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(Ohnoutka continued) 
 I hope that you will take the time to reach out to these 

fantastic people. They have dedicated many years of their 

lives working for our school. Each one of them has allowed 

us to stay business as usual for a long time. We are grateful 

for their passion and commitment to the Scotus community. 

Spring Scotus Activities Rescheduled: 
 

Graduation 

If the Governor’s Directed Health Measures allow for 250 
people to gather in one place on June 1, 2020 then gradua-
tion will be scheduled for June 27, 2020 at 1pm. 

If the DHM does not meet that requirement on June 
1,2020, Scotus Central Catholic will then move to the sec-
ond option. 

The second option would be, should the DHM allow for 250 
people to gather as of July 13, 2020 then graduation will be 
scheduled for August 1, 2020 at 1pm. 

On May 10, 2020 the day graduation was scheduled to hap-
pen, the senior slide show will be released. A link to this 
video will be sent out via email and social media. The school 
is also currently discussing other plans to honor our seniors 
that day. 
 
Prom 

If the DHM meets the 250 people allowance on June 1, 2020 
then Prom will be scheduled on June 13, 2020. The prom 
will run from 8pm-11pm. There will not be a meal served at 
this event. 

In the event that the June date is not available and if the 
DHM on July 13, 2020 allows for 250 people to gather, the 
Prom will be held on July 25, 2020. The times will once 
again be from 8pm-11pm. No meal will be served. 
 
(Continued on the next page) 

A New Twist on Business as Usual 
From Jeff Ohnoutka, Scotus President 

 There is no question that things have not been business as usual 

this spring, at Scotus Central Catholic. Our school building may be 

closed but the education of our students continues. The partnership 

created between teachers, students and parents has been integral to 

the success of e-learning. As a school, we made some adjustments 

after the first two weeks to create a more user-

friendly approach to getting information out. I 

believe this has made a huge difference.  

 I want to switch gears and talk about a differ-

ent business as usual. One of the great things 

about Scotus Central Catholic has been the con-

sistency in the makeup of our faculty. For a long 

time, the students would change but the out-

standing faculty remained the same. Next year, 

things will be a little different. Our school is los-

ing four outstanding people. Mrs. Bomar, Mrs. Blaser and Mrs. 

Weir are retiring, and Mr. Coulter has accepted a position at Lin-

coln Lutheran. Those teachers have combined for over 70 years of 

experience at Scotus Central Catholic. 

 We want to wish Mr. Coulter the best of luck in his new posi-

tion. I am sure that he will be an outstanding head basketball coach. 

His time here has prepared him well for this position.  Hopefully, 

we do not have to play them very often! 

 Mrs. Bomar has brought stability to our Spanish program. Her 

infectious positive attitude and love for her students will really be 

missed. We were very lucky to have her here and we wish her the 

best in retirement. 

 Mrs. Blaser came to Scotus Central Catholic right out of col-

lege. Her impact in the classroom and on the volleyball court have 

been incredible. She has always brought out the best in her students 

and athletes by having a high expectation and a determination to 

succeed. Thank you, Mrs. Blaser! 

 We also want to congratulate Mrs. Weir for all her work in the 

guidance office. Her friendly smile and willingness to put the stu-

dent’s needs first have made her a valuable member of our staff. She 

has been instrumental in building schedules and assisting students in 

college planning. Thank you, Mrs. Weir. 



(39th Annual Gala continued) 
  
 Gala Lottery winners were:  Knights of Columbus Council 
#938, Columbus ($12,000); and $500 each to Gary 
Luchsinger, Mark Pflum, Bob & Kathy Podraza and Dwayne 
Johnson, all from Columbus.  All 595 of the $100 lottery tick-
ets were sold (5 were given away as incentive prizes.) Winners 
of the jewelry were Lela Schaecher, Kendra Pavlik and Tyson 
Owens ‘99 and Randy Cline won the $1,000 coozie drawing. 
 
 The average Gala net over the last five year is $202,950 
and preliminary figures for this year provide a net of 
$147,040—a nice figure in light of the circumstances! Our 
budgeted goal for this year was $200,000.  Donations to the 
campus ministry program total about $23,000 of our $30,000 
goal. Over all, Scotus is very grateful for the truly remarkable 
support we received this year from our individual and business 
partners. 
 
 The Gala committee worked hard all year to present the 
Gala and it was unfortunate that they could not be recognized 
publicly at the event for their efforts.  The Gala co-chairs 
were:  Dan & Jill (Hoebing ’84) Clarey, Mike & Nicole Flem-
ing and Joe & Shelly Steffensmeier.  Gala vice-chairs were: 
Tim & LeAnn Parker, Bobby & Rachel Pensick and Joe & Amy 
Wemhoff.  
 
 Our theme this year was, “Under the Big Top” and the 
plan was to present a 1920’s circus theme for the Gala guests 
to enjoy.  With all of the decorations purchased for this year 
that were left unused, it is likely that we will use the same 
theme again for Scotus Central Catholic’s 40th Gala dinner/
auction planned for April 17, 2021.  
 

 
Order Polos, Sweats On-Line: 

Scotus polo shirt and sweatshirt orders are now on-line 
and are no longer taken in the Central Office. 

Order on-line at https://inkedcolumbus.com/scotus/shop/home. 
Orders placed on or before July 17, 2020, will be delivered to 
Scotus and handed out at Orientation and Photo Day Aug. 13. 

Skorts are available from Dennis Uniform in Omaha and on-
line at https://www.dennisuniform.com/; and Joy’s Uniforms in 
downtown Columbus. 

Contact Mrs. Joan Lahm at jlahm@scotuscc.org with ques-
tions. 

(Spring Activities continued) 

Academic-Activity Recognition Night 

 The event is scheduled for May 6, 2020 at 7pm. 
This year the event will recognize only seniors and ath-
letic award winners. A prerecorded video will be re-
leased that evening by Scotus Central Catholic that will 
recognize the accomplishments of our seniors. A link to 
this video will be emailed to all parents and students 
and will be made available via the school’s social media 
accounts. Students in grades 7-11 will be recognized at 
an assembly next August. 

 

 

The 39th Annual Gala 
By Development Director John Schueth 

 

Thank you to everyone who contributed to the suc-

cess of the 39th annual Gala. Faced with a weakened 

farm economy and the COVID-19 outbreak, the Gala 

committee experienced difficult challenges with little 

time to respond to the new social distancing measures 

prior to April 18th event date. The in-person dinner/

auction had to be cancelled and the Gala was presented 

totally online.  

 
 Scotus Marketing Director, Taylor Dahl, was in-
strumental in providing video messages on social media 
during the weeks prior to and on the day of the 

event. With our online platform provider, QTEGO, 

Scotus presented 261 silent, super silent and grand auc-
tion items for online bidding. Bidding began on April 

3rd and concluded on the evening of April 18th. 384 

guests registered to bid online and guests also had the 
options to purchase online one of 200 jewelry boxes (3 
of which had diamond jewelry) or one of 200 coozies 

(for a drawing prize of $1,000.) Guests could also 

make a donation to this year’s special project: to help 

fund the campus ministry program which will be led 
this fall by a lay campus minister for the first time in the 
school’s history. 

  

https://u1718617.ct.sendgrid.net/wf/click?upn=Hekj8Wpk1FscADkNetVZVWhxvZgazYsFvbWCSd31ZlyL1zVH29vZDwBDmWAiJhOSJtPeSuCTrkdsj7xrg-2BwLW8fXfdCGXcCCkgMDa-2B1ey4OW3wHhzqid7nhmvQ-2B28tIGfolVMK-2Bzx3Z6qAx4CoqjrI1ahuE1jlL-2Fz15HaQG5iQffzZW9-2Bvl9gXX1y-2BrOrOGVzBtGuyU
https://u1718617.ct.sendgrid.net/wf/click?upn=Hekj8Wpk1FscADkNetVZVWhxvZgazYsFvbWCSd31ZlyL1zVH29vZDwBDmWAiJhOSJtPeSuCTrkdsj7xrg-2BwLW8fXfdCGXcCCkgMDa-2B1ey4OW3wHhzqid7nhmvQ-2B28tIGfolVMK-2Bzx3Z6qAx4CoqjrDveXRlLy6rdEPzWkWroo-2BcZ78n7HmO-2FWZtSHkxHZkF8JmoAU3c6v


Scotus STEAM lab is printing face 

shield frames: 

 Scotus Central Catholic is 3D printing face 
shield frames for the medical community in a 
partnership with Behlen, CCC, Columbus Public 
Schools and the East Central District Health De-
partment. We started printing the face shields on 
April 1st. The design and research was provided 
by Designs That Matter. 

 In our STEAM lab, we are able to print about 
14-16 frames daily. These face shield frames will 
have a clear plastic front attached to them (with 
elastic to attach to the person). Thank you to 
Betsy Rall our STEAM Lab teacher for coordinat-
ing these efforts! We are happy to help our local 
medical community. 

(above) Face shields printed at Scotus. 

(above) One of our 3D printers in our STEAM 
lab. 

 

 

Shamrocks place 4th at State Journalism: 
 
 On April 23rd, many Scotus students entered 
submissions for the NSAA state journalism contest. 
This virtual contest was the only “spring” contest that 
will take place due to COVID-19. Submissions were 
due on March 1st. The Shamrocks finished 4th in 
Class B as a team and had two state champions! Sen-
iors, Amber Buhman and Kate Smith. See our web-
site for the list of other students who also placed. 

• NSAA Academic All-State Selec-
tions: Congratulations to Juniors Josh 
Faust, Camille Pelan, Maddie Blaser Ben 
Kamrath and Seniors Eric Mustrad, Am-
ber Buhman and Lauren Ostdiek for be-
ing named NSAA Academic All-State 
Selections.  





 

2020 SUMMER CAMPS/ACTIVITIES 
 
These dates are tentative to change due to restrictions because of COVID-19.  

 
• Girls Basketball Camp: TBA 
• Boys Basketball Camp: Monday-Thursday, June 1-4 (grades 2-12) 
• Speech Camp: Monday-Friday, June 1-5 (grades 7-12) 
• Soccer Camp: Monday-Thursday, June 8-11 
• Marching Practice: Monday-Thursday, June 15-18  
• Girls Volleyball Camp: Tuesday-Friday, June 23-26 (grades 4-12) 
• JC Camp: Thursday-Sunday, June 11-14) 
• JC Camp: Thursday-Sunday, June 25-28) 
• Football Camp: Monday-Thursday, July 6-9 (Grades 3-8) 
• Football Camp: Monday-Friday, July 6-10 (High School) 
• Football Camp: Monday-Friday, July 13-17 (High School) 
• Steubenville Conference: Friday-Sunday, July 17-19 
• Flag Corps Choreography Camp: Monday-Thursday, July 13-16 
• Drumline Camp: Monday-Friday, July 20-24 (grades 9-12) 
• Marching Band Camp: Monday-Friday, July 27-31 (grades 9-12) 
• Marching Band Camp: Monday-Friday, August 3-7 (grades 9-12) 
• First Day of Fall Sports Practices: Monday, August 10 

 
Updated physical forms are now on our website for the 2020-2021 school year. Reminder while a 
physical is recommended, if you have a child who will be participating in an NSAA activity and 
is going to be an incoming 8th, 10th, 11th or 12th grader, they are not required to get a new 
physical exam for the 2020-2021 school year. (If we have their 2019-2020 physical form on file.)  



 

5th Annual Chip Kaup Classic 
 
• The 5th Annual Chip Kaup Classic is tentatively set for July 25th at the Elks Country Club in Colum-

bus.  The tournament raises money for the Chip Kaup Memorial Scholarships, which are character-
based scholarships awarded to a Scotus senior male and female soccer player that best exhibit Chip 
Kaup’s outstanding personality.  Chip was a member of the 1997 State Championship Soccer Team, 
homecoming king, and most importantly, a great human being.  He was unselfish, loyal, compassionate, 
and determined in everything that he did.  His outgoing personality and open-mindedness allowed him 
to get along with everyone he met.  He made a point of seeing the good in everyone and went out of his 
way to make sure that nobody felt left out.  These scholarships are intended to encourage others to 
strive to be more like Chip and to recognize those that have already exhibited his personality traits  

 
 

• The tournament is a two person scramble and there are three flights (good golfers, bad golfers, and a 
ladies flight).  Entry fee is $60 per golfer and includes dinner afterward and free giveaways.  There are 
also plenty of on course contests and raffles, including a free $10,000 hole in one contest, sponsored by 
Evan Trofholz Grounds Care.  To register to golf, become a sponsor ($200), or volunteer to help, 
please e-mail:  ChipKaupClassic@gmail.com.  We are limited to 100 golfers so sign up soon!   Thank 
you!  -- Kyle Diederich ’95 

 
13th Annual Shamrock Open 

 
• The date for the 13th Annual Shamrock Open has been set for tentatively, July 25 with a shotgun start 

at 1:00 pm.  The tournament will be held at Tiburon GC in Omaha, and it is open to everyone!  Players 
can count on a tourney known for its excellent flight and flag prizes, good food and exceptional camara-
derie! 

 

• Sponsorships are available and especially encouraged from class years and Shamrock business owners.  
Funds raised through the event are used to support the Shamrock athletic program. 

 
• For more information about registration or becoming a tourney sponsor, contact Nick Puetz ’97 at: 

shamrockopen@gmail.com or Joe Puetz ’01 at puetzfinancial@gmail.com or John Schueth in the Sco-
tus development office at jschueth@scotuscc.org, 402 564 7165 ext. 109. 

mailto:shamrockopen@gmail.com
mailto:puetzfinancial@gmail.com
mailto:jschueth@scotuscc.org


Children’s Scholarship Fund (CSF) 
Since its inception in 1999, CSF has provided $760,109.65 in scholarship support to 

students in the Columbus Catholic Schools!  

 

The 2019-20 school year marks the 18th year that the Children’s Scholarship Fund of Omaha has pro-
vided tuition assistance to students in our Columbus Catholic schools.  Since its inception in 1999, CSF 
has provided $760,109.65 in scholarship support to students in the Columbus Catholic Schools! 
 
The beauty of the program is that every dollar raised in Columbus is matched and returned!  Last year, 
we solicited funds (December 2018 through July 2019) and sent to CSF-Omaha a donation total of 
$21,788.36 from Columbus.   We received back $51,500.00 in scholarships benefiting 61 students who 
are attending one of our four Columbus Catholic schools during the 2019-20 school year.  For each 
dollar raised and sent to Omaha, we were guaranteed to receive back $1.50 from CSF and we received 
back much more. 
 
Please consider making a donation, checks payable to:  Children’s Scholarship Fund.  Your donation may 
be tax deductible, CSF is a designated 501 (c) 3, and you will be helping our families afford the cost of 
attending one of our Catholic schools.   Donations may be dropped off at Scotus or your parish of-
fice.  Remember, every dollar you contribute will be matched and returned to our schools! 
 
 

Junior High Guidance 
 

Duke University TIP (Talent Identification Program): 
•  This year twelve 7th graders from our school enrolled in the Duke program and 9 students took the 

ACT test. I am very proud to announce that four of our 7th graders tested well enough that they have been 
invited to participate in a state recognition ceremony. Congratulations Alexander Evans, Jacob Roth-
er, Madden Saenz, and Caleb Styskal! 

UNL Big Red Stars: 
•  Congratulations Isabel Zaruba, daughter of Dr. Dale & Jill Zaruba and Addison Schoenfelder, 

daughter of Joe and Deidre Schoenfelder. Both 8th grade students were nominated for UNL’s Big Red 
Honors. Way to go and Isabel and Addison! 

 
Summer Enrichment: 

•  Ordinarily CCC, Columbus offer worlds of Science, Mathematics and Creative Expression workshops.  
Keep watching for potential future opportunities. 

 
 Junior High Schedules: 

• Students will receive copies of their 2020-2021 schedules at orientation in the fall. 
 
 



Senior High Guidance 
 
Transcripts: 

•  Final senior transcripts need to be sent to each student’s final college choice.  Seniors, log into your Parchment 
account, choose your college, request a final transcript and select HOLD FOR GRADES.  Keep in mind that final 
grades for every student (7-12) need to be recorded prior to the release of transcripts, which most likely will be 
the end of May or early June. 

•  Ordering your college (dual) credit transcripts is a separate request to the college. It is man-
datory the student makes the request. The college will not allow a representative from the high school to 
make the request on the student’s behalf.  There is a $2.50 per transcript fee.  https://www.cccneb.edu/
transcript-request 

•  Athletes planning to play on the collegiate level need to request a final transcript to NCAA or NAIA.  You can 
make the request using Parchment or contact Mrs. Weir. 

 
 

College Opportunities: 
•  Students having successfully completed 12 CCC college credits by the end of their senior year will be eligible 

for a CCC scholarship paying for 12 credits between a student’s 1st and 2nd semester of attendance at any of the 
Central Community College campuses.  Juniors begin earning your credits with summer and online classes. 

•  Due to CoVid restrictions, I have not scheduled our fall mini-college fair and parent meetings.    Keep watch-
ing for future announcements.  In the interim check out various colleges and opportunities online.   

 

Fare thee well: 
•  O give thanks unto the Lord for He is good, and His mercy endures forever!  It is challenging to even 

find the words, especially at such a time as this.  As many may be aware, I am retiring at the close of this 
school year.  I am sincerely grateful for all the professional and personal opportunities that I have had dur-
ing my 21 years working at Scotus. I am looking forward to having more time to be with my family, 
which has grown to include 12 energetic grandchildren.   

• I know that I will miss the work, my colleagues, students and families.  It has been a joy to work with each 
of you, who have become my Scotus Family.  In closing I share a favorite blessing from Numbers (6: 24-
26).  May the Lord bless you and keep you; may He make His face to shine upon you and be gracious to 
you; may He lift His countenance upon you and give you peace. -Pam 

https://www.cccneb.edu/transcript-request
https://www.cccneb.edu/transcript-request
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