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An Attitude of Gratitude 
From Mr. Jeff Ohnoutka, Scotus President 

Recently, I had the good fortune to read an article in 
our school newspaper, “The Rock Bottom.” By the way, 
be sure to pick up a copy of it. The talent of our students 
in journalism is truly amazing. 

This article, written by one of our senior students, 
focused on the dedication and commitment our teachers 
show on a daily basis. Essentially, what she was saying is 
that these people bring their ‘A’ game every day. 

I love the fact that in her article, she encouraged her 
fellow students to thank those teachers who go out of 
their way to make Scotus a great place to get an educa-
tion. I couldn’t agree more. 

I also hope that everyone will take her advice and 
recognize the good that happens every day on behalf of 
our students. A word of encouragement from a parent 
or a student can have a great impact on a teacher. 

As a parent, the one thing I always wanted for my 
children was that their teachers be sincere in giving them 
their best effort. We are very fortunate at Scotus Cen-
tral Catholic to be blessed with people who work hard 
for our children and set a faith filled example for them. 

I hope that you will find time to tell someone who 
has worked hard for your child “thank you.” 

Jeff Ohnoutka 
President 

Merlin Lahm 
Asst. Principal/ 

Athletic Director 
Pam Weir 

Guidance Counselor 
Fr. Capadano 
Campus Minister 

John Schueth 
Development Director 

Blessed John 

Duns Scotus, 

Pray for 

Us. 

Lottery Provides Tuition Help 
The Dash for Holiday Cash Lottery goal is to raise 

$7,000 for tuition assistance student scholarships. 
Congratulations, Mary Faltys, winner of the early 

bird drawing Oct. 19. She gets 100 free tickets to the 
drawing for $1,000 prize Fri, Nov. 16, at the end of the 
school day. 

If total ticket sales average eight (8) or more 
per student, the student body will receive a full week 
of dress down days. EACH student must sell at least 
one ticket to qualify for this incentive. 

NOTE TO PARENTS: The Nebraska Department 
of Revenue Charitable Gaming Division requires ALL 
tickets, sold AND unsold, be returned to Scotus by the 
day of the final drawing. The state conducts random 
audits of lotteries and raffles and it could take away the 
school’s opportunity to conduct future lotteries if this 
rule is not followed. 

Annual Appeal Goal is $105,000 
How can you continue to make a difference at Sco-

tus? Consider the opportunity through this fall’s Annual 
Appeal to help Scotus make significant improvements to 
our school’s classrooms. The appeal’s goal of $105,000 
will be used to make the following improvements in 
classrooms: 

 Replace 54-year-old fluorescent light fixtures 
with efficient LED lighting. 

 Paint walls & replace flooring . 

 Add storage furniture such as bookshelves or 
cabinets. 

 Install new HVAC controllers in each room to 
provide teachers with greater control of their 
classroom environment. 

 Replace some of the faculty desks.  
This month, student volunteers will staff the appeal 

phone-a-thon. Please prayerfully consider generously 
donating when you receive the call. 

Donations can also be made online (see box below). 

Make your Scotus Investment the Easy Way! 
Go to: www.scotuscc.org 

Click on the “Donate” button. 
 
 
 
 

Complete the simple form and you’ve made your gift 
to accomplish so much for our students! 

http://www.scotuscc.org
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38th Annual Gala April 6, 2019 
Mark your calendars for the 38th annual Gala din-

ner/auction, set for Saturday, April 6, 2019.  
The 2019 co-chairs Mark and Nicole Lindhorst, 

Scott and Amy Schaecher and Mark and Andrea Schu-
macher; and vice-chairs, Dan and Jill Clarey, Mike and 
Nicole Fleming and Joe and Shelly Steffensmeier. 

To donate an item for the silent or live auctions, 
volunteer to help, or to receive an invitation to attend, 
contact the co-chairs, vice-chairs or Janice Rosenquist at 
402 564 7165 ext. 154 or jrosenquist@scotuscc.org. 
 

250 Club announces winners 
Congratulations to the winners of the 2017-2018 

Shamrock Club prize winners (awarded at the Oct. 3 
Stag): Marv Styskal, $1,000; Dr. Craig Pekny, $500; 
Roger Iwansky, $300; Tom Zabawa, $200; Bill Policky, 
Mark Leif, Rollie Davidson, Neal Suess, Joe Wemhoff 
and Bill Shanle, $100 each; and Scott Harsh and Dale 
Hegemann, $50 each. 

The 250 Club is a fundraising function of the Sham-
rock Club for more than 30 years and generates more 
than $12,500 annually. The money is distributed back to 
Scotus, its members and the Shamrock Club. 

Membership is $50, which can be shared with a 
friend or two. Members are eligible for 40 weekly $50 
payouts and chances to win a prize at the annual stag. Call 
Jim Bulkley at 402-564-7423 to join or with questions. 

 

Alumnae VB  Tourney 11/24 
  The 16th Biennial Shamrock Alumnae Volleyball 
Tournament is Sat., Nov. 24, at the Scotus Dowd Activity 
Center. All Scotus alumnae women are invited to partici-
pate. Team fees are $35 and due by the end of the day 
Thurs., Nov. 1 (make checks payable to Jamie Heine). Con-
tact Kim (Rickert) Dreesen, 362 S. Deer Creek Pl., Colum-
bus, NE, 68601, 402-290-6529, kkdreesen@yahoo.com; or Ja-
mie (Tooley) Heine, 414 5th St., Columbus, NE, 68601, 
402-779-1744, jtooley@regis.edu. 

 

Amazon Donates to Scotus 
Shop at smile.amazon.com and Amazon will donate to 

Scotus Central Catholic High School. Just choose Scotus 
CCHS as your preferred charity when you shop. 

NHS Inducts 29 New Members 
From Mrs. Jane Dusel-Misfeldt, NHS Sponsor 

The Scotus Chapter of the National Honor Society 
(NHS) inducted 29 new members at an evening ceremo-
ny Thurs., Oct. 25, at Scotus. 

Inductees are junior McKenna Hoefer and sopho-
mores Abai Aydt, Katelyn Bayer, Maddie Blaser, Gillian 
Brandt, Shelby Bridger, Alli Demuth, Anna Ehlers, Josh 
Faust, Keira Feehan, Olivia Fehringer, Emily Ferguson, 
Michael Gasper, Benjamin Juarez, Ben Kamrath, Olivia 
Klug, Noah Korth, Clarissa Kosch, Cassie Kouma, 
Michaela Kresha, Ava Kuhl, Este Lesiak, Lizzie Parker, 
Camille Pelan, Janae Rusher, Josh Styskal, Ross Thor-
son, Kade Wiese and Madison Wittwer. 

Membership in NHS is based upon scholarship, lead-
ership, service, and character. Sophomores, juniors, and 
seniors who had a cumulative Grade Point Average of 
93% or higher and who had no offenses/violations as 
described in the Activities Training Rules were eligible 
and invited to apply. Faculty members Angie Rusher, 
Laura Salyard, Tyler Linder, Pat Brockhaus and Joan 
Lahm selected the new members from the applicants. 

A reception honoring the new members and their 
parents was held following the ceremony. 

For the 2018-2019 school year, there are now 78 
members of the Scotus Chapter of National Honor Soci-
ety. Congratulations to all newly-inducted members! 

 

Speech Teams Now Include JH 
From Miss Melanie Mimick and Mrs. Becki Zanardi, 

Speech Coaches 

As the fall activities’ season comes to a close, Scotus 
High School Speech Team is starting practices this 
month in anticipation of the winter competitions. 

The first high school meet is the Ashland-Greenwood 
Oxbow Invitational Sat., Jan. 12, 2019, followed by the 
Scotus Invite Jan. 19. 

Those interested in assisting during the home meet 
or the season can contact Head Coach Melanie Mimick 
at mmimick@scotuscc.org. 

This year, 15 potential speakers formed the first-
ever Scotus Junior High Speech Team 

The Junior High team plans to attend two meets in 
2019 from the following: Fri., March 1, at David City’ 
Fri., March 8, Grand Island Northwest; Fri., April 12, 
Norfolk Junior High; or Sat., April 13, Fremont Bergan. 

Speakers can participate in two events and should 
plan to practice one afternoon per event each week. 
Junior High speakers are welcome to ride along to high 
school speech meets if they are interested as well. 

Senior high speakers will be featured at an open house 
in January 2019, and junior high, in February 2019. 

Any student still interested in participating in Speech 
can still sign up with Miss Mimick or Mrs. Zanardi. 

mailto:kkdreesen@yahoo.com
mailto:jtooley@regis.edu
http://smile.amazon.com/


Senior High Guidance 
 Senior Snippets 

It’s time to get college applications submitted. 
The early entry deadline for many schools is Dec. 1; ask 
if the school that you are applying to has a separate form 
for scholarship applications. 

Check the Guidance page often for scholarship 
opportunities at www.scotuscc.org. 

Transcript requests for cooperating post-
secondary schools and eligibility centers should be re-
quested through Parchment. 

If you have not already done so, get your baby and 
senior pictures to Mrs. Rusher for the senior slide show.  

Seniors completed the ACRE Oct. 2-3. 
The Rotary Club recognized Caleb Kosch, the 

Rotary Club Student of the Month. He is the son of 
Cindy Kosch and the late Mike Kosch. 

Most colleges accept the ACT test Dec. 8 as the last 
test date for scholarship purposes. The regular registra-
tion deadline is Fri., Nov. 2, and late registration with a 
fee, Mon., Nov. 19.  Additional ACT test dates are Feb. 
9, 2019 (early registration ends Jan. 11, 2019), April 
13, 2019 (early registration ends March 8, 2019), June 
8, 2019 (early registration ends May 3, 2019) and July 
13 (early registration ends June 14, 2019). Participat-
ing students will need their admission ticket, calcu-
lator, and several sharpened #2 pencils. 

 Junior Jots 
Thirteen juniors participated in the PSAT Oct. 10. 

The PSAT is optional and is taken by students wanting 
to compete for National Merit Scholarships and/or pre-
pare for the SAT. 

 Freshman Fragments 
Freshmen completed the ACRE Oct. 11-12 and the 

ACT Aspire, Oct. 17. 
 

Junior High Guidance 
The students that qualified this school year to partic-

ipate in Duke University’s TIP program have been 
contacted. 

Terra Nova was completed the week of Sept. 17; 
and the ACT Aspire, Oct. 10. The kids’ attendance 
and cooperation was excellent. 

Congratulations, Mason Roberts, son of Tyler 
and Stacie Roberts, the Lion’s Club 8th-grade Student of 
the Month. 

 

Kristen Cox, Band 
10 Plastic storage bins for pep band music, $50 
Drum major mace with case and dome cover, $250 
 

Jane Dusel-Misfeldt, Chemistry 
Refinish lab station wood base, doors, drawers, to be determined 
 

Joan Lahm, Biology 
Probes for LabQuest, $300 
 

Melanie Mimick, Speech 
Scripts for Interpretation events, $100 
 

Jeff Ohnoutka, Administration 
Replace windows in president’s office, $2,500 
Replace windows in the stairwells, to be determined 
Classroom and hallway LED lighting, to be determined 
Classroom painting/flooring/furnishings, to be determined 
 

Cathy Podliska, Media Center 
15” Globe on an iron stand, approx. 3’ tall, $145 
Christian/Inspirational books (fiction and non-fiction), $355 
2017 World Book Encyclopedia Commemorative 100th edition, $649 
 

Laura Salyard, Vocal Music 
Sound system/mics/amps/wiring in Memorial Hall, $45,000 
 

Patti Salyard, Computer Lab B 
24 new computer tables, to be determined 
24 new computer lab chairs, to be determined 
 

Joe Schoenfelder, Maintenance 
Gator with snow handling attachments, $10,000 
 

Janet Tooley, Health 
*NEW* Ceiling fans and electrical installation in girls’ varsity 
locker room, to be determined 
Carpeting for west wall of Health classroom to decrease Band 
Room sound, to be determined 

Mark the Calendar 
 
 

 Nov. 1, All-School Mass, 2:30 PM, 
St. Bonaventure’s 

 Nov. 4, Daylight Saving Time Ends 

 Nov. 8, All-School Mass, 2:30 PM, 
St. Bonaventure’s 

 Nov. 12, 7:45 AM Start/12:07 PM Dismissal 
 Nov. 12, Veterans’ Day Program, 

10:30 AM 
 Nov. 21-23, No School; Thanksgiving 

holiday 
 Nov. 28, Pep Rally, 3:10 PM, Dowd 

Activity Center 
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Looking Ahead at December 
Watch for the First Quarter Honor roll 
and a wrap-up of the Fall Sports Season! 

http://www.scotuscc.org/


115-Year-Old Stations of the 
Cross Originally from Germany  

In 1903, a set of Stations of the Cross were deliv-
ered from Munich, Germany, to St. Francis Academy in 
Columbus, NE, as a gift from Frank and Joe Bucher to 
their sister, Sr. M. Agnella, in memory of their parents. 
Sr. M. Agnella was a member of the Sisters of St. Francis 
Seraph of Perpetual Adoration who lived and taught at 
St. Francis Academy. 

The Stations were 
installed in the Sisters’ 
chapel of St. Francis 
Academy and remained 
in the chapel when St. 
Bonaventure Parish pur-
chased the school and 
changed the name to St. 
Bonaventure High 
School.  

When a new convent 
for the Sisters was 
opened in 1952 on the 
St. Bonaventure Parish 
campus, the Stations 
were relocated to the new convent chapel. 

Nine parishes formed a corporation in 1964 to sup-
port St. Bonaventure High School and the name was 
changed to Scotus Central Catholic High School. 

As the number of Sisters serving the parish elemen-
tary school and Scotus declined over the years, the deci-
sion was made to close the convent in 1994. The Sta-
tions were returned to Scotus Central Catholic High 
School and stored in a closet, taken out only during Lent 
in the 1990’s and until 2002.  

In the summer of 2011, the Stations were rediscov-
ered and placed in the capable hands of Scotus alumna, 
Michelle (Brooks) Soulliere. to be restored. Over the 
course of 18 months, Michelle and Kathy Lohr carefully 
cleaned, replaced a features that had broken off over 
time and sealed the works of art. 

The Stations were to  installed above the senior lock-
ers between the chapel and the school’s main office as 
there is not adequate wall space available in the school’s 
chapel. But, the plaster pieces were fragile and couldn’t 
be hung as they were. Local craftsman Rick Zywiec was 
enlisted to help securely fastened the pieces to the hallway 
wall. Zywiec, owner of Zywiec R Construction, created 
oak frames and  installed the Stations in their new 
“permanent” locations over Christmas vacation 2012. 

What beautiful reminders of our Lord’s passion for 
our salvation and of Scotus Central Catholic’s mission to 
provide a faith-based Catholic education to its students. 
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Thank  
you, 
Class of 
1968, for 
replating 
Scotus’ 
chapel 
chalice 
and 
paten. 

The 12th Station of the Cross, 
Jesus Dies on the Cross 
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Save Receipts For 
 
 

Put your 
 
 
 
 

receipts in the Scotus receptacle as you leave the 
store and help Scotus score free educational 

materials. Eligible receipts must be dated between 
Sept. 1, 2018, and March 2, 2019. 


