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In 2014, there was a record 
high of twelve foreign exchange 
students attending Scotus. Since 
2014, Scotus has averaged about 
seven foreign exchange students 
each year. Due to a global pandem-
ic, Scotus Central Catholic has only 
one foreign exchange student this 
school year. Her name is Chau Thi 
Minh Nguyen, or Lily, as many 
Scotus students know her.

Due to COVID-19, the gov-
ernment forced foreign exchange 
students to make a choice this sum-

According to the Guttmacher 
Institute for pro-choice research, 
2,362 babies aborted a day, 98 
aborted every hour. These startling 
statistics are what motivated stu-
dents at Scotus to participate in the 
Life Chain.

On Sunday, October 4th, 130 
Scotus students and members of the 
community lined the sidewalks on 
the corner of 23rd Street and High-
way 30 for the Life Chain. The Life 
Chain is a national pro-life event 
held on the first Sunday of October, 
which enables people to peacefully 
gather and protest abortion. Angie 
Rusher, the sponsor for the Teens 
for Life at Scotus for the past four 
years, understands the impact and 
importance of every person in the 
fight against abortion. 

“The Life Chain is a regular, 
organized way for us to stand up for 
the unborn. It is easy to go about 
life day to day, and even though we 
are pro-life, forget to do our part. 
Our prayer and demonstrations need 
to be intentional if we are going to 
have an impact,” Rusher said. 

This year, Scotus students set 
a new record having 130 students 
attend and participate in the Life 
Chain. In past years, Scotus has 
only had about 40 to 70 students 
attend the Life Chain. The impres-
sive number of students did not go 
unnoticed, especially by people 
who have attended the Life Chain 
for several years. Eighth grader 
Abby Schumacher has attended the 
Life Chain for the past three years 
and was amazed by the number of 
Scotus students who attended. 

“The Life Chain impacted me 
personally this year by giving me 
a better view of how strong our 
school is. I was very surprised at 
how many students showed up this 
year! It is fantastic to go to a school 
that thinks abortion is terrible 
and disrespectful to human life,” 
Schumacher stated. 

Each year, the Life Chain 
brings together hundreds of pro-life 
members in the Columbus commu-
nity to stand united as one against 
abortion. For several students at 
Scotus, including seventh grader 
Josie Rother, this was their first time 
participating in the Life Chain, and 
they were shocked by the number 
of people who are pro-life in the 
community. 

“I was amazed by how many 
people honked, waved, or showed 
support to us during the Life Chain. 
I didn’t think that so many people 
in Columbus supported pro-life,” 
Rother said. 

However, not everyone in the 
Columbus community is pro-life, 
and there were a few people who 
gave their disproval of the Life 
Chain. Sophomore Emma Lindhorst 
realized this fact after attending 
the Life Chain for her first time on 
October 4th. 

Students 
give voices 

to the  
voiceless

Chau’s Challenging Choice
Chau (Lily) Nguyen sacrifices going home in order to finish her senior year at Scotus.

mer whether to stay in the United 
States or go back home. Nguyen is 
the only returning Scotus foreign 
exchange student who decided to 
stay in the United States.

My family and I struggle a 
lot, but they respect my decision,” 
Nguyen said. “At the summer, I 
start to get nervous and want to go 
home, but my country close the 
border, and I have no chance to go 
home.” 

Fortunately for Nguyen, she 
was a foreign exchange student last 
year and is now much more com-
fortable with being at Scotus.

“Last year, I didn’t talk, I was 
quiet, I was terrified, and just want 
to fly back,” Nguyen said. “This 

year, I have friends, they love me 
and I love them too. I also love the 
teachers, especially Mrs. Dusel.”

Nguyen was born and raised 
in Vietnam by her parents, Vinh 
and Anh Nguyen, and she has two 
siblings. She is currently living with 
her host parents, Alex and Kay-
la Heard, and their two children. 
Despite the tough situation the pan-
demic has put Nguyen in, she feels 
it has helped her grow closer to her 
host family.

“It was a very uncomfortable 
experience, but it helps me grow 
more and more,” Nguyen said. 
“Making decision, accept the risk, 
and know that my host family loves 
me a lot more than I think, and I 

love them too.”
Because of COVID-19, Nguyen 

is still not able to travel back to 
Vietnam to see her family, so she 
relies on social media for commu-
nication.

“I call my family through social 
media. Some weeks, I call them ev-
eryday, but some times, three times 
a week to tell them about my life 
and make sure with them that I am 
okay, so they don’t feel worry.”

Her favorite part of being at 
Scotus is the wide variety of activi-
ties Scotus offers.

“You take video production; 
they’ll give you opportunity to take 
the camera. You’re senior, you’re 
interested in medical field, you want 
to improve, you can join in HOSA. 
You like act, join One Act.”

Since Nguyen came to the 
United States in late August 2019, 
she has gained a great amount of 
knowledge about this country.

“Since I come here, I start to 
care, start to ask about the history in 
the U.S. and what’s going on right 
now,” Nguyen said.

Through Nguyen’s experience 
at Scotus, she has made many valu-
able friendships, and she is grateful 
for everyone at Scotus who has 
helped her grow in her knowledge 
and faith.

“Through this, I want to say 
thank you to all people at Scotus. 
Thanks for showing me about God, 
prayer, and amazing people around 
God. Thanks for giving me strong 
faith in myself, teaching me and 
welcoming me to Scotus family.”

After high school, Nguyen 
plans on majoring in nursing and at-
tending Central Community College 
for two years before transferring 
to the University of Nebraska at 
Kearney.Senior Lily Nguyen sits on the dock at Timberlake during the senior retreat in August. This sum-

mer, she was the only foreign exchange student who chose to remain in the United States due 
to COVID-19.

Job shadowing fosters future plans

See LIFE CHAIN, Page 2 See JOB SHADOW, Page 2

Tanley Miller / Yearbook Staff

With the availability of having 
a career counselor this year, students 
at Scotus can set up job shadowing 
through the school. 

Career counselor Bridget 

McPhillips, believes having job 
shadowing through the school will 
give the students more opportunities 
to go and see what different jobs 
entail. 

“Students have an idea about 
what they will want to do in the 
future, but until they go and see the 
daily routine of that specific job, 
they may not know if it is some-

thing they would enjoy,” McPhillips 
said.

With McPhillips solely taking 
on this job for the school, her time 
is now spent setting up job shad-
owing and helping students find 
interests in careers.  

“I do all the hard work in 
regard to setting up job shadowing 
opportunities. I figure out what 

companies allow job shadowing, 
the times and dates when they can 
go, and help them prepare what to 
ask and what to look for at the job 
shadow,” McPhillips explained. 

With the opportunity of having 
someone like McPhillips help 
students with their future careers, 
the accessibility of obtaining a job 
shadow has become trouble-free. 

“Setting up a job shadow is 
simple. Students just have to tell 
me their interests in a career, either 
in email or in person, and I’ll take 
it from there. The importance of 
having this opportunity is huge, and 
as a school, we are here to support 
you,” McPhillips said. 

Since the start of the school 
year, ten students from the senior 
class have used this opportunity to 
go on several job shadows. Senior 
Ben Kamrath, who is hoping to 
follow a career path in agriculture, 
recently job shadowed at Central 
Valley Ag in Monroe to see what it 
was like at their grain elevator. 

“I thought it was cool to see 
how all of the machines and em-
ployees worked together and how 

Senior Olivia Klug is shown how computers at Central Valley Ag control droppers that realease 
grain into rail carts. Klug is one of ten seniors who have gone on a job shadow this year.

Taylor Dahl  / Marketing Director
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“The Life Chain made me 
recognize that not everyone is going 
to agree with what you believe, but 
you must stand up for what you 
believe is right,” Lindhorst said.

Since 1973, when the Supreme 
Court passed Roe v. Wade, which 
made abortion legal in the United 
States, over 61.8 million abortions 
have occurred in the United States 
alone according to the All Ameri-
can Life League organization. This 
number only includes medical and 
surgical abortions and does not 
include the estimated 610 million 
chemical abortions which have been 
occurring since 1963. 

“It is so important we protect 
those who cannot protect them-
selves. The unborn are facing a 
mass genocide like we have never 
seen. We must stand up for our 
beliefs and speak up for the babies,” 
senior Maddie Blaser stated. 

 The Life Chain is only the 
beginning for students at Scotus. 
Students will have several other op-

LIFE CHAIN
much technology actually goes into 
it,” Kamrath said. 

Senior Kamryn Chohon had 
a rather different job shadow that 
took place right here in town. She 
job shadowed Whitney Swanson at 
the Columbus Middle School to see 
what her life as a speech-language 
pathologist was like. 

“My favorite part about the job 
shadow was watching her interact 
with her students and seeing how 
much of a change she is making in 
the students’ lives,” Chohon said.

McPhillips, who has only been 
doing this for four months, is al-
ready seeing some positive feedback 
and hopeful beginnings in some of 
her students, one of which is senior 
Simon Pichler.

“I job shadowed at Sandhills 
Global and took a tour of their cam-
pus to find out what I’d be doing in 
the future,” Pichler said. “Without 
Mrs. McPhillips, I would have 
never known about the opportunity 
at Sandhills. Her father has recently 

piloted the internship program I got 
into, and without her amazing help, 
I would have trouble finding a job 
right out of college.”

This year, the administration 
has given the seniors and juniors 
two days to miss school to job shad-
ow. This equivalates into eighteen 
full class periods.

“Technically, students can miss 
more than two days. For example, 
many of the students who have gone 
on a job shadow have only gone for 
a couple of periods. This still gives 
them about twelve to fifteen class 
periods to go on more job shadows. 
In turn, that’s three more opportu-
nities to go to other job shadowing 
opportunities,” McPhillips ex-
plained.

Sophomores and freshmen, on 

JOB SHADOW
portunities this year to be witnesses 
against abortion and to stand up for 
life. 

“We are currently participat-
ing in the 40 Days for Life Rosary. 
Also, since the archdiocese has 
decided not to attend the March 
for Life this year, we are hoping 
to schedule a day for students to 
pray at an abortion clinic this year. 
We are also hoping to attend the 
Nebraska Walk for Life in January,” 
Rusher stated. 

Unfortunately, Scotus students 
will not be able to attend the March 
for Life this year due to the coro-
navirus. This is disappointing for 
students, especially for Blaser who 
has attended the March for Life for 
the past three years. However, the 
desire in her for an end to abortion 
remains.

“It is very important to stand 
up for those who can’t stand up for 
themselves. It is vital we protect the 
most vulnerable members of our 
society,” Blaser said.

Juniors Chris Adame and Nick Ehlers participate at the Life Chain on October 4th. This year, 
Scotus students set a new record having 130 students attend the Life Chain.

Joel Schumacher / Rock Bottom Staff

the other hand, only receive one 
day of job shadowing, which equals 
nine class periods. 

“The sophomores and freshmen 
still get to take part in the oppor-
tunity to job shadow around town. 
The difference is they don’t get as 
much time as the upperclassmen 
do,” McPhillips said.

If you are wanting or hoping 
to go on a job shadow, email Mrs. 
McPhillips or visit her office in 
room 315. 

“Reach out. You don’t know 
what you don’t know. The job shad-
owing experience will be positive in 
some way. You will get a better idea 
of what you want to do, or you will 
cross things off your list you won’t 
want to do.” 
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“As Christians, we worship 
best when surrounded by 

people who have the same 
values and support us in 

our faith.”

~Cassie Kouma

3
Originalist justices defend our liberites

H e l p  y o u r  i n s i d e s  o u t

S e t t i n g  a f f e c t s  s e r v i c e

By Joel Schumacher
Staff Reporter

By Grace Mustard
Staff Reporter

By Cassie Kouma
Editor

 “A balanced diet is 
necessary for a full, 
happy life. This not 
only applies to the 
important physical 

aspects of life includ-
ing hydration, but it 
includes the mental 

side as well”

~Grace Mustard

“Are you going to pack 
the court?” The question 
was asked multiple times 
at both the presidential and 
vice-presidential debates. 
Neither Joe Biden nor 

Kamala Harris could give a 
straight answer.  Presumably 
because their answer would 
be yes.  Yes, to packing the 
court. Yes, to changing a 
150-year precedent. And 
why? The answer would be 
abortion. Abortion is on the 
ticket. But to say that conser-
vative justices, or so-called 
conservative justices, would 
vote their political affiliation 
would be to misunderstand 
the philosophy of an original-
ist interpretation.

There are two ways to 
interpret the constitution. 
Two ways to be a judge or 
justice. Those two ways are 
the originalist, “conserva-
tive,” or pragmatist, “liberal,” 
judicial philosophies. The 
originalist interpretation 
believes that the constitu-

tion should be interpreted as 
written. In other words, laws 
should not be interpreted 
through the lens of the times 
but rather in view of the 
original meaning of the text. 
Either when dealing with 
constitutional law or inter-
preting acts of Congress, the 
justice has a responsibility 
to rule to the meaning of the 
law independent of personal 
or cultural beliefs. While 
an originalist holds specif-
ic value to the text itself, a 
pragmatist believes that text 
has a “living” or “evolving” 
quality. A pragmatist does 
not interpret the constitution 
strictly to the meaning of the 
original text but rather inter-
prets based on the nuances of 
the cultural context that the 
law is juxtaposed. Therefore, 

liberal justices characterize 
the constitution as a living, 
breathing document. These 
two philosophies, though 
overlapping many times, 
produce starkly different 
opinions on crucial constitu-
tional issues.

 Both views hold their 
own validity and relev-
ence. However, the fact 
remains, liberal justices have 
completely dismissed the 
Constitution of the United 
States to favor their ideology 
on certain issues. Of course, 
the constitution has a certain 
“living” quality to it. Times, 
circumstances, and technol-
ogy change, so the law must 
be applied to the modern 
nuances, without doubt. The 
key idea here is that it is 
the law being applied to the 

times not the times to the law. 
When the times are applied to 
the law, the law is construc-
tively changed to mold with 
the culture, and the nation’s 
founding document is ren-
dered irrelevant. Take abor-
tion for example. Abortion 
was ruled to be constitution-
al. Why? Because the liberal 
justices invented the idea that 
the state outlawing abortion 
employed an “undue burden” 
on women who were restrict-
ed from terminating their 
baby. They were applying the 
cultural beliefs of the 1970s, 
supposed undue burden, to 
the founding document of 
the United States. The result? 
Though the constitution is 
consistently clear that a citi-
zen’s life, liberty, or property 
cannot be taken without due 

process, the court applied a 
modern belief that a wom-
an’s choice trumps that of an 
infant’s right to life. That is 
the danger of pragmatist phi-
losophy: when it rules against 
the constitutionally enshrined 
liberties of Americans to 
run along with the arbitrary 
beliefs of the culture. 

If the United States is to 
prosper, it is of absolute vital 
importance that the liberties 
of Americans are preserved 
through the 21st century. It 
is of great moral importance 
that the rights of discrimi-
nated Americans, of unborn 
Americans, are viewed as 
essential. The President 
should appoint, and Congress 
confirm, originalist justices to 
the SCOTUS.

What am I going to eat 
before the volleyball game? 
Well, the fridge is empty, and 
I need to put something in 
my stomach, so it looks like 
I am going to Runza again. 
Healthy eating is frequently 
shoved to the backburner. 
Sometimes eating poorly is 
fully intentional, other times 
it is the hectic schedule of 
life, and most often healthy 

eating is simply not talked 
about enough.  A balanced 
diet is necessary for a full, 
happy life. This not only 
applies to the important phys-
ical aspects of life including 
hydration, but it includes the 
mental side as well. Healthier 
diets need to become more 
commonplace for teenagers 
with their active lifestyles.

For obvious reasons, 
when people think of eating 
healthy, immediately the 
mind goes to the physical-
ity. Strong bones, healthy 
figure, and protection against 
obesity and other diseases 
are all true aspects your diet 
affects. While a balanced 
diet will help with all these, 
good nutrition is also the key 
source for energy allowing 
for a productive day. I am 
not here to give a health 
lesson on the body, but it is 
an amazing structure full of 
opportunity. If you do not 
fill it with the nutrients it 
needs, it cannot perform to its 

highest potential. After tran-
sitioning my diet to a more 
vegan approach, I can attest 
that it not only enhanced my 
athletic performance, but I 
also felt the healthiest and 
happiest I ever had. I am not 
saying everyone should make 
a huge transition and cut 
everything out of their diet, 
but a committed, balanced 
diet will affect your life in so 
many ways.

Not only does a healthy 
diet have effects physical-
ly, but studies have shown 
changes in diet improve 
ability to handle stress, 
anxiety, depression, and 
other psychological obsta-
cles. These issues can be a 
slippery slope resulting in a 
spiral downward. Get your 
footing and make the next 
right step forward beginning 
with healthy eating. A tricky 
eating situation to the mind is 
sugar. Unnatural sugars cause 
additional highs and lows that 
lead to more crashes, which 

do not help in any situation. 
That Reece’s cup or Cosmic 
Brownie may not look like 
it can do much damage, but 
cutting out these unnecessary 
sugars can make a difference.  
Solid vitamins and nutrients 
are natural 
pick me 
ups of 
energy.

Food 
and water 
go hand in 
hand. Life 
does not go 
on with-
out either 
of them. 
Staying 
hydrated 
improves 
organ func-
tion, replenishes fluid from 
sweat loss, and delivers nutri-
ents throughout the body. 

One of the easiest ways 
to either start or stick to a 
healthier diet is to set goals. 
Make sure they are not so 

drastic that you are not able 
keep up with it. Set small 
goals, and the more you ac-
complish, the easier and more 
encouraging your journey 
will be. Another tip is to grab 
people along the way and 

challenge them 
to improve 
their habits. It 
is much easier 
to stick with a 
new challenge 
when your 
family and/or 
friends around 
you are going 
through the 
same struggles 
and achieve-
ments. My last 
tip is to refrain 
from adding 
junk food 

on your grocery list, and I 
cannot stress enough that you 
should never go to the store 
hungry. The junk food will 
tempt you, and your stomach 
has power over your actions.

It may come to your 
attention that fresh produce, 
organic, and whole grain 
products are more expensive. 
There is a reason for that! 
They give you the nutrients 
and energy needed. Junk 
food is much more available 
at lower prices. Fast food is 
even worse because of how 
normalized and accessible it 
is. The sugary, salty facade is 
so dangerously appealing to 
the tastebuds. Another com-
mon enemy to healthy eating 
is time. Families have so 
many priorities now that it is 
rare to sit down and enjoy a 
home cooked meal anymore. 
Fast food may be a timesaver, 
but it is a burden in many 
more ways.

We need to be mindful 
about what we are putting 
into our bodies whether it 
be a total detox and change 
of diet or a subtle switch 
here and there. An apple a 
day keeps more than just the 
doctor away. 

Easter: this special 
holiday usually involves 
dressing up, going to church 
for Mass, and spending the 
day with my entire family 
at my grandparents’ house. 
This was replaced with casual 

clothes and not being able 
to see any of my family. I 
had never expected to be 
celebrating Easter Mass from 
my couch. Another situation 
I never anticipated was not 
going to church for months 
on end. However, earlier 
this year, Church leaders 
around the world began 
making announcements about 
the closing of churches in 
response to the pandemic. 
Skipping Sunday Mass went 
from being a mortal sin to 
being a necessity.

Now that churches in 
our area have reopened, I 
have realized how much of 
a blessing it is to be in those 
sacred buildings. There are 
endless advantages that come 
with returning to in-person 
Mass. However, it is import-
ant to understand this is not 

an option for everyone. For 
some, it is smarter to watch 
church services online from 
the safety of 
home. With that 
being said, any-
one who is able 
to attend should 
prayerfully 
consider taking 
advantage of 
the opportu-
nity because 
in-person Mass 
is better than 
online Mass in 
more ways than one. 

In the early months of 
quarantine, my family would 
gather together on Sunday 
to watch Mass at home. I 
remember sitting in my paja-
mas with a dog on my lap as I 
stared at my TV screen. It felt 
too informal to be watching 

the priest celebrate Mass 
while I was being so casual. 
Despite this feeling, it was 

im-
pos-
sible 
to 
find 
the 
mo-
tiva-
tion 
to 
dress 
up 
and 

get ready when I was not 
going anywhere. This led me 
to discover it is much easier 
to be reverent in my Sunday 
best while sitting in a pew 
compared to being in pajamas 
on my couch. 

Another reason why 
Mass is better in a church is 

because of the other parishio-
ners. I always enjoy singing 
songs during Mass, but I felt 
too awkward at home without 
all the other voices to sing. 
Another difference was how 
quiet it was reciting prayers 
with only my family com-
pared to the loud sound of the 
Our Father being said by ev-
eryone in the church. Missing 
all these people comes from 
the fact that we are made for 
community. As Christians, 
we worship best when sur-
rounded by people who have 
the same values and support 
us in our faith. 

Most importantly, we 
were made to be in commu-
nion with God. I remember 
when I received the Eucha-
rist for the last time before 
quarantine started. Churches 
around the country had begun 

to close, and I wondered how 
long I would have to go with-
out being that close to God 
again. There was the prayer 
for Spiritual Communion that 
took the place of receiving 
the Eucharist, but it was not 
the same as actually receiving 
the bread and wine that is 
Jesus. 

Each of these changes 
forced me to realize how 
important attending in-person 
Mass is. It is easy to take for 
granted the freedom of going 
to church every weekend un-
til that freedom is gone. Now 
that churches have opened 
back up, I encourage anyone 
who is not at risk to take the 
opportunity to return to Mass 
and remember how fortunate 
our community is to have that 
chance. 

Ava Kuhl / Rock Bottom Staff
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Shamrocks  rank  the i r  pa t r io t i sm
Being a patriot can mean 

more than having a flag 
flying and following politics. 
The word patriot has a differ-
ent meaning to many of the 
students at Scotus.

On a scale of one to ten, 
students ranked themselves 
around 6.5 on a school wide 
survey, 10 being most patriot-
ic. This is because they either 
follow politics closely, do not 
agree with politics, or they 
love the freedom America 
gives. 

“I definitely consider 
myself patriotic,” junior Eden 
Broberg said. “I think that 
we are all beyond blessed to 
get to live in the beautiful 
country of America. We have 
so many rights and freedoms 
most countries are not al-
lowed to have. It is amazing.”

Many students agreed 
with this statement, but 
senior Noah Korth took 
his patriotism in a different 
direction.

“In many ways, America 

paved the way for modern 
government,” Korth said. “It 
inspired nations to become 
democratic. However, 
America is not the greatest 
country in the world; it has 
consistently failed to live up 
to its promise. The beauty 
of America is it continues to 
grow and develop.” 

Patriotism does not only 
affect the upperclassman, but 
it affects everyone as well as 
seventh grader Ryan Allen.

“I care a lot about my 
country,” Allen said, “and I 
am very involved in politics. 
I am this way because I care 
about how my family, my 
faith, and my life are influ-
enced by my country.”

Scotus is full of patriots. 
In the past, many students 
have entered the military 
right after graduation and this 
year senior Sebastien Fritz 
will begin bootcamp for the 
Marines after he graduates.

“The Marines impact 
my patriotism,” Fritz said. 
“I plan on serving this great 
country because I love the 
United States, and I want to 
protect it.

Alum Bryan Littlefield 
entered the military after 
graduation in 2018. Sopho-
more Paul Littlefield is his 
younger brother.

“I am patriotic because 
every single freedom we 
have was afforded to us by 
the sacrifice of others,” Paul 
Littlefield said.

The military has done so 
much for the United States 
and the freedom of its people. 
Many students are proud to 
live in the land of the free 
like junior Tyler Stuart.

“Having a love for your 
country and enjoying where 
you live is vital to living as 
an American,” Stuart said. 
“Who wouldn’t want to be 
proud of where they come 
from? We are born and raised 
American.”

Students such as junior 
Nathaniel Eisenmenger are 
glad to live in a free country, 
but they did not rank them-
selves high on the patriotic 
list for their own reasons.

“It depends on how you 
define patriotic,” Eisen-
menger said. “I don’t go 
running around everywhere 

with an American flag 
jumpsuit, but I believe that 
this country and it’s people 
deserve to have the freedoms 
of life, liberty, and the pursuit 
of happiness.”

Even though only a small 

percentage of Scotus can 
vote, students still appreciate 
their country and the free-
doms they are given.

“I love my country,” 
senior Ben Juarez said. 
“There are opportunities that 

I am fortunate to have just by 
being in the United States. In 
other parts of the world, there 
are many underprivileged 
individuals who would rather 
be here than their home 
country.”

Ruby Martinez / Yearbook Staff
Seniors Janae Rusher, Shelby Bridger, Tanley Miller, and Kamryn Chohon show 
off their patriotic spirit during homecoming week. Out of these four seniors, 
only Shelby Bridger was old enough to vote in the 2020 presidential election.

H i s t o r i c a l l y  C l o s e  E l e c t i o n s

Jefferson vs. Burr
The first time the 

election was close was the 
election of 1800 with Dem-
ocratic-Republican Thomas 
Jefferson versus Democrat-
ic-Republican Aaron Burr. 
Back then, whoever won 
the election was president, 
but whoever placed second 
became the vice president. 
The political parties were 
Democratic-Republicans and 
Federalists. The 1800 elec-
tion ended with a tie between 
Jefferson and Burr, thus hav-
ing to be sent to the house of 
representatives. After months, 
Jefferson was declared presi-
dent with Burr as vice. Many 
people saw this moment 
portrayed in the Broadway 
Musical Hamilton written by 
Lin-Manuel Miranda.

By Ava Kuhl
Staff Reporter

Adams vs. Jackson
The election of 1824 

with incumbent Democratic- 
Republican President Andrew 
Jackson and, son of former 
President John Adams, 
Democratic-Republican John 
Quincy Adams made histo-
ry. William Crawford and 
Henry Clay were also in the 
running. Jackson dominated 
the popular vote, however, 
he was a few short of the 
majority vote in the electoral 
college. When no candi-
date wins a majority of the 
electoral votes, the House of 
Representatives votes for the 
President. Adams won in the 
end with the help of Henry 
Clay, allegedly, making Jack-
son the first president to win 
both the electoral and popular 
vote but lose the presidency. 

Cleveland vs. 
Harrison

The election of 1888 was 
corrupt and filled with ques-
tions. Incumbent Democratic 
President Grover Cleveland 
took the South with voters, 
and Republican Benjamin 
Harrison overtook the North 
and West. Because Cleve-
land had won the South, the 
popular vote was secure, but 
he lost in the electoral college 
223-168. However, four years 
later, Cleveland returned and 
beat Harrison becoming the 
first president to serve two 
nonconsecutive terms. 

Truman vs. Dewey
The 1948 election in 

which Democratic President 
Harry S. Truman defeat-
ed Republican Thomas E. 
Dewey left the country 
dumbfounded. Truman went 
to bed that night thinking 
Dewey had beaten him. Even 
the Chicago Daily Tribune’s 
distributed a paper with the 
famous headline “Dewey De-
feats Truman.” However, to 
everyone’s surprise, Truman 
won by a comfortable lead 
leaving even Dewey con-
fused and shocked. 

Bush vs. Gore
Elections ran smoothly 

for the next few decades until 
the election of 2000 with 
Republican George W. Bush 
and Democrat Vice President 
Al Gore. On the election 
night it was already close in 
three states: Oregon, New 
Mexico, and Florida. Gore 
won both Oregon and New 
Mexico, leaving Florida to 
decide the presidency. After 
a recount, Bush was declared 
the winner, and Gore sued 
saying not all the ballots were 
counted. In the end, Bush 
won the presidency. 

Trump vs. Clinton
What some say is the 

most surprising election was 
the 2016 presidential elec-
tion. Contrary to the polls and 
what many believed, Re-
publican Donald Trump beat 
Democrat Hillary Clinton 
even though Clinton dom-
inated in the popular vote. 
However, Trump won in the 
electoral college 304 elector-
al votes to Clinton’s 227, thus 
leading him to be the current 
President of the United States 
despite the odds.

Sources: Britannica.com, Scholastic.com, and History.com

And the 2020 president of the United States is...still unknown.
This year’s election with President Donald Trump and former Vice President Joe Biden is a close one. However, this is not the first time something similar 

to this has happened. Throughout presidential history, the presidential candidates have had close outcomes leaving the country wondering who would lead the 
United States.
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Teachers 
judge the 
election

The current election is a hot 
topic right now even though only 
5% of the student body can vote.  
However, the teachers and staff are 
all able to vote and shared some of 
their views on this election.

School secretary Laurie Her-
gott summed up what many staff 
members said: politics have been 
reduced to nothing more than the 
candidates insulting each other and 
people starting fights over who is a 
better candidate. 

“I’m tired of the candidates’ 
personal attacks, name calling, dis-
respect for each other as candidates, 
and current or former government 
officials talking over each other. 
It’s unfortunate that we’ve allowed 
the leadership of our country be 
reduced to what amounts to nothing 
more than a school yard fight,” 
Hergott said.

Many staff members agreed 
elections are no longer over what 
is best for the country, but, rather 
which candidate can make their 
opponent sound worse. Theology 
teacher and head football coach 
Tyler Linder believes the same as 
Hergott.

“People at one time debated 
ideas. Now we have reality TV 
shows where the candidates get 
their reputations set on fire, and the 
one who comes out with the fewest 
burn marks wins,” Linder said.

Staff members believed there 
were few deciding factors of who 
wins the election this year. Develop-
ment director John Schueth felt this 
factor was quite straightforward.

“Very simple, which party will 
get enough of their voters to actual-
ly vote. It’s a shame how many U.S. 
citizens do not exercise their right to 
vote,” Schueth said.

According to pewresearch.
org, only around 56% of Americans 
casted ballots in the 2016 election. 
That percent could decrease even 
more this election.

Not only is the number of vot-
ers who turn up an important factor, 
but so is social media. Social media 
influences elections in many ways.

STEAM teacher Betsy Rall 
noticed social media produces ques-
tionable allegations.

“Negative advertising has been 
proven to be effective, and it must 
be sorted. Much of what is said 
in negative ads needs to be ques-
tioned,” Rall said.

Journalists on social media 
publish pictures or news without 
context.  This causes people to 
immediately support or dislike a 
candidate. Elections focus more on 
candidates’ personal or private lives 
rather than their intentions for the 
country.

Teachers and staff not only 
shared their thoughts on this year’s 
election, but also elections of the 
past. Many staff members’ most 
memorable elections were the first 
ones they could vote in. Religion 
teacher Kelly Koranda remembered 
her first elections, the 2008 elec-
tions, vividly.

“They were the first ones I 
could vote in. I remember I was 
in college, and I had to order an 
absentee ballot because I was out 
of state. I called my parents to ask 
them about some of the candidates 
and issues on the ballot, and I 
remember my mom wouldn’t tell 
me any answers to my questions 
because she thought it was import-
ant for me to do my own research. I 
was frustrated at the time, but it was 
a great lesson in taking the elections 
seriously, to research each issue and 
candidate, and to think about how 
each issue fits into my own beliefs,” 
Koranda said.

 Guidance counselor Jill 
Brichacek summed up what many 
people are thinking about who will 
win this year’s election between Joe 
Biden and Donald Trump.

“Whoever proves they are the 
lesser of the two idiots [will win].”

By Kate Maguire
Staff Reporter

On the second floor of Scotus 
in room 206, a voice can often be 
heard at the beginning of each class 
period saying, “Good stuff today 
people, good stuff.” This is Scotus’s 
senior class Modern Government 
teacher Pat Brockhaus’s classroom, 
and the discussions have been heat-
ing up with the presidential election 
right around the corner.  

Mr. Brockhaus’s thrilling and 
lively government class is one of 
the most unique classes at Scotus. 
It is a room where the atmosphere 
is always filled with discussion and 
debate about relevant topics happen-
ing in the world and America today. 

“I love how deep we get into 
real American politics. There is no 
other class I’ve had before that is 
like it,” senior Brennan Frewing 
said. 

With the presidential election 
being a major topic this year, Mr. 
Brockhaus is focusing on teaching 
his senior government class about 
each candidate and the unique vot-
ing process this year. This was quite 
important since several members of 
the senior class were eligible to vote 
for the first time on November 3rd.

“I want my students to be 
knowledgeable,” Brockhaus stated. 
“It is hard now with social media 
because you get bombarded with so 
much stuff, so many political ideas 
and viewpoints. What are you sup-
posed to believe? One side says this, 
and the other side says this. I want 
them to cut through the nonsense 
and get to the heart of it.”

Every day at the beginning of 
class, Mr. Brockhaus goes through 
CNN’s “5 things to know” for the 
day. This helps him inform his 
students about the election, mail in 
voting, and events that are hap-
pening around the world and in 
America. For many students in the 

senior class, until they stepped into 
Mr. Brockhaus’s classroom this 
year, they had never been interested 
in the election or what is happening 
in America.

“If it wasn’t for Mr. Brock-
haus’s Government class, I would 
have no clue about what is going on 
politically in the United States right 
now,” senior Camille Pelan said. 

“I report, you decide.” This 
is Mr. Brockhaus’s motto when it 
comes to informing his students 
about each of the presidential 
candidates. Mr. Brockhaus believes 
it should be up to his students to de-
cide whom they will vote for based 
on their own opinions and beliefs. 

“I am not a big fan of either 
candidate, but there is good in each 
of them. My job is to give my stu-
dents the information, and then we 
will yell and scream about it, and 

they will make the final decision. In 
the end, it is their decision,” Brock-
haus said. 

Several of the seniors, includ-
ing Ava Kuhl, are thankful Mr. 
Brockhaus does not favor one can-
didate over the other and gives his 
students plenty of information about 
each candidate. 

“Mr. Brockhaus has taught me 
to see both parties for the election. 
He never shows or is biased towards 
a particular party, and that helps me 
understand the election more,” Kuhl 
said. 

During the last few weeks 
in Government, the seniors have 
been watching the presidential and 
vice-presidential debates. This has 
helped the seniors to listen to each 
candidate’s promises and ideas and 
to discuss and debate the points of 
each candidate. 

“It was interesting watching the 
debates as a class because differ-
ent people gave their input with 
different perspectives,” senior Joel 
Schumacher stated.

Hopefull soon, America will 
have either the same or a new 
president in office. However, many 
seniors are considering a third 
option for president besides Trump 
or Biden: Mr. Brockhaus. Despite 
this, Mr. Brockhaus is not interest-
ed in leaving his job at Scotus and 
becoming president. 

“No, I would not like to run 
for president, mainly because of 
the media. Some of the things I 
believe in are not media favorites. I 
am pro-life and not a big fan of the 
death penalty. If I was president, my 
Catholic faith would definitely be 
involved, and I do not think that is 
wrong,” Brockhaus stated. 

Brockhaus prepares generation of voters
By Emily Ferguson

Staff Reporter

Emily Ferguson / Rock Bottom Staff

Government teacher Pat Brockhaus describes specific roles of the government to his class. 
Brockhaus teaches social sciences to juniors and seniors including government to the senior 
class.
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Improvemen t  impac t s  foo tba l l

By Gavin Brabec
Staff Reporter

Gavin Brabec / Rock Bottom staff

Junior fullback Devon Borchers runs the ball in the Boone Central game at Me-
morial Stadium on October 16th.. The Shamrocks defeated Boone Central 41-20.

After hard-fought wins 
and tough losses, the Sham-
rock football season has 
drawn to a close. Throughout 
the season the team learned 
to work together and commu-
nicate out on the field. They 
finished with a record of 4-5. 

After the North Bend 
victory on October 2nd, the 
Shamrocks competed away 
against Schuyler on October 
9th. With many touchdowns 
and a strong defense, they 
secured a huge win. Scor-
ers included junior fullback 
Devon Borchers and senior 
quarterback Evan Bock with 
two touchdowns. Junior tight 
end Seth VunCannon, soph-
omore junior varsity quarter-
back Trenton Cielocha, and 
sophomore middle lineman 
Isaak Liebig all scored one 
touchdown. The big lead 
allowed the junior varsity to 
receive some playing time on 
the field. The final score was 
55-15.

“Going into the Schuyler 
game, we had the confidence 
we needed to execute our 

offense and defense well 
enough to pull off a win,” 
Borchers stated.

The Rocks then went 
on to play Boone Central at 
Memorial Stadium on Octo-
ber 16th. They led a decisive 
victory over the 3-4 team. 
Borchers showed his domi-
nance on the field again with 
a total of 212 rushing yards 
and three touchdowns. The 
defense had three intercep-
tions with junior wide receiv-
er Garrett Oakley catching 
two of them.

“Against Boone we 
forced turnovers and estab-
lished our run game which 
caused us to win the game,” 
senior wide receiver and de-
fensive back Josh Faust said.

Moving on from the 
Boone Central win, the 
Shamrocks played their rival 
the Lakeview Vikings on 
October 23rd at Memorial 
Stadium. Bock was the lead 
scorer of the night scoring all 
three touchdowns. Borchers 
achieved 1,000 rushing yards 
during the game. With a 
struggle to defend against the 
Viking offense, the cold night 
ended in a loss with a final 
score of 20-28. Although it 

was not how they wanted 
the season to end, there were 
some key takeaways from the 
game.

“Understandably we 
were disappointed in the loss, 
but we are not disappointed 
in our kids. They fought 
incredibly hard. The disap-
pointment the boys had at 
the end of the game told me 
everything about this group. 
They care about Scotus 
football, and they care about 
playing as a team,” head 
coach Tyler Linder said.

This year was coach 
Jacob Duhey’s first year at 
Scotus and first year as an as-
sistant coach for the football 
team. Before every game, he 
gave motivational speech-
es to the guys to get them 
excited for the game ahead. 
He helped coach the whole 
team but more specifically 
the running backs.

“The athletes really 
sparked a fire in me that I 
didn’t know was ready to be 
sparked since the last time 
I stepped off the field. We 
formed an identity for our-
selves and stopped holding 
onto the previous seasons’ 
successes,” Duhey said.

Now that the season 
has come to an end, the 
team looks back on their 
performance and how they 
improved over the course of 
the season.

“I think our underclass-
men helped us to improve 
over the second half of the 
season. They helped pre-
pare us during the week and 

played key roles on Friday 
nights,” Faust stated.

Another factor influ-
enced the improvement of 
the team as the season went 
on. They grew a closer bond 
which improved their game. 

“We gained chemistry 
and found what our weak-
nesses were and tried to play 
through them,” junior wide 

receiver Chance Bailey said.
Borchers concluded, 

“Our season did not go 
exactly how we wanted, but 
we have to learn from it and 
come ready to work and 
prepare well in the off season. 
We had some rewarding 
moments and took note of 
things to improve on for the 
next season.”

Cross country finishes with mixed emotions
By Noah Korth
Staff Reporter

Ava Kuhl / Rock Bottom Staff

Scotus runner senior Olivia Fehringer maintains a steady lead in front of a 
group of girls at state. Fehringer broke the Scotus record on the course and 
placed 16th.

The boys’ and girls’ 
cross country teams had 
varying expectations for 
themselves as they ran at the 

district and state competitions 
this year. However, prospects 
do not always come true, 
especially in cross country. 
The outcome of districts was 
bittersweet for the boys as 
they placed 2nd and fulfilling 
for the girls as they placed 

3rd. Senior Michael Gasper 
led the boys’ team at state, 
placing 8th individually at the 
district meet.

“We expected to qualify 
for state as a team fairly eas-
ily,” Gasper said. “Our goal 
was to win our district, and 

we knew that it was achiev-
able.”

Even though the boys 
knew their goal was reach-
able, they were surprised and 
disappointed when Pierce 
overcame them at the district 
meet.

“We ended up losing to 
Pierce by four points,” senior 
runner Ben Juarez Mendez 
said. “They ran very well that 
day. Although we were not 
satisfied with our results, it 
motivated us to beat them at 
state.”

In contrast, the girls’ 
team was pleased with the re-
sults from districts after they 
placed 3rd and qualified for 
state. Senior Olivia Fehringer 
led the charge for the girls, 
placing 4th. 

“My goal for districts 
for the team was qualifying 
for state. We did just that,” 
Fehringer said. “My goal as 
an individual was placing top 
five in our district. I placed 
4th, so I was happy about the 
results.”

Regardless of goals met 
and failed, both teams earned 
a coveted spot at the Class C 
state meet in Kearney. This 

time, the boys were hoping to 
redeem themselves.

“My expectation and the 
team’s expectation for us at 
state was to get top five as 
a team,” senior runner Ross 
Thorson said. “A main goal 
and very reasonable goal for 
us was to bring home a tro-
phy by placing 1st or 2nd.”

Likewise, the girls were 
ready to give it their all at the 
state meet. Senior runner Em-
ily Ferguson had especially 
ambitious goals for herself.

“My goal for state was 
to run my fastest 5k ever,” 
Ferguson said. “This was 
my first time running at state 
and also my last meet, and I 
wanted to leave it all out on 
the course.”

Despite the momentous 
determination of both teams, 
they did not get the overall 
results they were looking for. 
Perhaps this was due to the 
nasty weather; the runners 
had to work around a chilling 
high of 35º F in addition to 
high winds. The boys’ team 
placed 7th at the state meet, 
and they were a mere twelve 
points away from clinching 
second place. Gasper was 

the top Scotus runner for the 
boys, finishing in 19th place. 
The girls’ team finished in 
11th place. Their top runner 
was Fehringer, who finished 
in 16th place. 

“I am bittersweet about 
my performance at state,” 
Fehringer said. “I broke the 
Scotus record on the course, 
but I was one away from 
placing. I was happy for the 
team because all of us girls 
ran our best times on the 
course, but the results were 
not what we wanted. State 
was cold and windy, but 
we tried to fight against the 
odds.”

Even though the teams 
did not quite meet their 
expectations for themselves 
at the end of the season, the 
seniors are still taking away 
important lessons the sport 
has taught them.

“Over the past six years, 
cross country has not only 
made me a better runner, but 
it has also shaped who I am 
today,” Juarez said. “It has 
taught me hard work and 
discipline and has helped me 
build long-lasting relation-
ships.”

G i r l s ’  g o l f  g r o w s  t o g e t h e r
By Joel Schumacher

Staff Reporter

With the 2020 season 
under wrap, this year’s girls’ 
golf team finished a run at 
state despite being a young 
group of golfers.

Being comprised of 
mostly sophomores and 
freshmen, Jaelyn Podolak 
was the sole senior along 
with juniors Alaina Dierman 
and Abee Hutchinson as the 
only varsity returners.

Leading the way was 
head coach Tanya Niedbalski, 
who thought the team per-
formed well under difficult 
circumstances.

“We had our ups and 
downs throughout the short 
season. One of the ups was 
winning the Lakeview Invite 
where we shot a 361. Win-
ning the Centennial Confer-
ence Tournament shooting a 
372 was big for us as well as 
qualifying for the State Tour-
nament. Some downs were 
the cancellation the Fullerton 
Invite because of COVID-19 
and losing Alaina Dierman 

for the Scotus Invite and Dis-
tricts because of COVID-19 
quarantine,” Niedbalski said.

The Shamrocks under-
stood district play was a crit-
ical challenge for potential 
post season play. A challenge 
that was undertaken by a 
team dominated with new 
players missing one of its 
veteran players.

 “Districts was a concern 
for us; not having Alaina, 
playing on an unfamiliar 
course, and having only 
one player with postseason 
experience caused some 
tense moments.  Our main 
concern was whether our play 
was strong enough for state. 
We weren’t thinking about 
winning at this point. We just 
wanted to qualify for state,” 
Niedbalski said.

Despite the adversity, 
Niedbalski was excited and 
realistic about the opportuni-
ty of competing at state.

“We didn’t really go in 
with a lot of expectations.  
We wanted to play well of 
course, but three of the five 
girls had never played at state 
before, so this was all new 

to them. I thought our team 
placing was respectable. We 
had bounced around between 
6th, 7th, 8th, and 9th places all 
day on day two.  It wasn’t our 
best performance of the sea-
son, but we didn’t fall apart 
or give anything away.  We 
gained valuable experience 
for next year as four of the 
five golfers [will] return.”

With such a young 
team competing in the state 
tournament, Niedbalski said 
freshman Cecilia Arndt was 
a bright spot throughout the 
2020 season.

“Cecilia came with her 
game face on and was ready 
to play every meet. She 
showed by example what 
hard work can accomplish.  
She tied the school record of 
74, set by Jacy Gasper her 
senior year, at the Scotus 
Invite.”

 Arndt agreed with her 
coach’s assessment of her 
2020 performance.

“I think the season went 
really well; I medaled in all 
of the meets and the team 
really bonded throughout the 
year.”

Senior golfer Jaelyn 
Podolak also believed team 
bonding was a constant expe-
rience throughout the season.

“The golf season went 
very well, and I am so proud 
of everyone on the team 
because we all improved 

our game as the season went 
on! [I] loved everyone on 
the team and how we all 
got along and helped each 
other out through the whole 
season.”

In conclusion, Niedbals-
ki said the future looks bright 

for the Shamrock golf team.
“We have all but one of 

our players returning next 
season.  With time put in over 
the summer months practic-
ing and playing, we have the 
opportunity to see success on 
the golf course next year.”

Taylor Dahl / Marketing Director

The Shamrock golf team poses for a picture after completing the Quail Run In-
vitational. Pictured here are (top row) Ella Nahorny, Samantha Johnston, Emma 
Lindhorst, Lauren Houfek, Makenna Barels, Cecilia Arndt, Abee Hutchinson, Jae-
lyn Podolak, Alaina Dierman, (bottom row) Kaitlyn Fleming, Kalee Ternus, Shay 
Smith, and Olivia Ehlers.
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Shamrocks fight until the end
By Cassie Kouma

Editor

Despite the ups and 
downs of the season, the 
Shamrock volleyball team 
persevered until their last set. 
The girls faced challenges 
such as injuries, COVID-19 
illnesses, and skilled oppo-
nents.

Junior Grace Mustard 
played both outside and right 
side during the season.

“We had people out for 
weeks at a time which forced 
different people into differ-
ent positions causing us to 
change line ups just about 
every week,” Mustard said. 

Through all of this, the 
girls played on. The Centen-
nial Conference Tournament 
brought the Shamrocks both 
successes and short comings. 
On October 8th, they had wins 
over Bishop Neumann and 
Omaha Concordia.

Junior Kate Maguire 

was the starting libero for the 
Shamrocks.

“We blocked really well 
and kept the ball in play by 
hitting smart shots. We also 
passed really well which 
helped us run a multiple 
offense,” Maguire stated. 

The Shamrocks then lost 
to Archbishop Bergan 0-2 on 
October 10th. They were also 
beat by Kearney Catholic 
1-2, but the tournament 
closed with a 2-0 win against 
Hastings St. Cecilia. 

The Centennial Con-
ference Tournament was 
followed by a handful of 
individual matches. October 
13th resulted in a 1-3 loss to 
Grand Island Central Cath-
olic who ended the season 
with a record of 24-3. The 
Shamrocks then lost to Bish-
op Neumann 0-3 on October 
15th. Another defeat of 0-3 
occurred on October 20th 
against Hastings St. Cecilia, a 
team with a 23-9 record. 

A high stakes game 

against David City brought 
a 3-1 win for the Shamrocks 
on October 26th. This victory 
allowed the team to stay in 
the Subdistrict C-1 Tourna-
ment which would wrap up 
the volleyball season. The 
next day, on October 27th, the 
Shamrocks fought to keep 
their season going. They 
faced off against Lakeview, a 
team with an impressive 25-5 
regular season record. 

“We didn’t show up 
scared even though we 
were the underdogs,” junior 
Makenna Svehla, a defensive 
specialist for the outside 
hitters, explained. 

The Shamrocks fought 
hard during the first set with a 
close outcome of 30-32. After 
that, the two rival Columbus 
teams had three more close 
sets. 

“Some calls didn’t go 
our way, but we kept playing 
and knew we needed to put 
up a good fight,” Svehla said.

The score of the second 

set was 23-25. The Sham-
rocks then won the third set 
25-23, but Lakeview won the 
final set with a score of 20-
25. This was an unexpectedly 
close game considering how 
well Lakeview’s season was 
going. 

“One thing that helped 
to battle such close sets with 
Lakeview was the momentum 
we had from the night before 
playing David City. We had 
such high energy, and we 
were having fun,” Mustard 
shared. 

This loss ended the sea-
son for the Shamrocks with a 
12-13 record. 

“We played our hearts 
out. Our effort was there, 
we just didn’t finish,” junior 
Chloe Walker, an outside and 
middle hitter, said.

Looking back, senior 
outside hitter Tanley Miller 
remarked, “I was very proud 
of us and our season. We had 
a lot of ups and downs, but 
we got through them.”

Keira Feehan / Yearbook Staff

Senior setter Kamryn Chohon serves the volleyball 
during the Shamrocks’ final game against Lakeview. 
The Shamrocks lost in a close battle that lasted four 
sets.

Softball girls end the season with a swing
By Vijay Wemhoff

Staff Reporter

Keira Feehan / Yearbook Staff

Senior Camille Pelan looks to catch a pop fly in a game against Lincoln South-
east at Gerrard Park. The Discoverers played a double header and lost both 
games with scores of 5-15 and 2-17.

The softball girls season 
had many difficulties this 
year. From being healthy to 
having to quarantine for two 

weeks. 
Senior Camille Pelan has 

been on the softball team for 
two years. She was a captain 
both years, and she plays left 
field.

“We overcame a lot 
of adversity this season, 
including injuries and having 

two weeks off because of 
COVID-19,” Pelan said.

 Junior Halle Langan 
has been on the softball team 
for two years now. She plays 
second base and is a pitcher. 

“The most memorable 
game was Lincoln North 
East. While I was pitching 

that game, one of the girls 
batting hit a foul ball. The 
end of her bat broke off and 
almost hit me,” Langan said.

The team won six games 
this season. They had even 
more games they felt they 
played great and worked hard 
in.

“The most memorable 
game was when we beat 
North Platte in one of the 
Lincoln tournaments. We beat 
North Platte in extra innings. 
We played our hearts out, 
and it was our best game of 
the year. North Platte ended 
up placing second at state, 
and we beat them. That just 
shows how good we were 
when we played our best,” 
Pelan said. 

Junior Callie Backman 
is in her first year of softball. 
She plays first base. Even 
though it is the end of the 
season, the juniors still have 
another year to keep improv-
ing.

“The season didn’t go 
the way we wanted it to. We 
have diverse struggles to fix 
before next year, but I feel it 
was not a bad season. We just 

need to find gaps in the fields 
with our hits,” Backman said.

The team was quaran-
tined at the beginning of 
September and had to cancel 
three games. After being 
quarantined, the team had to 
get back on track, but there 
were struggles that came with 
it.

 “Our biggest struggle 
was consistency. We would 
have a few good innings in a 
row, and then we would have 
one rough inning that would 
cost us the rest of the game. 
Our record does not define 
who we are as a team. It is 
always tough playing Class A 
teams because most girls are 
one-sport athletes who only 
focus on softball,” Pelan said. 

The girls improved a lot 
this year from last year. Be-
fore having three games get 
canceled, they had won four 
games in a row. One of the 
games that was canceled was 
Lincoln Northeast, and they 
ended up beating them later 
in the season. 

“One of the biggest 
improvements this year was 
definitely our trust in each 

other,” Backman said.
The team was constantly 

looking for things to improve 
and work on throughout the 
season. 

“The team improved 
most on our wins from last 
year. We won two games last 
year, and this year we won 
six, which is a vast improve-
ment. Also, we did not get 
run ruled as much as we 
did last year, and we could 
compete with Class A teams,” 
Langan said.

The softball girls worked 
hard this season and made 
many improvements from 
last year. They ended their 
season on a good note. 

“I am proud of how hard 
we worked as a team this 
season. Even though we did 
not get as many wins as we 
would have liked to, we were 
constantly fighting to prove 
who we were and never gave 
up. We competed with some 
top teams. We even beat the 
Class A state runner-up. I 
would not have wanted to 
take on this season with any-
one else,” Pelan said.

More photos from fall sports

Junior Garrett Oakley carries the ball down Memorial Field in the Boone Central 
game on October 16th. Oakley had two interceptions during the game.

Gavin Brabec / Rock Bottom Staff

Juniors Grace Mustard and Berlin Kluever and senior Tanley Miller celebrate 
winning a point against Lakeview. The Shamrock volleyball team ended the sea-
son with a 12-13 record.

Katelyn Bayer / Yearbook Staff

Junior Halle Langan pitches the ball to her opponent in a game against Lincoln 
High. The Discoverers played a double header and won both games 16-5 and 
10-0.

Keira Feehan / Yearbook Staff

Scotus runners Michael Gasper, Nicolas Schultz, Ben Juarez Mendez, Caleb 
Schumacher, Ross Thorson, and Jude Maguire prepare to start the Kearney 
course at state. The boys’ top runner was Gasper, placing 19th.

Ava Kuhl / Rock Bottom Staff
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Harvest season hits home

By Grace Mustard
Staff Reporter

By Kate Maguire
Staff Reporter

By Janae Rusher
Staff Reporter

Photo Courtesy Julie Kreikemeier

Freshman Eli Kreikemeier poses with his family in their combine. The Kreike-
meiers farm land south of Columbus.

Whether you value the 
beauty, or wonder when there 
will be anything to look at 
other than green crop, driving 
outside of any Nebraska town 
you will find endless fields, 
so it is no surprise harvest 
season is such an important 
time. 

Many Shamrock stu-
dents and their families are 
involved in and even depend 
on this time of year. Harvest 
season can vary beginning in 
September and usually end-
ing in late October or early 
November. This year it ended 
in October for most families. 

Depending on how 
involved an individual or 
their family is, the time spent 
in the field varies. As Scotus 
students, many help in the 
field after school or on the 
weekends. All this work can 
take a toll on family time. 
Senior Kade Wiese and his 
family farm land five miles 
north of Clarkson, Nebraska.

“When I go out there, I 
usually spend about fifteen 

hours out on the field. My 
dad is harvesting about 
seventeen hours a day, six 
days of the week. Then on the 
seventh day (usually Sun-
day), he maybe works about 
six hours,” Wiese said.

All this time working 
has many effects on family 
life. Many students do not 
see family members because 
of the long hours in the field. 
Eighth grader Callen Jedlic-
ka and his family farm land 
north of town near Leigh, 
Nebraska. 

“The best part about har-
vest is when I am out there, 
I get to stay late and hangout 
with my cousin,” Jedlicka 
said. “The worst part about 
harvest is my dad is not home 
till very late every night.”

Despite the hours in 
the field, not all effects are 
negative. Some families gain 
more time together working. 
Junior Jacob Melliger grows 
corn and soybeans, raises 
cattle, and more on their land 
southeast of town. 

“Harvest makes me 
spend more time with my dad 
and grandpa, and the little 

kids come to ride with me,” 
Melliger said. 

In the farming communi-
ty, there are common themes 
and a certain “buzz” about 
the progress each year.

“It was a very dry year 
this year. We had an amazing 
planting season, but the har-
vest season came early and 
was not what we hoped for,” 
Wiese added.

The lack of moisture in 
the land had major impact 
in this year’s harvest. Other 
news has been how good the 
yield was if the land was kept 
watered.

Although it happens ev-
ery year and can be time-con-
suming for many, it is usually 
exciting for those involved. 
Senior Ben Kamrath has 
farmland twelve miles south-
west of town where they 
grow corn, soybeans, and 
raise livestock.

“I am always excit-
ed about harvest. There is 
nothing better than sitting in 
a tractor all day and running 
the grain cart,” Kamrath 
remarked.

Harvest is a family 

event, and some families 
even have traditions along 
with it. Some involve food 
or an annual task they carry 
out. Freshman Eli Kreikemei-
er and his family farm land 
south of town.

“My grandma makes 
homemade meals every day 

and brings them out to us,” 
Kreikemeier said.

Scotus guidance counsel-
or Jill Brichacek grew up on 
a farm north of Schuyler. She 
makes a trip home almost ev-
ery weekend during harvest 
season to help out. 

“Harvest is kind of 

just like the closing chapter 
of a very long season of 
working hard and preparing 
everything. You get that 
end result, and whether it’s 
what you wanted or not, you 
learn something from it,” 
Brichacek concluded. 

Screeners tackle COVID-19
“This whole pandemic is 

a scam and a joke.”
Senior Kade Wiese was 

told this while screening 
people for COVID-19 at the 
YMCA. Apparently, it’s not 
an uncommon phrase that is 

heard while screening.
“People are either par-

anoid of the virus or think it 
doesn’t exist,” Wiese said.

Wiese is one of a few 
Scotus students who screen 
around town on the weekends 
through the hospital. He has 
been a screener for roughly 
four months dating back to 
July. Some locations screen-

ers are positioned at are the 
YMCA, hospital, doctor’s 
office, courthouse, and BD 
construction. 

Wiese screens at the 
YMCA on Saturday and 
the hospital on Sunday. 
Screening is a new job that 
was instituted because of 
COVID-19. 

People who work any-

where or have gone to the 
doctor recently have probably 
experienced being screened. 
Senior Janae Rusher has been 
a screener at the YMCA since 
August. She explained what 
screening consists of.

“We ask three to four-
questions regarding exposure 
to COVID-19 and symptoms 
people might have, then we 
take their temperatures,” 
Rusher said.

Screeners have all 
experienced screening a high 
temperature or someone 
answering “yes” to one of the 
questions. When this hap-
pens, they are trained on how 
to handle the situation.

“If someone answers 
yes to a question, we have 
a follow up question. Every 
question has a follow up 
question such as the question, 
‘Have you taken any fever 
reducing medication in the 
last 12 hours?’ If they answer 
yes, we ask them if it is for 
chronic pain or something 
unrelated to a fever. Hope-
fully, they say it is normal, 
and then they are free to go,” 
Rusher said.

Screening is not a job 
people can just walk into. 
Screeners need to be calm 
in a situation when someone 
answers “yes” to a question 

or be prepared for people to 
react to them. Senior Olivia 
Klug has been screening at 
the YMCA and hospital ER 
entrance since July.

“One time a person 
yelled at me and then started 
crying,” Klug said.

Senior Maddie Blaser 
has been a screener since July 
and screens at the YMCA on 
Saturdays and at the employ-
ee entrance at the hospital. 
She shared a similar experi-
ence where someone yelled at 
her while she was on the job.

“I have had someone yell 
at me about how COVID-19 
is all a joke and how the 
government is training us to 
be used to getting scanned 
all the time. He also said we 
were ruining the development 
of our children by forcing 
them to wear a mask because 
they can’t see facial expres-
sions. He called face masks 
muzzles,” Blaser said.

People aren’t constant-
ly coming in and out of the 
buildings so this allows for 
the screeners to have some 
down time. 

“My coworkers and I 
have a competition where 
we see how hot we can get 
our hands. I hold the record 
with a temperature of 106.4 
degrees Fahrenheit!” Wiese 

said.
Even though screeners 

may enjoy playing games and 
having down time when they 
are not busy, they understand 
the importance of their job.

Brennan Frewing was a 
screener from April to Au-
gust. He, along with fellow 
senior Josh Faust, were part 
of the first set of screeners. 
Frewing explained that being 
a screener has made him 
more aware that the job helps 
maintain a healthy environ-
ment.

“It has definitely made 
me realize how important it is 
for these companies to keep 
their workers healthy. If one 
worker contracts COVID-19, 
then a whole shift might not 
be able to work for a while 
causing the business to lose a 
ton of money,” Frewing said.

The hospital is still 
advertising for screeners. 
The only requirement is 
the person must be at least 
seventeen. However, there 
is an intense physical and 
health test a person needs 
to go through to get the job. 
The test is done through the 
hospital, and a person must 
be in decent shape and health 
in order to be a screener.

Kade Wiese / Rock Bottom Staff

Senior Maddie Blaser screens a young basketball player on her way into the 
YMCA. Screening was a new job that was instituted because of COVID-19 to 
help maintain a healthy environment. 

Jobs bring escape for students

Janae  Rusher / Rock Bottom Staff

Senior Gillian Brandt fills out an online shopping order at Hy-Vee. Brandt is one 
of over twenty Scotus students who work at Hy-Vee. 

Students at Scotus are 
involved in many extracur-
ricular activities, but they are 
also involved in their own 
jobs. Students have jobs at 
Hy-Vee, daycares, the hos-
pital, restaurants, and many 
other places. 

In a survey, students 
gave their jobs approximately 
a 4-star rating out of five, 
and some would go as far 
to say they love their jobs. 
Senior Ava Kuhl works at the 
Columbus movie theater.

“I love my job!” Kuhl 
said, “I am fascinated with 
the movie industry and knew 
they had flexible hours. Plus, 
you get to go to movies for 
free; who would not love 
that!?”

Kuhl works at the movie 
theater with senior Katelyn 
Bayer and junior Audrey 

Sprunk. Scotus students work 
in many different environ-
ments. Senior Lizzie Parker 
works at Saint Isidore’s 
Daycare.

“I enjoy working with 
the kids at the daycare,” 
Parker said, “but I don’t love 
the hours. The daycare is only 
open until 5:30, so I typically 
only work an hour or an hour 
and a half each day.”

Finding good hours is 
hard when Scotus students 
are involved in so many 
extracurriculars as well as 
having homework. While 
senior Keira Feehan loves her 
job at Runza, she has seen the 
bad side of having a job in 
high school in her own life.

“Some of the cons are 
having to give up time and 
activities to work and having 
a flexible schedule for the 
company to work around,” 
Feehan said. “Depending on 
where you work, some of the 
shifts can get long as well, 
and being scheduled the night 

before a big test or when you 
have a lot of homework can 
be stressful.”

Many students have 
found having a job will help 
time management skills 
but can be overwhelming 
at times. Senior Michaela 
Kresha is a C.N.A. at Brook-
stone Acres and has been for 
a year.

“I like working during 
the school year because 
I have extra money to do 
things,” Kresha said, “but it 
can be stressful. If I pick up 
a shift on a weeknight, I will 
not get home till late to finish 
homework. Then it can be 
hard to balance my life, but 
overall, I like my job.”

School itself can be 
overwhelming at times, and it 
is nice to have an activity in 
your off season. Junior Alaina 
Dierman works at Scoot-
ers. 

“The main pro of having 
a job during school is it gives 
me something to do other 

than school,” Dierman said. 
“I love being able to work be-
fore school too because I get 
to start my day doing some-
thing I love! The only con I 
would say is the aftereffects 
of being tired, but, honestly, I 

would be tired anyway!”
While jobs are tiring, 

they can be helpful for stu-
dents’ futures, can be a way 
to do something they enjoy, 
and can be a way to make 
new friends. Senior Nick 

Schultz works at Evan Troff-
holz Turf Management.

“I love my job,” Schultz 
said, “I am able to enjoy the 
outdoors, and I like what I am 
doing.”
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Shamrocks serve the community
By Ava Kuhl
Staff Reporter

Angie Rusher / Journalism Advisor

Junior Kate Maguire shares a donut with seventh graders Kate Hendricks, Syd-
ney Stuart, and Josie Rother. The Shepherd’s Program put together a breakfast 
for the seventh graders to talk to the upperclassmen on October 2nd.

Service is an important 
concept most people are 
taught from an early age. 
When we are little, we are 
taught to help those in need 
and give back to the commu-
nity. 

At Scotus, it is required 
for students to collect a 
particular amount of service 
hours before they gradu-
ate.  

Many seniors this year 
have contributed by doing 
some sort of service project 
for the community, anything 
from a blood drive with the 
American Red Cross to paint-
ing the walls of Scotus. 

The American Red Cross 
has helped students obtain 
their service hours at Scotus. 
Senior Ben Kamarath, and 
many other seniors, have 
helped coordinate blood 
drives. Volunteering for blood 
drives has taught students the 
ins and outs of how a blood 
drive works. 

“I hosted a blood drive 
with Kade Wiese and Ben 

Juarez. It was fun, and we 
had a very productive blood 
drive,” Kamarath said.  
“We had to call lots of people 
and coordinate with the 
American Red Cross. I would 
recommend doing it [as a 
service project] for under-
classmen.”

Some juniors this year 
have already started their ser-
vice projects. Junior Emilia-
no Rodriguez is one of the 
students helping Mrs. Cox for 
his service project.

“This year I am working 
on a service project for band. 
I cut out pep band music 
for next year’s freshmen,” 
Rodriguez said. “I did the 
band service project because, 
one day in class, Mrs. Cox 
said she needed help with pep 
band music, and my friends 
and I decided to help with the 
project.”

Some service projects 
are used to prepare students 
for what their futures may 
look like. Senior Kaden 
Young helped athletic trainer 
Andrew this fall as an athletic 
trainer assistant. 

“For my service proj-
ect, I became Andrew’s aide 

for football games and for 
some winter sport activi-
ties,” Young explained. “I 
went to the football games I 
could and helped along the 
sidelines wherever help was 
needed. Whenever there was 
an injury, I would run onto 
the field with Andrew to learn 
how to deal with the specific 
injury that had taken place.” 

A few students go be-
yond the call of service and 
do many service projects. 
Senior Clarissa Kosch has 
done three in total throughout 
her years at Scotus. One of 
her service projects is helping 
and being the co-president of 
the Shepherd’s Program. 

“For my service project, 
I am a co-president of the 
Shepherd’s Program along 
with Shelby Bridger,” Kosch 
said. “We meet with Mrs. 
Ohnoutka several times 
[throughout the year] along 
with staying in communi-
cation with Mrs. Ritzdorf 
in order to organize some 
events we want to do [for the 
seventh graders].” 

Students try to incorpo-
rate their talents into their 
service projects. Senior Keira 

Feehan is doing a mural 
on the third floor for the 
STEAM lab.

“There is a lot of 
planning that goes into art 
projects, and working with 
others can be challenging and 
rewarding,” Feehan said. “I 
also like that I am creating a 

large piece of art and leaving 
my mark on Scotus.”

As students look for 
ways to complete their ser-
vice projects, they also give 
back to the community from 
which most were raised.  

“Service projects are 
great! I have been a part of 

three, and each has been 
rewarding in a different way,” 
Kosch stated. “I encourage 
students to do at least one, 
and do a project you enjoy 
and are interested in. This 
way the project doesn’t even 
feel like work.”

Angie Rusher / Journalism Advisor

Seventh grader Brisa Juarez Mendez gets her schedule sorted with the help of 
her brother, senior Benjamin Juarez Mendez. Scotus students, organized by the 
Shepherd’s Program, helped show incoming seventh graders around school on 
August 5th.

Ava Kuhl / Rock Bottom Staff

Senior Keira Feehan displays a picture of the mural she created on her iPad. 
Feehan is painting a mural on the third floor for the STEAM lab for her service 
project.



10November 2020Entertainment
C e l e b r i t y  l e g a c i e s  l i v e  o n

Nebraska needs Husker football

The Haunting of Bly Manor brings new life to the horror genre

By Camille Pelan
Staff Reporter

By Gavin Brabec
Staff Reporter

https://sports.yahoo.com, https://collider.com, https://www.smithsonianmag.com

Celebrities Kobe Bryant, Chadwick Boseman, and Eddie Van Halen all passed 
away in 2020. Fans mourn their loss during this tragic year and carry on their 
legacies.

From wildfires in Austra-
lia, murder hornets in Amer-
ica, and a global pandemic, 
2020 has brought many un-
fortunate events to our lives. 
Along with those tragedies, 
the untimely passing of icon-
ic and influential celebrities 
profoundly impacted many 
lives.

We were ushered into 
the new year with the sudden 
death of basketball legend 
Kobe Bryant. Black Panther 
fans were shocked with the 
news of the passing of the 
lead Chadwick Boseman. 
Musician Eddie Van Halen 
was the most recent of the 
three, succumbing to cancer 
in early October.

Celebrities leave a 
profound impact on many 
peoples’ lives throughout the 
world. The influence they 
have is present while they are 
alive, and their legacies live 
on after their passing.

During the span of his 
20-year basketball career, 
Kobe Bryant left a great 

impact on the game of 
basketball and influenced 
many lives around the world. 
On January 26th, Kobe, his 
daughter Gianna, and eight 
others were killed in a heli-
copter accident in California. 
In his outstanding basketball 
career, he received many 
awards including four NBA 
most valuable player awards 
and two Olympic gold med-
als. Off the court his presence 
in the community was prom-
inent. He spoke to young 
children at events across the 
country, spreading positive 
messages and words of en-
couragement. We remember 
Kobe Bryant as a Laker giant. 
He should also be remem-
bered for his charitable acts 
and speaking to youth. Kobe 
Bryant told them they can do 
anything they set their minds 
to and defy any odds.

Black Panther was a 
block-buster movie at the 
time of its release, making 
over a billion dollars at the 
box office and creating a 
movement for black actors 
and directors in Hollywood. 
The lead of the film, Chad-
wick Boseman, played the 

role of the Black Panther. 
He inspired many children 
around the world as a su-
perhero. Unfortunately, and 
unbeknownst to the general 
public, he had cancer and 
succumbed to it on August 
28th of this year. Boseman’s 
death was yet another tragedy 
to mark 2020. However, his 
legacy lives on in his work. 
By being a person of color 
and playing a superhero in 
a black-dominated Marvel 
movie, he influenced many 
children by teaching them 
anything can be done despite 
the color of your skin.

Eddie Van Halen led 
a life of rock and roll as a 
world-famous guitarist and 
band member of Van Halen. 
He is most known for his gui-
tar solo in Michael Jackson’s 
single “Beat It” and his hit 
song “Jump.” His pioneering 
spirit invented a new guitar 
technique called tapping. 
In 2007, Van Halen was 
inducted into the Rock and 
Roll Hall of Fame. It is easy 
to dismiss Van Halen as any 
old punk, rock and roll artist, 
but by doing that, we would 
disregard the legacy and rep-

utation of one of the greatest 
guitarists in rock and roll. His 
legacy lives on through his 
music as it has inspired and 
continues to inspire many 
guitarists to this day.

Along with any person, 
celebrities make mistakes 

they are not proud of. How-
ever, they grew as people and 
found themselves in the kind 
works they performed. We 
should remember them for 
the positive roles they played 
in our society.

Deaths of celebrities 

greatly impact any group 
of people that were fond 
of them. Kobe’s basketball 
fans, Chadwick’s young 
movie-watchers, and Eddie’s 
future guitarists all have one 
thing in common. They carry 
on their positive legacies.

https://images.rivals.com/image/upload/f_auto,q_auto,t_large/n4gqlmwfhbdittz85qut

Head Coach Scott Frost leads the Nebraska football team out of the tunnel 
walk before a game last season. Frost was born and raised in Nebraska, and he 
played football for the Huskers in 1995.

“Goooo! Biiiig! Reeeed! 
Go Big Red!” “There is no 
place like Nebraska, Dear old 
Nebraska U!” 

These are the types of 
chants ringing not just inside 
of Memorial Stadium on Sat-
urdays in Lincoln, Nebraska 
during the fall, but ringing 
throughout the whole state of 
Nebraska.

This year, it did not 

look like these cheers would 
be sung or heard due to the 
spread of an unfortunate virus 
known as COVID-19.

On August 11th, Nebras-
ka football fans heard the 
worst news their ears could 
possibly endure: no Nebraska 

football this fall.
At first, this news was 

meaningless to me. I am a 
17-year-old senior girl. Why 
should I care about Husker 
football?

There were many people 
I knew, specifically men, who 
were not happy with this de-
cision, and my little brothers 
were devastated. I did not 
understand why it was such 
a big deal. It is just football, 
right? Shouldn’t the players 
and coaches at Nebraska be 
the only ones upset with this 
decision? Plus, Nebraska 
football has not had much 
success in the past few years, 
so I did not realize why so 
many people were upset.

Then it hit me. One 
September Saturday evening, 
I began to realize what I was 
missing. 

I was sitting on my 
couch with nothing to do and 
nothing to watch on TV. Then 
and there, I realized that, 
whether I wanted to admit 
it or not, I missed Husker 
football.

Husker football is the 
one activity that brings the 
state of Nebraska together, 
whether it involves having 
Husker football parties with 

friends or simply watching 
Husker games in the living 
room with family.

Husker football in the 
fall is also a big part of 
Nebraska students’ college 
experience. On Husker foot-
ball gamedays, the streets and 
parking lots near Memorial 
Stadium are lined with col-
lege students and Husker fans 
tailgating. Without Husker 
football in the fall, Nebraska 
students are left with nothing 
to entertain them on Satur-
days.

Along with Nebraska 
college students, the whole 
state of Nebraska is also left 
with nothing to anticipate on 
Saturdays. It is not just about 
the football game itself, but 
it is about the excitement 
Nebraska football creates 
throughout the state.

Nothing beats Nebraska 
football parties. The endless 
amount of food, the sea of 
red, and the constant scream-
ing cannot be beat. There is 
nothing better than hearing a 
group of old men shouting at 
the refs on the TV acting as 
if the refs can actually hear 
them.

After realizing how 
much the state of Nebraska 

would be affected without 
having Husker football, it 
made me realize why so 
many Nebraskans were upset 
with the decision of cancel-
ling fall Husker football.

Fortunately for all 
Nebraskans, though, this all 
changed about a month later.

On September 16th, the 
Big Ten reversed its decision 
and decided to move forward 
with a nine-week, nine-game 
fall season.

This decision was 
monumental for the state of 
Nebraska. Husker football is 
back!

The Huskers played their 
first two away games against 
Ohio State and Northwest-
ern, and they play their first 
home game of the season this 
weekend against Penn State.

During the game this 
Saturday, take a moment to 
sit back and take in all the 
valuable moments Husker 
football is providing. May-
be, just maybe, if you are 
listening close enough, you 
may even be able to hear the 
chants and cheers ringing 
from Nebraska fans at Me-
morial Stadium celebrating 
the return of Husker football.

https://www.imdb.com/title/tt10970552/

In the poster for The Haunting of Bly Manor, the 
faceless poltergeist known as the Lady of the Lake 
hauntingly glances at the camera with Bly Manor 
in the background. The backstory behind the main 
ghost of Bly is not revealed until the penultimate 
episode of the season.

Every year, spooky sea-
son introduces a new slew of 
frightening television shows 
and movies. With so many 
clichés and redundancies, 
fans of the horror industry 
are constantly searching 
for fresh content that meets 
their expectations. I, for one, 
am a horror snob, and I am 
particularly selective about 
the terrors I choose to haunt 
my dreams. 

The Haunting of Bly 
Manor is the second install-
ment in Netflix’s The Haunt-
ing anthology series. Its 
predecessor, The Haunting of 
Hill House, instantly became 
a favorite among both audi-
ences and critics. Horror fans 
have waited with bated breath 
for the second installment in 
the series, and it was final-
ly released on October 9th. 
After a binge-watch session 
full of jump-scares, dread, 
and intense emotions, my 

frightened and moved heart 
can testify that The Haunting 
of Bly Manor has success-
fully continued the legacy 
of the series in taking the 
horror genre to a new level of 
creativity and depth. 

The main plot of The 
Haunting of Bly Manor is set 
in 1987 England. However, 
the show’s narrator (Carla 
Gugino) tells the story to a 
wedding party 20 years later 
in 2007. 

The narrator begins 
with the introduction of an 
au pair from America named 
Dani. Dani moves into Bly 
Manor in England hoping to 
make a difference in the lives 
of two orphans whom she 
was hired to care for. Dani 
quickly becomes acquainted 
with the residents and staff 
of Bly: housekeeper Hannah 
(T’Nia Miller), chef Owen 
(Rahul Kohli), gardener 
Jaime (Amelia Eve), 10-year-
old Miles (Benjamin Evan 
Ainsworth), and 8-year-old 
Flora (Amelie Bea Smith). 
It does not take long before 
Dani realizes that a malevo-

lent presence walks the halls 
of Bly Manor. The Lady of 
the Lake is the main polter-
geist who haunts Bly, and her 
mysterious nature is perhaps 
what makes her so unsettling. 
The ghost’s unnerving back-
story is not revealed until late 
in the season. 

Some of my favorite 
aspects of this series are the 
creative choices creator Mike 
Flanagan makes to give the 
ghosts more personality. In 
horror, poltergeists are often 
reduced to stereotypical 
demons or monsters. 

In contrast, Flanagan 
dedicates entire episodes to 
provide depth to his supernat-
ural characters. For example, 
in the penultimate episode 
of the season, audiences are 
subjected to the dark history 
of Bly Manor and its ghostly 
residents. Also, the ghosts of 
Bly do not always make their 
presence on screen obvious. 
Even in the most lighthearted 
scenes, hidden ghosts are 
sometimes positioned in the 
background. It takes a trained 
eye to notice such haunting 

details. 
There is something about 

this series that sets it apart 
from any horror creation I 
have ever watched. Beyond 
the horror, there are underly-
ing themes and dynamics that 
captivate audiences to feel 
something besides a startle 
after a jump-scare. In both 
seasons of the series, grief 
was a particularly strong top-
ic of importance. However, in 
The Haunting of Bly Manor, 
I noticed an overwhelming 
theme of love. After complet-
ing the season, I found that 
it was truly love that trapped 
so many souls to the confines 
of Bly Manor. When the 
narrator finishes telling the 
story to the wedding party, 
the bride corrects the story’s 
genre. She tells the narrator 
that it is not a ghost story, but 
a love story.

Whether searching for a 
fright, a romance, or a good 
cry, I strongly recommend 
audiences challenge their per-
ceptions of horror and watch 
The Haunting of Bly Manor 
on Netflix.

By Noah Korth
Staff Reporter
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