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Thankful for Our Three Parishes:

From Jeff Ohnoutka, Scotus President

The second semester has arrived and that means planning begins for next year. I have begun the budgeting process and am so thankful for the support our three parishes
provide to Scotus Central Catholic. This school year the
cost to educate a student was around $8,500. Our tuition
was as you know, $3,000 for a 9-12 student and $2,900 for grades 7-8. Our parishes provide a scholarship to each of the
students to receive an outstanding Catholic education.
Sustainability for affordable Catholic
education has always been a primary concern for all associated with the budgeting
process of our schools. The sacrifices
made by those who financially support
our schools are owed a debt of gratitude. The support that
they give helps transform the lives of our young people
every day. As Catholic schools, we are a part of the mission of the Church. That mission includes evangelization. I
feel strongly about our role in Catholic schools and the
part we play in that evangelization. Strong parishes and
Catholic schools become places where we encounter
Christ daily.

We are fed spiritually by the numerous opportunities
that are provided to us by these institutions. That is why it
is so important to support our churches and schools with
our gifts of time, talent and treasure. There are many ways
to support and I encourage you to enrich our parishes and
schools with the gifts you have been blessed with. Our
three parishes and our four schools provide great blessings
to our Catholic community.
Thank you, St. Anthony, St. Bonaventure and St. Isidore parishes for all that you do to support Catholic education!

Scotus Students head to the
March For Life Rally:
In January, 39 students and 9 adults from Scotus
Central Catholic traveled to Washington D.C. for the
March For Life Rally. The annual rally is held on or
around the anniversary of Roe vs Wade, the 1973
decision by the United States Supreme Court that
legalized abortions nationwide.
The group left Columbus on Tuesday, January
21st and drove through the night towards Philadelphia. They arrived at the St. John Neumann’s Shrine in
Philadelphia on Wednesday evening and celebrated
Mass. Thursday, they started the day with prayers
outside of a Planned Parenthood and Mass at the Cathedral of St. Peter and Paul. Students and adults
were able to take in some sights throughout the trip,
including the Liberty Bell, Lincoln Memorial, and the
National Shrine of Immaculate Conception.
Friday students marched together and had an
amazing experience. Everyone came back to Columbus safely on Sunday, January 26th. Thank you to
everyone who prayed for our students & adults on
this trip!
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Under the Big Top!
Scotus Gala Lottery
Five changes to win ~ $14,000 in cash prizes!
$12,000 grand prize & 4- $500 consolation
prizes
Only 600 tickets - $100 each
Ticket sales begin January 18th, 2020 (see
www.scotuscc.org for more information)
1st Early Bird Drawing, Feb. 18: Drawing of 3
sold tickets and each winner will receive a free $100 lottery ticket.

2nd Early Bird Drawing, Mar. 18: Drawing of 2
sold tickets and each winner will receive a free $100 lottery ticket.

SEF 15 Extension Update
Thank you Shamrock Nation! To date we’ve had 614
donors contribute or pledge a combined $337,721 for
the SEF 15 Extension fund drive—exceeding our
$335,000 goal! Funds raised in this campaign are directed to provide tuition assistance for each student attending Scotus during the 2019-20 school year.
Donations are still encouraged to the campaign. Since the campaign goal has been met, any new
funds received will be designated for use as student tuition assistance in the next school year. Donations can be
sent to the Scotus development office or made online by
going to the Scotus website at: www.scotuscc.org and
click on the yellow “Donate” button. You will be directed through a secure link to Scotus’ PayPal account.

Only 600 tickets will be sold. Need not be present to
win. Main drawing will be held on April 18th, 2020 at the
Scotus Central Catholic High School Gala Dinner/
Auction. Lottery is for the benefit of and sponsored by
Scotus. Columbus NE Raffle ID# 35-0633283

TICKETS WILL NOT BE SOLD THE
NIGHT OF GALA!
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Dress Down Day: Fri., Feb. 7
StuCo Game Night: : Sat., Feb. 8, 7:00 PM
Band Dinner Concert: Mon., Feb. 10 5:007:00 PM
Sophomore Class Trip/SAC Museum:
Wed., Feb. 12, 8:00 AM
Youth Leadership Columbus: Wed., Feb.
12, 11:15-3:15
“Hello Dolly” Matinee: Thu., Feb. 13
NO SCHOOL: Fri., Feb. 14
“Hello Dolly” Musical: Fri. Feb. 14, 7:00
PM
“Hello Dolly” Musical: Sat. Feb. 15, 7:00
PM
“Hello Dolly” Musical: Sun. Feb. 16, 2:00
PM
Rock Talk: Wed., Feb 19 at 2:26 PM
St. Bons Trivia Night: Sat., Feb. 22, 7:00 PM
Ash Wednesday: Wed., Feb 26

Special Gala Fundraiser

Each year we ask our Gala supporters to consider
funding a special capital improvement for the
school. This year we hope to raise funds to support and
enhance the Campus Ministry Program at Scotus.

List of recent Gala-sponsored special
projects:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Mobile STEAM Lab—Gala 2019
Media Center remodel—Gala 2018
216 Lenovo tablets for students—Gala 2017
78 Lenovo tablets for students—Gala 2016
New cafeteria tables—Gala 2015
New junior high hall lockers—Gala 2014
New classroom desks—Gala 2013
New Scotus bus—Gala 2012
70 new tables for the Gala—Gala 2011
New student computer lab—Gala 2010
150 locker room lockers—Gala 2009
New windows for the cafeteria—Gala 2008

A big thank you to all of our supporters—you continue
to accomplish so much through your philanthropy! And
please contact the Scotus development office if you
would like to support the Campus Ministry Program!

Volunteers Needed for “Under the Big Top”
The 39th annual Scotus Gala dinner/auction will be held on Saturday, April 18th—
just a few months away!
•

We are actively seeking volunteers who will serve the Gala dinner from 6:45 pm to 9:00 pm. You
will have a great time, meet lots of Shamrock supporters, and enjoy a free admission to the Gala and
a complimentary meal! We especially encourage our junior high parents and students to accept
this stewardship opportunity for Scotus Central Catholic. If you would like to volunteer please
sign up through the following link: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040f49a8af2da5ff2-gala

•

Help is also needed to assist with clean-up efforts immediately following the Gala auction
(approximately 10:15 pm to 11:30 pm) and again on the following Sunday morning from 9:00 am to
10:30 am.

•

If the Gala weekend doesn’t work for you, we also need help setting up the tarps and tables in the
Dowd Center for the silent auction on Tuesday April 14th from 5:30 pm to 7:30 pm, and also on
Thursday, April 16th from 3:30 pm to about 6:00 pm to set up the cafeteria (putting linens and service on tables and setting up the drapes.)

•

Without this event, tuition would have to be raised $550 per student! There’s a good reason to roll
up your sleeves and contribute an hour or two for our most important annual fundraiser!

•

Our 2020 Gala co-chairs are: Dan & Jill (Hoebing ’84) Clarey, Mike & Nicole Fleming and Joe &
Shelly Steffensmeier. And our 2020 vice-chairs are: Tim & LeAnn Parker, Bobby & Rachel Pensick and Joe & Amy Wemhoff.

•

If you would like to volunteer to help, participate by donating an item for the silent or oral auctions,
or if you wish to receive an invitation to attend please contact Janice Rosenquist in the Scotus development office: 402-564-7165 ext. 154 or jrosenquist@scotuscc.org.

2020 SUMMER CAMPS/ACTIVITES
Summer will be here before we know it. Here is a list of our
summer camps so you can plan your summer vacations!
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Girls Basketball Camp (Tuesday-Friday, May 26-29 (grades 2-12)
Boys Basketball Camp (Monday-Thursday, June 1-4 (grades 2-12)
Speech Camp (Monday-Friday, June 1-5 (grades 7-12)
Soccer Camp (Monday-Thursday, June 8-11
Band Trip/Marching Practice (Monday-Thursday, June 15-18 (marching)
Band Trip/Marching Practice (Friday-Tuesday, June 19-23 (trip)
Girls Volleyball Camp (Tuesday-Friday, June 23-26 (grades 4-12)
JC Camp (Thursday-Sunday, June 11-14)
JC Camp (Thursday-Sunday, June 25-28)
Football Camp (Monday-Thursday, July 6-9 (Grades 3-8)
Football Camp (Monday-Friday, July 6-10 (High School)
Football Camp (Monday-Friday, July 13-17 (High School)
Steubenville Conference (Friday-Sunday, July 17-19
Flag Corps Choreography Camp (Monday-Thursday, July 13-16)
Drumline Camp (Monday-Friday, July 20-24 (grades 9-12)
Marching Band Camp (Monday-Friday, July 27-31 (grades 9-12)
Marching Band Camp (Monday-Friday, August 3-7 (grades 9-12)
First Day of Fall Sports Practices (Monday, August 10)

Alumni Basketball Tourney:
Start practicing those jump shots! The annual
alumni basketball tournament will be here before we
know it. The tournament will be held at Scotus Central Catholic on Friday and Saturday, March 20-21,
2020. Below is a photo of the winning men’s team in
the B Division last year.

Apply for Tuition Assistance:
Available for grades 9-12: Archdiocese
and Scotus tuition assistance programs are
determined using one (1) form, the Archdiocese of Omaha Applicant Financial Summary. Applications are available in English
and Spanish in the Central Office or online
at www.scotuscc.org. Completed applications and a copy of the 2019 IRS tax form
need to be turned into the Scotus Central
Office no later than Fri., April 24,2020.
No late applications will be accepted.

•

•

Available for grades 7-8: Children’s Scholarship Fund (CSF) applications are available
only online at www.csfomaha.org and must
be completed in order to be eligible for Scotus
tuition assistance. CSF online applications
open Thursday, February 13, 2020 and close
Friday, May 1,2020. Families with 7th and
8th graders must also complete an
Archdiocese of Omaha Applicant Financial Summary for Scotus tuition assistance. Forms in English and Spanish are
available at Scotus in the Central Office or
online at www.scotuscc.org. Completed applications and a copy of the 2019 IRS tax form
need to be turned into the Scotus Central Office no later than Friday, April 24, 2020.
Please note, two (2) applications are required
and no late applications will be accepted.

Band News:
The Scotus Band will be holding their 25th
annual Dinner Concert “Get Into The Game” on
Monday, February 10. The concert will celebrate
Scotus school spirit & will reflect on the development of the pep band over the past 25 years. If
you have Scotus attire, please wear it to the concert. We would love to see letter jackets, jerseys,
and other Scotus activity shirts in our audience!
Dinner, buffet style, will be served from 5:15pm7:00pm in the Scotus cafeteria. The concert will
begin at 7:00pm in Activity Center. Ticket prices
are $7.00 and $3.00 for children (K-3). Tickets
are available from any band student or at the door.
Bake Sale Report: We had another outstanding
year with the bake sale. The funds will be used to
purchase 10 new music stands. Parents--Thank
you for making this year’s bake sale a great success. Everything was beautifully packaged, and we
had a great variety for our customers.

JC Camp Counselor Applications:
Applications are now being accepted for counselors for the 2020 JC Camps June 11-14 and June
25-28. You can find the forms on the Scotus website homepage. The deadline is March 1,
2020. If you have any questions you can contact
Jeff Johnson at 402-910-2362 or Shannon Stutzman at 402-276-4432.

Junior/Senior Prom:
Prom will be held on Saturday, April 4th, 2020
in the Scotus Cafeteria.
• 6:30 PM - Doors open
• 7:30 PM - Dinner
• 8:30 PM-11:30 PM Dance
Please take time to review the dress code for
formal dances found in the Student/Parent
Handbook. These dress code rules apply to
both Scotus students and their outside dates.

Children’s Scholarship Fund (CSF)
Since its inception in 1999, CSF has provided $760,109.65 in scholarship support to
students in the Columbus Catholic Schools!
The 2019-20 school year marks the 18th year that the Children’s Scholarship Fund of Omaha has provided tuition assistance to students in our Columbus Catholic schools. Since its inception in 1999, CSF
has provided $760,109.65 in scholarship support to students in the Columbus Catholic Schools!
The beauty of the program is that every dollar raised in Columbus is matched and returned! Last year,
we solicited funds (December 2018 through July 2019) and sent to CSF-Omaha a donation total of
$21,788.36 from Columbus. We received back $51,500.00 in scholarships benefiting 61 students who
are attending one of our four Columbus Catholic schools during the 2019-20 school year. For each
dollar raised and sent to Omaha, we were guaranteed to receive back $1.50 from CSF and we received
back much more.
Please consider making a donation, checks payable to: Children’s Scholarship Fund. Your donation may
be tax deductible, CSF is a designated 501 (c) 3, and you will be helping our families afford the cost of
attending one of our Catholic schools. Donations may be dropped off at Scotus or your parish office. Remember, every dollar you contribute will be matched and returned to our schools!

Junior High Guidance
•
•
•

•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Class Registration:
Junior High schedules are mass enrolled after the upper class student have input their registration requests.
Families that are opting for a change in Band participation next school year should notify me.
Band students ONLY have the option to either participate in Vocal Music or request study hall opposite PE
for one semester.
Opt-out forms need to be signed by a parent or guardian and returned to the School Counseling Office.
Elementary Visits:
I will visit each Catholic Elementary School in February and administer the GSRT (a reading test). Afterward, students will be given the opportunity to ask questions about the transition between elementary and
junior high.
Immunization Reminder:
Do you have a son or daughter entering the 7th grade this fall? The following immunizations are needed
prior to entering school.
3 doses of Dtap, DTP, DT or TD vaccine
3 doses of Polio vaccine
2 doses of MMR or MMRV vaccine
3 doses of Hepatitis B vaccine
2 doses of MMRV (chicken pox) given on or after 12 months of age. If your child has already had chicken
pox or received the vaccine, you must provide written verification from your health-care provider.
1 dose Tdap (Contains Pertussis booster)

Senior High Guidance
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•

•

•
•
•

•

•

•

Upcoming Registration:
2020-21 registration is beginning, starting with this year’s 11th grade class and ending with the 8th
grade.
Accelerated English 12 is a dual credited college class offered through CCC. The ACT requirement
is 18+. (See Course Description for English prerequisites.)
Next year’s class registration form will be sent home with your son or daughter. Watch for it!
After making selections, please return the registration with a parent & student signatures to
school. Students will enter their class choices online.
If you have any questions or concerns, contact Mrs. Weir.
FAFSA & Scholarship applications:
Be sure to check with your Financial Aid Administrator for filing deadlines. Late applications may
potentially lose money that a timely application may have been eligible.
The website for online application is: www.fafsa.ed.gov
Be sure to apply for a PIN, both for yourself and for your son/daughter. It will allow you to electronically sign and submit your application.
As a friendly reminder, when a student needs a recommendation, give a student resume to the recommender and allow a fair amount of time for the request to be completed.
Collegebound Nebraska:
Did you know that the Collegebound Nebraska Initiative guarantees to Nebraska residents, (that
receive a federal Pell Grant, in any amount) paid tuition for full-time University of Nebraska students, maintaining a 2.5 GPA? http://collegeboundnebraska.com/tuition.htm

Seniors:
Rotary Club recognized Cole Demuth, son of Doug & Sandi Demuth as Student of the Monht.
Congratulations Cole!
If you know which college you will be attending next fall, be sure and get your deposit paid in order to receive top housing opportunities.
Please keep a list of scholarships that you have been offered & turn your list with the name of the
college you will attend into Guidance. (This information is used to recognize seniors for Honor’s
Night.)
Juniors:
The ASVAB test was given January 15th. The test was administered online, with results made available immediately.
Juniors will be eligible to participate in Boys’ and Girls’ State. The 80th Annual Session will be
May 31-June 6. Applications will be made available this month. Watch for more details in the daily announcements.
ACT will be offering students more choices beginning with the September 2020 ACT test. Students will be allowed to do section re-testing, faster results, with online testing and super scoring.
For Nebraska students to take advantage of this opportunity, they must have previously taken the full ACT.

Scotus Central Catholic JR/SR High School
1554 18th Ave.
Columbus, NE
68601-5132

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

