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Scotus Central Catholic High School, 1554 18th Ave., Columbus, NE, 68601; 402-564-7165; www.scotuscc.org 

September 2020 

(continued) New staff members at 

Scotus Central Catholic: 
 

Sam Rose is a new Math teacher, replacing Julie 
Blaser who retired last spring. He teaches 7th grade 

Math and Algebra I. He is also an assistant high school 

football coach and assistant junior high track coach. 

Rose grew up in Louisville, Nebraska and graduated 

from Louisville High School. After high school, he at-

tended Concordia University and earned his bachelor’s 

in science and education with a math endorsement. 

Rose was attracted to Scotus Central Catholic because 

of its commitment to the success of students in academ-

ics and activities.  
 

Annie Sokol is a new Science teacher. She teaches 

8th and 9th grade science. Sokol grew up in Duncan, 

Nebraska and went to Columbus High School. After 

high school, she attended UNL and earned her bache-

lor’s of science in animal science and also earned her 

master’s in secondary teaching with an emphasis in nat-

ural sciences. Sokol was attracted to Scotus Central 

Catholic because of the supportive staff, great student 
body and the ability to grow in her faith. 

 

Dana Ritzdorf is our new Campus Minister. She 

also teaches 8th grade Religion. Ritzdorf grew up in 

York, Nebraska and graduated from York High School. 

After high school, she attended Northwest Missouri 

State and earned her bachelor’s in elementary educa-

tion. Ritzdorf was attracted to Scotus Central Catholic 

because the strong community and the strong Catholic 
identity within the school. 

Jeff Ohnoutka 
President 

Merlin Lahm 
Asst. Principal/Athletic Director 

Angie Rusher 
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Jill Brichacek 

Guidance Counselor 
John Schueth 

Development Director 

Blessed John 

Duns Scotus, 

Pray 

for Us. 

Welcome back: 
From Jeff Ohnoutka, Scotus President 

We are back in school. The start of the new school year is 
here and it is off to a great start. Please click on the link below to 
hear more on how we are doing everything we can to stay in 
school safely this year. We are all stronger together!  
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OGoZS3YHvPY  
 

New staff members at Scotus Central Catholic: 
On Thursday, August 13, 2020, we started the new school 

year. We also welcomed six new staff members at Scotus Cen-

tral Catholic. All six are strong leaders in the classroom.  

 

Jill Brichacek is our new Guidance Counselor replacing Pam 

Weir, who retired last spring. She will also be an assistant coach for 

girls high school basketball and track . Brichacek grew up on a farm 

north of Schuyler, Nebraska and graduated from Schuyler Central 

High School. After high school, she attended  Nebraska Wesleyan and 

earned her bachelor’s degree in psychology and a minor in coaching. 

Brichacek was attracted to Scotus Central Catholic because of the 
tight knit community. 

 

Jacob Duhey is a new English teacher. He teaches 8th grade 

literature and 11th grade English. He is also an assistant high 

school football coach and assistant junior high track coach. 

Duhey grew up in Mission Viejo, California and went to San 

Juan Hills High School. After high school, he attended Doane 

University and earned his bachelor’s degree in English. Addition-

ally, he earned his Master’s in English from UNO. Duhey was 
attracted to Scotus Central Catholic because he learned to appre-

ciate small classes while at Doane, and he said getting to know 

each student is an important aspect of education. 

 

Alex Meyer is a new Social Studies teacher. She teaches 

American history I and II. She is also an assistant high school vol-

leyball and track coach. Meyer grew up in Superior, Nebraska 

and graduated from Superior High School. After high school, she 

attended UNL and earned her bachelor’s in secondary social sci-
ence education. She was attracted to Scotus Central Catholic 

because of the teaching and coaching opportunities, along with 

the ability to live out and practice her Catholic faith. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OGoZS3YHvPY


September Calendar 
 

 

 StuCo Meeting: Wed., Sept. 2, 7:40 AM, Room 

126 

 NHS Officer Meeting: Fri, Sept. 4, 7:40 AM, 

Little Theater 

 Campus Ministry Meeting: Thur., Sept 10th, 

7:30 AM, Little Theater  

 7th Grade Retreat: Fri., Sept. 11, St. Bons Parish 

Hall, 12:10-3:30 

 FBLA Meeting: Mon., Sept. 14, 7:45 AM, Little 

Theater 

 StuCo Meeting: Tues., Sept. 15, 7:40 AM, Room 

126 

 Parent-Teacher Conference: Wed., Sept. 16, 

6:00 PM, Cafeteria 

 Homecoming Candidate Rehearsal: Thur., 

Sept. 17, 7:30 AM, Pawnee Park 

 Homecoming Game/Coronation: Fri., Sept 

18, vs Battle Creek, 7:00 PM, Memorial Field 

 Homecoming Dance*: Sat. Sept 19, 8:00 PM, 

Memorial Hall/Cafeteria 

 Parent-Teacher Conference: Mon., Sept. 21, 

6:00 PM, Cafeteria 

 NHS Officer Meeting: Tue., Sept. 22 8:00 AM, 

Room 127 

 HOSA Meeting: Wed., Sept. 23, 7:30 AM, Little 

Theater 

 DRESS DOWN DAY: Fri., Sept 25 

 Confirmation Retreat: Sun., Sept 26, 1:00 PM, 

St. Bons Parish Hall 

 FBLA Meeting: Tue., Sept 29, 7:30 AM, Little 

Theater 

 Picture Retakes: Wed., Sept 30, 7:30 AM, Little 

Theater 
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 Help school run smoothly: 
 Parents of Scotus students can help things go 

smoothly during the school year by:  

 Submitting a handwritten note for a student 
absence at least two (2) days in advance when pos-
sible.  

 Calling in a sick student by 7:45 am each day 
of the absence.  

 Calling in a student that will be late more than 
10 minutes at the start of the school day, so the 
student will be allowed to go to class.  

 Use PowerSchool to view assignments posted 
during absences: NOTE: It is the student’s re-
sponsibility to talk to teachers and catch up on 
assignments.  

 Making checks out Scotus (unless otherwise 
noted) with the student name and what payment 
is for, such as tuition or lunches, in the memo 
line. NOTE: Payments are to be made separately; do 
not send one (1) check for multiple items.  

 Making sure current cell phone and carrier 
information are on file in the Central Office to 
ensure all messages sent via Civil Dispatch are 
received.  

 Contacting the Central Office when parents will be 
out of town and their student(s) is/are staying with 
someone else, for emergency purposes only. 

Students Must Call From the Office:  
If a student becomes ill at school, it is Scotus’ policy 

that the student go to the Front Office where they are al-
lowed to use their cell phones to call a parent or guardian. 
The Office staff must talk to the parent before the student 
will be allowed to leave the building.  

Students are not to text a parent/guardian that 
they are ill, including during a passing period; contact 
must be made in the Central Office.  

Regarding student illnesses, please remember that 
students must be fever free and not vomiting for at least 24 
hours before returning to school.  

  

Notes Required for Absences:  
 Any request for a Foreseen Absence should be stated 
in a note and presented to the Front Office at least two (2) 
days before the absence. Faxes, phone calls and e-mails will 
not be accepted. Notes must include the student’s name, 
reason for absence, date of the absence, time student is to 
leave the building if during the school day, and a parent 
signature.  

Retreats: 
 We have decided on dates for the 7th grade, Freshman 
and Sophomore Retreats.  
   

• 7th Grade: September 11th at Scotus Central 
Catholic 

• 9th Grade: October 28th at St. Bonaventure 
Parish Hall 

• 10 Grade: October 21st at St. Bonaventure 
Parish Hall 

• For more information please contact Cam-
pus Minister, Dana Ritzdorf at 
dritzdorf@scotuscc.org.  
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(Continued) Dash for Holiday Cash 
• November 20: Main Drawing Day: Drawing will be 

conducted in the main office just before final bell. 

• PRIZE: ONE GRAND PRIZE OF $1,000.00 

• Net Funding Goal: $13,000 to support tuition assis-

tance awards for our students. 

• Watch for the announcement of other incentives that may 
be offered to the student body for reaching our ticket 
sales goal!  We are very thankful for our Dash for Hol-
liday Cash Lottery sponsor: St. Joseph Parish, Platte Cen-
ter, NE.  The parish provides the lottery license and spe-
cial permit that makes it possible for the Lottery to take 
place! 

 

Parents:  the Nebraska Department of Revenue, Chari-

table Gaming Division, requires all sold and unsold tick-

ets must be returned to Scotus by the day of the final draw-

ing.  The state conducts random audits of lotteries and raffles 

and it could take away the school’s opportunity to conduct 

future lotteries if this rule is not followed.   

 

Mark Your Calendars! 
 

 The 40th annual Gala dinner/auction will be held on Sat-
urday, April 17, 2021. This is the school’s largest annual 
fundraiser and all proceeds are used to balance the annual 
budget and keep tuition expenses low for our school families.  
Last April, and with the event going totally online, our sup-
porters helped us raise a total of $180,401 for the budget and 
an additional $26,103 for the campus ministry program.   

 Because of the changes we had to make for last Gala, our 
2020 co-chairs, Dan & Jill Clarey, Mike & Nicole Fleming 
and Joe & Shelly Steffensmeier have offered to serve a second 
year as co-chairs along the 2021 co-chairs: Tim & LeAnn Par-
ker, Bobby & Rachel Pensick and Joe & Amy Wemhoff. We 
are also pleased to announce that the 2021 vice-chairs are:  
Tim & Caree Cielocha, Cory & Tricia Faust and Matt & 
Sharee Jedlicka. 

 If you would like to participate by donating an item for 
the silent or oral auctions, volunteer to help, or if you wish to 
receive an invitation to attend please contact our co-chairs, 
vice-chairs or Janice Rosenquist in the Scotus development 
office:  or 402 564 7165 ext. 154 or 
jrosenquist@scotuscc.org.  

 Your involvement will be key to our event’s suc-
cess and that’s why we urge you to mark your calen-
dars today! 

SEF 16 Is Coming! 
 I know you believe in our school and in our service 
to the Church and I ask you to support Scotus Central 
Catholic through our SEF 16 campaign, “Stronger To-
gether.”   

 Please consider joining me by offering a three-year 
pledge of support for our school and you will accomplish 
these important and essential goals: 

 

 A.  Main Goal:  Provide tuition assistance to every 
student attending Scotus over the next three school 
years. 

 B.  Stretch Goal #1:  Help us respond to the pan-
demic with important safety measures including   
  touchless faucets, auto flushers, hot water heat-
ers, stairwell windows that can be opened to improve 
ventilation, LED lighting and moving our attendance 
desk next to the school’s main entrance for screening 
everyone entering the school. 

 C.  Stretch Goal #2: Install a new hardwood floor 
in the Dowd Activity Center.  The original 1980 floor 
has only 2-3 years of usable service remaining and this 
will be a perfect time to recognize coach John Petersen 
and his former staff’s accomplishments by naming the 
floor the Coach John Petersen Court. 

 

 Our goals for SEF 16 really focus on continuing to 
provide an affordable Catholic education and improving 
the infrastructure of our building.  Both of these goals 
are extremely important in helping us accomplish our 
mission as a school.  ~ Mr. Ohnoutka 

 

 Make a donation today by clicking on the 
donate button:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Dash for Holiday Cash Lottery: 
• Timeline: 32 days to sell tickets  

• October 20: Distribute lottery tickets  

• October 29: Early Bird Drawing: Seller of each 

complete book of sold tickets is entered in a special 

drawing (Week 1) for 10 free books of tickets (100 

tickets valued at $500!) 

https://www.paypal.com/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_s-xclick&hosted_button_id=KW7JPY4BHLMUL


Administration (Jeff Ohnoutka) 
• Replace windows in stairwells, TBD 
• Entrance floor mats, TBD 
 

Maintenance (Joe Schoenfelder) 
• Six (6) 3’ x 10’ entry mats, $76 dollars each 
 

Health (Janet Tooley) 
• Carpeting for west wall of Health classroom, TBD 

 
Media Center (Cathy Podliska) 

• 13” Globe w/ wood stand, approx. 3’ tall, $350 
• Christian/Inspirational books, $355 
• 2017 Commemorative World Book Encyclopedia, $700 
• Refinish Library Circulation Desk, $1,200 
 
To donate to a wish list item, please contact the office at 
402-564-7165 

Support Scotus While Shopping: 
AmazonSmile, operated by Amazon, offers the 

same products, prices and shopping experience as Am-
azon.com. 

The difference is that when purchase are made 
through AmazonSmile, the AmazonSmile Foundation 
will donate 0.5% of each purchase price to the non-
profit of your choice. 

Create an account or log into an existing account. 
 Search "Scotus Central Catholic" and click 

"Select." Start shopping. 
 

Scotus Mothers’  Club and Sham-
rock Club Merge: 
 Last spring the officers of Shamrock Club and Sco-
tus Mothers agreed to join forces and pool their re-
sources to form the new Scotus Booster Club. This 
new organization will perform the functions of the 
past clubs and more. We are excited to welcome all 
parents and Scotus supporters as we start this new 
venture together in support of our students.  
 There are several activities associated with the 
Scotus Booster Club that you might want to partici-
pate in during the calendar year: 
 
 • Monthly meetings - held at 7:00 pm at the K.C. 
Hall on the first Wednesday of each month during the 
school year. As a group, we discuss our upcoming pro-
jects and volunteer opportunities. This is also a great 
opportunity to hear coaches talk about the seasons and 
give updates on the programs, including our co-op 
sports.  
 
• The December meeting is the annual Christmas 

party  
• The annual and very popular Wild Game Feed is 

held in March – an event you DO NOT want to 
miss!  

• Pools for football and basketball The following 
tasks will be managed by committee: 

• Split the Pot 
• Gate 

• Burger Bash/Hospitality Room  
• Craft Boutique  
• Apparel  
• Wish List 
• Staff/Student Appreciation 
  
 We are asking you to join the Scotus Booster Club 
and become an active member. Please plan to become 
a member and get involved in this great service organi-
zation in support of our students. The Scotus Booster 
Club is a fun activity for all and we look forward to 
having you as part of the Scotus family.  
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Joining the 250 Club: 
 The 250 club is a fund raising function of the Sham-
rock Club that has been in existence for over 30 years 
and generates over $12,500 annually. The money is dis-
tributed back to Scotus, its members and the Shamrock 
Club. For your $50 membership, you are eligible for 40 
weekly $50 payouts, plus a chance to win one of the 
prizes at the annual stag. 

Think about joining. If $50 is too much to spend, 

ask a friend to split the ticket with you. We have several 

shared tickets. Your $50 goes a long way and has an ex-

cellent chance of coming back to you. If you have ques-

tions or would like to join, please call Jim Bulkley at 

402-564-7423. 

Last year we were re-
ceived two Gatorade 
carts through our Wish 
List program. 
 
Thank you to everyone 
who donates to help fill 
our needs!  



Senior High Guidance 
Class of 2021 

• For college visits during a school day, pick up a form from Ms. Brichacek’s office! 
• Josten’s will be here on October 1st at 7:45 AM 
• Student athletes wishing to participate in Division I, II or NAIA collegiate sports need to register with the appropriate 

NCAA or NAIA site and request a transcript be sent. 
• NCAA: https://web3.ncaa.org/ecwr3/ 

• NAIA: https://play.mynaia.org/  
• Requests for transcripts must be made through Parchment. All seniors in the class of 2021 will have an account with 

Parchment, which has been done at school in their Government class. 
 

Sophomores & Juniors 
• The PSAT will be taken on October 14th. The PSAT is used primarily for the National Merit Scholarship competition. 

The final day to register is September 14th and the fee is $17. Please let Ms. Brichacek know if you are interested. 
• Seventeen juniors participated in the PSAT on 10/16. Students will be notified when the school has received their test 

results. NMSQT results are not released for National Merit eligibility until the fall of the students’ senior year. 
• The ASVAB test date has been set for 2nd semester, January 8th, 2020. This test has a wonderful career interest sec-

tion. It is the test used by the military for enlistment eligibility. The test will be given in the Media Center. Juniors will 
be surveyed for their interest to participate in December, prior to Christmas break. 
 
Freshman 

• ACT Aspire will be taken on Thursday, October 22nd. 

 
Upcoming ACT Tests in the Area 

• September 12th, 13th, and 19th 
• October 24th 
• There seems to be seats available for all these dates currently. 
• Other dates are available at sites that are further away. 

 

 
Junior High Guidance 

7th Grade Tests 
• ACT Aspire will be taken on Tuesday, October 20th. 
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• Stay up to date with all the happenings at Scotus Central Catho-
lic and our three elementary schools on social media!  We want 
to continue to grow our pages with Shamrock Supporters.  
Click on the icons to give us a like or follow, or to subscribe! 
#TheScotusWay 

https://www.facebook.com/ScotusCC
https://twitter.com/ScotusCC
https://www.instagram.com/scotuscentralcatholic/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCPIvI8r6gMaqn5ailO4sn_A


Scotus Central Catholic JR/SR High School 
1554 18th Ave. 
Columbus, NE  68601-5132 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 


