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New Year Brings New Teachers
and New Opportunities

Orientation and Photos Aug. 14
The schedule for the first day of school Tues., Aug.
14, is as follows

From Mr. Jeff Ohnoutka, Scotus President

Welcome back!
The summer has flown by and the 2018-2019 school
year is upon us. I am really looking forward to the challenges ahead of us. I am excited about some of the
changes to our school and curriculum.
I want to welcome Ms. Bree Ackermann who will
teach 8th- and 11th-grade English and help coach the high
school volleyball team.
We also welcome Mrs. Betsy Rall, our new STEAM
coordinator. She has been busy this summer preparing
curriculum and developing connections with our local
businesses.
This year, we have an Open House Mon., Aug. 13,
from 6-8 PM. There will be burgers, chips and drinks
served in the cafeteria, along with opportunities for parents and guardians to sign up to volunteer at Scotus. We
want and need parents and guardians to be part of our
school.
Prior to the event, there is Mass for our incoming
th
7 graders and their parents and guardians at St. Bonaventure Church at 5 PM. This gives us a chance to welcome them and get their Scotus journey off to the right
start. This Mass is open to everyone, so come and join
the 7th graders and their parents and guardians.
I look forward to seeing you on Aug. 13 and to another great year at Scotus Central Catholic.










7th-Grade Student and High School Mentor Breakfast, 8 AM
7th-Grade Pictures and Tour of the Building with
Shepherd Program Members, 8:30 AM
7th-Grade Orientation in the Little Theater, 9-11 AM
8th-Grade Pictures and Orientation in Memorial
Hall, 9 AM
9th-Grade Pictures and Orientation in the Dowd
Activity Center, 9:30 AM
10th-Grade Pictures and Orientation in Memorial
Hall, 10 AM
11th-Grade Pictures and Orientation in the Dowd
Activity Center, 10:30 AM
12th-Grade Orientation in the Little Theater, 11 AM

See Page 7 for detailed information about ordering
school pictures; and Page 2 for uniform information.
NOTE: Physical Education uniforms will be handed out
the first week of classes, not with regular school uniforms.

School now
starts at 8:15 AM.
Set alarm clocks so
as not to be late. See the
Bell Schedule on Page 13
for all scheduled start
times.

Scotus Open House

Jeff Ohnoutka
President

Mon., Aug. 13

Merlin Lahm

Mass at St. Bonaventure Church for
7th-Graders and Parents, 5 PM

Asst. Principal/
Athletic Director

Open to the Public

Pam Weir

Burgers and Chips/Meet and Greet, 6 PM

Guidance Counselor

Sign Up to Volunteer at School Activities for the
Year in the Cafeteria, 6-8 PM
Learn About the New STEAM Program with
Mrs. Betsy Rall, 7:15 PM

Fr. Capadano
Campus Minister

John Schueth

Development Director
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Blessed John
Duns Scotus,
Pray for
Us.

Pick Up Uniforms Aug. 14

Sack Lunches Added to Options

Uniform orders can be picked up Tues., Aug. 14,
following each orientation in Mrs. Lahm’s room.
Deadlines for future orders are Aug. 17, 2018; Oct.
19, 2018; and Jan. 11, 2019.
The student’s name should be written on the tags as
they get mixed up in locker rooms and left on benches.
If students are attending early morning practices, they
must bring their uniforms in which to change; and watch
announcements and calendars for Team Scotus Days so as
to dress appropriately. The fine for being out-of-uniform
is $10. Students will be allowed to call to have a parent/
guardian bring them their uniform if necessary.
For emergencies only, there is a limited number of
uniform items in the Central Office to borrow. Borrowed clothing must be washed and returned to the
Central Office within a week of the date the item was
borrowed or the student will be fined.
Regarding pants/shorts/capris, navy blue and khaki
ONLY are allowed. The colors gray and stone are not
allowed, and students will be considered out-of-uniform
and fined. See Page 27 of the Student/Parent-Guardian
Handbook for more information.

Welcome back to school! As always, the Scotus Cafeteria is ready to start a new school year filled with nutritious lunches which will include lean meats, various
fresh fruits and vegetables, whole grains and low-fat
milk. There are a few changes in the program this year,
starting with allowing sack lunches.
Parents and students will be expected to pack a
healthy nutritious lunch in accordance with the school’s
Wellness Policy on Page 48 of the Student/ParentGuardian Handbook. This means no sodas, sugary drinks,
candy, desserts or fast-food allowed in the cafeteria. Microwave ovens and refrigerators are not available.
Again, sack lunches that are healthy, NOT fastfood and do NOT require refrigeration and/or use
of a microwave are allowed.
Menus are posted in the daily announcements, on
the school website scotuscc.org and on the Telegram
Youth Page each Wednesday. Plan ahead for sack lunches, and do not bring lunches to the Central Office as
students will not be summoned for them. If a student
forgets his/her sack lunch, he/she can purchase lunch in
the cafeteria.
Again, do not bring sack lunches to the Central Office or Cafeteria. Teachers will take a lunch count at the
beginning of each day for food preparation purposes.
Students will not be allowed to supplement school
lunches by bringing in a sack lunch, such as extra sandwiches, desserts, etc. Students must choose between the
day’s menu or bring a sack lunch; they cannot have both.
Students bringing in a sack lunch will be able to purchase a milk carton from the cafeteria, and water is always
available at no cost. Milk is the only item students bringing
in sack lunches will allowed to purchase from the cafeteria.
Students who have purchased school lunch are not
permitted to share food with students bringing in sack
lunches and vice versa. Again, sharing is not permitted.
Hot foods only will be served at the main counter
and more options will be available on the salad bar from
which students may choose. Students are still required
to take at least three (3) out of five (5) food groups for
the meal to be qualified as reimbursable. Trays will be
monitored as students pick up their silverware to ensure
each meal is complete.
This year’s lunch prices are $3.15 for students;
$3.60, staff; and $5, visitors. Schools meals are still a
great nutritional value for everyone.
We look forward to another great year of preparing
and serving nutritious school lunches to the students and
staff of Scotus Central Catholic. Any questions or concerns please contact Holli Bettenhausen, Nutrition Services Manager, at 402-564-7165 ext. 153.

Change Made in Policy & Pant/Shorts Color

From Mrs. Holly Bettenhausen, Cafeteria Manager

FREE!
Slightly-used School Supplies
Outside the Scotus Central Office
3-ring binders, spiral notebooks, dividers,
folders and MORE
Get them while you can!

Senior Parents’
Orientation and
Mini-

Wed., Aug. 8, 7 pm

It’s important that all parents of
seniors attend.

Please leave a message with Mrs. Pam Weir,
Guidance Counselor, at pweir@scotuscc.org
or 402-564-7165 ext. 121 if your are
unable to attend.
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250 Club Supports Activities Fund

Physicals and Shots are Due

All incoming 7 -graders are required by law to have
a complete physical before the start of the school year
Aug. 14, even if they are not participating in a sport.
Physical forms for new students must be submitted
to the Scotus Central Office before school starts. According to state law, any new student missing physical and immunization documentation is not allowed
to start school until said documentation is provided.
Students are NOT allowed to practice or play any
sport if a physical form is not on file.
Nebraska-mandated vaccines for new students are:
 3 doses Dtap, DTP, DT or TD
 3 doses Polio
 2 doses MMR or MMRV
 3 doses Hepatitis B
 2 doses of MMRV (chicken pox) given on or
after 12 month of age; if child has had chicken
pox, written verification is required.
 1 dose Tdap (Pertussis booster)
Please ask the physician for a copy of all immunizations to be submitted with the physical form. Call Scotus
Central Office at 402-564-7165 with questions.

For more than 30 years, the 250 Club has raised
funds for the Shamrock Club to the tune of $12,500
yearly for Scotus, its members and the Shamrock Club.
Annual membership is $50, making each of the 250
members eligible for 40 weekly payouts of $50. There is
a stag in October with food and beverages provided and
a total of $2,700 given in prizes. The stag also provides
the opportunity to give $5,000 back to the Scotus general fund, which is a budgeted item. The remaining
$2,800 is for the Shamrock Club activities fund.
To summarize: $50 x 250 members = $12,500 income; 40 weekly winners x $50 = $2,000 given away;
at the October stag, $2,700 prize drawings given to
members and $5,000 given to SCC and $2,800 for the
Shamrock Club.
The $50 membership can be shared, also, so invite a
friend to become a member, too. Contact Jim Bulkley at
402-564-7423 or Merlin Lahm at 402-564-7165 ext.
105 for information and to become a member.

Punch Cards and Passes For Sale

Jane Dusel-Misfeldt, Chemistry
Refinish lab station wood base, doors, drawers, to be determined
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Scotus sells activity punch cards during the school
year for all home events.
Each card has 15 punches and costs $60 per adult and
$45 per student. Regular admission costs $5 per adult and
$4 per student; thus card holders save $15 on fees.
Other options are:
 Admission stickers for Student Identification
Cards, $50 per student; allows student access to
all home-sponsored sporting and fine arts events
during the academic year; and
 Family Passes, $250 per family; allows parents
and their students in grades K-12 access to all
home-sponsored sporting and fine arts events during the academic year; Scotus students receive
stickers on their school I.D.s.
NOTE: Students must show their ID with the sticker
at all games/events or they will be charged admission.
Passes and punch cards are available in the Central
Office and the Activities Office.

Melanie Mimick, Speech
Scripts for Interpretation events, $100
Jeff Ohnoutka, Administration
Replace windows in president’s office, $2,500
Replace windows in the stairwells, to be determined
Classroom and hallway LED lighting, to be determined
Classroom painting/flooring/furnishings, to be determined
Cathy Podliska, Media Center
15” Globe on an iron stand, approx. 3’ tall, $145
Christian/Inspirational books (fiction & non-fiction), $355
2017 World Book Encyclopedia Commemorative 100th edition, $649
Laura Salyard, Vocal Music
Sound system/mics/amps/wiring in Memorial Hall, $45,000
Patti Salyard, Computer Lab B
24 new computer tables, to be determined
24 new computer lab chairs, to be determined
Joe Schoenfelder, Maintenance
Two (2) Xpower air mover/carpet/floor dryer, $210 each
20 Automatic toilet/urinal automatic flushers, $200 each
Vacuum Cleaner, $400
Six (6) Water fountain filters, $100 each
New inside door to maintenance hallway, to be determined
Two (2) Hallway garbage cans, $150 each
Gator with snow handling attachments, $10,000

Book Covers Available from Teachers
Heavy paper book covers will again be for sale at
Scotus for 25 each. Book covers may be purchased
from all teachers the first week of school.
After the first week of school, book covers can be
bought from Mrs. Dusel, Mrs. Blaser, Mrs. Tooley and
Mrs. Weir.
Book covers will NOT be available in the office.

Janet Tooley, Health
Carpeting for west wall of Health classroom to decrease Band
Room sound, to be determined

3

JH Volleyball Starts Aug. 20

Absenteeism can Affect Grades

Athletes Meet Aug. 16; Parents, Aug. 22

Scotus has an established policy regarding regular
student attendance (see Page 15 of the Student/ParentGuardian Handbook on the Scotus website). Excessive
absenteeism can result in a reduction of semester final
grades.
If a student misses school due to illness or medical
appointments, parents/guardians should ask for a doctor’s note with the student’s full name and date(s)
missed for treatment. Notes can be sent to school with
the student upon his/her return or faxed to the attention of the Registrar at 402-564-6004.
PowerSchool is the best tool for monitoring student
attendance. Double click on the number of days missed
next to each class to see the date(s) of and reasons for absences according to the following key:
A. T—tardy for class 10 minutes or less
B. Absences that count against attendance:
1. ILL—parent called and said student was ill
2. MED—parent note stated student had a
medical appointment
3. DEN—parent note stated student had a
dentist/orthodontist appointment
4. OOT—parent note stated student would be
out of town
5. N—parent note said that the student was
going to be missing school
6. UN—we do not have a call or note from
parent excusing the student
7. ISS—In-School suspension
8. OSS—Out-of-school suspension
C. Absences that do not count against attendance:
1. F—student attended a funeral
2. CV—parent note stated student was going
on a college visit
3. DRN—doctor note turned in to office excusing the absence.
4. SR—school-related activity
If a student will be late 10 minutes or more at the
start of the school day, a parent/guardian must call the
office at 402-564-7165 before the student is allowed to
go to class. If the student is late 10 minutes or less, the
student will be counted tardy unless:
A. Medical appointments, including recurring
physical therapy, are before school and the student may be late; a handwritten note from a
parent/guardian must be brought to the Central
Office BEFORE each appointment for a Foreseen Absence Slip.
B. A note from the doctor is brought to school or
is faxed ASAP.

The first practice for Scotus 7th–
and 8th-grade volleyball is Mon.,
Aug. 20, 6 AM, in the Dowd Activity
Center.
All 7th-grade athletes must have their
physical forms and immunization records
turned into the Central Office and all 8thgrade athletes, their physical forms into the Athletic Director’s Office, before they will be allowed to participate.
Attire, equipment and grooming requirements are:
1. An appropriate t-shirt (no cut-off shirts or tank
tops) and athletic shorts to practice; shirts are to
be tucked in during practice at all times.
2. White knee pads.
3. A good pair of mostly white court athletic shoes
are also required, to be worn on the court only;
not worn to and from school.
4. Long hair must be pulled back in a single ponytail
away from the face so it will not be in the way
during practice or games.
5. Hard barrettes are illegal on the court.
Game uniforms are:
1. Jerseys for 7th grade athletes or 8th grade volleyball players who lost their jersey from last year
are at a cost to each athlete and are to be paid for
by the end of the first week of practice. The cost
will be announced at practice. This jersey is then
used for 7th grade and then again in 8th grade for
volleyball.
2. Game shorts are any pair of plain black shorts NO BIKERS for game shorts. Bikers can be worn
to practice, but NOT for games.
3. Plain white socks, short or long.
4. White knee pads and mostly white court shoes.
There is a meeting for the athletes Thurs., Aug. 16,
7:30 AM, in the Scotus Little Theater. Those unable to
attend must contact Coach Dusel before the meeting.
Parents of 7th-grade athletes meet Wed., Aug. 22, 6 PM,
in the Scotus Little Theater; enter through the east doors.
If you have any questions, contact Coach Dusel at
402 564-7165 ext. 117, 402 276-2716. You can also
email her at jdusel-misfeldt@scotuscc.org.

Passes Available for Ages 65 and up
Golden Age Lifetime passes are complimentary passes
to individuals 65 years of age or older. This pass is good
for regular season athletic/fine arts activities only. Passes are
available in the Scotus Athletic Office or Central Office.
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Pledges Sought as SEF 15 Enters Final Year
The SEF 15 three-year campaign began in the fall of 2016, seeking
pledges to be paid from 2017-2019. As of July 15, 2018, 852 pledges have
been received totaling $805,654.82. This is 90.2 percent of the campaign
goal of $1,295,000.
The campaign’s main objectives were to provide: 1) $975,000 in tuition
assistance support for the 2016-17, 2017-18 and 2018-19 school years; 2)
$135,000 to make HVAC loan payments over the same 3 years; and 3)
$125,000 to pave the new north parking lot.
Objectives met were the parking lot, paid for with SEF 15 gifts restricted to that project, and the HVAC debt retirement, using SEF 15 funds and
Archdiocese of Omaha Ignite the Faith capital campaign rebates.
Scotus is directing some of the resources provided through other fundraisers to make up for the projected shortfall in tuition assistance from SEF
15, along with new SEF 15 pledges still to come.
To make a pledge or donation, use the “Donation” link on the school
website at scotuscc.org or contact the Development Office at 402-564-7165
ext. 109.

Supporters Accomplished Much in 2017-2018
Here is a listing of major improvements made this past year and the
funding sources (* indicates completion planned before Aug. 31, 2018):
 Installed air conditioning in the Dowd Activity Center and weight
room— Annual Appeal 2017-18
 New LED Lighting in the main floor hallway—Annual Appeal 2017-18
 $299,100 raised for the new STEAM Lab and Program—Chuck Hagel
Legacy Dinner
 Final payment on the HVAC loan debt—SEF 15 Campaign and Archdiocese of Omaha Ignite the Faith Campaign rebates
 Completed north parking lot project—SEF 15 Campaign
 Tuition assistance school years 2016-17/2017-18/2018-19—SEF 15
Campaign ($975,000 goal)
 Funded needed student tuition assistance grants—Lotter 2017
 Began remodeling of the Media Center—Gala 2018
 New cage lockers/flooring for locker rooms—Shamrock Open 2018
 New exterior door to the courtyard—Columbus Big Give
 Provided Faculty wish list items and $15,000 to STEAM Lab—Scotus
Mothers
 * Purchase a sousaphone, two tenor marching drums and Euphonium—
Donald Schrad Estate Gift
 Improvements to the McLaughlin Activity Field—Building Fund
 New Controllers installed for AC system—Building Fund
 Lenovo computers for study hall and funding for future laptop and
Lenovo replacements—Feik Endowed Fund
 * Removed old boiler fuel tank on school’s north side—Building Fund
 * Install new security cameras—Building Fund
 * Repair sprinkler system—Building Fund

“Think of giving not as a duty, but as a privilege.”
- John D. Rockefeller Jr.
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Shamrock Club
for All Men
The Shamrock Club is a men’s club
for current and past Scotus dads/guardians
that has been supporting all Scotus activities throughout the year since the 1950s.
All Scotus dads are welcome to join this
club.
Members volunteer to take admissions at all home junior high, freshman,
junior varsity and varsity sporting events.
The club pays all transportation costs for
band members to district and state competitions and provides funds to coaches and
athletes at state contests.
Members are encouraged to participate in activities sponsored by the Shamrock Club, including:
 The Shonka Golf outing Aug. 11
at the Elks Country Club
 The Annual Men’s Stag Aug. 14 at
the Knights of Columbus Hall
 Monthly meetings the first
Wednesday of each month at 7 PM
in the Knights of Columbus Hall
with coaches talking about events
relevant to their sport and door
prize drawings
 The Annual Christmas Party in
December
 The Annual Game Feed in March
2019
 Football and Basketball pools
 The Burger Bash at all home football games
 The Annual Athletic Banquet in
May 2019
Yearly, the Shamrock Club donates
approximately $10,000 to the Scotus athletic department and general fund and
provides voluntary assistance in many
ways.
The Shamrock Club provides opportunities to learn more about Scotus sporting activities and the status of all programs
in the Shamrock family.
For information, contact Mike Allen,
Shamrock Club President; or Merlin
Lahm.

Improvements Possible Through
Annual Appeal Donations

Junior High Football

How can you continue to make a difference at Scotus? Please prayerfully consider giving generously to this
fall’s Annual Appeal to help Scotus make significant improvements to classrooms.
This year’s goal is $105,000 to:
 Replace 54-year-old fluorescent light fixtures
with efficient LED lighting
 Paint walls
 Replace flooring
 Add storage furniture such as bookshelves or
cabinets
 Install new HVAC controllers (thermostats) in
each room
 Replace faculty desks.
LED lighting is more energy efficient and printed
materials are easier to read. New controllers will allow
faculty greater temperature control in their classrooms.
Last fall’s annual appeal garnered $123,075.92 from
624 donors, exceeding the $100,000 goal. Funds were
used to add air conditioning in the Dowd Activity Center and in the weight room and LED lighting in the Central Office hallway.
To start off the 2018 appeal, $1,200 in donations
were given at the end of calendar year 2017 directed to
this fall’s effort.
Thank you in advance for your support, and watch
for the appeal mailing that will be sent in October.

Mark the Calendar!
Student Meeting, Mon., Aug. 20, after school
Equipment Check-Out, Tues., Aug. 21, after school
First Day of Practice, Wed., Aug. 22

Tips to help school run smoothly

Parents of Scotus students can help things go
smoothly during the school year by:
1. Submitting a handwritten note for a student’s absence at least two (2) days in advance when possible.
2. Calling in a sick student’s absence by 8:45 AM each
day of the absence.
3. Calling in a student that will be more than 10
minutes late at the start of the school day school, so
the student will be allowed to go to class.
4. Using PowerSchool to view assignments posted
during absences: NOTE: It is the student’s responsibility to talk to teachers and catch up on
assignments.
5. Making checks out Scotus (unless otherwise noted)
with the student’s name and what the payment is
for, such as tuition or lunches, in the memo line.
NOTE: Payments are to be made separately; do
not send one (1) check for multiple items.
6. Making sure current cell phone and carrier information are on file in the Central Office to ensure all
messages sent via Civil Dispatch are received.
7. Contacting the Central Office when parents will be
out of town and their student(s) is/are staying with
someone else, for emergency purposes only.

Scotus Gets $2,000+ in Big Give

Twenty-three donors gave $2,275.20 to Scotus in
the Columbus Big Give May 10.
Funds raised will be used to replace one (1) of the
exterior courtyard doors.
Overall, Columbus Big Give garnered $63,697.54
from 2,322 donors for 37 participating nonprofits in
Columbus.

Alumni Soccer Tourney Aug. 3-4

The 11th Annual Scotus Alumni Soccer tournament
is Friday-Saturday, Aug. 3-4, at the Warren & Shirley
McLaughlin Activity Field. Form a team today and contact Jon Brezenski at coachbrez@gmail.com with questions
or to sign up to play or help.

Golf Tourney raises $10,000+

The Alumni Golf Tournament was June 2 at Tiburon Golf Course in Omaha. Eighty-four golfers participated, raising $10,170.88. Proceeds will support improvements in the locker rooms.

‘93 Football Team to be Honored

The 1993 Shamrock Football Class B champions will
be honored on their 25th Anniversary at half-time of the
Fri., Sept. 7, Scotus football game against West PointBeemer.
The 1993 Shamrocks, under the direction of head
coach Jim Puetz, completed a perfect 13-0 season with a
potent offense and an “Iron Curtain” defense, scoring
439 points over the season & holding opponents to a
total of 114 points.
All-State selections that fall included: Brandon
Drum, Chris Kinnison, Jeff Herdzina and Scott Sobota.

Senior High Volleyball
Mark the Calendar!
Practices Start Mon., Aug. 6, See
the Calendar for Times
Parents’ Meeting, Thurs., Aug. 9,
6:10 PM, in Memorial Hall
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