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Saying Thank You:

From Jeff Ohnoutka, Scotus President

As we end into March and the fourth quarter, I want to
thank a group of people who deserve way more recognition then they receive. That is our coaches and sponsors of
all our extra-curricular activities. Scotus Central Catholic
has always been about excellence. We all know about the
successes of our athletic programs. The
banners in the gym and the trophies in the
hallway are evidence of that success.
What many do not know about the successes of our clubs and some of our other
activities that don’t always get the huge
crowds.
Our Speech team is an excellent example
of this. Ten years ago, we may have had
fifteen students out for Speech. Now our numbers approach forty and our coaches have created a junior high
team as well. The dedication that is shown by Ms. Mimick
and Mrs. Zanardi is outstanding. Another excellent example is Mrs. Rusher and our award-winning Journalism department. In recent years they have won several state and
individual championships at the NSAA competition. A couple of years ago Mrs. Lahm started a club called HOSA.
This club is geared toward students who are interested in
health-related occupations. This last weekend, Mrs. Rall
took a group of students to compete in our first ever Robotics competition and Mrs. Ohnoutka runs a junior high
Coding Club after school a few days a week.
The hours spent by these coaches and sponsors is incredible. What is more incredible though is the level of
enthusiasm and care they put into those hours. So if your
student has been a part of one of these groups or the band,
musical or play production, please let these hard working
people know that you value the work that they do. It’s The
Scotus Way!

Past Yearbooks & Newspapers are
now online:
Have you ever had your son or daughter ask to
see your high school yearbooks? As you search the
basement and come across the 20th box with still
no sight of a yearbook, you give up. You’re sad.
Your child is sad. This makes Scotus sad!
The idea of digitizing past yearbooks has been
discussed at length at Scotus, but it was difficult to
find the right avenue to do it. Whether it was quality or cost, there was always a hiccup. This fall, the
Development Office received a lead from the public library about a company in Oklahoma that could
help digitize our Yearbooks and past school newspapers.
Oklahoma Correctional Industries (OCI), offers a special service called the “Yearbook Project.”
This service allows high schools to have their yearbooks scanned and processed at no cost. The service started for high schools in Oklahoma to preserve archived yearbooks from tornadoes, but it
was so popular it’s now a nationwide program.
We contracted with the company to have all of
our school newspapers digitized as well. The school
newspapers cost between $600-$1,000 in total. All
of our 71 yearbooks and newspapers were returned
to Scotus in January and they are available on our
website at scotuscc.org/yearbooks and scotuscc.org/past-newspapers. Now you can share the
memories with your children easily!
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President

Merlin Lahm

Asst. Principal/Athletic Director

Angie Rusher

Assistant Principal

Pam Weir

Guidance Counselor

John Schueth

Development Director

Blessed John
Duns Scotus,
Pray
for Us.

Under the Big Top!

Mobile Bidding and Gala Auction Items:

Scotus Gala Lottery

Thank Once again, the Gala will feature mobile bidding for
all of the Silent and Super Silent auction items. (Grand auction
items will use the traditional bid number method.) You can
register to bid, scan through all of the auction items, and even
bid on items through the auction website—which should be
ready April 6. Go to: qtego.netqlink/scotuscc.

Five changes to win ~ $14,000 in cash prizes!
$12,000 grand prize & 4- $500 consolation
prizes
Only 600 tickets - $100 each
Ticket sales begin January 18th, 2020 (see
www.scotuscc.org for more information)
2nd Early Bird Drawing, Mar. 18: Drawing of 2
sold tickets and each winner will receive a free $100 lottery ticket.

Only 600 tickets will be sold. Need not be present to
win. Main drawing will be held on April 18th, 2020 at the
Scotus Central Catholic High School Gala Dinner/
Auction. Lottery is for the benefit of and sponsored by
Scotus. Columbus NE Raffle ID# 35-0633283

TICKETS WILL NOT BE SOLD THE
NIGHT OF GALA!

March Calendar
















First Day of Spring Sports: Mon., Mar. 2
Quiz Bowl: Mon., Mar. 2, 8:00 AM
Blood Drive: Wed., Mar. 4, 8:00-4:00 PM
Dress Down Day: Fri., Mar. 6
Track Parents Meeting: Mon., Mar. 9, 6:15
PM
Penance Services: Tue., Mar. 10 9:55AM12:06 PM
Penance Services: Wed., Mar. 11 9:55AM12:06 PM
Speech Team Open House: Thu. Mar. 12,
7:00 PM
Mr. Shamrock: Sun. Mar. 15, 7:00 PM
March For Life Presentation: Mon. Mar.
16, 6:30 PM
SPRING BREAK: Wed., Mar. 18—Mar. 20
Quest Retreat: Sat., Mar. 21—22, 8:00 AM
RockTalk: Wed., Mar 25 at 2:26 PM
St. Isidore’s Shrimp Peel: Fri., Mar 27 6:0011:00 PM
FBLA Conference: Mon., Mar 30—Apr 1 in
Kearney

The deadline to purchase your Gala reservation is also April 6.
And remember, we will not be selling lottery tickets the night
of the Gala so be sure to buy your ticket today!

Gala Auction Items:

This is a listing of a few new Grand Auction Items for the
Gala: Maroon 5 concert for 4 at Pinnacle, a custom Scotus 12gauge shotgun, Trip for four to the Waste Management Open
2021, Lake McConaughy fishing trip, trip for two to the ESPY
awards in Los Angeles, Lion King and dinner for 4 in Omaha,
NCAA Volleyball Final 4 action for four in Omaha, Trip to
Nashville for four with air, Ryder Cup Golf in Kohler WI,
John Deere riding lawn mower, Beach Boys concert for four in
Lincoln, Wisconsin Dells condo that sleeps 6, Jet boat ride and
meals for 4 and of course many of the fun and exciting returning auction items from last year!

Special Gala Fundraiser

Each year we ask our Gala supporters to consider
funding a special capital improvement for the
school. This year we hope to raise funds to support and
enhance the Campus Ministry Program at Scotus.

List of recent Gala-sponsored special
projects:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Mobile STEAM Lab—Gala 2019
Media Center remodel—Gala 2018
216 Lenovo tablets for students—Gala 2017
78 Lenovo tablets for students—Gala 2016
New cafeteria tables—Gala 2015
New junior high hall lockers—Gala 2014
New classroom desks—Gala 2013
New Scotus bus—Gala 2012
70 new tables for the Gala—Gala 2011
New student computer lab—Gala 2010
150 locker room lockers—Gala 2009
New windows for the cafeteria—Gala 2008

A big thank you to all of our supporters—you continue to
accomplish so much through your philanthropy! And please
contact the Scotus development office if you would like to
support the Campus Ministry Program!

Volunteers Needed for “Under the Big Top”
The 39th annual Scotus Gala dinner/auction will be held on Saturday, April 18th—
just a few months away!
•

We are actively seeking volunteers who will serve the Gala dinner from 6:45 pm to 9:00 pm. You
will have a great time, meet lots of Shamrock supporters, and enjoy a free admission to the Gala and
a complimentary meal! We especially encourage our junior high parents and students to accept
this stewardship opportunity for Scotus Central Catholic. If you would like to volunteer please
sign up through the following link: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040f49a8af2da5ff2-gala

•

Help is also needed to assist with clean-up efforts immediately following the Gala auction
(approximately 10:15 pm to 11:30 pm) and again on the following Sunday morning from 9:00 am to
10:30 am.

•

If the Gala weekend doesn’t work for you, we also need help setting up the tarps and tables in the
Dowd Center for the silent auction on Tuesday April 14th from 5:30 pm to 7:30 pm, and also on
Thursday, April 16th from 3:30 pm to about 6:00 pm to set up the cafeteria (putting linens and service on tables and setting up the drapes.)

•

Without this event, tuition would have to be raised $550 per student! There’s a good reason to roll
up your sleeves and contribute an hour or two for our most important annual fundraiser!

•

Our 2020 Gala co-chairs are: Dan & Jill (Hoebing ’84) Clarey, Mike & Nicole Fleming and Joe &
Shelly Steffensmeier. And our 2020 vice-chairs are: Tim & LeAnn Parker, Bobby & Rachel Pensick and Joe & Amy Wemhoff.

•

If you would like to volunteer to help, participate by donating an item for the silent or oral auctions,
or if you wish to receive an invitation to attend please contact Janice Rosenquist in the Scotus development office: 402-564-7165 ext. 154 or jrosenquist@scotuscc.org.

Alumni Basketball Tourney:
Start practicing those jump shots! The annual
alumni basketball tournament will be here before we
know it. The tournament will be held at Scotus Central Catholic on Friday and Saturday, March 20-21,
2020. Below is a photo of the winning men’s team in
the C Division last year.

Apply for Tuition Assistance:
Available for grades 9-12: Archdiocese
and Scotus tuition assistance programs are
determined using one (1) form, the Archdiocese of Omaha Applicant Financial Summary. Applications are available in English
and Spanish in the Central Office or online
at www.scotuscc.org. Completed applications and a copy of the 2019 IRS tax form
need to be turned into the Scotus Central
Office no later than Fri., April 24,2020.
No late applications will be accepted.

•

•

Available for grades 7-8: Children’s Scholarship Fund (CSF) applications are available
only online at www.csfomaha.org and must
be completed in order to be eligible for Scotus
tuition assistance. CSF online applications
open Thursday, February 13, 2020 and close
Friday, May 1,2020. Families with 7th and
8th graders must also complete an
Archdiocese of Omaha Applicant Financial Summary for Scotus tuition assistance. Forms in English and Spanish are
available at Scotus in the Central Office or
online at www.scotuscc.org. Completed applications and a copy of the 2019 IRS tax form
need to be turned into the Scotus Central Office no later than Friday, April 24, 2020.
Please note, two (2) applications are required
and no late applications will be accepted.

2020 American Heart Association Jump
for Heart:
On February 13TH from 1:45-3:25, the Scotus
Dowd Activity Center was “jumping” with the 3rd
and 4th graders from our three Catholic Elementary Schools. The students were doing their part
and helped to raise $5372.61 to fight heart disease, which is the number one killer in America
today!
We would like to take this opportunity to
thank all of the students who did an awesome job
of jumping and raising funds for such a worthy
cause. To everyone who gave some of their hardearned money, your generosity is greatly appreciated! We would also like to thank HyVee for donating fruit for all of the jumpers and guestspeaker, Mrs. Holli Bettenhausen from the SCC
Cafeteria, for adding to the fun.
The following students are congratulated for
being our top fundraisers! Bailey Faltys
and Cameron Kuhl $200.00 each and Landon
Boesch $143.00. Great job to all of the students
who took part in our Jump!
Event coordinators include Danielle Bender
(St. Bonaventure & St. Isidore,) Jan Foltz (St. Anthony) and Janet Tooley (Scotus) along with volunteer Scotus students and the elementary classroom teachers! Thanks to everyone for doing such
an awesome job in support of this worthy cause!

Junior/Senior Prom 2020:
•
•
•
•

•
•

Saturday, April 4th, 2020
Scotus Cafeteria
6:30 PM - Doors open (Breathalyzer Test)
7:25 PM - Dinner (All students must sign up
outside dates & select meal choices by Friday,
March 27th)
8:30 PM-11:30 PM Dance
12:20 AM—3:30 AM Post Prom at Scotus
(Breathalyzer Test)

Please take time to review the dress code for
formal dances found in the Student/Parent
Handbook. These dress code rules apply to
both Scotus students and their outside dates.

5th Annual Chip Kaup Classic
•

The 5th Annual Chip Kaup Classic is set for April 25th at the Elks Country Club in Columbus. The
tournament raises money for the Chip Kaup Memorial Scholarships, which are character-based scholarships awarded to a Scotus senior male and female soccer player that best exhibit Chip Kaup’s outstanding personality. Chip was a member of the 1997 State Championship Soccer Team, homecoming king, and most importantly, a great human being. He was unselfish, loyal, compassionate, and
determined in everything that he did. His outgoing personality and open-mindedness allowed him to
get along with everyone he met. He made a point of seeing the good in everyone and went out of his
way to make sure that nobody felt left out. These scholarships are intended to encourage others to
strive to be more like Chip and to recognize those that have already exhibited his personality traits

•

The tournament is a two person scramble and there are three flights (good golfers, bad golfers, and a
ladies flight). Entry fee is $60 per golfer and includes dinner afterward and free giveaways. There
are also plenty of on course contests and raffles, including a free $10,000 hole in one contest, sponsored by Evan Trofholz Grounds Care. To register to golf, become a sponsor ($200), or volunteer
to help, please e-mail: ChipKaupClassic@gmail.com. We are limited to 100 golfers so sign up
soon! Thank you! -- Kyle Diederich ’95

13th Annual Shamrock Open
•

The date for the 13th Annual Shamrock Open has been set for Saturday, June 6, 2020 with a shotgun
start at 1:00 pm. The tournament will be held at Tiburon GC in Omaha, and it is open to everyone!
Players can count on a tourney known for its excellent flight and flag prizes, good food and exceptional camaraderie!

•

Sponsorships are available and especially encouraged from class years and Shamrock business owners.
Funds raised through the event are used to support the Shamrock athletic program.

•

For more information about registration or becoming a tourney sponsor, contact Nick Puetz ’97 at:
shamrockopen@gmail.com or Joe Puetz ’01 at puetzfinancial@gmail.com or John Schueth in the
Scotus development office at jschueth@scotuscc.org, 402 564 7165 ext. 109.

2020 SUMMER CAMPS/ACTIVITES
Summer will be here before we know it. Here is a list of our
summer camps so you can plan your summer vacations!
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Girls Basketball Camp (Tuesday-Friday, May 26-29 (grades 2-12)
Boys Basketball Camp (Monday-Thursday, June 1-4 (grades 2-12)
Speech Camp (Monday-Friday, June 1-5 (grades 7-12)
Soccer Camp (Monday-Thursday, June 8-11
Band Trip/Marching Practice (Monday-Thursday, June 15-18 (marching)
Band Trip/Marching Practice (Friday-Tuesday, June 19-23 (trip)
Girls Volleyball Camp (Tuesday-Friday, June 23-26 (grades 4-12)
JC Camp (Thursday-Sunday, June 11-14)
JC Camp (Thursday-Sunday, June 25-28)
Football Camp (Monday-Thursday, July 6-9 (Grades 3-8)
Football Camp (Monday-Friday, July 6-10 (High School)
Football Camp (Monday-Friday, July 13-17 (High School)
Steubenville Conference (Friday-Sunday, July 17-19
Flag Corps Choreography Camp (Monday-Thursday, July 13-16)
Drumline Camp (Monday-Friday, July 20-24 (grades 9-12)
Marching Band Camp (Monday-Friday, July 27-31 (grades 9-12)
Marching Band Camp (Monday-Friday, August 3-7 (grades 9-12)
First Day of Fall Sports Practices (Monday, August 10)

Children’s Scholarship Fund (CSF)
Since its inception in 1999, CSF has provided $760,109.65 in scholarship support to
students in the Columbus Catholic Schools!
The 2019-20 school year marks the 18th year that the Children’s Scholarship Fund of Omaha has provided tuition assistance to students in our Columbus Catholic schools. Since its inception in 1999, CSF
has provided $760,109.65 in scholarship support to students in the Columbus Catholic Schools!
The beauty of the program is that every dollar raised in Columbus is matched and returned! Last year,
we solicited funds (December 2018 through July 2019) and sent to CSF-Omaha a donation total of
$21,788.36 from Columbus. We received back $51,500.00 in scholarships benefiting 61 students who
are attending one of our four Columbus Catholic schools during the 2019-20 school year. For each
dollar raised and sent to Omaha, we were guaranteed to receive back $1.50 from CSF and we received
back much more.
Please consider making a donation, checks payable to: Children’s Scholarship Fund. Your donation may
be tax deductible, CSF is a designated 501 (c) 3, and you will be helping our families afford the cost of
attending one of our Catholic schools. Donations may be dropped off at Scotus or your parish office. Remember, every dollar you contribute will be matched and returned to our schools!

Junior High Guidance
Class Registration:

Junior High requests are mass enrolled for next school year, grades 7 & 8. The only student elective is Band.
o Please call the Counseling Office if your son or daughter that is currently in Band, is wanting to opt out
of Band for the next school year.
o ONLY students continuing to participate in Band have the option of Vocal Music or a second Study Hall
(opposite PE) for one semester. Watch for those Opt-out forms this month
•

•

•

8th grade students have completed the process of inputting their choices for their freshman class registration.
8th Grade Student of the Month:
Congratulations Jude Maguire, son of Fred and Carrie Maguire. He was recognized by the noon Lion’s
Club.
NE Career Connections:
Sponsored by the Dept. Of Labor, Dept. of Education, Dept. of Economic Development, Education
Quest Foundations, Vocational Rehabilitation, Nebraska 4H and Future Force Nebraska is being made
available to students and their families to assist in careers, education planning and additional educational
resources. The website is https://www.nebraskacareerconnections.org/

Senior High Guidance
•
•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•
•

Upcoming Registration:
Pre-registrations requests have been collected for the upcoming school year. The class
requests will be reviewed and the Master schedule set.
Early spring, a hard copy of student schedules will be given to all high school students
for drop and add. Remember a copy of the course descriptions is available on Scotus’
homepage.
If you have any questions or concerns, contact Mrs. Weir.
Seniors:
If you are intending on filling out the FAFSA form, you need to do so as soon as possible. If you submit prior to March 1st you have a better chance of being offered some
type of financial aid.
Make sure to check the scholarship lists posted on our webpage: scotuscc.org Please
keep a list of scholarships offered to the student. Received scholarship lists need to be
turned into the School Counseling Office for Honor’s Night presentations.
If you have determined which college you will be attending in the fall, get your deposits paid. By doing so, you will be given the opportunity to complete a housing contract. Priority is given to early applicants.

Juniors:
Boys and Girls State will be May 31 - June 6. Scotus’ Girls State representative for
Scotus is Elizabeth Parker. The March 3rd Boys State interviews will determine the
our school’s representative, which will be announced at a later date.
It is a good time to think about taking the ACT test. Colleges use ACT scores for
scholarship and admission purposes. Be sure to include your targeted college of choice
to receive your scores.
The next ACT test is April 4th; regular registration was due February 28th. A late fee
will be required, allowing students the ability to register up to March 13th.
ACT scores are required for students to be eligible to take the Accelerated English 12
class next school year.

Scotus Central Catholic JR/SR High School
1554 18th Ave.
Columbus, NE
68601-5132

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

