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Dash for Cash a Huge Success 
From Mr. Jeff Ohnoutka, Scotus President 

Congratulations, Byron and Cara Belina of Columbus, 
winners of the $1,000 Dash for Holiday Cash drawing. 

Thank you to our students, parents and supporters 
of Scotus for the great success of the Dash for Cash Lot-
tery. As many of you know, this fundraiser raises money 
for tuition assistance. I appreciate that our students get 
involved selling the raffle tickets. This act of stewardship 
by the students is important for a number of reasons; 
most importantly that students recognize that they have 
a part in the success of our school mission. As a school, 
we want to provide an affordable Catholic education for 
everyone who wants one. The success of this lottery and 
the participation of our students makes this a reality. So, 
thanks to everyone who made that happen. 

Over the last few months, it has become evident 
that the Scotus family helps take care of each other. It is 
amazing to witness the care and support extended by 
our community. It is truly amazing. 

 On behalf of our school, we wish you a blessed Christ-
mas and best wishes for 2019. We will keep working hard 
to make every day, “A great day to be a Shamrock!” 

Jeff Ohnoutka 
President 

Merlin Lahm 
Asst. Principal/ 

Athletic Director 
Pam Weir 

Guidance Counselor 
Fr. Capadano 
Campus Minister 

John Schueth 
Development Director 

Blessed John 

Duns Scotus, 

Pray for 

Us. 

Annual Appeal at 35% of Goal 
Now is the time to make a difference at Scotus. If 

everyone participates, even in a modest way, the goal of 
$105,000 can be reached to make the following im-
provements in classrooms: 

 Replace 54-year-old fluorescent light fixtures 
with efficient LED lighting. 

 Paint walls & replace flooring. 

 Add storage furniture such as bookshelves or 
cabinets. 

 Install new HVAC controllers in each room to 
provide teachers with greater control of their 
classroom environment. 

 Replace some of the faculty desks.  
To date, $36,819 has been raised. Thank you to stu-

dent volunteers that helped make the November phone-
a-thon a success. Pledges can be mailed to or dropped 
off at the Development Office OR donate with a credit 
card online on the Scotus website (see box below). 

Make your Scotus Investment the Easy Way! 
Go to: www.scotuscc.org 

Click on the “Donate” button. 
 
 
 
 

Complete the simple form and you’ve made your gift 
to accomplish so much for our students! 

Semester Test Schedule 
Semester exams Wednesday and Thurs-

day, Dec. 19-20, from 8 AM to about 11:45 
AM. No lunch served either day. 

Wed., Dec. 19: 
8:20-9:25 AM, Science; 9:35-10:40 AM, 

Social Studies; and 10:50-11:55 AM, Religion. 
Thurs., Dec. 20: 
8:20-9:25 AM, Math; 9:35-10:40 AM, 

English; and 10:50-11:55 AM, Spanish. 
NOTE: Jr. High is done after the second 

session each day and should be picked up at 
10:40 AM. 

School policy requires semester exams to 
be given. High school exams shall be compre-
hensive in nature and count 20% of the semes-
ter grade; and 10% for most junior high classes. 

 

http://www.scotuscc.org
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Civil Dispatch and Local Radio 
Used to Announce Closings 

When the snow flies and the ice accumulates in Ne-
braska, it is possible school will close. 

When the weather is bad, parents should look for a 
Civil Dispatch, listen to the local radio stations for updat-
ed information or go online to www.mycentralnebraska.com 
(see “Closings & Delays” on the right side of the page) 
anytime after 5 AM. The exception will be if the the 
weather is so threatening that closings need to be an-
nounced the night before. 

If weather necessitates a closing during the day, the 
four Catholic school principals will consult before any 
dismissal is announced; after which, a civil dispatch will 
be sent. 

Reminder to parents: You may choose to pick up your 
child or have your child dismissed to drive home when 
there is threatening weather. Students are counted ab-
sent for missed time. 

During the Scotus Mothers Craft 
Boutique Sun., Dec. 2, in the Cafeteria 

Upgrades Needed for TeamMates 
TeamMates members and mentors often meet in the 

Media Center where card decks and board games are 
available to them. Some games are woefully outdated, 
such as Trivial Pursuit. Donations of new or slightly-
used games can be brought to the Central Office. 

 

‘17-18 Annual Report Available 
In December, copies of the 2017-18 Annual Report 

will be sent to all donors who have supported Scotus the 
past year. Extra copies are available in the Scotus Cen-
tral Office, the Columbus Catholic parish offices and 
online at the Scotus website under “Publications.”  

 

Too Many Absences Will Affect 
Student’s Final Grades 

Parents should regularly review their student’s attend-
ance on PowerSchool. Final grades will be reduced by too 
many absences that count against student attendance. 

Scotus’ policy regarding regular attendance is de-
tailed in the Student/Parent Handbook pages 15-16. 
Please note the following codes do not count against 
student attendance. 

 DR—Absence excused by a written note from a 
health care professional indicating specific dates 
of absence. If a student has days missed due to 
illness or medical visits, notes must be turned in 
as soon as possible. NOTE: Doctor notes for the first 
semester will not be accepted after Dec. 14, 2018. 

 F—Absence due to Funeral 
 CV—Two (2) days for seniors for college visits 

and one (1) for juniors; visits must be arranged 
through the guidance counselor’s office. 

 SR—school-related activities. 
 SA—Court-ordered appearances, if approved 

by the administration in advance. 

You Are Invited to… 

Scotus Vocal Concert 
Mon., Dec. 10, 7 PM,  
Memorial Hall 
 
 

 
 

Scotus Band Concert 
Mon., Dec. 17, 7 PM, 
Dowd Activity Center 

Amazon Donates to Scotus 
Shop at smile.amazon.com and Amazon will donate to 

Scotus Central Catholic High School. Just choose Scotus 
CCHS as your preferred charity when you shop. 

http://smile.amazon.com/


Senior High Guidance 
 Second-Semester Schedules  

Drop/Add for second semester is open. All students 
wanting to make a schedule change for 2nd-semester 
need to do so by the end of the school day Tues., Dec. 
18. Please do not wait until the last minute.  
 Student Honors 

The Optimist Club honored Hallie Parker, daughter of 
Tim and LeAnn Parker, and Elliott Thomazin, son of John 
and Kelli Thomazin, during Youth Appreciation Week. 
 ACT Deadline  

Most colleges accept the December test as the last 
test date for scholarship purposes. The next ACT test is 
Feb. 9, 2019; registration deadline is Jan. 11, 2019. 
 ACT Aspire for 9th grade 

The ACT Aspire has been completed; results pending. 
 

Junior High Guidance 
 7th Grade Terra Nova Scores 

The Terra Nova test results are available. The home 
report generated for the family includes a national per-
centile rank to compare the student to the performance 
of other students in the nation participating in the Terra 
Nova test. Each student was tested in reading, language, 
mathematics, science and social studies. The report 
shows the student’s level of mastery, makes recommen-
dations for additional resources and suggests what can be 
done at home to increase learning. Watch for reports to 
be sent home with students.  
 ACT Aspire for 7th grade 

The ACT Aspire has been completed; results pending. 
 

Alumni BB Tourney in March 
Mark your calendars now for the annual 

men’s alumni basketball tournament at 
Scotus Central Catholic Friday-Saturday, 
March 22-23, 2019. 

 

Kristen Cox, Band 

Drum major mace with case and dome cover, $250 
 

Jane Dusel-Misfeldt, Chemistry 
Refinish lab station wood base, doors, drawers, to be determined 
 

Joan Lahm, HOSA 
March 2019 HOSA Leadership Conference fees of $120/student, 
to be determined 
 

Melanie Mimick, Speech 
Scripts for Interpretation events, $100 
 

Jeff Ohnoutka, Administration 
Replace windows in president’s office, $2,500 
Replace windows in the stairwells, to be determined 
Classroom and hallway LED lighting, to be determined 
Classroom painting/flooring/furnishings, to be determined 
 

Cathy Podliska, Media Center 
15” Globe on an iron stand, approx. 3’ tall, $145 
Christian/Inspirational books (fiction and non-fiction), $355 
2017 World Book Encyclopedia Commemorative 100th edition, $649 
 

Laura Salyard, Vocal Music 
Sound system/mics/amps/wiring in Memorial Hall, $45,000 
 

Patti Salyard, Computer Lab B 
24 new computer tables, to be determined 
24 new computer lab chairs, to be determined 
 

Joe Schoenfelder, Maintenance 

Gator with snow handling attachments, $10,000 
 

Janet Tooley, Health 
Ceiling fans and electrical installation in girls’ varsity locker 

room, to be determined 
Carpeting for west wall of Health classroom to decrease Band 
Room sound, to be determined 

Save Receipts For 
 

 

 

Put your 
 
 
 

receipts in the Scotus receptacle as you leave the store 
and help Scotus score free educational 

materials. Eligible receipts must be dated between 
Sept. 1, 2018, and March 2, 2019. 

Mark the Calendar 
 

 Dec. 2, Scotus Craft Boutique 

 Dec. 5, Sophomore Class Trip 
 Dec. 7, Dress Down Day for a $1 
 Dec. 8, Winter Formal 

 Dec. 10-14, Dress Down Week 
 Dec. 10, Vocal Concert 

 Dec. 17, Band Concert 
 Dec. 19-20, Semester Tests 
 Dec. 20, End of 2nd Quarter/1st 

Semester 
 Dec. 21, 2018-Jan. 4, 2019, No School, 

Christmas/New Year’s vacation 
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Please Look for MIA PE Clothes 
Some PE uniform items are missing this semester. 

Everyone needs to see if they grabbed someone else's by 
mistake. Please check at school and at home in the laun-
dry. All shirts should have names on the back and shorts 
should have names inside the waistbands. Please return 
these items when found to the rightful owner or the 
Central Office. 

Cometh Hither to the Gala! 
Nobles, knights, tradesmen and peasants may well 

be guests at the 38th annual Gala Dinner and Auction 
Sat., April 6, 2019, should the committee chooses “A 
Knight at Castle Shamrock” as the theme.  

This is the school’s largest annual fundraiser and the 
Gala provides a $550 tuition scholarship for each student 
attending our school. 

Changes to the Gala this year include mobile bid-
ding. Guests will be able to bid on silent auction items 
on their cell phones. Those who cannot attend the Gala 
will also be able to bid on the silent auction items from 
the convenience of their homes. There will no longer be 
bid sheets and individual table closing times. The com-
mittee is even considering closing the silent auction ta-
bles after the Gala dinner. 

At the conclusion of the Gala, silent auction and live 
auction winners will be invoiced via cell phone and will 
pay online. Guests may request a printed invoice and pay 
by check if preferred. 

And new delicacies have been added to this year’s 
dinner menu that will please the palate. 

The 2019 co-chairs are Mark and Nicole Lindhorst, 
Scott and Amy Schaecher and Mark and Andrea Schu-
macher; and vice-chairs, Dan and Jill Clarey, Mike and 
Nicole Fleming and Joe and Shelly Steffensmeier. 

To donate an item for the silent or live auctions, 
volunteer to help or to receive an invitation to attend, 
contact the co-chairs or vice-chairs; or Janice Rosenquist 
in the Scotus Development Office at 402 564 7165 ext. 
154 or jrosenquist@scotuscc.org. Involvement of Scotus 
friends and families is key to the event’s success. Mark 
you calendars today! 

 

2nd-Semester Lunch $ Schedule 
To pay for lunches for the second semester, $264.60 is 

due by Jan. 1, 2019. Monthly payments are due as follows: 
Jan. 15, 2019; Feb. 15, 2019; and March 15, 2019

$55 each; and April 15, 2019, $44.20. 
Lunch balances are available on PowerSchool. Call 

Mrs. Shelly Adams at 402-564-7165 ext. 153 with ques-
tions or concerns. 

 

Hours Need to be Entered 
Living the Faith Hours need to be entered in x2Vol 

in a timely manner after each service project is complet-
ed, as a courtesy to your supervisor and for your own 
memory. 

The handbook says hours should be submitted within 
one month of the project's completion. Please be atten-
tive to this time frame and get this done right away. 

Fall Activities Review 
 Girls Golf Team competed in 12 meets prior to dis-

tricts, placing 1st 4 times; 2nd, twice; 4th, 3 times; and 
5th, 3 times. The team placed 2nd in C-2 District play; 
Hannah Allen earned a 6th-place medal and MaKenzie 
Enderlin, a 7th-place medal. At State, the team placed 
7th out of 15 after one day of play (the second day was 
cancelled due to weather). 

 Adam Kamrath, Drew VunCannon and Connor Wiehn 
played tennis with the CHS coop team. Adam played 
#1 singles, winning his 1st-round match at state, but 
lost in the 2nd-round match; and Connor, lost the 1st-
round match in the state #2 doubles match. 

 Rylie Olson, Kate Smith, Katie Stachura and Gwen 
Stachura played on the CHS coop softball team, which 
ended its season with a record of 12-22. They won one 
and lost two district games to end the season. 

 Courtney Kosch and Caden Pelan were crowned 
Homecoming Queen and King after the Sept. 28 varsity 
football game against Bishop Neumann. 

 The Cross Country teams competed in 9 meets leading 
up to state competition, of which the girls were named 
champions 7 times and runner-up twice; and the boys, 
champions four times, runner-up twice and 3rd-, 4th 
and 5th-place once each. At state, the girls finished in 
3rd place and the boys, 6th. Individual medalists were 
Olivia Fehringer, 15th; and Elliott Thomazin, 10th.  

 Varsity Football posted a 4-5 record overall for the 
season, and 2-2 in district play. 

 Varsity Volleyball ended the season with a record of 19-
10 and were named District Champs after defeating 
Chadron Nov. 3 in Ainsworth. The girls were defeated 
by Lincoln Lutheran in the first-round of state competi-
tion. Bailey Lehr and Emily Stutzman were named to 
the All-Conference Volleyball Team and Courtney 
Kosch, Chloe Odbert and Abbie Zoucha received Hon-
orable Mention. 

 NSAA Academic All-State winners for the fall 2018 
season were Kelsey Faust, Olivia Fehringer, Michael 
Gasper and Elliott Thomazin, Cross Country; Braden 
Labenz and Caden Pelan, Football; Hannah Allen and 
MaKenzie Enderlin, Golf; Patrick Herchenbach and 
Maddie Sueper, Play Production; Kate Smith, Softball; 
Drew VunCannon and Connor Wiehn, Tennis; and 
Julia Salerno and Abbie Zoucha, Volleyball. 

 New organizations added this year include Careers 
Club, Coding Club and a Junior High Speech Team. 
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Pigs Topic of STEAM Classes 
Pillen Family Farms spent two days in the STEAM 

Lab teaching students how pigs are raised on their farms.  
Mrs. Lahm’s Biology and Anatomy and Physiology stu-
dents joined the STEAM classes, making for an interest-
ing and unusual experience. 

STEAM 1 students also have been busy 3-D printing 
objects and testing 3-D modeling software TInkercad, 
Sculptris, AutoDesk 123D Design and OpenSCAD. Stu-
dents are designing and printing a chess set as a collabo-
rative project (pictured below.) 

Christmas Riddles 
1. What’s so special about the Christmas 

alphabet? 
2. When does Christmas come before 

Thanksgiving? 
3. What do you get if you cross an apple 

with a Christmas tree? 
4. Which one of Santa’s reindeer can be 

seen on Valentine’s Day? 
5. When Santa Claus sets off from the 

North Pole on Christmas Eve, in which 
direction does he travel? 

6. What happens if you eat the Christmas 
decorations? 

7. Who delivers Christmas presents to 
dogs? 

8. How do Christmas trees keep their 
breath fresh? 

9. What do you have in December that you 
don’t have in any other month? 

10. If the end of the year is on Dec. 31, then 
what is the end of Christmas? 

11. What kind of laundry detergent does 
Santa use? 

12. What do you call it after all the gifts for 
Christmas have been opened? 

 

Answers are below the picture at the left. 

Riddle Answers: 1) There’s Noel. 2) In the dictionary. 3) A pine-apple. 4) Cupid. 5) 
South. Everywhere is south from the north pole. 6) You get tinselitis. 7) Santa Paws. 
8) Orna-mints. 9) The letter D. 10) The letter S. 11) Yule Tide. 12) Christmess. 
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