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Accepting the Mission
From Mr. Jeff Ohnoutka, Scotus President
“My mission of being in the heart of the people is not just a part
of my life or a badge I can take off; it is not an 'extra' or just another
moment in life. Instead, it is something I cannot uproot from my
being without destroying my very self. I am a mission on this earth;
that is the reason why I am here in this world. We have to regard
ourselves as sealed, even branded, by this mission of bringing light,
blessing, enlivening, raising up, healing and freeing."
These words were written by Pope Francis in the “Evangelli
Gaudium” (Joy of the Gospel) in 2013.I believe it sums up precisely the role of Catholic schools in our society today. As many
of you know, it was recently announced that Scotus Central
Catholic would no longer have a campus minister assigned to our
building. This is happening throughout the Archdiocese as we
struggle with a shortage of priests.
Catholic schools exist to help young people grow in their
faith among a community of believers. That community of believers, through the example they set, create an environment
where Jesus may be encountered daily. Those that work in a
Catholic school understand that they are engaged in a vocation of
evangelization. That is why it is important for our school to provide opportunities for our faculty to grow in their faith as well.
Preparations for next year have already begun. I have numerous faculty volunteering to be part of a committee that will
work hard to fill the void left by not having a religious in our
building on a regular basis. I believe that we can create a model
that will be a positive force for the future. It is my hope that this
community of evangelizers will contain faculty, priests, students
and parents. Together, great ideas will be created and the more
engaged we all are, the deeper our faith will become. I know this
will be a challenge, but I really see this as an opportunity to grow
as a Catholic school.
I invite all Christians, everywhere, at this very moment, to a
renewed personal encounter with Jesus Christ, or at least an openness to letting him encounter them; I ask all of you to do this unfailingly each day. No one should think that this invitation is not
meant for him or her, since “no one is excluded from the joy
brought by the Lord.” The Lord does not disappoint those who
take this risk; whenever we take a step toward Jesus, we come to
realize that he is already there, waiting for us with open arms.
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Volunteers Needed for Gala
The 38th annual Scotus Gala dinner/auction, “A
Night at Castle Shamrock,” is Sat., April 6.
Gala organizers need:
 Parents and students to help set up tarps and
tables in the Dowd Activity Center Tues., Aprl
2, 5:30-7:30 PM.
 Parents and students to help set up the cafeteria
Thurs., April 4, 3-6:30 PM.
 Parent and student to serve the Gala dinner
Sat., April 6, 6:45- 9 PM.
 Parents only to help with cafeteria cleaning for
about an hour immediately after the auction
(approximately 10:15 PM.)
 Parents and students to help clean up Sun.,
April 7, at 9 AM. for about 2 hours.
To sign up to help, stop in the Central Office or
contact Janice Rosenquist at 402-564-7165 ext. 154
or jrosenquist@scotuscc.org.
Invest in Scotus the Easy Way!
Go to: www.scotuscc.org
Click on the “Donate” button.

Complete the simple form and you’ve made your
gift to accomplish so much for our students!
Jeff Ohnoutka
President

Merlin Lahm

Asst. Principal/Athletic Director

Pam Weir

Guidance Counselor

Fr. Capadano
Campus Minister

John Schueth

Development Director

Blessed John
Duns Scotus,
Pray for Us.

Mobile Bidding Now at Gala

Apply Now for Tuition Assistance

This year's Gala will feature mobile bidding for all of
the Silent and Super Silent auction items. NOTE: Grand
auction items will use the traditional bid number method.
Scotus has engaged QTEGO, a premium mobile
bidding provider, to make the experience easy and fun.
Guests can bid using cell phones or iPads. There will be
several helpers available if bidding assistance is needed.
To ensure fast and secure connections, the signal power
in the school will be boosted.
Electronic bidding is simple and interactive. Gala
guests will be able to checkout electronically as invoices
will be sent to the winning bidders’ devices.
Not attending Gala, but want to bid? Enter bids
from home or work.
Bidders can register to bid and scan through all of
the auction items about 10 days before Gala on-line at
qtego.net/qlink/scotuscc.

Tuition assistance applications for Archdiocese, Scotus and Children's Scholarship Fund information is available in the Scotus Central Office and on the Scotus website, www.scotuscc.org. Deadline to apply is Mon., April 18.

Orientation for 6th Grade, Parents
Orientation for new 7th-grade students is Mon.,
April 1, Current 6th-grade students will be at Scotus during periods 6-9 for orientation. Parents’ of new Scotus
students will meet at 7 PM, also April 1, in the Little Theater. Contact Mrs. Weir at 402-564-7165 ext. 121 or
pweir@scotuscc.org with questions or if unable to attend.

Gala Fundraiser to help STEAM
Each year, Gala supporters are asked to consider
funding a special capital improvement for the school.
This year, funds raised will support the purchase of a
trailer and curricular supplies to make a portion of the
Scotus STEAM Lab portable.
The Scotus STEAM Lab could be taken to each of
the Columbus Catholic grade schools at various times
throughout the year to provide a resource for their curriculum and stimulate the creative thought processes
fostered by the STEAM program.
Donations for this special project can be made to the
school at any time before, during or after the Gala.

New Auction Items Revealed
Come to the Gala prepared to bid on:
PINK concert at CHI; Carrie Underwood concert at
Pinnacle; rock climbing trip with Mr. Lahm; Husker
football packages to Colorado and Minnesota; Benelli
shotgun; dinner with Archbishop Lucas at his home; private tour of Samual Adams Brewery in Boston; Cancun
resort package; Chicago Cubs dream day package; threeday houseboat vacation at Table Rock Lake, tickets to
“Miss Saigon” and meal for four; a real tree loaded with
more than $1,000 in gift cards; drive a real NASCAR
Monster Energy Cup car at the Kansas Speedway; Escape Rooms and reception for 15; chef-prepared dinner
for 12 by Clean Slate Food Co. (Dylan Thompson ’10);
spontaneous trip for two to a major Midwestern city;
U.S. Open passes for 2020; four-wheeling on the Loup
River; tree house vacation in the Ozarks; and a luxury
hotel and spa in Excelsior Springs, MO, for six.
These are just some of the 53 Grand Auction and 27
Super Silent auction items available at this year’s Gala.

A Night at Castle
Shamrock Lottery
$100 Each

CSF a Good Investment

Only 600 to be sold for
chances to win any or
all of the $12,000 and
four $500 prizes

The 2018-19 school year marks the 17th year that
the Children’s Scholarship Fund of Omaha has provided
tuition assistance to students in our Columbus Catholic
schools.
The beauty of the program is that every dollar raised
in Columbus is matched by nearly $2 and returned in
the form of scholarships. Please consider donating, making checks payable to the Children’s Scholarship Fund.
Donations may be tax deductible as CSF is a designated 501 (c) 3. Donations may be dropped off at Scotus
or any of the three Catholic parish offices.

Main drawing is April 6 at the
Gala Dinner and Auction. Need
not be present to win.
Lottery is for the benefit of and
sponsored by Scotus Central
Catholic High School, Columbus,
NE, Raffle ID#35-0633283
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Proper Dress Required at Prom

Bus to Shamrock Golf Open

Music Notes

Scotus is providing coach bus transportation to and
from the Shamrock Open golf tournament at Tiburon Golf
Course in Omaha Sat., June 1. Cost is $20 per person.
The bus will leave Scotus at approximately 9:15 AM
and return immediately after the tournament dinner.
Bus reservations are needed by Fri., May 24.
Registration forms for the tournament and bus are
on Page 7.

Scotus’ Prom is Sat., March 30, in the Scotus cafeteria.
Doors will open at 6:30 PM, followed by dinner at
7:30 PM and the dance, 8:30-11:30 PM.
Please review the dress code for formal
dances on page 29 of the “Student/Parent Handbook.”
These dress code rules apply to both Scotus students and
their outside dates.
Mark the calendar for these upcoming Band events:


March 16, Conference High School Honor Band &
Choir
 April 12-13, District Music Contest at Central
Community College-Platte Campus
 April 16, Spring Band Concert grades 5-12
 May 12, Graduation (band grades 8-11)

Administration (Jeff Ohnoutka)
Replace windows in president’s office, $1,000
Replace windows in the stairwells, to be determined

Centennial Conference Honor Band and
Choir is March 16 at David City Aquinas High School.
The concert is at 4 PM and is open to the public. Scotus
band members selected into the Conference Honor Band
are Emily Ferguson, Isaac McPhillips, Lizzie Parker,
Katie Stachura and Josh Styskal. Honor Choir members
are Dominic McPhillips and Luke Przymus.
Dinner Concert Thank You from Mrs. Cox:
Ticket takers, dinner and clean-up workers, thank
you for volunteering for a stressful job and making it run
smoothly. Dinner was served to 900 people at the dinner concert. Special thanks to Mr. Ericson for the fantastic backdrop; Holli Bettenhausen and Shelly Adams for
use of the kitchen and equipment; Joe Schoenfelder,
Rob Daniels and Kevin Jedlicka for setting up audience
chairs and the cafeteria; Mrs. Olsen, Ms. Hendricks,
Ms. Salyard and Mrs. Lahm for helping with student
supervision; HyVee, Walmart, Super Saver, Fast Mart
and Off Campus for the generous donations; Nicole
Blaser, Amy Stachura, Susan Littlefield and Sarah Ehlers
for chairing the event; and parents for donating money
for meat, the delicious food and for supporting your
child or children in band.

Athletic Department (Merlin Lahm)
Tanita TBF-300WA Plus scale for wrestling (NSAA-approved
body composition/weight assessment scale), $1,499.96
Band (Kristen Cox)
Drum major mace with case and dome cover, $250
Chemistry (Jane Dusel-Misfeldt)
Refinish lab station wood base, doors, drawers, to be determined
Computer Lab B (Patti Salyard)
24 new computer tables, $4,900
24 new computer lab chairs, to be determined
Family & Consumer Science (Carmen Johnson)
New countertops, stainless steel sinks and faucets for the
classroom, $1,294
Health (Janet Tooley)
Ceiling fans and electrical installation in girls’ varsity locker
room, to be determined
Carpeting for west wall of Health classroom to decrease Band
Room sound, to be determined
HOSA (Joan Lahm)
March 2019 HOSA Leadership Conference fees of $120/student,
number of students attending to be determined

2019 Summer Campus, Activities














Grades 2-12 Girls’ Basketball Camp, May 28-31
Grades 2-12 Boys’ Basketball Camp, June 3-6
ArchOmaha Unite, June 8
Soccer Camp, June 10-13
Grades 4-12 Girls’ Volleyball Camp, June 25-28
JC Camp, June 20-23 and June 29-July 1
SH Boys’ Football Camps, July 15-19 & July 22-26
Grades 3-6 Boy’s Football Camp, July 15-18
JH Boys’ Football Camp, July 15-18
Steubenville Conference, July 19-21
Flag Corps Choreography Camp, July 15-19
SH Marching Band Camp, July 29-Aug. 2 & Aug. 5-9
SH First Day Fall Sports Practices, Aug. 12

Maintenance (Joe Schoenfelder)
Gator with snow handling attachments, $10,000
3 High Gain microphones for Dowd Center, $600
Media Center (Cathy Podliska)
15” Globe on an iron stand, approx. 3’ tall, $145
Christian/Inspirational books (fiction and non-fiction), $355
2017 World Book Encyclopedia Commemorative 100th edition, $649
Speech (Melanie Mimick)
Scripts for Interpretation events, $100
Vocal Music (Laura Salyard)
Sound system/mics/amps/wiring in Memorial Hall, $45,000
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Senior High Guidance
2019-20 class pre-registration requests have been collected and will be reviewed and the Master schedule created. Early spring, a hard copy of student schedules are given to all high school students for drop and add. A copy of the
course descriptions is available on Scotus’ homepage. Contact Mrs. Weir at 402-564-7165 ext. 121 or pweir@scotuscc.org
with questions or concerns.
Seniors, if you intend to fill out the FAFSA form, do so as soon as possible. Those submitted before March 1 have a
better chance of being offered some type of financial aid. Check the scholarship lists posted online at scotuscc.org. Keep a
list of scholarships offered and turn it into the Guidance/Counseling Office for Honor’s Night presentations. Once the college you are attending this fall is chosen, get the deposits in, which helps with housing contracts (priority is given to early
applicants).
Junior Boy’s and Girl’s State is June 2-8. Interviews were Feb. 21 and recipient(s) will be announced at a later date.
Juniors, it’s also a good time to think about taking the ACT test as colleges use ACT scores for scholarship and admission purposes; include the your college choices to receive your scores. The next test is Sat., April 13, with early registration ending Fri., March 8; a late fee will be accessed March 9-25. NOTE: The April 13 test (or earlier) is required for students to be eligible to take the Accelerated English 12 class next school year.
Scotus Guidance Office will be closed March 20-25; any requests made to this office during this time will need
to be referred to someone in the Central Office or an administrator.

Junior High Guidance
Congratulations, Hailey Steffensmeier, daughter of Joe and Shelly Steffensmeier, The Noon Lions Club 8th-Grade
Student of the Month.
Grades 7-8 class registration requests are in for next school year. The only student elective is Band. If your student is currently in Band and wants to opt out for next year, contact Mrs. Weir at 402-564-7165 ext. 121 or
pweir@scotuscc.org. NOTE: Only students continuing to participate in Band have the option of Vocal Music or a second
Study Hall opposite PE for one semester. Opt-out forms will be available this month.
8th-grade students have completed the process of inputting their choices for their freshman class registration. After
the master schedule is set, students will receive a hard copy and be given the opportunity to make changes through drop/
add. Contact Mrs. Weir with questions (see contact information above).
Nebraska Career Connections, sponsored by the
Dept. of Labor, Dept. of Education, Dept. of Economic Development, Education Quest Foundations, Vocational Rehabilitation, Nebraska 4H & Future Force Nebraska, is available to
students and their families to assist in careers, education planning and additional educational resources. Visit online at
http://www.nebraskacareerconnections.org/
Students entering the 7th grade this fall or are older and
new to the school must have the following immunizations
prior to entering school:
3 doses of Dtap, DTP, DT or TD vaccine
3 doses of Polio vaccine
2 doses of MMR or MMRV vaccine
3 doses of Hepatitis B vaccine
2 doses of MMRV (chicken pox) given on or after 12
month of age. If your child has already had chicken pox or received the vaccine, you must provide written verification from
your health-care provider.
1 dose Tdap (contains Pertussis booster)
Parents will receive a physical form for their student at 7thgrade Parent Orientation (date to be announced). Physicals cannot be given before May 1, 2019, and must be returned to the
Central Office WITH current shot records by Thurs., July 11.
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NHS Blood Drive Collects 103 Productive Units From 113 Donors
From Mrs. Jane Dusel-Misfeldt, National Honor Society Sponor
The Scotus Chapter of National Honor Society coordinated yet another Red Cross Blood Drive at Scotus.
Total donors scheduled were 122, thanks to the seniors, juniors, sophomores, faculty, parents, friends and Scotus alum. The Red Cross’ goal for this drive was 106 productive units of blood. Of the 122 scheduled, 113 donors were able to
give 103 units.
Students younger than age 18 were able to participate if they met the height and weight requirements and had parental
consent. This gave about half of the sophomore class and most of the juniors and seniors opportunity to donate blood.
There is a great deal of preparation that has to take place before the day of the drive. A class period was used to educate
students about the donation process. Thanks to Joan Lahm for educating the sophomores and Becki Zanardi for discussing
blood donation with the seniors.
Notes go out to all sophomores, juniors, seniors and some parents trying to get at least 130 people to say yes to donating. Then the actual scheduling begins. National Honor Society students get involved in several different ways. One is by
bringing sandwiches or homemade cookies for the canteen. Another is helping with the set-up and clean-up of the gym for
the day of the drive. Others volunteered to greet, register, escort and cater at the canteen during the day of the drive.
While the Red Cross goal of 106 units wasn’t met, the results were very good for our school. The statistics from our
Blood Drive did not meet the Red Cross goal, but still very good for a school of our size. The 103 units consisted of 85
whole blood units and 18 power red units. Of the 113 people able to donate, 36 were first time donors.
There were more than 85 volunteers who helped in some way with the Blood Drive, including NHS members, teachers not donating who volunteered their free period to sub for
teachers donating.
Happy St. Patrick’s Day
Special thanks to Danelle Kratochvil and Kelly Spenceri
for being canteen nurses. Having them there is a great service
D K T Y B G U K B N B C S M C G C
for our donors.
B E L R R O C W A L E S K A F R T
Thanks, also, to Pam Weir who spent the day with the
S O P S I I S X Q L U Z C E D E J
donors, helping in the canteen and supporting the students;
H S Y P R C S T E O V E O W M E J
Joan Lahm for helping with the pre-drive education of the
M J O T A S O B O J H R R Y E N E
sophomore classes; Becki Zanardi for discussing the donaR A A R U N R L R N U N M N T X D
tion process with the seniors; Tyler Linder for allowing me
P P R C C A D S O D A J A Z A A Y
to spend a class period with the juniors to help educate them
F R C C T L F I S U W D H W P S T
about blood donation; Mr. Ohnoutka, Mr. Lahm, the
S A O I H P W U K T R J S C H W I
teachers, maintenance and cafeteria staff for supportT E O F T R I F O L I U M G O L N
ing this project even though it interrupted classes, lunches and
S N D S C C P D N A L E R I R H I
the school day; and Joe Schoenfelder who maked sure that
S E P A I I G N O R T A P X Y X R
the gym is ready and gathers the many tables, chairs, trash
I R K R R H T N E E T N E V E S T
cans and more that are needed to help the Red Cross get setO P T A S A H D J S Z D T A P E U
up. The whole project has been and continues to be a great
Q A T A N H P I E D A E R B A V F
group effort. Thanks to all who helped in any way!
P E I N C S R I E F E B L T C A B
This is a wonderful experience for our students. If they
S N O K L K R H O L I D A Y S L I
get involved in giving blood at a young age, then they are
T P D Z L P R E H O N J V Y E S O
more likely to keep giving. It is also good for the students to
see their parents, teachers, friends and alumni donating with
BLUE
KIDNAPPED
SEVENTEENTH
them. The newspapers and radio continue to share with us the
BOSTON
MAEWYN
SHAMROCKS
BREAD
MARCH
SLAVE
need for more blood donors. It is my hope that now some of
CELEBRATIONS
METAPHOR
SNAKES
our students will become regular donors.
CROSS
PARADES
SODA
Remember, the Red Cross accepts donations every
ESCAPE
PATRICIUS
SUCCAT
Thursday in Columbus. The next time anyone who donated
GREEN
PATRICK
TRICOLOUR
HOLIDAY
PATRON
TRIFOLIUM
whole blood at our drive can donate is April 24.
HOLY
PIRATES
TRINITY
Let’s encourage each other to donate again. Please give
IRELAND
PRIEST
WALES
the gift of life – be a blood donor!
SAINT
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Mark the Calendar
















May you live these Lenten days with Mary, in the
joyful warm embrace of your Beloved Christ,
knowing that your love, gratitude and service to
others are sufficient to gladden His heart.
May you hear your Beloved Christ call you to
come apart from daily routine sometime and rest
a while alone with Him in a place apart so that
your spirit may be lit with the Resurrection-light
of His radiant love and presence.
May your heart be filled to over-flowing with
Lenten-grace, so that your whole being may sing
with new Alleluia-joy on Easter and every day
thereafter, until your eternal Alleluia with your
Beloved Risen Christ, Forever!

Vocal Concert, Tues., March 5, 7 PM,
Memorial Hall
Ash Wednesday Mass, Wed., March 6,
10:10 AM, St. Bonaventure Church
Team Scotus Day, Thurs., March 7
JH Speech Meet, Fri., March 8, 9 AM, at
Grand Island Northwest School
JH/SH Speech Open House, Fri., March
8, 7 PM, Scotus
Mr. Shamrock Contest/Simon House
Fundraiser, Sun., March 10, 7 PM, Memorial
Hall
Shamrock Club Wild Game Feed, Wed.,
March 13, 7 PM, KC Hall
Penance Services, Tuesday and Wednesday,
March 19-20, 9:55 AM-12:06 PM, St.
Bonaventure Church
Dress Down Day for Project Rachel, Fri.,
March 22
Alumni Men’s Basketball Tournament,
March 22-23
Team Scotus Day, Thurs., March 28
Prom, Sat., March 30

6

7

8

9

10

