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Scotus has recently joined the 
world of livestreaming. Striv T.V. 
has been a key addition to Scotus 
technology.

This platform allows the live 
streaming of any game or other 
event Scotus hosts. Mr. Taylor Dahl, 
Scotus marketing director, and 
the video production class run the 
technology. This resource has been 
added within the last few months 
and has connected people at home 
who cannot attend Scotus activities. 
It has been a major contribution 
since the outbreak of COVID-19. 

“Scotus Central Catholic has so 
much tradition, and hopefully [by] 

For the past four years, Scotus 
has had a goal to improve the future 
planning of its students. In recent 
years, the school has been able to 
achieve a great portion of that goal. 
STEAM, which was introduced 
two years ago, allows students to 
experience aspects of the industry 
work force. 

Still, president Jeff Ohnoutka 
aimed to make future planning and 
career finding more available to his 
students.

“It came down to seeing this as 
an area of deficiency in our school. 
I felt we needed to help students 
create a vision of what their futures 
could look like,” Ohnoutka said.

At the beginning of the 2020 
school year, Ohnoutka presented 
Scotus’ first-ever career counselor, 
Bridget McPhillips.

“I think our students will 
discover characteristics about 
themselves that would not have 
happened if we did not create this 
position,” Ohnoutka explained. 

McPhillips moved out of her 
science room and into her new 
third-floor office. 

“First and foremost, she is a 
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Scotus “STRIVs” 
for excellence

adding Striv, we can share that tra-
dition and excellence with a larger 
audience. We also wanted to reach 
our supporters, donors, alumni, and 
fans who are not in the area and 
connect with them,” Dahl said.

Though COVID-19 brought 
streaming to the forefront, Scotus 
has been working to add Striv for a 
year. 

“There are so many steps to 
make the broadcast happen. Making 
sure the audio and video is pulled 
into the stream, making sure the 
scoreboard is created and up to 
date, and making sure the ads run 
accordingly. The major thing I was 
concerned with was making sure 
we had a strong internet connection 
in the Dowd Activity Center,” Dahl 
said. 

McPhillips transitions to career counselor
problem solver. She is committed 
to providing the best experience for 
our students and puts all her effort 
into doing it. I know she has all the 
characteristics to make this a huge 
success,” Ohnoutka stated.

McPhillips now teaches the 
eighth-grade career class in addition 
to career curriculum for all grade 
levels. She also helps students by 

setting up job shadowing and intern-
ships around the community.

“My passion is wanting to 
help kids discover more about 
themselves: their learning styles, 
their skill set, and their interests. 
I want kids to learn more about 
themselves, so they can feel more 
confident when they leave Scotus,” 
McPhillips said.

Ohnoutka and McPhillips hope 
to develop a comprehensive plan for 
grades 7-12 in Career Education, 
utilize an online program called 
Naviance to track student interests, 
and make seniors feel confident in 
their next step after graduation. 

“Naviance is a college and 
career readiness program. It’s a 
cumulation of interest tests, career 

Many students and faculty have 
noticed and even tasted the new 
STEAM garden added to the court-
yard. However, this new addition 
to Scotus was a plan long in the 
making.

STEAM teacher Bettsy Rall 
has engineered and overseen the 
development of the garden.

“We were going to plant a 
garden on the east side of the 
practice football field, but then 4th 
quarter came along, and we all got 

Career counselor Bridget McPhillips shows senior Ben Kamrath college degree options. McPhil-
lips began her role as career counselor at the start of this school year.

Kade Wiese / Rock Bottom Staff

Senior Sebastien Fritz video tapes the Shamrock volleyball 
team during a home game in the Dowd Activity Center. This 
video was live streamed on Striv T.V.

Janae Rusher / Rock Bottom Staff

assessment tools, scholarships, 
and college planning beginning in 
7th grade and continuing through 
the end of 12th grade,” McPhillips 
explained.

McPhillips, alongside guidance 
counselor Jill Brichacek, will go to 
each class and set up the program 
for each student. 

“By the end of the year, all 
the grade levels will have seen me 
teaching some type of career curric-
ulum in their classes,” McPhillips 
said. 

Ohnoutka believes this pro-
gram will be successful only if the 
students put in the effort to plan out 
their futures. 

“They must be willing to seek 
help. Students also must be willing 
to be fully engaged in the process. 
No one should care more about their 
future than them,” Ohnoutka said.

In the end, McPhillips wants 
students to feel confident in what 
they want to do after graduation 
knowing Scotus helped them in the 
long run.  

McPhillips concluded, “I am 
thrilled to serve this school in this 
capacity. I think this program is 
something our school needs, and I 
am glad we have it. I plan to put my 
full effort into making my position 
successful.”

STEAM garden produces
shut down. Then I was talking with 
Mr. Ohnoutka, and he said, ‘Why 
don’t we just do a garden in the 
courtyard?’ I said, ‘That’ll be great.’ 
Some of the STEAM three students 
helped build the frame: seniors 
Michael Gasper, Ben Kamrath, and 
Evan Ruskamp. They helped bring 
the soil by wheelbarrows. Then we 
got some plants and planted it in 
May,” Rall said.

By the start of the 2020-2021 
school year, the garden was filled 
with vegetables and has already 
been providing produce for the 
Scotus community.

“The way Mr. Ohnoutka and I 
set it up for the first year was that 

some of the staff could come and 
get some produce if they helped 
weed and manage the garden. 
They could help themselves to 
it whenever they wanted,” Rall 
said.

In addition to Scotus, next 
year Mrs. Rall plans on donat-
ing some of the food to those in 
need.

“Next year, we are hoping 
to donate some potatoes, onions, 
melons, and carrots that can 
last a little longer. This year we 
planted some things that expire 
very quickly, so it was diffi-
cult to donate fresh produce to 

STEAM teacher Betsy Rall constructs garden frame with seniors Bryce Foreman, Simon Schum-
acher, Trenton Hamling, and junior Tim Sliva. The garden frames are now in use for the STEAM 
garden.

Taylor Dahl / Marketing Director

See STRIV, Page 2

See STEAM, Page 2
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Dahl and the video production 
class are getting the hang of it and 
are working out the kinks. Making 
the connection for people at home 
and the feeling of achievement is 
what makes the struggle worth-
while.

“I have received a lot of 
positive feedback from colleagues, 
parents, and other fans. Probably the 
best feedback I have received was 
from a fan who recently moved to 
Florida; she sent me a direct mes-
sage stating how happy she was that 
Scotus now had Striv. That meant a 
lot to me,” Dahl added.

There are high hopes for where 

different groups that need them,” 
Rall said.

 In addition to growing food, 
the steam garden will start some-
what of an Ag program at Scotus.

“My plans for the garden would 
be to make it more meaningful for 
students who are interested in Ag.  
I would like to plant some corn, so 
we can see the difference between 
field corn, popcorn, and sweet corn. 
Then plant a bed of soybeans, so 
students can see exactly what a soy-
bean is and how we process it. We 
could grow some wheat, some flax, 
or whatever else is familiar around 
here. We can see how processing 
works and can do some processing 
on our own,” Rall said.

With all the materials needed to 
grow, process, and deliver pro-
duce, a new STEAM shed is being 
constructed alongside the garden as 

STRIVSTEAM
well.

“The new STEAM shed is 
being built. It is 20 feet long and 
about 5feet 8 inches wide and 
will sit west of the garden. It will 
provide space for weed eaters and 
extra space for STEAM projects. 
As well as additional storage for the 
steam program, garden, and for the 
school,” Rall said.

Rall believes the steam garden 
has been a hit amongst the Scotus 
community and is a great addition 
to the school.

Rall concluded, “I think there 
has been interest in it. I look outside 
the window and see people picking 
the tomatoes and eating them, and 
that’s great. We learned a lot this 
year about the benefits of gardening 
and growing produce, and that has 
been very impactful for students and 
the community.”

Taylor Dahl / Marketing Director

(above) Senior video produc-
tion student Laura Bettenhau-
sen runs the camera at the 
first home football game, so it 
could be streamed on Striv. 

(left) Senior Trenton Hamling 
streams the volleyball game 
through Striv with the help 
of marketing director Taylor 
Dahl.
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the future of Striv can reach. Senior 
Laura Bettenhausen, a student in 
video production class, helped with 
the Scotus football team’s first 
game. 

“I hope to see more coverage of 
other activities and maybe running 
commercials done by the video pro-
duction class,” Bettenhausen said.

Since this is such a new addi-
tion, there are parts of the program 
not yet explored. The opportunities 
are endless with technology like 
this.

“I watch a lot of streams from 
other schools to get ideas. Eventual-
ly down the road, we would like to 

incorporate play by play announcing 
into our broadcasts. Mr. Swanson 
and I want to utilize workshops 
from Striv/UNL to help us get to 
that level. I’d love to be able to add 
more students to the Striv program. 
This is such a cool program to be in-
volved with; students learn so much 
about journalism, sports media, how 
to cover an event, technology, how 
to interview someone, broadcast-
ing, production, and more!” Dahl 
concluded.

You can find and watch any 
select home event at https://striv.tv/
channel/columbus-scotus/.

Go Shamrocks!
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“As a result of oppres-
sive systems installed 
in the past, people of 
color are negatively 
and disproportion-
ately impacted by 

police brutality, mass 
incarceration, housing 

discrimination, 
government surveil-
lance, and more.”

~Noah Korth
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Leade r s  don’t  have  to  be  loud

Silence is compliance, protest is patriotic

By Camille Pelan
Staff Reporter
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By Noah Korth
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Every time I tell some-
one I live with four broth-
ers, I usually get the same 
response: “I am so sorry for 
you!” I always chuckle when 
people say this. I want to tell 

them, “No, I’m actually sorry 
for you.” I am not that rude, 
though, so instead I usually 
respond with, “It’s not as bad 
as you would think.” 

Having all brothers is 
something I am proud of. 
My brothers have made me 
into who I am today, and I 
would not change them for 
the world.

First off, as a three-sport 
athlete, having brothers is a 
major advantage. If I need 
someone to play catch with 
me, rebound for me, or play 
1-v-1 against me, I have 
four willing brothers. My 
eighthgrade brother is bigger, 
stronger, and faster than me, 
so playing 1-v-1 against him 
has drastically improved my 
basketball skills. 

In some cases, the 

“In a gentle way, you 
can shake the world.” These 
words spoken by Mahatma 
Ghandi, an introvert himself, 
expresses we do not have to 

In a country so passion-
ate about patriotism, what 
are Americans to do when 
they feel their country is 
not living up to its promise? 
Even though some forms of 
protest can be offensive to 
many, the right to protest is a 
fundamental American ideal. 
Hoping to be a model for 
all Americans, professional 

aggressiveness of boys can 
be too much, but that is what 
makes boys who they are. 
Their toughness has rubbed 
off on me, 
and I am 
mentally and 
physically 
stronger 
because of 
them.

My 
brothers 
are not as 
moody or 
dramatic as 
sisters would 
be. Girls 
can be a lot 
to handle, 
especially 
teenage girls. This is coming 
from me, a teenage girl my-
self. I feel bad for my family 

sometimes because I can get 
extremely moody when life 
is not going my way. My par-
ents are probably glad they 

only have 
one daughter.

There 
is nothing 
better than 
siblings of 
opposite gen-
ders giving 
each other 
advice. I love 
giving my 
brothers tips 
and pointers 
about girls. 
There is 
no greater 
feeling than 

when my third grade brother 
comes home from school and 
asks his big sis for advice 

about his “girlfriend.”
When I need advice 

about boys, I usually go to 
my friends or my mom first, 
but having a male’s input is 
always an added bonus.

One of my favorite 
parts about living with four 
brothers is the fact that we 
ALWAYS have food in our 
house. I do not understand 
how boys eat so much. My 
parents are constantly having 
to make trips to the grocery 
store to buy more food. Even 
though it might not be good 
for my parents’ credit card 
bill, it is great for me because 
I never have to starve myself. 

I agree, boys can be 
gross. My brothers eat like 
pigs, smell like cows, and act 
like clowns, but those are the 
things keeping my life inter-

esting. Without my brothers, 
I would be bored out of my 
mind and never know what 
to do.

The greatest part about 
having four brothers is I have 
four personal bodyguards. 
My brothers do whatever 
they can to protect me at any 
cost. I am the luckiest sister 
in the world.

Even though they can 
be smelly, gross, and rowdy, 
that is part of the nature of 
boys. Take the time to ap-
preciate brothers. I know my 
life would not be the same 
without having my four best 
friends by my side.

To all the people without 
four brothers: I am so sorry 
for you.

be outgoing to change the 
world.

As I walk through the 
halls of Scotus, I can see 
different types of leaders in 
action. Whether it is a sev-
enth grader helping a fellow 
classmate on how to do a 
math problem, or a senior 
mingling and giving advice 
to underclassmen, leaders 
are present everywhere. As 
a society, we assume great 
leaders must be outgoing. We 
would notice the senior being 
a leader before the seventh 
grader, but the personality 
of an individual should not 
define how great a leader can 
be.

Great leaders do not 
require outgoing personalities 
to help people around them 

and be a successful leader.
Introverts are silent but 

effective. They strive to be 
successful with quality work 
and productivity being their 
focus. Quiet people may 
seem to others unwilling to 
talk or unwilling to build 
a personal connection. An 
extrovert would be more than 
willing to talk to anyone and 
the people around them are 
aware of this. An introvert 
may not be the most conver-
sational person in a group of 
people, but they are great at 
building one-on-one connec-
tions. This gives them a more 
genuine relationship with 
each person. A quiet leader 
has more focus on a situation 
because they prefer quality 
over quantity.

Without having the 
distractions of helping a 
large number of people, quiet 
leaders can think through 
problems more smoothly and 
not get distracted as easily. 
They are more focused on 
themselves. It is not to say 
they are selfish; rather, they 
know what to do and can 
do it efficiently. Introverts 
are less likely to make snap 
decisions, which could 
benefit not only them but the 
people around them as well.
Their gift of creative thinking 
ensures the best outcome for 
the people they are lead-
ing without anyone having 
knowledge of it.

The best leaders may 
not be the most noticeable 
ones. According to a Fast 

Company article written by 
Samantha Cole, American 
investor, Warren Buffet, one 
of the richest men in the 
world, is described as an 
introvert who takes “careful, 
thought-out risks.” By being 
a quiet leader, he created a 
billion-dollar company and 
gives to charities all over 
the globe. Many actors and 
actresses are also introverts. 
Meryl Streep is a known 
introvert. However, she has 
three Academy Awards due 
to her preparation for each 
role she performed. She is a 
role model and inspiration for 
many actresses. Other nota-
ble, quiet leaders are Albert 
Einstein, Mark Zuckerberg, 
and J.K. Rowling. Anyone in 
his or her line of work can be 

a quiet leader.
Many of us have a sin-

gular vision of what a leader 
should be. Our society prefers 
extroverts as leaders because 
of their effortless connections 
and natural ability to help 
people. Extroverts, while 
under pressure, can make 
a quick decision, although 
not a thought out one. While 
these instances may hold 
true to most people, this is a 
social bias that is unfair to the 
quiet leaders who have just as 
great of an impact, only off to 
the side.

The best leaders do not 
have to be the loudest or most 
noticeable ones. Any great 
leader can shine whether it is 
in or out of the spotlight.

athletes, particularly NFL 
players, are protesting during 
the national anthem. While 
their protesting has outraged 
many, they are admirable for 
exercising their First Amend-
ment right to free speech 
amidst injustice. 

According to The New 
York Times, this form of 
protest started on August 26, 
2016 when San Francisco 
quarterback Colin Kaeper-
nick remained seated during 
the national anthem for a 
preseason home game. “I am 
not going to stand up to show 
pride in a flag for a country 
that oppresses black people 
and people of color,” Kaeper-
nick told NFL media. It’s no 
secret that America has a seri-
ous systemic racism issue. In-
justices against people of col-
or are embedded in the fabric 
of our society. As a result of 
oppressive systems installed 
in the past, people of color 
are negatively and dispropor-
tionately impacted by police 

brutality, mass incarceration, 
housing discrimination, 
government surveillance, and 
more. By protesting during 
the national anthem, Kaeper-
nick was 
simply try-
ing to bring 
awareness 
to these 
issues. 
Kaepernick 
knelt during 
the national 
anthem for 
the first 
time on 
September 
1, 2016. 
“Once 
again, 
I’m not 
anti-Amer-
ican,” Kaepernick said. “I 
love America. I love people. 
That’s why I’m doing this. I 
want to help make America 
better.”

Over time, kneeling or 
raising a fist during the na-

tional anthem gained traction 
among athletes across Amer-
ica. The movement soon 
became highly political. Pres-
ident Barack Obama showed 

support for the 
athletes while 
President 
Donald Trump 
condemned 
their behavior 
and called for 
them to be 
fired. Many 
suggest that 
the political 
backlash led to 
Colin Kaeper-
nick being 
blackballed by 
the NFL. He 
hasn’t played 
since the 2016 

season. 
The criticism Kaepernick 

and other athletes have re-
ceived is entirely undeserved. 
Peaceful protest should never 
be discouraged, especially by 
the President. Protesting is 

one of the most patriotic and 
American principles. Presi-
dent Thomas Jefferson once 
said, “Dissent is the highest 
form of patriotism.” It takes 
no effort to sit back and do 
nothing in times of injustice; 
it requires great courage to do 
the opposite. 

Furthermore, supporting 
peaceful protest prevents 
instances of violence and ri-
ots. President JFK once said, 
“Those who make peaceful 
revolution impossible will 
make violent revolution 
inevitable.” In 2016, the 
American people chose to 
ignore Kaepernick and other 
athletes. Now, in 2020, the 
United States has fallen into a 
state of civil unrest following 
the murder of George Floyd 
by a Minneapolis police offi-
cer. Many Americans, includ-
ing the NFL commissioner, 
have seemingly changed their 
position regarding peaceful 
protest. According to ABC 
News, NFL commissioner 

Roger Goodell officially 
apologized for “not listening” 
to players who spoke out 
against racism. He concluded 
by encouraging all to “speak 
out and peacefully protest.”  

Many Americans, includ-
ing President Donald Trump, 
make the argument that this 
form of protest is anti-patri-
otic and offensive to veterans 
and their families. Regardless 
of opinions and feelings, the 
American military does not 
fight for an anthem; service 
members fight to defend the 
rights of American citizens 
and the Constitution. 

Kneeling during the 
national anthem may seem 
extreme to some Americans, 
but we are obligated to do 
something. Patriotism will 
not die because of protest; it 
will meet its end through the 
apathy in American hearts.

Ava Kuhl / Rock Bottom Staff

“In some cases, the 
aggressiveness of boys 
can be too much, but 
that is what makes 
boys who they are. 

Their toughness has 
rubbed off on me, and 

I am mentally and 
physically stronger 
because of them.”

~Camille Pelan
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Due to  COVID-19.  .  .

A new form of school-
ing has emerged from the 
pandemic. Remote learning 
became a new norm for the 
end of the last school year, 
and the threat of having 
to return to it continues to 
loom. To prepare for this 
possibility as well as limit 
the spread of germs, each 
student has been issued a 
Lenovo computer.  

“I like it. I don’t have to 
worry about them running 
out of computers in my study 
hall, and it is a lot easier 
to do homework at home,” 
sophomore Brianna Belzer 
said. 

In the past, each 
classroom and study hall 

By Cassie Kouma

Convenience provided by computers

C h a n g e s  e x t e n d  t o  c a f e t e r i a

had its own set of Lenovos. 
Students would check one 
out during study hall or take 
their assigned number in their 
classes. Eighth grader Olivia 
Nelsen highlights the conve-
niences of the new system. 

“Having my own Leno-
vo this year is very exciting 
because it’s much easier 
having all of my work on 
the same computer,” Nelsen 
said. “The worst part about 
it is having to remember 
to charge it at night and 
bring it back to school the 
next day.” 

There are other challeng-
es that come with the conve-
nience of each student having 
their own Lenovo. The soph-

omores’ computers failed to 
come in on time, and there 
were not enough Leno-
vo-brand computers for all 
of them. As a result, some 
students were issued differ-
ent types of computers.  

Jasmine Jackson, a 
sophomore, explained, “The 
sophomores got pretty old 
computers, at least for now, 
so technology issues have 
been present,” Jackson said. 
“Where are the sophomore 
computers? It’s a conspira-
cy.” 

The students have taken 
the setbacks with grace, and 
many are pleased with the 
new convenience the person-
al Lenovos provide. 

Cassie Kouma / Rock Bottom Staff

Students work on homework using their Lenovos during study hall. Each 
student was issued their own computer this year.

It is difficult to be 
social when social dis-
tancing. This is something 
students have discovered 
in the lunchroom this year. 
However, all of the chang-
es found in the cafeteria 
have been necessary, as 
explained by Nutrition 
Services Manager Holli 
Bettenhausen and Nutrition 
Services Account Manager 
Shelly Adams. 

“[We learned of chang-
es] from Zoom meetings 
from the state of Nebraska,” 
Bettenhausen said. 

The most prominent 
change, one that is visible 
right away, is the new ar-
rangement of the tables and 

Cassie Kouma / Rock Bottom Staff
Students eat their lunches in the cafeteria. Among other precautions, ev-
eryone had to eat facing the same direction.

chairs. More tables have been 
added, and students only sit on 
one side. This means every-
one in the cafeteria is facing 
the same way. In addition, the 
chairs are farther apart.

The school was given op-
tions of how the students could 
safely eat.

“That was another thing 
that started from the state. 
They said to come up with a 
way to space everybody out 
[by having] people eat in the 
gym, people eat outside, [or] 
people eat in their classroom,” 
Bettenhausen explained. 

At the beginning of the 
year, students could not grab 
their own silverware and milk. 
These items were placed on 

the tray then handed to them. 
Now that restrictions have 
relaxed slightly, the coolers 
of milk are back open, and a 
table of silverware stands for 
students to take themselves. 

“Basically, we’re back 
to normal other than Mrs. 
Thompson and myself, if you 
want something extra, we 
hand it to you,” Adams said. 
She also explained the impor-
tance of reducing the number 
of people touching the extra 
chips, drinks, or other items 
available for extra purchase. 

Each of these changes 
provides a safe lunchroom 
experience for the students 
and helps everyone stay 
healthy. 

Water girls take on the field

C l e a n i n g  c o m b a t s  C o v i d - 1 9

Grace Mustard / Rock Bottom Staff

Seniors Ava Kuhl, Janae Rusher, Clarissa Kosch, and eighth-grader Rebecca 
Kosch stand on the football sideline holding up Scotus towels donated by 
the hospital. The water girls were a new addition this year due to Covid-19.

Angie Rusher / Journalism Advisor

Head Custodian Joe Schoenfelder uses his electrostatic sprayer to sanitize 
a classroom. Many new cleaning procedures were added this school year.

Many changes come 
with the start of a new 
school year, especially when 
that school year is happen-
ing in the midst of a global 
pandemic. One place extra 
precautions are being taken 
is the football field. This 
year, the football team has 
added a few new members: 
the water girls. 

Senior Camille Pelan 
is one of the water girls this 
year.

“Because of Covid-19, 
the football players are 
unable to touch the water 
bottles. We have to squirt the 
water into their mouths to 

avoid the spread of germs.” 
Usually, the football 

players select a water bottle at 
random from the sidelines and 
squirt some water into their 
mouths. However, handing off 
the same water bottles between 
all the boys poses a health risk. 
With the water girls being the 
only ones touching the bottles, 
there is less chance of spread-
ing germs. 

“We get the boys water 
or Gatorade when they need 
or want it. We get them water 
during timeouts, when they 
sub, or if they cramp,” senior 
Ava Kuhl said.  

Not only are the girls feel-

ing the satisfaction of help-
ing, they are able to enjoy 
themselves while doing it. 

“Being a water girl 
allows me to experience 
the game of football from a 
whole different perspective,” 
Pelan shared. “Being on the 
sidelines makes me feel like I 
am truly part of the team.”

Senior Janae Rusher 
said, “The best part is that we 
get to be with the team and 
learn more about football. It’s 
pretty exciting!” 

Eighth grader Rebecca 
Kosch and seniors Kaden 
Young and Clarissa Kosch 
also help on Friday nights. 

Several procedures 
take place behind the 
scenes to allow for a safe 
and healthy school day. 
Students may have noticed 
some of the changes they 
directly take part in such 
as wiping off desks after 
second and ninth periods. 
There are also an increased 
number of hand sanitizer 
dispensers throughout the 
school. However, there is 
much more the staff mem-
bers, including Head Cus-
todian Joe Schoenfelder, do 
for the school.

“The biggest change 
is we disinfect every room 
over lunch. Sixth period, 
whenever class goes to 

lunch, we’ll go in and spray 
disinfectant with our electro-
static sprayer,” Schoenfelder 
explained. 

While the electrostatic 
sprayer is a new addition to 
the cleaning routine, there 
are some normal cleaning 
procedures that have always 
been around.

“We normally clean the 
bathrooms once a day, but 
now we clean them during 
the middle of the day and 
then after school,” Schoen-
felder said. “We usually clean 
the high-touch surface areas 
anyway, but now we are just 
doing it more often.”

These are changes that 
affect the entire school, but 

there are other alterations 
that help the athletes stay 
healthy. Sports equipment 
that was not cleaned often is 
now getting more attention.

“Volleyballs and bas-
ketballs now get cleaned 
every time [they are used],” 
Schoenfelder shared. 
“Weight equipment gets 
cleaned after every time 
somebody uses it or at the 
end of every period.”

Each of these new prac-
tices help students and staff 
continue to attend in-person 
school. It is important for 
everyone to feel safe from 
the threat of illness while at 
school, and the staff makes 
this safety a top priority.

What was your  
quarantine 

experience like?
“Honestly, quarantine helped me 

realize how entirely thankful I was to 
even have an education.  It made me 
realize how hard our school’s staff 

works to make materials accessible at 
home for students.  I went into quar-
antine upset, and I ended up feeling 

happier afterwards.”

“It was alright; sometimes it 
was hard to hear and under-
stand the teachers. I did like 

being at home though.”

12 Tanley Miller

“My experience with technology 
was okay during quarantine. 

There was the occasional mis-
communication with my teachers 

or a bug with my Lenovo, but 
overall, it worked fine.”

9 Isabel Zaruba 11 Grace Sinclair

“During quarantine, I 
watched tons of movies I 
have seen as well as new 

ones I have never. This was 
the only thing I enjoyed.”

11 Eden Broberg
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New teachers settle into their roles at Scotus

Chapel charm restored 
by renovations

New attendance office 
improves security and safety

New additions to Scotus
By Noah Korth

Mr. Jacob Duhey

Mrs. Annie Sokol

Mrs. Dana Ritzdorf
Kamryn Chohon / Yearbook Staff Angie Rusher / Journalism Advisor Noah Korth / Rock Bottom Staff

Mr. Duhey is new to the Scotus English Department. He 
teaches Literature 8 and English 11. He also helps coach high 
school football and junior high track. Mr. Duhey’s background 
is a bit different from most of the new teachers. He grew up 
in Mission Vejo, California, and he went to Juan Hills High 
School. After high school, he attended Doane University 
in Crete, Nebraska where he earned a bachelor’s degree in 
English. He also earned a master’s degree in English from  
the University of Nebraska Omaha. In his first few months at 
Scotus, Mr. Duhey is enjoying teaching his students.

“My students have easily been my favorite part about 
coming to Scotus,” Duhey said. “They’ve made the transition 
from teaching college to teaching high school and eighth grade 
very smooth. It’s been a joy to come to class every day and 
spark their curiosities.”

Even though Mr. Duhey clearly has a passion for teach-
ing, it can be difficult to inspire all students to work hard in 
school. 

“The hardest part has been getting all my students en-
gaged,” Duhey said. “I want to help all my students. When I 
have students who are falling behind, I want to be able to do 
all I can for them. It’s not just about the students who are get-
ting great grades or mediocre grades. It’s really about helping 
students who are falling behind or struggling with English. I 
want to help those students become intrigued, engaged, and 
ultimately bring up their grades.”

Mrs. Ritzdorf is the new Scotus Campus Minister, and she 
teaches Religion 8. She grew up in York, Nebraska and went 
to York High School. After high school, she attended North-
west Missouri State and earned a bachelor’s degree in elemen-
tary education. In her first few months at Scotus, Mrs. Ritzdorf 
is enjoying Scotus’ faith-based community.

“My favorite part is finally being able to meet all the 
students and having a great community of people who share 
our faith,” Ritzdorf said. “Everyone that works here has been 
really awesome and welcoming, and it’s a great community to 
be a part of.”

As Campus Minister, Mrs. Ritzdorf is responsible for 
helping students grow in their faith. Recently, she had the idea 
of reserving time for reflection and praise and worship after 
school Masses. She also organized the class retreats. 

“The most challenging part has been everything being 
so new, trying to figure out how things were done last year, 
and how to incorporate new ideas of my own,” Ritzdorf said.  
“It’s been a challenge trying to figure it all out and balance 
everything, but it’s been a welcomed one. I think I’m growing 
a lot.”

Mrs. Sokol is new to the Scotus Science Department. She 
teaches Earth Science 8 and Physical Science 9. Mrs. Sokol 
grew up in Duncan, Nebraska, and went to Columbus High 
School. After high school, she attended  the University of 
Nebraska Lincoln and earned a bachelor’s degree in animal 
science and a master’s degree in secondary teaching with an 
emphasis in natural sciences. In her first few months at Scotus, 
Mrs. Sokol is enjoying getting to know the students and staff.

“My favorite part about Scotus is the smaller atmosphere 
and being able to know more kids than I did in my previous 
position,” Sokol said. “Also, the aspects of camaraderie and 
collaboration in the school have been amazing.”

This is Mrs. Sokol’s 16th year teaching. She previously 
taught at Columbus Middle School.

“So far, my greatest challenge is having two different 
curriculums,” Sokol said. “I only had one curriculum in my 
previous position, so having two different curriculums has 
been tricky for me.”

Kade Wiese / Rock Bottom Staff

Ms. Jill Brichacek

Noah Korth / Rock Bottom Staff

Ms. Alex Meyer

Noah Korth / Rock Bottom Staff

Mr. Sam Rose

Ms. Meyer is new to the Scotus Social Science Depart-
ment. She teaches American History I and American History 
II. She also helps coach high school volleyball and track. Ms. 
Meyer grew up in Superior, Nebraska, and she went to Superi-
or High School. After high school, she attended the University 
of Nebraska Lincoln where she earned a bachelor’s degree in 
secondary social science education. In her first few months at 
Scotus, Ms. Meyer is enjoying the people. 

“My favorite part about Scotus is the people,” Meyer said. 
“I enjoyed getting to know the teachers, students, and other 
staff.”

Ms. Meyer grew up in a family of competitive athletes. 
She sometimes battles with being a perfectionist. 

“The most challenging part so far has been organizing 
everything and balancing my time between teaching and 
coaching while also keeping time for myself,” Meyer said.

Ms. Brichacek is the new Scotus Guidance Counselor. She 
is replacing Mrs. Weir, who retired last spring. Ms. Brichacek 
also helps coach girls high school basketball and track. She 
grew up on a farm near Schuyler, and she went to Schuyler 
Central High School. After high school, she attended Nebraska 
Wesleyan where she earned a bachelor’s degree in psychology 
with a minor in coaching. She also earned a master’s degree in 
school counseling from the Uinversity of Nebraska Kearney. 
In her first few months at Scotus, Ms. Brichacek is enjoying 
making connections with the Scotus community.

“My favorite part about Scotus has definitely been the 
teachers, staff, and students,” Brichacek said. “I also love all 
the new things I’m learning, and I’m enjoying interacting with 
everyone around me.”

Ms. Brichacek considered doing school psychology, but 
she chose school counseling because she wanted to be more 
involved in the process.

“The greatest challenge so far has been trying to adjust 
from going to school all the time,” Brichacek said. “Now, my 
job is school. I’ve had to shift the focus of my priorities and 
manage my time differently.”

 Mr. Rose is new to the Scotus Math Department. 
Replacing Mrs. Blaser, he teaches Math 7 and Algebra I. Mr. 
Rose is also an assistant high school football coach and an 
assistant junior high track coach. He grew up in Louisville, 
Nebraska and went to Louisville High School. After high 
school, Mr. Rose attended Concordia University where he 
earned his bachelor’s degree in science and education with a 
math endorsement. In his first few months, Rose is enjoying 
the accommodating community at Scotus. 

“My favorite part about Scotus has definitely been the 
people – from the administration to the other teachers to the 
students to the community support,” Rose said. “We just fin-
ished up parent-teacher conferences, and everybody’s had such 
a positive outlook toward this year despite everything that’s 
going on. The students have been fairly well-behaved, and the 
other teachers have been very helpful.”

In this uncertain time amidst the COVID-19 pandemic, 
Mr. Rose has faced challenges concerning student attendance 
and teaching a mixed classroom.

“The most challenging part right now has been the same 
challenge for everybody. Students are missing school, and 
there’s a lot of worry, fear, and uncertainty,” Rose said. “Also, 
there’s a mixed classroom of students that are here, students 
that missed school a couple days who are behind, and students 
who are gone for an extended period of time. It makes it inter-
esting to work around that, but everybody’s been flexible.”

Visitors coming to Scotus this year no longer have to walk the expanse of the senior 
hallway to get to the office. This summer, the Scotus custodial staff installed a new attendance 
office by the east doors. The new office shares space with the Scotus media center office. There 
were several reasons that prompted Scotus to make this change. 

“The new attendance office is a safety feature for our school,” school president Jeff 
Ohnoutka said. “First of all, for COVID-19, it gives us a place to isolate people who are sick. It 
gives them a place to go as they are waiting for a ride. It also provides a safer environment. We 
have fewer people coming down further into the building because of the new office. It’s a safety 
and convenience feature for our school because of its location to the main doors.” 

This change did not happen overnight, however. It took considerable effort from Joe 
Schoenfelder and Rob Daniels of the Scotus custodial staff to make the adjustment possible.

“The greatest challenge we faced was cutting through the cinder block wall and getting 

Over the summer, the Scotus custodial 
staff has been renovating the chapel by the 
main office doors. The chapel is an indis-
pensable part of the charm and character of 
the school. Over the last few years, increased 
usage of the chapel and age have caused it to 
deteriorate.

“The carpet had become worn because of 
the increased traffic that had been coming in 
for perpetual adoration,” school president Jeff 
Ohnoutka said. “Also, the carpet had been in 
there for quite some time. The pews needed to 
be restored. Some of them were cracking and 
showing wear and tear. ”

After the renovations were complete, 
the chapel had a complete facelift. It has new 
carpet and new lighting. Also, the pews have 
been upgraded; they were refinished by Cliff 
at Platte Valley Refinishing, and new kneel-
ers were installed. All of the changes to the 
chapel would not have been possible without 
Scotus custodian Joe Schoenfelder and his 
team. 

“The greatest challenge we faced ren-
ovating the chapel was finishing it in two 
days,” Schoenfelder said. “The chapel was 
only closed for two days because of Adora-
tion.”

the electrical wiring moved 
to where it needed to be,” 
Schoenfelder said.

The change has been 
welcomed by all the Sco-
tus staff; office secretary 
Mrs. Laurie Hergott seems 
especially pleased with the 
change. 

“We’re all getting settled 
in and used to the changes,” 
Hergott said. “I think it’s a 
great move for security. I’m 
actually busier now than I 
was in the other office. For 
security and COVID-19, it 
was a great idea.”
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By Janae Rusher
Staff Reporter

Grace Mustard / Rock Bottom Staff

Senior quarterback Evan Bock wards off a defender during the first game of the 
season against Wahoo High on August 28th. The Shamrocks lost to Wahoo but 
went on to beat Concordia 61-0 the next week.

The Shamrock football 
players have had a taste of 
many different games this 
season, including big wins, 
big losses, and nail biters. 
The Shamrocks are fighting 
through this roller-coaster of 
a season. The Shamrocks’ re-
cord is 2-4 so far this season 
with 3 regular season games 
left. 

The team’s practices 
started off limited this sum-
mer due to the Coronavirus, 
but it has given the seniors 
the opportunity to lead.

“I think all of the senior 
players have stepped up and 
shown the underclassmen 
how Scotus football works,” 
senior offensive lineman 
Simon Schumacher said. “We 
really try to lead as a collec-
tive unit. We are not a loud 
group, but we lead by playing 
hard on every snap.”

The Shamrocks took a 
hard hit competing against 
former state champion Wa-
hoo High the first game of 
the season. Losing 0-40, the 

Shamrocks needed a boost 
to get through the coming 
weeks.

On September 3rd, the 
boys came back swinging 
against Omaha Concordia. 
They beat the Mustangs 61-0. 
Junior Garrett Oakley is a 
captain on the football team 
this year.

“It felt really good to get 
our first win of the season, 
especially after a tough game 
at Wahoo,” Oakley said. 

The next week, the 
Shamrocks faced adversity 
while playing Aquinas. With 
a struggle to score, the Rocks 
lost 6-21 to the Monarchs.

“Aquinas is a well-
coached and very disciplined 
team that we fought with 
until the end of the game,” 
senior Bryce Foreman said. 
“Playing a tough team like 
them made us better and 
more prepared to play Battle 
Creek.”

The 3-1 Battle Creek 
team gave the Shamrocks a 
slow start to the homecom-
ing game. The Shamrocks 
finished the 4th quarter with 
an onside kick that then pro-
duced a touchdown making 

the score 26-27, Battle Creek. 
“We struggled to stop 

their run game in the begin-
ning,” senior captain Kade 
Wiese said, “but then we 
made a few plays and gained 
a lot of momentum to finish 
the game.”

This exciting moment 
came to a quick end when the 
Shamrocks failed to finish the 
play for 2 points to win the 
game.

The Rocks competed 
away versus West Point 
Beemer losing 27-53 then 
beat North Bend last Friday 
48-28 in a thrilling game.

In the third quarter the 
Shamrocks gained energy 
from multiple touchdowns 
and exciting plays. This 
energy boosted them into the 
fourth quarter and a win.

The Shamrocks will 
compete against Schuyler 
this Friday, Boone Central 
on the 16th, and will finish 
with Lakeview on the 23rd to 
end their regular season. The 
Shamrocks are looking for a 
hopeful end to their regular 
season to set them up well for 
post season play.

“Our varsity guys 

are coming into their own 
positions, and they are 
understanding their roles and 
responsibilities on the team, 
but we still have room to 

improve,” head coach Tyler 
Linder said. “We need to take 
every game one at a time and 
focus in on our jobs. By the 
end of the season, we want to 

be able to look in the mirror 
and say that we became the 
best football team that we 
could become.”

Girls’ golf surprises the competition
By Emily Ferguson

Staff Reporter

Christina Oakley / Yearbook Staff

Freshman Cecilia Arndt putts at the Quail Run Invite on August 31st as a crowd 
of spectators cheer her on. Arndt is the Shamrocks’ lead scorer, and she placed 
1st at Conference on September 26th.

The Scotus girls’ golf 
team is back in action this 
season; however, unlike pre-
vious years, there are several 
new faces on the team. With 

thirteen members on the team 
and only one senior and two 
juniors, the Shamrocks have 
several underclassmen on 
the team this fall. However, 
despite the usual challenges 
of a young team, the Scotus 
girls’ golf team has risen 
above these challenges and 

has had a successful start to 
their season. 

The golf team’s season 
started on September 1st at 
Quail Run, and, since then, 
the girls have not placed 
lower than fourth as a team at 
any meet. The team has had 
a busy and eventful season 

with a golf meet almost every 
three days since the start of 
the season. With so many 
meets and a young team, 
the girls have had several 
opportunities to improve their 
game.  

“Our varsity this year is 
very new and fresh. I think 
most of us, including myself, 
struggle with consistency in 
scoring. It literally depends 
on the day,” junior Alaina 
Dierman said.

The Scotus girls’ golf 
team’s best meet so far this 
season has been the Lakeview 
Invite on September 10th. On 
this rainy and cold September 
day, the Scotus girls beat the 
weather and the competition 
by placing first overall at the 
meet. They ended up beating 
the second-place team, West 
Point-Beemer, by 12 strokes. 
Freshman Cecilia Arndt has 
been the leading scorer on the 
team and has placed in the 
top five at every meet so far 
this season. 

  “My favorite meet so 
far was the Lakeview Invite 
because that was when, as a 
team, we placed first. It was 
a rainy and gross day, but it 
was super fun to get the win 

and trophy,” Arndt said. 
Arndt led Scotus in 

scoring with a 77 and placed 
second at the meet overall. 
The rest of the team was right 
behind Arndt with Alaina Di-
erman scoring an 80, senior 
Jaelyn Podolak 100, junior 
Abee Hutchinson 104, and 
sophomore 
Ella Na-
horny 114. 

The 
Shamrocks 
have had a 
successful 
start to their 
season, but 
the girls 
still have 
their eyes 
on the prize: state. With many 
individual goals still to be 
met and a team goal to make 
it to state, there is still work 
to be done. 

“Individually, my goal 
for this year is to break at 
least one of the school re-
cords. As for team goals, we 
want to go to state as a team 
and win districts,” Arndt 
stated.

Arndt is well on her way 
to achieve this goal after 
placing first at Conference on 

September 26th and leading 
the Shamrocks to a first-place 
victory.

A few days later on 
September 30th at the Sham-
rock Invite, Arndt placed 
first overall at the meet with 
a score of 74. Arndt’s score 
tied Scotus’s current school 

record for 18 
holes, set by 
Jacy Gasper’s 
in 2011. The 
Shamrocks 
received run-
ner-up overall 
at the Invite.

Girls 
district golf is 
scheduled for 
October 6th, 

and state is scheduled for Oc-
tober 12th and 13th. With two 
big meets right around the 
corner, the Scotus girls’ golf 
team will be preparing and 
practicing hard. However, 
the girls are excited to work 
together to hopefully achieve 
their goal as a team. 

“The team is really 
close this year. Coach lets us 
have a lot of fun at practices, 
but also makes sure we are 
working on our game,” senior 
Jaelyn Podolak said.

Young tennis boys look to improve
By Vijay Wemhoff

Staff Reporter

Laura Bettenhausen / Yearbook Staff
Sophomores Alex Zoucha and Blake Wemhoff confer about their match before it 
starts on September 11 at Pawnee Park. Zoucha and Wemhoff are two of the six 
sophomores that play tennis this year.

“Individually, my 
goal for this year 
is to break at least 
one of the school 

records.”
~Cecilia Arndt

The Columbus high co-
op tennis team has been off to 
a good start this season.

Sophomore Nick Zoucha 
in his second year with the 
tennis team, which is a lot 
of experience compared to 
most of the first year Scotus 
players.

“We have a good season 
so far; I have seen lots of im-
provement in the new guys,” 
Zoucha said.

Sophomores Bohden 
Jedlicka and Ted Fehringer 
and freshman Frank Feh-
ringer are all on the varsity 
team. Jedlicka and Frank 
Fehringer won their doubles 
match against Elkhorn 5-8 on 
September 3rd.

“Doubles matches take 
communication and under-
standing with your partner at 
all times,” Jedlicka said.

The Scotus JV have four 
sophomores in tennis this 
year. Sophomore Blake Wem-
hoff said his most challenging 

match was the JV Invite.
‘“I’ve worked on better 

communication with my 
teammates,” Wemhoff said.

Sophomore Ted Fehring-
er and his partner Landon 
Hastreiter won their #2 dou-
bles match against Lincoln 
Northeast at the Columbus 
Invite on September 5th.

“Every match challenges 
us to do better, whether we 
win or lose,” Fehringer said.

Sophomore Alex Zoucha 
said that the Lincoln East/
Elkhorn high meet was the 
most challenging for him.

‘“It is nice to combine 
with Columbus High because 
we aren’t playing the same 
C-1 schools,” Zoucha said.

Nick Zoucha said that 
the most challenging meet 
was the first match they had 
because some of the guys are 
inexperienced and new to the 
team, so it was rough at first.

“I like combining with 
Columbus High because you 
get to meet people from other 
schools,” Zoucha said.

So far there have been 
10 meets played this tennis 

season. Jedlicka has seen 
the most success in doubles 
earning wins against players 
from Norfolk, North Platte, 
Fremont, and Alliance.

“[The most enjoyable 
part about tennis] is the peo-
ple and the trips out of school 
to play tennis,” Jedlicka said.

The boys travel with 
Columbus High to a lot of out 
of town meets that can be a 
little far away sometimes, but 
most feel it is worth it.

“The best part of tennis 
is that you are part of a team, 
but it is an individual sport,” 
Nick Zoucha said.

Most of the players 
chose tennis as a back up for 
football, but they are enjoy-
ing it all the same.

Nick Zoucha said, “We 
have pretty young team that 
will be very experienced by 
the time we are seniors.”

The tennis boys play 
tonight at Norfolk High.

Jedlicka concluded, “It is 
a great sport, and if you don’t 
like the sport you are in, play 
tennis! ‘’
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Volleyball rallies against tough schedule
By Camille Pelan

Staff Reporter

After finishing 3rd last 
year at state for girls and 9th 
for boys, the cross-country 
team looks to make anoth-
er state run this year. Even 
with Covid-19 being another 
hurdle to jump this year for 
athletes, the cross-country 
team still has high hopes.

Scotus’s first meet was a 
dual against Columbus High 
School on August 27th. Scotus 
girls finished 2nd, and boys 
won with all four senior boys 
finishing in the top 6. Senior 
Michael Gasper finished 6th 
overall. 

“This year is different 
because the top 4 runners 
always finish so close togeth-
er, and we are all seniors,” 
Gasper said. 

The following week, the 
Shamrocks went to the Boone 
Central Invite. The boys 
finished 3rd with the senior 
boys still top medalists, and 
the girls finished 7th overall. 
Freshman Serena Swiatek is 
a new addition to the varsity 
team this year. 

“The Albion meet stood 
out to me the most,” Swi-
atek explained. “On the final 
stretch, my legs carried me 
all the way to the finish line.”

The girls have been 
facing adversity this year 
after losing many seniors. 
They also did not have senior 
Olivia Fehringer for the first 
few meets due to an injury 
before the season.

“We have had some in-
juries that have arisen in the 
team,” Fehringer stated. “We 
also have lost a lot of girl 
runners from the last year, so 
we are still figuring out how 
to perform with our team this 
year.”

On September 10th, 
Scotus participated in the Wa-
hoo Invite. The girls finished 
4th out of 13, and the boys 
finished 3rd out of 14. 

“Wahoo stood out to me 
because our first to fourth 
runners’ times were only 
twenty-four seconds apart,” 
Gasper explained. “Mr. Lahm 
just always wants it under 
one minute.”

The Shamrocks compet-
ed in their home meet, the 

Scotus Invite, on September 
17th, with a great run having 
the girls finish 3rd, and boys 
finish 2nd. Senior Benjamin 
Juarez Mendez has been in 
cross-country for the last four 
years. He finished 14th at the 
meet. 

“Lutjelusche (Scotus 
Invite) stood out the most,” 
Mendez recalled. “The 
parents were very supportive. 
Also, a lot of runners ran 
their best times on the course, 
which is very uncommon.” 

With some new runners 
this year making a big impact 
on the cross-country team, 
the Shamrocks are looking 
to push forward with high 
expectations. Newcomer 
senior Ross Thorson has been 
impacting the team in more 
ways than one.

“This is my first year go-
ing out,” Thorson said. “We 
are a solid team and have a 
good chance of doing really 
good.”

The Shamrocks went 
back to Boone Central on 
September 25th. The boys 
got 1st, and the girls finished 
2nd. Senior Emily Ferguson 

finished 10th at the race.
“Everyone on the team 

competed well at Boone,” 
Ferguson said. “Almost ev-
eryone ran a personal best!”

The following week the 

team competed at the UNK 
invite. Scotus girls finished 
9th, and the boys finished 1st, 
hopefully previewing success 
in the post season.

“I am still really looking 

forward to districts and hope-
fully state,” Ferguson stated. 
“This will be my first year 
ever running at districts, and I 
hope both the boys’ and girls’ 
teams qualify for state.”

Vijay Wemhoff / Rock Bottom Staff

Senior Ross Thorson runs the Lutjelusche course finishing 9th at the Scotus In-
vite on September 7th. The boys finished 2nd overall and the girls finished 3rd.

By Ava Kuhl
Staff Reporter

Janae Rusher / Rock Bottom Staff

Senior Anna Ehlers hits the ball on September 24th in the home match against 
Lincoln Christian. Ehlers is one of four seniors who were honored before the 
Shamrock win against the Crusaders.

Despite the tough sched-
ule starting off the first half 
of the season, the Scotus vol-
leyball team has done nothing 
but fight and battle through 

the challenges.
The Shamrocks started 

off the season with a winning 
record of 8-7, including some 
big wins and close losses to 
good teams.

“The front end of our 
season has been as compet-
itive as it’s been in awhile,” 

head Coach Janet Tooley 
said.

The Shamrocks opened 
up on August 27th with a 1-3 
game loss to Kearney Catho-
lic, who currently holds a re-
cord of 20-3.  Scotus bounced 
back with a 3-0 sweep 
against Omaha Concordia on 

September 1st.
“We have the ability to 

be great,” senior Anna Ehlers 
said. “We just have to take 
our talent and practice and 
put it all together into the 
games.”

The Rocks placed 3rd at 
the annual Columbus Scotus 
invitational. They lost to Nor-
folk Catholic, who is current-
ly ranked 2nd in Class C-2. 
Scotus then beat Hartington 
Cedar Catholic in the third-
place game.

The main focuses for the 
team this year are finishing 
and maintaining consistency. 

“Our goals this year are 
to finish games and not take 
any plays off,” senior setter 
Kamryn Chohon said. 

The Shamrocks achieved 
this goal in the five-set 
thriller win against Wayne on 
September 8th.

“We started out strong in 
the first set, then we dropped 
off our game, and we had to 
battle back every point to 
win that game,” junior Grace 
Mustard said.

On September 12th, the 
Shamrocks went 2-2 on the 
day at the Bellevue East 
Invite with two wins against 
Norfolk and losses to Fre-
mont and Lincoln High.

“We have played not 
only some top teams, but 
some teams that are real-
ly playing well this year,” 
Tooley said. “Lincoln High 
was off to a record start when 
we played them, and Fremont 
is off to one of the best starts 
they’ve had in awhile.”

The Shamrocks swept 
David City Aquinas in three 
sets on September 17th and 
then beat Lincoln Christian 
on September 24th in four 
sets. On September 29th, 
the Rocks lost to Columbus 
Lakeview, who currently 
holds a record of 16-3.

Even though the Rocks 
still have a tough upcoming 
end of their schedule, they 
are confident in their ability 
to get wins.

“We are the underdogs 
for most of our matches this 
year,” junior Makenna Sve-

hla said. “We want to prove 
people wrong and get those 
unexpected wins.”

With the season already 
being halfway over, the 
Rocks have high hopes for 
the end of their season. 

“If we just work together 
and work hard, we could get 
far,” senior Tanley Miller 
said.

The Rocks still have to 
play some tough teams, in-
cluding Grand Island Central 
Catholic, Bishop Neumann, 
and Hastings St. Cecilia, 
but they are ready for the 
challenges.

“Obviously, the goal is 
always state,” junior Kate 
Maguire said. “We have to be 
able to overcome challenges 
and obstacles in order to get 
there.”

The Shamrocks placed 
4th in the Columbus Cham-
ber Tournament this past 
weekend, and they play in 
the Centennial Conference 
Tournament tonight against 
Omaha Concordia and Wahoo 
Neumann.

More photos from fall sports

Seniors Jake Heesacker (46) and Alex Novicki (50) and junior Devon Borchers 
(25) make a tackle during the homecoming game on September 18th versus Bat-
tle Creek. The Shamrocks lost by one point finishing 26-27.

Kate Maguire / Rock Bottom Staff

Senior Jaelyn Podolak tees off at the Quail Run Invite on August 31st. Jaelyn is 
the only senior on the Scotus girls’ golf team this season.

Cassie Kouma / Rock Bottom Staff

Shamrock girls’ cross-country team starts their run at the Scotus Invite on Sep-
tember 7th. The girls finished 3rd at the Invite, and had four girls finish in the top 
20.

Ava Kuhl / Rock Bottom Staff

The Shamrocks celebrate winning a point in the home match against Wayne on 
September 8th. The Rocks beat the Blue Devils in five sets.

Keira Feehan / Yearbook Staff
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Covid couldn’t mask homecoming fun

By Kate Maguire
Staff Reporter

Angie Rusher / Journalism Advisor

Seniors Shelby Bridger and Tanley Miller dance with junior Garrett Oakley in 
the middle of the dance circle. Several dance circles were formed at the dance 
where some students went in the middle while everyone else would cheer them 
on. 

Because of COVID-19, 
activities have been cancelled 
or postponed across Nebras-
ka. Homecoming is just one 
of those activities. The CHS 
homecoming was pushed all 
the way back to November 
while other schools are not 
even having a homecoming 
at all. 

Scotus homecoming, 
however, was on schedule. 
The dance took place on Sat-
urday, September 19th from 8 
to 11PM. It was a night full 
of curiosity and excitement. 
Scotus president Jeff Ohnout-
ka oversaw the COVID-19 
guidelines and procedures for 
the dance and discussed them 
with the student council.

“I think it was important 
to have the dance now while 
we felt that we can for sure. It 
would have been easy to wait 
and maybe we wouldn’t have 
to wear masks, but you just 
never know what the future 
holds,” Ohnoutka said.

The dance was not with-
out a few changes, however. 
Masks being the most obvi-
ous alteration.

“We contacted the East 
Central District Health De-
partment, told them what our 
plan was...they were fine with 
it as long as we wore masks,” 
Ohnoutka said.

Students had mixed 
feelings about wearing masks 
the whole night but knew the 
importance of wearing them.

Freshmen Alexandra 
Chavez took part in her first 
high school dance.

“I wished we didn’t have 
to wear masks because mine 
kept falling off while I was 
dancing, but I know we are 
trying to keep everyone safe,” 
Chavez said.

Senior Josh Faust played 
in the Friday night football 
game the night before the 
dance. He was crowned 
homecoming king following 
the game.   

“I didn’t mind wearing a 
mask at homecoming because 
I am used to wearing them 
anyway,” Faust said.

Another change that was 

implemented this year was 
the move from the cafeteria 
to the gym. Ohnoutka felt 
there would be better spacing 
in the gym and would not 
require any movement of 
tables. Not all students were 
happy with the move.

Junior Luke Przymus has 
attended homecoming in the 
cafeteria the past two years.

“I prefer the cafeteria 
because it feels like we’re all 
dancing in one big group, not 
in a bunch of little ones [like 
in the gym],” Przymus said.

As always, homecom-
ing king and queen were 
announced following the 
football game on Friday 
night. The 2020 homecoming 
queen was Tanley Miller and 
the king was Josh Faust.

“I remember talking 
to Ben Kamrath about how 
cold I was, and then they 
announced that I won, and I 
was shocked to say the least,” 
Miller said.

The students hope to 
return to the dance floor in 
December for the Winter 
Ball, hopefully not in masks.

Angie Rusher / Journalism Advisor

A group of students throw their hands in the air as they sing and dance to a 
song. The dance was held in Memorial Hall this year rather than the cafeteria.

Angie Rusher / Journalism Advisor

Junior Abee Hutchinson along with senior Cassie Kouma dance in sync to “Wob-
ble Baby.” Several songs like “Wobble Baby” were played at the dance where 
all students could dance the same to the song.

Angie Rusher / Journalism Advisor
King and queen Josh Faust and Tanley Miller pose with the rest the candidates. 
Front row left to right is Camille Pelan, Shelby Bridger, Clarrisa Kosch, Faust, 
Miller, Kade Wiese, and Jaelyn Podolak. Back row is Ross Thorson, Evan Bock, 
Ben Kamrath, Maddie Blaser, and Michael Gasper. 

Kamryn Chohon / Yearbook Staff
Homecoming king Josh Faust and queen Tanley Miller pose for a photo follow-
ing Friday’s football game. This wrapped up homecoming week, and all that 
was left was the dance on Saturday.

Kamryn Chohan / Yearbook Staff

Seniors Nic Shultz, Grant Neville, and Evan Ruskamp cheer on the homecoming 
candidates at the pep rally. The homecoming candidates were paired up and 
performed a dance together at the pep rally.

Taylor Dahl / Scotus Marketing Director

Students walk through the junior hallway on their way to class during spirit 
week. The juniors went with a Shrek theme and won for best hallway. 
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By Gavin Brabec
Staff Reporter

Ritzdorf redefines campus ministry

Tanley Miller / Yearbook Staff

At the start of this school 
year, students were greeted 
with many new faces at Sco-
tus. One of them is the new 
advisor of Campus Ministry, 
Mrs. Dana Ritzdorf.

Campus Ministry over-
sees retreats and faith-based 
activities that help the school 
grow in their faith. Mrs. 
Ritzdorf has one main goal 
for the students of Scotus 
during her first year as the 
Campus Ministry advisor.

“My goal would be that 
our group can encounter 
Jesus more deeply... and can 
really be disciples in the 
school,” Ritzdorf said.

Ritzdorf said this year 
is a learning year for her as 
she begins to navigate the 
roles of Campus Ministry and 
implementing past activities 
and expanding them to help 
the students encounter Christ 
even more.

Campus ministry has 
been a growing organization 
at Scotus over the past few 
years. It has attracted past 

members and many new 
members. Senior member 
Maddie Blaser has been a 
member of Campus Ministry 
for four years.

“I think Campus Min-
istry is a great way to help 
the other students at Scotus 
grow stronger in their faith. It 
allows us to dive deeper into 
our faith at school.”

In her first year in her 
new role, Mrs. Ritzdorf is 
making some additions to 
Campus Ministry to make it 
more successful. 

“While there are no big 
changes yet, I have imple-
mented four committees 
and four committee leaders, 
which is a little different from 
previous years,” Ritzdorf 
said.

Her changes have been 
giving students a larger 
responsibility in Campus 
Ministry. The four commit-
tees are Spirituality, Retreat, 
Teens for Life, and Special 
Events. 

“I am on the retreat com-
mittee, which I think will be 
a blast!” junior member Ruby 
Martinez said.

Students have a more 
active role as committee lead-
ers. Senior Emily Ferguson 
is the Spirituality committee 
leader. 

“Each committee has 
special tasks to complete, and 
at the end of every meeting, 
we come together as a group 
and make plans based on 
each committee’s goals,” 
Ferguson explained.

Campus Ministry is also 
in charge of the class retreats. 
Members volunteer to work 
at the retreats to ensure their 
success.

“I think the retreats have 
gone well so far. I plan on 
getting feedback, so I can 
adjust the retreats. [This 
way,] students can have the 
best experience possible,” 
Ritzdorf said.

The first retreat they con-
ducted was the senior retreat 
in August. Blaser found the 
retreat was successful and a 
great time to bond with her 
class.

“Our retreat was awe-
some! We were able to swim 
and we got to go on the high 
ropes! Our class got much 

closer and grew in our faith!” 
Blaser said.

Blaser also gave a talk 
to the seventh graders at their 
retreat.

“I got to give a talk 

which was a very rewarding 
experience for me. Seeing the 
seventh graders grow in their 
faith and get to know each 
other was awesome!” Blaser 
added.

Senior member Clarissa 
Kosch is on the Spirituality 
Committee.

“Leading our school in 
faith is both a blast and a 
privilege!” Kosch said.

Kade Wiese / Rock Bottom Staff

Senior Clarissa Kosch leads a small group discussion of seventh graders at the 
7th grade retreat. The 7th grade retreat was held during the day and put on by 
Campus Ministry.

Tanley Miller / Yearbook Staff

Seniors Tanley Miller, Shelby Bridger, and Michaela Kresha jump into the lake at 
the senior retreat held at Timberlake Retreat Center. In addition to swimming, 
they also had Mass and a high ropes course.

Senior Matthew Dolezal balances on a canoe as seniors Simon Schumacher, 
Joel Schumacher, and Brennen Frewing guide it through the water at the senior 
retreat. The seniors had a beautiful day for their time on the water.
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New Mulan movie loses old charm

F u e g o :  f r e s h  f o o d  f a s tF u e g o :  f r e s h  f o o d  f a s t

Streaming ruins movie tradition

By Cassie Kouma
Editor

By Kade Wiese
Staff Reporter

By Ava Kuhl
Staff Reporter

httpswww.housebeautiful.comlifestylea31289659disney-original-remake-reviewer-job-contest

Disney’s live-action remake of Mulan was released on Disney Plus September 
4th, 2020. Pictured above are the original and new movie posters.

Kade Wiese / Rock Bottom Staff

A family of three stand in line as they order their burritos at Fuego Mexican 
Grill in Columbus. Fuego is located south of Wendy’s and next door to Subway.

Ava Kuhl / Rock Bottom Staff

Senior Katelyn Bayer sells tickets to a family at Center 7 Theaters in Columbus, NE. Quite a few Scotus stu-
dents work at the theater including Bayer, senior Ava Kuhl, and junior Audrey Sprunk.

Imagine having to pay 
$29.99 on top of a $6.99 
monthly subscription just to 
watch one movie. Well, there 
is no need to imagine because 
this is a reality for anyone 
who wants to watch the new 
Mulan movie on Disney Plus.  
Disney recently decided to 
bypass theaters and instead 
chose to release the new 
live-action movie directly to 
the Disney Plus streaming 
service. However, potential 
viewers are wondering if the 
movie is worth the price.

While the remake of 
Mulan paid tribute to some of 
its original themes, the movie 
did fall short by leaving out 
some famous Disney signa-
tures. One way in which the 
new movie fell short was 
in the decision to cut out 
Mushu’s character. 

Mushu was Mulan’s 
faithful companion through-
out her journey as well as 
a comedic relief. He was a 
tiny yet spunky dragon who 
managed to get himself ap-
pointed by Mulan’s ancestors 
to be her protector during the 
war. The choice to cut him 
out was ultimately the wrong 
one. Every Disney princess 
deserves her funny compan-
ion, and Mulan should have 
been able to keep hers. 

While Mushu was taken 
out, there was another char-
acter who was added in. The 
main villain in both movies 
has a falcon, but there is a 
twist in the new movie. The 
falcon is actually a woman 
who, among other powers, 
has the ability to shapeshift. 
She has channeled her strong 
chi, a term used to refer to 
energy, to become a strong 
warrior. This falcon-wom-
an and Mulan have many 
encounters in the live action 
movie, and both come to re-

alize the similarities between 
them. This new character 
raises questions about why 
Disney felt the need to re-
move the talking dragon yet 
add a shape-shifting falcon.

Another change in the 
2020 version was the lack 
of musical numbers. All the 
incredible songs Mulan sings 
are absent in the remake. One 
of the best parts about Mulan 
is the music, yet the catchy 
tunes such as “I’ll Make a 
Man Out of You” and “A Girl 
Worth Fighting For” are all 
absent.

 However, the new 
movie did pay tribute to 
one song. At key points, a 
person watching the new 
Mulan movie might notice 
an instrumental version of 
“Reflection” playing in the 
background.

 Fortunately, there was 
one main theme that did not 
change between the animat-
ed and live-action movie: 
Mulan’s strength. She had 

always been one of the most 
powerful female characters in 
the Disney franchise, and she 
still is. Mulan overcame fear 
by choosing to go to war in 
place of her father. This was 
done while disguised as a 
man, and no one was the wis-

er. Mulan managed to keep 
up with and even surpass her 
fellow soldiers, all of whom 
were men, in both movies. 

Some may say the new 
Mulan movie is more modern 
and mature because of the 
decision to leave out a talking 

dragon and music numbers. 
Others may say it lost some 
of its nostalgic charm. Over-
all, the live-action Mulan is a 
great new movie for Disney 
fans to watch, but they should 
go in expecting major differ-
ences from the original. 

Ordering off a Mexican 
food menu can be a struggle. 
Often, the words in their 

menus are words that many 
aren’t familiar with. There is 
also much to choose from, 
and it will hurt one’s brain 
thinking about what to and 
what not to order. Sometimes, 
the food they put in your 

food isn’t always what you 
want. Luckily, there is a new 
place in town that will make 
your Mexican cuisine a better 
experience. 

Across from Wendy’s 
and next to Subway sits 

Fuego Mexican Grill. There, 
you can find a lovely, fami-
ly-run business with a goal to 
serve you. 

Based on the famous 
Mexican restaurant chain 
Chipotle, Fuego offers a vari-
ety of options to choose from, 
and the menu is surrounded 
by what you want.

The number one reason 
why it is so good is you get to 
choose what you want. From 
a big corn tortilla to a small 
flour taco, you get to choose. 
Fuego also offers bowls for 
those who are not looking for 
a calorie-filled meal. Their 
fresh vegetables and home-
made meats make up a small 
fraction of the ingredients 
you can choose from. You 
name it, and Fuego probably 
has it.

Another aspect that 
makes Fuego a good place 
for the people of Columbus 
is their speed. Looking for 
a quick meal for your lunch 
break? Fuego has your back. 
Looking for a post-game 
meal, but mom wants you 

home by 10:30? Fuego is the 
place to choose. 

Here is how it works: 
Walk into the Mexican aro-
ma-filled building and smile 
at the happy owners. Say “hi” 
to them and walk up to the 
counter. Look up at the menu 
and tell them if you want a 
burrito, tortilla, quesadilla, 
tacos, salad, or a bowl. Then, 
choose the meat, rice, beans, 
and vegetables you want. 
Afterward, decide what de-
licious homemade salsa you 
want and determine if you 
want to spend another $2 on 
guacamole. Finally, pay and 
fill up your drink. 

Within three minutes, 
you have successfully made 
your own style Mexican 
meal. Your mom will not be 
mad, and you have plenty of 
time to take a nap before your 
lunch break ends. 

Lastly, you get more 
bang for your buck. Com-
pared to Chipotle and other 
taco trucks in Columbus, 
their prices are quite similar. 
What separates them from 

their competitors is the por-
tions. Chipotle and Columbus 
trucks do not give you nearly 
enough food to feel satis-
fied.  

Fuego awards you one 
great serving of their out-
standing food for a low price. 
I am forced to take home half 
of my meal because they give 
me so much food, and that’s 
coming from a big football 
eater. 

Fuego does not disap-
point, and they currently rank 
in the top 5 Mexican restau-
rants in Columbus with an 
astounding rating of 4.8 stars 
out 5 stars.

Even if you do not like 
Mexican food, you must try 
Fuego. Their name is becom-
ing popular in town, and I 
want you to become a part of 
something big. 

Soon, they will grow into 
an exceptionally successful 
business, and I do not want 
to say, ‘I told you so,’ but 
watch, it is going to happen.

The smell of freshly 
popped popcorn fills your 
nostrils, and displays of can-
dy fuel your childish imag-
ination as you buy a ticket 
to a new movie at your local 
theater. Fun, colorful carpet 
leads you to your theater, but 
as you sit down, you realize 
you are the only one at the 
showing for a movie critics 
have been raving about. 
Then you remember it is also 
streaming at home.

Movie theaters have 
been a timeless tradition for 
generations to provide fun 
first dates, family getaways, 
and even time to yourself. 
However, with the invention 
of streaming platforms at 
home, movie theaters are 
becoming an idea of the past.

Streaming platform 
companies such as Disney 
Plus, Hulu, and Netflix have 
been on the rise even before 
Covid-19.  

Most people enjoy the 
idea of watching new movies 
from the comfort of their 
own homes. According to 
The New York Times, Disney 
Plus has gained at least 50 
million paid subscribers 
during the five months of 
quarantine. Hulu has around 

30 million in its years of 
streaming, and Netflix has a 
grand total of 167 million. 
However, during quarantine, 
movie theaters have been do-
ing the opposite. One of the 
biggest movie theater compa-
nies, AMC Theaters, has lost 
between 2.1 and 2.4 billion 
dollars according to CNN. At 
this rate with movies going 
only on streaming platforms 
and not even showing in the-
aters, it would not be wrong 
to say theaters might become 
extinct.

Theaters should be 
showing new movies instead 
of them just being streamed 
at home. People should go 
to a theater because there is 
nothing that can replace the 
theater experience. 

When thinking about go-
ing to a movie, the first thing 
someone probably thinks 
about is the popcorn. From 
experience (since I work at 
the local theater in Colum-
bus), something about movie 
theater popcorn draws people 
in. I have even had customers 
tell me they only come for 
the popcorn and extra butter. 
During the pandemic when 
the movie theater was closed, 
we did popcorn sales to earn 
revenue, and they were a hit.

Another reason to come 
to the movies, especially 
since quarantine, is it is an 

excuse to leave the house. 
Everyone has been cooped 
up in their houses, but now 
with theaters opening back 
up, why not take an evening 
alone or with some friends to 
go to the theater and have a 
change of scenery?

I do agree it is easier to 
watch a movie at home; it 
costs less, and at home the 

pause button exists, but it 
does not change anything. 
Anyone can watch a movie 
at home and not have to deal 
with other people, but they 
might not actually watch 
the movie. There are far too 
many distractions at home. 
At the theater, it is just them 
watching a movie. As for 
cost, streaming platforms are 

starting to charge for certain 
movies. One example would 
be the new Mulan on Disney 
Plus. It cost $29.99 when a 
movie ticket, in Columbus 
at least, only costs $9. I have 
nothing against the pause but-
ton, but if one pays to watch 
a movie, not having a pause 
button almost forces one to 
wait and watch the whole 

movie. 
Movie theaters may 

be a dying art, but they are 
something people still enjoy. 
Without theaters what would 
you do on date night or a chill 
Friday with friends? So, go to 
a movie theater and enjoy a 
good movie, but don’t forget 
the soda and popcorn. 
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