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Success has been a key word 
when referencing the Columbus 
Scotus 2021 speech season. The 
Rocks have placed as a team at 
every meet this year with the most 
notable being named the Centennial 
Conference Speech Meet champi-
ons.

The success of the team is not 
shocking, though. With the end of 
the speech season being stripped 
away in 2020 due to the COVID-19 
pandemic, the team knew they 
would have to step up this year.

“We are all putting a lot of 
energy and love into the things we 
are presenting and performing this 
year,” junior Zoe Euteneuer said.

Scotus traveled to Schuyler 
on February 6th to compete in the 
Schuyler Invitational. The Sham-
rocks placed third as a team with 
several tournament champions. 
Emily Ferguson placed first in In-
formative, Maddie Blaser and Luke 
Pyrzmus placed first in duet acting, 
Chris Adame placed first in Humor-
ous Prose, and Maddie Blaser, Noah 
Korth, Chris Adame, Zoe Euteneuer, 
and Luke Przymus placed first in 
their Oral Interpretation of Drama. 
Several other medalists contributed 
to the third place finish as a team.

“I think we’re all improving 
greatly in every event,” junior 
Roxanne Beshaler said. “With each 
speech meet, we all get better and 
better.”

The Rocks then had almost two 
whole weeks off before competing 
in back-to-back speech meets at 

Speech success paves way for state
By Camille Pelan

Staff Reporter

Lakeview and Aquinas. The Rocks 
placed second as a team in the 
Lakeview Viking Voyage Tourna-
ment on February 19th.

At Lakeview, several tourna-
ment champions contributed to the 
second place team finish. The varsi-
ty OID, Blaser and Przymus’ duet, 
and Ferguson’s Informative speech 
all placed first. Tournament run-
ner-ups included the OID performed 
by Beshaler, Josh Styskal, Nathaniel 
Eisenmenger, and Stephanie Hoenk, 
Korth in Serious Prose, and Styskal 
in Informative. 

“Most of us have been working 
on the fine details and cleaning up 
mistakes,” Korth said. “In speech, 

details can be the difference be-
tween first and second place.”

The Rocks then turned around 
the next day and placed second in 
the Aquinas Invitational on Feb-
ruary 20th. The duet performed by 
Przymus and Blaser was the only 
entry to place first overall. The var-
sity OID and Korth’s Serious Prose 
performance both placed second. 
Once again, there were several 
other medalists who added points to 
the team’s total and helped Scotus 
receive second place.

“Every single member of the 
team is important,” Styskal said. 
“Having more events place allows 
us to earn team awards.”

The Rocks competed in the 
Centennial Conference meet held on 
February 27th at Scotus and won the 
meet for the first time in 18 years.  
Champions included the varsity 
OID, the Blaser and Przymus duet, 
and Emily Ferguson in Informative. 
Ten other events medaled.

As the season winds down 
with only districts and state left, the 
Shamrocks are excited for what is 
in store. 

“Our team has gained a lot of 
confidence, and our goal is to just 
finish the season doing the best we 
can,” Blaser said. “Our hope is to 
make it to, and possibly medal, at 
state.”

Keira Feehan / Yearbook Staff

Senior Noah Korth and juniors Zoe Euteneuer and Christopher Adame-Hernandez control junior 
Luke Przymus during their OID, Macbeth: A Tale of Darkness.  The group placed first at their 
home Centennial Conference Competition on Saturday, February 26th. 

Campus 
ministry 
provides 
Lenten 

guidance

As the school wraps up winter, 
campus ministry has special events 
and activities planned to help the 
school. As the school journeys 
through Lent, they find ways to 
spread God’s love and grow closer 
to him during this time. Senior Em-
ily Ferguson is part of the campus 
ministry spirituality team.

“The campus ministry team 
this year is raising money for the 
Bethlehem Pregnancy Center. We 
are encouraging students to do Eu-
charistic adoration during Lent and 
not to have snack break on Fridays. 
We are also offering a Lenten small 
group for anyone interested,” Fergu-
son said.

During Lent people think of 
ways to grow closer to God and 
help those around them, such as 
helping with a local fish fry, praying 
with or for someone, and even 
raising money for others. Freshman 
Mary Faltys is in her first year of 
campus ministry spirituality team.

“We can grow spiritually as a 
school when we do more activities 
together to strengthen our faith,” 
Faltys said.

Campus ministry had students 
go to Omaha on March 1st to pray 
outside Planned Parenthood. They 

toured the mobile pregnancy center. 
The pregnancy center has an ultra-
sound machine, and the students 
saw Mrs. Koranda’s baby on the 
machine. After, they went to the St. 
Cecilia Cathedral to attend daily 
Mass.

“Even though it was the right 
decision for our school, it was a 
great disappointment not being able 
to take a trip to Washington, D.C. 
for the March for Life this year. 
During that trip, many students 
would say the most impactful part 
was praying at the abortion clinic. 
This trip to Omaha lets our students 
still have that experience, but it 
also shows them that abortion is not 
something that just happens in far-
away places; it is close to home in 
Nebraska. I am pleased our students 
who are most passionate about this 
cause can still have the experience,” 
teens for life sponsor Angie Rusher 
said.

 There are many activities 
people enjoy doing such as stations 
of the cross, going to Confession, 

By Vijay Wemhoff
Staff Reporter

Shamrocks shape the way for saving lives

Over the past year, Scotus 
students have contributed toward 
potentially saving 738 lives. Since 
last March, six blood drives have 
been held within the Scotus commu-
nity. A total of 246 productive units 
of blood were collected, and each 
unit has the potential to help three 
people in need. Senior Madison 
Wittwer is one of the eleven stu-
dents who helped coordinate blood 
drives.

“I chose to help with a blood 
drive initially to save some lives 
among the many lives that have 
been lost due to COVID-19,” 
Wittwer said. “Coordinating blood 
drives is my way of giving back to 
the community as I know people in 
the community that would have died 
had they not received a couple units 

By Cassie Kouma
Editor

of blood.”
Many blood drives have been 

canceled this year, and it has been 
more difficult to get donations 
during the pandemic. Some tasks 
given to the student volunteers were 
screening donors as they walked 
in and sanitizing tables and chairs. 
Junior Alaina Dierman helped with 
drives in May and August.

“I checked people in and took 
temperatures,” Dierman said. “We 
went through all necessary proto-
cols to make sure everyone donating 
was safe.”

In addition to everything that 
needs to be done the day of, there is 
plenty of work in the weeks leading 
up to a blood drive. One important 
step is finding a location such as the 
St. Isidore and St. Bonaventure El-
ementary Schools to hold the drive. 
Other vital aspects of preparation 
are finding people to donate and 
sending out reminders. Senior Liz-

Kate Smith / Rock Bottom Staff ‘20
Junior Alaina Dierman donates blood at last year’s Scotus 
blood drive. Dierman has helped coordinate two blood drives 
this year, which collected a total of 56 units of blood.See Lent, Page 2 See Blood Drive, Page 2
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praying a rosary or divine mercy 
chaplet, and even just opening to 
others more during the season of 
Lent.

“My favorite Lenten tradition is 
fasting on Fridays when we all unite 
our sufferings together with Christ. 
It is a unique sight to see God so 
clearly working through everyone 
during Lent, especially on Fridays,” 
junior Camille Cox said.

People can struggle with giving 
up certain items for Lent, such as 

zie Parker helped recruit 40 donors.
“Recruiting donors is definite-

ly a challenge!” Parker said. “The 
number one reason people say they 
don’t donate is because they were 
never asked, so it was super import-
ant for us to reach out to as many 
people as we could in order to get 
donors!”

One important member of the 
Scotus community who contributes 
to the blood drives is chemistry 
teacher Jane Dusel. She is the spon-
sor of National Honors Society, the 
group that coordinates the annual 
Scotus blood drive. Dusel began 

Lent

Blood Drive

Taylor Dahl / Marketing Director

Father Jim Heithoff places ashes with a Q-tip on senior Este Lesiak’s forehead for Ash Wednes-
day. Ash Wednesday was the first time celebrating Mass as an entire school in the church this 
year.

her involvement in 2003, and NHS 
joined her two years later. 

“The only way to get blood to 
those people in need is for people to 
donate blood. Blood can’t be made 
in a lab,” Dusel said. “I believe it 
is important, for those who can, to 
donate blood.”

Dusel visits other classes to 
talk about the blood drive each year 
and encourages students to sign 
up to donate. She also helps NHS 
students connect with the Red Cross 
if they are interested in coordinating 
a drive.

“The Red Cross is such a 

fantastic organization that helps so 
many people. Getting students to 
be donors and/or drive coordinators 
gives them a way to give back to 
their community, to perform a ser-
vice, and help those who are ill or in 
accidents,” Dusel said.

The annual Scotus drive has 
become a tradition dating back to 
1974 when retired biology teacher 
Mr. Younger hosted it. This year, 
it is being held on March 3rd, and 
around 140 students, teachers, and 
members of the community are 
signed up to donate.

Netflix, social media, desserts, 
pop, candy, and many more. Lent 
is a time to grow more spiritually 
into faith. Scotus provides Penance 
services for students and faculty. 
They are also raising money for the 
Bethlehem House for anyone who 
needs it.

“Invite Jesus into your deci-
sions about what you are giving 
up. Reflect on how you can give 
the most glory to God. Show Him 
how you love Him more than what 

you gave up. Also remember God’s 
mercy if you fail, there are always 
new beginnings with Him,” Campus 
minister Dana Ritzdorf said.

Overall, the Lenten season 
gives the students and staff a chance 
to dig deeper into their faith and 
grow closer to God. 

“I think that everyone can 
really grow spiritually during Lent. 
People need to be open to their 
faith,” junior Eden Broberg said.
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“Even though it
often causes public 
dissaray and threat-
ens civil discourse, 
some people still 

believe that fake news 
is not an immediate 

danger.”

~Noah Korth
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F i n d i n g  j o y  i n  t h e  l i t t l e  t h i n g s

By Janae Rusher
Staff Reporter

At our house, we always 
say, “There are good days, 
and there are bad days.” The 
bad days can range from 
doing poorly on a govern-
ment test to playing terrible 
in the basketball game, but 
there are always good days 
too. The good days can be 
amazing, best day of your 
life days, but they can also be 
just okay days. Finding joy in 
everyday life is difficult, but 
when searching for joy in the 
little moments, little words, 
and little actions, it can make 
an okay day go from a four 
to a ten.

It is important to find 
joy in the little adventures 
throughout every season of 
life. This year, I started a 
new adventure of being a 
‘water girl’ for the football 
team. From road trips with 
the other girls to talking with 
the boys, I had more fun than 
I could have ever imagined. 

I had the opportunity to be a 
part of a team with a unique 
job that was new and excit-
ing. I was able to find joy in 
all the conversations, jokes, 
experiences, and relation-
ships I made throughout the 
season because of this little 
adventure.

There are also some not 
so fun adventures: the losses, 
the stupid fouls, and the 
bruises. It is more important 
to find the good in these mo-
ments than it is in the already 
happy ones. Find joy in these 
bad adventures by remem-
bering the locker room when 
getting ready before a game, 
the bus ride, and the word 
coach spelled wrong on the 
board. Find joy in the screen 
recording from Hudl on loop 
of you getting punched in the 
face. Find joy in the crazy 
thing some girl said during 
the game because she was a 
little psychotic. Find joy in 
all these little moments be-
cause they matter. The world 
is not going to end because 
you lost one basketball game 
or failed one Pre-Calc quiz. 
Life must go on. 

When you get to be a 
senior and still have not had 
a date to homecoming, ask 
some random boys from 
Mount Michael to come and 
be you and your besties’ 
dates. When you must figure 
out how to pay for college, 
find fun ways to get scholar-
ship money like being a part 
of the choir even though you 
are not going to be a music 

major. When you do not get 
the part you want, help the 
people around you to enjoy 
theirs. When you are having a 
bad game, pick up the person 
who is playing for you be-
cause they are getting the job 
done. Be excited. Be excited 
for every accomplishment 
even if it is as simple 
as doing your home-
work, or it is as big as 
deciding what college 
you want to go to.

When one bad 
thing happens, it is 
easy to dwell on it 
for days, weeks, and 
months. Shaking off 
the bad or making the 
situation less negative 
is easy when you look 
at the good that came 
from it. COVID-19 
qualifies as a bad day, 
week, month, or year, 
but lots of good also 
came from lockdown. 
If I look at my time 
at home, I can think 
of numerous occa-
sions that COVID-19 
was better than it 
seemed. I found joy 
in the many family 
nights and the puppy 
snuggles, as well as 
finishing the reno-
vation on our house 
that would have never 
gotten done without 
lockdown. The joy 
that came from the 
smallest parts of 
COVID-19 goes un-
noticed too often.

Find joy in the activities 
you get to participate in this 
year that many students still 
do not get to be a part of. 
Build relationships with the 
underclassmen at practice 
when you are just chilling 
together. Laugh about the 
plays that somehow worked 

in the game. Giggle about the 
plastic silverware you get at 
lunch that is almost impos-
sible to eat with because the 
fork prongs are bent in such 
weird directions. Lastly, find 
joy in God and joy in the 
world he created for us. This 
world is beautiful even on the 

Informed citizens refute fake news

In government class, Mr. 
Brockhaus frequently stresses 
the importance of being an 
informed citizen. However, 
in modern society, finding 
fair and accurate news is far 
easier said than done. 

According to a survey 
conducted by Statista, 49 
percent of Americans have 

unknowingly spread fake 
news online. Even worse, ten 
percent admitted to intention-
ally spreading disinformation 
online. Like it or not, fake 
news is everywhere, and the 
spreading of false informa-
tion has dire consequences.

One such effect of 
fake news is an increase in 
public hysteria. This has been 
especially prevalent during 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 
The entire world searches for 
pandemic news daily, and it’s 
common to come across false 
claims about the virus. Ac-
cording to PwC, the spread of 
false information regarding 
COVID-19 has gotten so out 
of hand that the World Health 
Organization has dubbed it an 
“infodemic.” 

Because of rampant fake 
news regarding COVID-19, 
countless conspiracy theories 
have arisen. These theories 
question everything from the 

virus’s origin to the effective-
ness of face masks. Preven-
tative measures are often 
considered 
the best 
weapons 
to combat 
COVID-19, 
but they are 
useless if 
the public 
refuses to 
wear them 
because of 
a lack of 
confidence 
in their effi-
cacy. With 
lives on the 
line, fake 
news has become a danger 
to public health. People who 
knowingly spread pandem-
ic conspiracies should be 
ashamed for contributing 
to the deaths of millions of 
people.

Fake news also poses 

a threat to logical discus-
sion. Some people refuse to 
believe anything the media 

reports, which 
is a great 
disservice to 
themselves and 
society. There 
are critical 
issues in this 
world that 
must be talked 
about. How-
ever, opin-
ions become 
impossible 
when people 
cannot even 
agree on facts. 
For example, a 

discussion about solving cli-
mate change cannot happen if 
one party in the conversation 
refuses to believe climate 
change is a legitimate threat. 
Fake news distracts people 
from important subjects, al-
lowing them to live in a bliss-

ful illusion where the world 
is not fraught with issues. 

Even though it often 
causes public disarray and 
threatens civil discourse, 
some people still believe fake 
news is not an immediate 
danger. At surface level, fake 
news might seem harmless. 
However, one must consider 
the intentions that accompany 
these falsehoods. Beneath 
every fabricated story lies 
an agenda. The profession-
als creating fake news take 
advantage of their audience 
to manipulate the world. 

Rest assured, there are 
ways in which people can 
safeguard against this ex-
ploitation. First, consider the 
source of the information, the 
author’s possible intentions, 
and the publication date. 
Next, read past the headline 
and evaluate the information 
critically. Does the author 
provide evidence to support 

By Noah Korth
Staff Reporter

their claim? Did the author 
use reputable sources? After 
assessing the previous points, 
reflect on how the informa-
tion affects you. Does the 
material benefit your personal 
beliefs? If the news invokes 
an emotional response, 
consider that it was probably 
designed to do so. The final 
step is fact checking. Is the 
news being reported by other 
outlets? Do fact-check sites 
like Snopes and Politicheck 
confirm the information? 
Taking the initiative to 
investigate news sources may 
be a tedious process, but it is 
crucial to combat the spread 
of false information.

Any person with access 
to media is bound to encoun-
ter fake news. However, truly 
informed citizens are respon-
sible enough to not click the 
share button.

rainy days, and we can find 
the joy in everyday if we look 
for it. Bring joy into the spac-
es, activities, and moments 
that are not so joyful. Find 
joy in the good and bad days, 
and know there is always joy 
somewhere, especially in the 
little things.

Ava Kuhl/Rock Bottom Staff
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Name b rands  wor th  the  money

By Kate Maguire
Staff Reporter

If a person was given 
the choice of eating a name 
brand Oreo rather than the 
Super Saver version, they 
would most likely choose 
the quality and flavor of the 
name brand. If a person only 
saw the price of a package of 
Oreos but not if it was Oreo 
brand or Super Saver brand, 
they would go for the cheaper 
one.  

Name brand items are 
something most people 
would prefer to buy rather 
than an off-brand item that 
looks similar. Brand name 
products are often more pop-
ular because of the material 
they are made from, media 
advertising, and a high mar-
keting strategy. Name-brand 
products are the better way to 
go material wise for quality, 
but buying off-brand products 
can help save money. There 
are a few recognizable name 
brand products people are 

willing to spend the money 
on rather than an off-brand 
version of it.

Lululemon leggings are 
the most popular yet one of 
the more expensive legging 
brands a person can find. The 
average price of a pair of 
these leggings is around $100 
with the align pant being 
Lululemon’s most popular 
pair at around $98. They 
are described as weightless, 
breathable, buttery soft, and 
are mostly made with Nylon. 
Lululemon dupes on Amazon 
are described the same way 
and are only $20 but are not 
as good of quality.

Hey Dude shoes are a 
popular shoe brand this year. 
The average cost of a pair 
is around $45-55 depend-
ing on the style. They are 
made to slip on quickly and 
make walking comfortable. 
People could get similar 
looking shoes at Walmart 
or off Amazon, but with the 
trend and look of having the 
‘Hey Dude’ logo on the flap 
of the shoe, people will pay 

the extra money to get the 
name brand pair of shoes. 
The name brand shoes may 
last longer than the off brand 
as they are probably made of 
better quality.

When Apple AirPods 
were released in December 
of 2016, they were instantly 
a huge hit. People went crazy 
over them as they were one 
of the first popular wireless 
ear buds. The quality of 
sound amazed people. They 
also stay in people’s ears bet-
ter during physical activity. It 
appeared the only downside 
of these wireless earbuds 
was the price. Apple Air-
Pods, when they first came 
out, averaged around $150. 
The quality of the earbuds 
was too good, however, and 
people chose to spend the 
extra money to get AirPods 
rather than a cheaper wireless 
earbud someone could find in 
Walmart.

Hydro Flask water 
bottles were the only water 
bottle anyone wanted when 
they were introduced to the 

world. There are many dif-
ferent colors to choose from, 
nozzles to drink from, and the 
stainless-steel interior keeps 
the water cold for hours. 
Hydro Flask’s great quality 

makes them expensive to buy 
with the average price of one 
being around $50. A water 
bottle with a stainless-steel 
interior is something a person 
can find almost anywhere, but 

because of the hype of having 
a Hydro Flask, people would 
prefer to spend the extra cash 
to get one.

Global pandemic triggers cybershopping
By Emily Ferguson

Staff Reporter

One year ago, our world 
was flipped upside down with 
the beginning of a global 
pandemic. We were all forced 
to stay home, and masks 
slowly became a normal part 
of life. With the stay-at-home 
mandate and the high risk of 
exposure when going out, 
people turned to online shop-
ping to get their necessities. 

Online shopping pro-
vides a fast and easy way 

to find and buy a variety of 
products, from food to cloth-
ing, all at your fingertips. On-
line shopping has continued 
to grow and has become quite 
popular since it began in the 
1990s. In fact, many people 
are slowly preferring to shop 
online instead of in stores, 
including eighth-grader Caleb 
Styskal. 

“I prefer shopping online 
because I can see everything 
at a click of a mouse rather 
than going all over Walmart 
to find out they do not even 
have the item I want,” Stys-

kal said. 
However, many people 

would disagree with Styskal 
that online shopping is better 
than shopping at the store, 
including sophomore Evan 
Ostdiek. 

“I like to shop at the 
store because I can pick out 
everything myself to be sure 
it is good,” Ostdiek stated. 

The global pandemic has 
triggered online shopping 
worldwide and has begun to 
convince people of a more 
digital world. Plus, it created 
online shopping habits that 

may last forever. Many 
people who did not shop 
online before the pandemic 
have now become fond of 
online shopping, includ-
ing eighth-grader Rebecca 
Policky. 

“Before the pandemic I 
thought online shopping was 
one of the stupidest things 
ever, but when the pandemic 
hit, I found myself online 
shopping for almost every-
thing I got,” Policky said.

Online shopping is 
becoming part of our lives, 
and many Scotus students 
regularly use online shop-
ping to buy clothes and other 
knickknacks.

“Every month or two I 
buy something off the inter-
net. Maybe once or twice a 
year I will buy several items 
of clothing, but usually it is 
just something small,” fresh-
man Isabel Zaruba said. 

As online shopping is 
becoming a more convenient 
and preferred way to shop, 
stores are beginning to close 
all over the world and only 
offer online shopping. Scotus 
students are torn between 

whether or not this is posi-
tive. Senior Simon Pichler 
feels that stores closing could 
be beneficial. 

“I feel that stores closing 
and only offering online 
shopping would upset the 
few but be good for the long 
haul. The more we can con-
tain COVID-19, the better,” 
Pichler said.

However, many Scotus 
students feel that stores clos-
ing and only offering online 
shopping is a terrible idea. 
Several students realized, 
including seventh-grader 
Emilia Gassen, that if this 
happens, many people could 
be in trouble. 

“No, I do not think stores 
should close because some 
people might not have access 
to a device, and they might 
need to go to a store. Another 
thing is that a lot a people 
would lose their job,” Gassen 
stated. 

Even though online 
shopping is becoming pop-
ular, people still love going 
into stores to buy what they 
need. Scotus students enjoy 
shopping at several places in 

town; however, their favor-
ites are Walmart, Glicks, and 
Hobby Lobby. 

“My favorite place to 
shop in Columbus is Walmart 
because they have the ma-
jority of what you need for 
a good price. You do ‘save 
money, live better,’” sopho-
more Jasmine Jackson stated. 

Columbus, though it 
contains several stores, does 
not have everything that peo-
ple need. This causes people 
to shop out of town in larger 
cities that have malls and a 
wider selection of stores and 
items. Scotus students’ fa-
vorite places to shop outside 
of Columbus are the Gretna 
Mall, Scheels, and Target. 

“My favorite place to 
shop out of town is Target 
because they have so much 
to choose from, whether it 
is food, games, makeup, 
etcetera,” seventh-grader Eva 
Foreman said. 

The future for shop-
ping is hazy right now, but 
no matter what happens to 
shopping in the future, people 
will continue to shop for the 
necessities they need.  

Teenagers shock stock market
Does the stock market 

sound like some distant and 
abstract way some highly 
intelligent people make 
money? Well, that perception 
is changing rapidly in the 
opening years of the 2020s.

It used to be the case that 
the stock market was only an 
option for adults who already 
had a stable income and a 
career. In most cases, some-
one would invest so much of 
their money into the market 
and leave it for retirement 
decades down the road. This 
approach guarantees a return 
on investment. The stock 
market has always trended 
up over decades. However, 
this takes a lot of the risk and 
fun out of the stock market. 
Especially among young 
people who want to make a 
couple hundred dollars quick-
ly, this approach is not so 
interesting. Good thing many 
young people have turned 
to online investing brokers 
to make quick cash on the 
stock market. Robinhood is 
a new and engaging app that 

is making investing a reality 
for teenagers and young 
adults. Robinhood is an 
online investing app that has 
no trading fee. A trading fee 
forces investors to pay a fee 
for buying or selling stock 
on the investing application. 
Traditional brokerage apps 
like Ameritrade and E-trade 
used to have a trading fee. 
Since Robinhood has no trad-
ing fee, the app has become 
a front-runner among online 
brokerages. This has caused 
a huge shift in the popularity 
and availability of investing.

Robinhood seems to be 
changing the game of online 
investing forever. Young 
adults and teenagers are now 
able to become full-fledged 
day or night traders through 
Robinhood. Robinhood is 
a risky and intellectually 
engaging app for teenagers to 
make money. Senior investor 
Michael Gasper has already 
made a fair amount of cash 
through online investing and 
has some advice for those 
interested.

“I have made about 
$1,500 in the stocks so far. 
Investing as a teenager gets 
you involved in an otherwise 
“adult” thing. It helps you 

understand financials better. 
Learn a lot before you invest, 
though, so you do not make 
mistakes.”

Robinhood purposely 
targets younger and more 
amateur investors. On their 
app and website, they make 
it clear they understand many 
people who want to be able 
to invest have no real prior 
investing experience. They 
have an outline and a tutorial 
on the basics of the stock 
market. One can learn all the 
ins and outs of the stock mar-
ket. Not that one is going to 
become an expert. Being an 
expert is not necessarily real-
istic for most young inves-
tors. But through Robinhood, 
one can learn what an initial 
public offering is, how a 
diversified portfolio performs 
best, and the risky reality of 
the market in general. This 
makes Robinhood an ideal 
app for online trading. Senior 
investor Jake Heesacker gave 
his input on investing experi-
ence as a teenager.

“I have not made much, 
but starting as a young inves-
tor is more about a learning 
experience than making a lot 
of money. For me personally, 
I’ve made about $150. If you 

have extra money to gamble, 
investing might be the thing 
for you.”

I know of several senior 
boys who are set to make 
hundreds of dollars through 
online brokers like Robin-
hood if they choose to sell. 
Many of my classmates are 
very interested in investing, 
there is a certain allure and 
“fun” to all of it. To be hon-

est, there is a real risk to on-
line investing, a teen may end 
up losing hundreds of dollars. 
However, one can always 
wait a couple of months, and 
the stock will most likely 
return to buying price over 
time. Perhaps you want to 
buy some new clothes or a 
PlayStation 5; well, invest 
in some stocks, pray they go 
up, and sell for a couple of 

hundred dollars in a couple 
weeks. From a certain point 
of view, the PlayStation 5 or 
trip to the mall was free be-
cause you sold some arbitrary 
stock for a certain amount of 
money greater than what you 
bought. So, the choice is up 
to you. The only question is...
to invest or not to invest?

By Joel Schumacher
Staff Reporter

Angie Rusher / Journalism Advisor
Seniors Michael Gasper and Jake Heesacker pose with their Td Ameritrade trad-
ing accounts. They have overall made money on the stock market in the past 
year.
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How do Scotus 
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Favorite 3 Restaurants in Columbus 
*as voted by the students*

El Mezcal. I love Mexican food, and it is prepared 
very well and has a great atmosphere.

Maddie Blaser, 12

Because their fries are delicious.
Haden Brabec, 9

McDonalds because it is cheap, and it is fast.
Zach Schultz, 10
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Dallman finishes with last state appearance
By Kade Wiese
Staff Reporter

By Grace Mustard
Staff Reporter

By Emily Ferguson
Staff Reporter

Senior Kaira Dallman poses for a photo with her parents during her last home 
meet of the season. Dallman will travel to Lincoln to compete in her fourth state 
swim competition.

Emily Ferguson / Rock Bottom Staff

Keira Feehan / Yearbook Staff

Senior Kamryn Chohon attempts to block a 3-point shot against David City in 
the subdistrict final game. The Shamrocks beat David City 36-33.

Gir l s  t ake  a  cha rge  toward  s t a t e

The girls’ basketball 
team has been on a contin-
uous winning streak and is 
hoping to keep their mo-
mentum going as they strive 
towards state. 

On January 29th, the 
Shamrocks played Bishop 
Neumann in their second 
round of the conference 
tournament. The Shamrocks 
had already beaten Lincoln 
Lutheran the day before, 29- 
20. However, the Shamrocks 
were unable to secure the 
victory against Neumann and 
lost the game 48-42. 

“We were having a hard 
time playing consistently 
throughout the whole game,” 
junior Kate Maguire stated. 
“Toward the end, we had too 
many turnovers, which cost 
us the game.”  

The Shamrocks did not 
lose hope and won their last 
two regular-season games be-
fore districts. The Shamrocks 
first beat Aquinas 36-17 on 
February 4th. Then, the Sham-
rocks beat their hometown 

rivals, Lakeview 52-30. 
“My favorite game since 

conference was Lakeview. It 
is always fun to beat them, 
but we did not just beat them 
a little, we kind of crushed 
them, which makes the 
victory even sweeter,” senior 
Janae Rusher said. 

The girls’ next game was 
the beginning of sub-districts. 
The Shamrocks played their 
first game against Boone 
Central on February 17th and 
creamed the Cardinals 43-24. 

“It was a huge confi-
dence booster for our defense 
and offense beating Boone 
Central. We need to keep our 
turnovers low and have an 
efficient offense to win sub-
districts,” sophomore Hailey 
Steffensmeier stated.  

The girls played their 
sub-district games back-to-
back with their sub-district 
final game the next day on 
February 18th. The Sham-
rocks played a never-be-
fore-seen opponent, David 
City, and after a hard-fought 
game, were able to clinch the 
victory 36-33. 

“I think we were able to 
beat David City because we 
were able to use and fall back 

on our training. Our defense 
was on point, and we were 
able to compose ourselves 
and persevered when we 
needed to the most. It felt in-
credibly rewarding to get the 
win,” senior Clarissa Kosch 
stated. 

The Shamrocks are 
working hard and preparing 
for their district final game 
against Broken Bow on Feb-
ruary 26th. If the Shamrocks 
beat Broken Bow, they will 
advance to the state tourna-
ment, on March 3rd. Senior 
Ava Kuhl has high hopes 
for her team as they enter 
districts. 

“As a team, we need to 
keep our stride and be consis-
tent here these last few games 
to make state. If we can hit 
shots and play our game, we 
are going to go far,” Kuhl 
stated. 

Senior Camille Pelan 
agrees with Kuhl and knows 
that a state championship is 
not out of the question for her 
teammates.  

“As long as we continue 
to play solid defense and get 
our shots to fall, we can beat 
anyone,” Pelan said.

Rocks push through the season’s end

Kamryn Chohon / Yearbook Staff
Sophomore Trenton Cielocha looks to attack the hoop for a rebound after a free 
throw against David City Aquinas. The Rocks fell short this game with a 49-62 
loss.

After coming off a 
15-point game loss at the 
conference tournament 
against David City Aqui-
nas, the Scotus boys took 
it personally in their next 
conference game against 
Bishop Neumann with a 55-
40 home win. This game was 
memorable to sophomore 
Carter Filipi as it was his first 
varsity game as a starter.

“It was a huge confi-
dence boost for the team. 
Neumann is a big rival of 
ours, so it felt great our first 
home game win was against 
them,” Filipi said.

Only a week later, 
the Shamrocks took down 
Neumann yet again at home 
with a 63-44 win. Junior Seth 
VunCannon has had a varsity 
spot for two years.

“It felt amazing beating 
them twice. We finally beat 
‘the curse’ that kept us from 
winning a home game the 

With the regular swim 
season concluding, the Co-
lumbus swim team is ready 

to compete at state. The last 
two regular-season meets 
did not go their way, but the 
swim team was able to find 
something positive at the end 
of the season with improve-
ments and state appearances. 

On February 6th, the 
Columbus swim team lost to 
Grand Island High School by 
6 with a score of 82-88.

“The Grand Island team 
was good. They were great 
competition for us. Although 

I could not swim, I had a fun 
time cheering everyone on,” 
freshman Mary Faltys stated. 

For their last home dual, 
Columbus hosted Lincoln 
Pius X. Unfortunately, the 
swim team was not able to 
defeat the dominant Pius 
team. They lost 60-109.

A few days later, the 
team traveled to Hastings 
to compete in the Greater 
Nebraska Athletic Confer-
ence (GNAC) meet where 
they were able to place and 
qualify several swimmers 
to state competition. Senior 
Kaira Dallman was one of the 
few who qualified for state. 

“Getting 2nd at the 
GNAC meet was exciting 
but also frustrating because 
we only lost to the first-place 
team by a couple of points,” 
Dallman said.

Even though Faltys and 
sophomore Alex Settje did 
not qualify for state competi-
tion, they both saw improve-
ment throughout the season.

Faltys swam in the 
200-meter individual medley 
and the 100-meter fly. She 
also swam on the 400-meter 
freestyle relay for parts of 
her season. Faltys was able to 
drop time in multiple races, 

especially her 100-meter fly. 
She also learned new ways 
to make her turns and relay 
exchanges faster. 

“I liked Mary’s work 
ethic. She always showed 
up to practice ready to go,” 
Dallman said.

Settje swam in the 
100-meter breaststroke, 
100-meter freestyle, 400-me-
ter freestyle relay, 200-meter 
freestyle relay, and 200-meter 
medley relay. He dropped 
multiple seconds in his races 
and even won 1st place in 
breaststroke at the Beatrice 
meet.

“This year I dropped sev-
eral seconds in the 100-me-
ter freestyle and 100-meter 
breaststroke. I swam in the 
breaststroke lane, which 
greatly helped me improve 
my times,” Settje said. 

With Dallman being a 
senior this year, high expecta-
tions await her at state.

“I am hoping to make it 
to finals, but [I am] not sure 
how things will go because 
there are so many good teams 
there,” Dallman said.

In her past four years, 
Dallman has achieved many 
accomplishments. Individ-
ually, her fastest recorded 

50-meter freestyle was 27.01 
seconds, and her fastest 
recorded 100-meter freestyle 
was 1:00.38 minutes. With 
her relay teams, Dallman 
has been able to get down 
to state all four years of her 
swimming career. Her fastest 
200-meter freestyle relay 
team has swam at 1:47.67 
minutes. Her fastest 400-me-
ter freestyle relay team has 
swam at 4:01.36 minutes. 

“My favorite memory 
from swim in high school is 
going to state all four years. 
It was fun being with the 
team, and the people were 
amazing. I’ll never forget the 
excitement I got whenever I 
got the times I had to reach,” 
Dallman said.

Faltys looks up to Dall-
man and is hoping to achieve 
as much as her someday.

“I admire Kaira’s 
leadership. She was always 
there to help, especially when 
we were on the same relay 
team,” Faltys stated.

The Columbus swim 
team competed in the state 
meet on February 28th. 
Dallman raced in the 200-me-
ter freestyle relay and the 
400-meter freestyle relay. 

last three years,” VunCannon 
said.

The Rocks then went 
on to play Wahoo High at 
home which ended in a 56-73 
loss. This was junior Garrett 
Oakley’s first game back after 
going down with an ankle in-
jury four weeks prior against 
Norfolk Catholic. 

“It was hard for me to sit 
and watch my teammates on 
the court without me those 
four weeks. I was definitely 
rusty coming back, but I 
found my groove, and it’s 
good to be back,” Oakley 
said.

With the year winding 
down, the Shamrocks were 
ready to take on their biggest 
rival, Lakeview. Senior 
Kaden Young has battled in-
juries throughout this whole 
season.

“We knew going into the 
game that we were the better 
basketball team, so we were 
not surprised when we beat 
them by 25,” Young said.

After the big win against 
Lakeview, the Shamrocks 

came back with vengeance 
to play another tough match 
against Aquinas. It was a 
close game until David City 
pulled ahead ending with a 
49-62 loss for the Rocks. Se-
nior Josh Faust is the team’s 
leading scorer this season. 

“We struggled shooting 
the ball all night, and they 
had guys who made more 
plays than we did,” Faust 
commented. 

The team travelled to 
Albion to play in their first 
sub-district match against 
Lakeview Tuesday night. The 
Shamrocks had high hopes 
for this game.

“The thing about Lakev-
iew is that they will always 
play hard against us, but our 
first win over them earlier 
this season gave us the edge,” 
Junior Nolan Fleming said.

This was an exciting win 
with a final score of 48-40. 
The Rocks returned to Albion 
to play the district’s first seed, 
Boone Central. 

The boys kept it close 
through the first half then 

they lost some of their edge 
in the second half. After a 
hard-fought game, the Sham-

rocks left the court for the 
last time this season with a 
final score of 41-57.

The team ended their 
season with a record of 8-15. 
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C h e e r  c o m p e t e s  a t  s t a t e

By Gavin Brabec
Staff Reporter

Cheering on the sidelines 
of football and basketball 
games throughout the year 
has led the Shamrock cheer 
team to the long-awaited 
close of the season. 

The cheer team traveled 
to Grand Island on February 
20th to compete in the state 
cheer competition. They 
were pleased with how they 
performed, but they did not 
place at state.

Junior Makenna Svehla 
has been a cheerleader for 
three years and is one of the 
five juniors on the squad.

“Even though we didn’t 
do as well as we hoped, we 
performed our best, and 
we were all happy with it,” 
Svehla said.

The girls arrived at 
school at 9 a.m. and spent an 
hour and a half getting ready 
for state. Everyone helped 
each other with hair and 
makeup.

“I am very proud of how 

our team performed and how 
well we came together in the 
amount of preparation and 
constant tweaking we had. 
We may not have placed ex-
actly where we wanted to, but 
I am extremely proud either 
way,” senior Alli Demuth 
said.

The cheerleaders have 
prepared for the state compe-
tition for months with many 
practices.

Junior Ashley Stein-
er said, “We learned our 
routines over the course of a 
few very long practices. We 
then spent weeks cleaning 
and perfecting every part of 
them.”

Preparation for state 
usually begins around early 
December. This year practic-
es started in early January.

“We started teaching the 
routines later than we usually 
did in past years. We mainly 
practiced on Saturdays be-
cause that is when we could 
get the gyms,” senior Tanley 
Miller stated.

Five seniors will be leav-
ing the squad this year. 

“I am so proud of our 
performance, and I could not 
have asked for a better team. 
Unfortunately, we did not 
place as well as we would 
have hoped, but we did our 
absolute best,” senior Jaelyn 
Podolak stated.

Cheer competed in two 
events, non-tumbling and 
gameday. Non-tumbling is 
a cheer and dance routine. 
Gameday is multiple cheers 
to the fight song.

“Performing non-tum-
bling was the most fun 
because it was fast, and we 
put the most effort into it. I 
think we performed well as a 
team,” Svehla stated.

Looking onto next 
season, the younger cheer-
leaders are looking at ways to 
improve their routines.

Junior Eden Broberg 
said, “I would say bringing 
confidence up when perform-
ing in front of people will 
be a great way to improve 
the squad next year. It can 
be very nerve-wracking to 
go out and perform in front 
of people if not everyone is 

on the same level of confi-
dence.”

The dances themselves 
could also be a way to im-
prove their performances.

“I would say just staying 
focused and realizing that the 
little details in the routines 
are what matter,” Podolak 
said.

As this was the seniors’ 
last cheer activity, they reflect 
on their ambitions of joining 
cheer.

“I have always kind of 
wanted to be [a cheerlead-
er], but then I was scared to 
tryout freshman year, and I 
regretted it. So, sophomore 
year I made sure to tryout,” 
senior Kaira Dallman said.

Anyone wanting to be a 
cheerleader can try out any 
year of high school.

 “My mom and friends 
wanted me to try out, but I 
used to do gymnastics, so 
I thought the two would be 
similar. I’m so happy I did 
because I was able to make 
some amazing memories with 
amazing people,” Miller said.

The seniors also passed 

The cheer team performs a dance in Grand Island at 
the state cheer competition on February 20th. They 
did not place at state.

Photo Courtesy Kathy Steiner

Two wres t le rs  take  t icke t  to  s ta te

Senior Ben Kamrath and junior Riley Eickmeier are sent off to the state wres-
tling tournament on Thursday, February 18th. Both Kamrath and Eickmeier 
placed fourth at districts advancing them to the state tournament.

By Janae Rusher
Staff Reporter

Janae Rusher / Rock Bottom Staff

Extra  photos  f rom winter  act ivi t ies

Freshman Mary Faltys fights to win in her 100-meter fly race. Faltys has also 
competed in the 200-meter individual medley and the 400-meter freestyle relay 
throughout the season.

Junior Grace Mustard plays defense against David City in the subdistrict final 
game on February 18th. The Shamrocks advanced to substate and played Broken 
Bow on February 26th.

The cheer team poses in a routine at Grand Island on February 20th at the state 
cheer competition. They competed in two events, non-tumbling and gameday.

Freshman starter Jackson Heng plays defense in the boys’ basketball game 
against Bishop Neumann. The Shamrocks beat Neumann twice within one week.

Keira Feehan / Yearbook Staff Emily Ferguson / Rock Bottom Staff

Photo Courtesy Kathy Steiner Ava Kuhl / Rock Bottom Staff

The Scotus wrestlers 
plowed through the long 
winter season and ended with 

great successes. With three 
boys placing at sub-districts, 
they were able to wrestle for 
a chance to get to state.

Freshman Spencer 
Wittwer found himself in a 
very exciting position when 

he won the Class B195 1st 
place match at sub-districts 
on February 6th.

“When I won sub-dis-
tricts, it felt like I was on 
the next level. It was like I 
leveled up in a video game,” 

Wittwer said. “It gave me 
a feeling of satisfaction but 
not quite because I still had 
challenges ahead of me.”

Wittwer put up a fight 
at districts, but he lost in the 
consolation semifinal match 
that ended his season. 

“It was a tough journey, 
and, unfortunately, I didn’t 
make state,” Wittwer said. 
“But that’s the point to prac-
ticing hard every morning. As 
Coach Linder says, ‘Embrace 
the grind.’”

Wittwer was not the only 
wrestler who advanced to 
districts. Senior Ben Kamrath 
and junior Riley Eickmeier 
placed 3rd at sub-districts 
advancing them to districts 
on February 13th. Eickmeier 
won two matches at districts 
putting him in a position to 
get to the state tournament.

“Going into districts, I 
was also feeling pretty good 
until I got to my last match 
to go to state, and that’s 
when the nerves kicked in,” 
Eickmeier said. “It all sank 

in that if I lost that match, I 
was done for the year, and if 
I won, then I got to go to the 
big show, so I had a lot of 
pressure on my back.”

Eickmeier ended up 
placing 4th at districts. That 
was just enough to get him 
to the state tournament on 
February 17th where he would 
lose his first two matches. 
Eickmeier was accompanied 
by Kamrath to the state tour-
nament. Kamrath also placed 
4th at districts. 

“Going through the prac-
tices leading up to the state 
tournament, knowing that I 
qualified was fun,” Kamrath 
said. “The morning of state 
was very exciting. I enjoyed 
waking up just knowing that 
I was going to compete in 
Omaha.”

Kamrath lost his first 
round of the state tournament 
but was able to come back 
and get a win in his second 
match. 

“There are a lot more 
people at state, and you 

wrestle farther away from 
them,” Kamrath said. “It is an 
interesting place to wrestle, 
and it is unique to see all the 
different mats and how there 
are more than usual.”

Kamrath and Eickmei-
er’s seasons came to an end 
in Omaha on the 17th, but 
Eickmeier and Wittwer have 
another year to get there.

“Overall, I had a very 
fun wrestling season that 
ended much better than I ever 
would of thought,” Eickmei-
er said. “It was all possible 
because of our coaches who 
trained us the whole season.”

This year was Coach 
Tyler Linder’s first year as 
head coach of the wrestling 
team. Linder had been out of 
the program since 2013 and 
came back this year.

“I’m so glad to be back 
because of these young men,” 
Linder said. “They make me 
proud everyday with their 
work ethic and demeanor.  It 
was a very enjoyable transi-
tion back into wrestling.”

on advice for ways the team 
can improve for next year.

Demuth stated, “An 
improvement for next year 
could be more time. It 
was hard this year because 

of COVID-19 to get the 
necessary time for practice 
and repetition, but hopefully 
things will improve for the 
girls next year.”
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By Kate Maguire
Staff Reporter

By Ava Kuhl
Staff Reporter

By Noah Korth
Staff Reporter

On February 8th, the fifth 
grade through senior high 
band traded in their concert 
attire and band uniforms for 
‘super suits’ at the annual 
dinner concert. The theme for 
the concert was superheroes, 
which was voted on by the 
senior band members.

“I voted [for] the theme 
superheroes because it was 
pretty fitting due to the need 
of heroes throughout the 
healthcare field,” senior trom-
bone player Madison Wittwer 
said. 

When most people think 
of superheroes, they picture 
strong men and women 
sporting red, shiny capes 
and spandex suits. However, 
some band members took 
an alternative approach to 
their costume by honoring 
non-conventional heroes. 

“I dressed up as Mother 
Teresa because she is my 

Band flaunts ‘super’ costumes and talent
Confirmation Saint and a 
huge inspiration in my life,” 
senior clarinet and saxophone 
player Emily Ferguson said. 
“I always try to model the 
way she loved others and 
her love for Jesus in my own 
life.” 

Every hero deserves 
awesome background music, 
and production companies 
like Marvel Studios do a 
fantastic job of scoring 
their superhero movies with 
crowd-pleasing tracks. There-
fore, it was a no-brainer to in-
clude some of these songs in 
the concert. Junior trombone 
player Chris Adame wore a 
Batman shirt and cape to the 
concert, but he is a Marvel 
fan at heart.

“I loved [playing] 
‘Guardians of the Galaxy 
Medley,’” Adame said. 
“That movie has some of my 
favorite music that I listen to 
almost daily, so I enjoyed it 
very much.”

Senior trumpet player 
Josh Styskal plans on major-

ing in music education at the 
University of South Dakota 
next year. In addition to the 
trumpet, he also plays piano 
and violin.

“[My favorite song to 
play was] ‘Iron Man’ for jazz 
band,” Styskal said. “It was a 
difficult piece with high notes 
that were hard to play. I also 
had a solo during the song. It 
took some work but sound-
ed amazing when it came 
together.”

Like many other activ-
ities, band has faced some 
challenges this year due to 
the pandemic. Usually, the 
band raises money through 
the dinner concert by selling 
meal tickets to family, 
friends, and teachers. The 
‘dinner and a show’ aspect 
always attracts an eager 
crowd. However, because of 
COVID-19 restrictions, the 
band was unable to host a 
dinner for the audience. 

“We had to take the ‘din-
ner’ out of the dinner concert, 
which was disappointing 

Kate Maguire / Rock Bottom Staff

Senior clarinet players Emily Ferguson and Maddie Blaser play ‘super’ songs in 
their costumes at the dinner concert. Ferguson dressed up as Mother Theresa, 
her Confirmation Saint and a huge inspiration in her life. Blaser dressed up as 
Supergirl.

because it is so much fun to 
eat and socialize with band 
friends,” Ferguson said.

Despite the break 
from the dinner tradition, the 

concert was quite successful. 
About 500 people attended 
the concert.

“Overall, it went really 
well,” band director Kristen 

Cox said. “The students and 
the audience had a lot of 
fun with it, and that was our 
goal – to bring some joy to 
everybody through music.”

F l ags  f in i sh  on  a  h igh  k i ck
Last year, Scotus’s flag 

and dance team made their 
debut at state dance and 
placed sixth out of eight 

teams while performing in 
the Class C-1 Jazz Category. 

This year, with a squad 
of eleven girls, the team went 
to Grand Island on February 
17th to compete once again. 
Senior Anna Ehlers has been 
a part of the team since she 

was a freshman at Scotus.
“We went out there 

and gave it our all. We also 
danced in sync which took 
lots and lots of practice,” 
Ehlers explained. “Some of 
the challenges were getting 
use to other dance floors 

compared to where we prac-
ticed. It also sucked because 
we did not have a dressing 
room due to COVID-19, so 
we had to come prepared.”

The team has been pre-
paring for state dance since 
last year and has built up 
their experience after every 
performance. Junior Berlin 
Kluever has been dancing 
for a majority of her life at 
Lynette’s Dance Studio.

“For state dance we start 
our preparation by first learn-
ing the dance over the sum-
mer at our camp,” Kluever 
said. “In about September we 
all relearned it and starting 
cleaning it every so often. We 
would take turns practicing 
that dance and some of our 
flag routines.”

The Scotus flag and 
dance team competed in two 
categories this year. They 
competed in jazz as a whole 
team and in pom with only 
a small group. Freshman 
Nicole Peterson is one of the 
four girls who is a part of the 
pom group. 

“I think everyone was 
hoping for a higher score, but 
I also know we had a lot of 
hard competition,” Peterson 
said. “When we weren’t prac-

ticing for the jazz dance, the 
pom girls were hard at work. 
At first, we all struggled with 
the dance because it is fast 
and a challenge. The amount 
of progress we made from 
the beginning of the year is 
amazing!”

The team finished 5th out 
of 7 in jazz, and 9th out of 20 
for pom. Senior Keira Feehan 
was not able to dance most 
of the season due to being 
quarantined early in the year, 
but she did at state.

“I think our team did a 
great job at state. We weren’t 
sure how state was going to 
go since only three members 
of the team had performed at 
state before. Our dance had 
interesting choreography, 
and we weren’t sure how the 
judges would react to it, but 
we performed to our best 
ability,” Feehan said.  “The 
team danced the greatest we 
could have and left every-
thing on the floor.”

Laura Salyard, Scotus’s 
music director, coaches the 
flag and dance team. She has 
coached the team for three 
years now. Senior Madison 
Wittwer has been coached by 
Salyard for her final years at 
Scotus. 

“We seniors have been 
through three coaches, but [I]
think Ms. Salyard is in it for 
the long run,” Wittwer said.

The Scotus flag and 
dance team has five seniors 
this year: Ehlers, Wittwer, 
Feehan, Lizzie Parker, and 
Cassie Kouma. One memora-
ble performance presented by 
them was “River.” 

“The seniors choreo-
graphed “River,” and we 
really put in everything we 
love about dancing and using 
flags,” Kouma explained. 
“All our favorite tosses were 
incorporated, and there were 
great moments in the music 
to line up with our move-
ments.”

With the year coming 
to an end, the seniors say 
farewell to their teammates 
and Scotus. 

“It was an honor to be a 
part of the team for the full 
four years,” Wittwer said. 
“As frustrating and stressful 
[as] the early morning prac-
tices are, the performances 
are worth it. I am very grate-
ful to have spent the past four 
years with my classmates on 
the team and have created a 
strong relationship with them 
as well as the team.”

Senior Cassie Kouma, freshman Nicole Peterson, and seniors Madison Wittwer 
and Lizzie Parker perform their pom routine at state dance on February 17th in 
Grand Island. This was the first year the flag team took a pom group to state.

Photo Courtesy Sarah Ehlers

Mock t r ia l  adjusts  to  change
The mock trial season 

this year was a little different 
than past years. Instead of a 
judge looming over the trial 
and an audience being pres-
ent, the mock trial team now 
loomed over computers with 
their only audience being 
each other. With COVID-19, 
mock trial teams had to per-
form their trials over Zoom. 
Being on Zoom made it more 
difficult to perform the trial 
as it was harder to raise ob-
jections and technology was 
not always the smoothest. 

Junior attorney Gavin 
Brabec joined mock trial 
freshman year because he 
was interested in the court 
system and law.

“Being online for trials 
this year changed our loca-
tion from the courthouse to 
the media center. Only two 
people for each team could 
be on the screen at a time. 
It was more difficult to stay 
professional with all the 
mistakes with technology,” 
Brabec said.

Because the trial takes 

place during the school day, 
there are many people and 
noises that make it hard for 
the teams to stay focused 
throughout the trial.

Junior Alaina Dierman 
played a double witness in 
the trial, meaning she had a 
role on both the defense and 
the prosecution.

“During the second 
trial, it was Catholic Schools 
Week, and in the middle 
of the trial, Christian mu-
sic started blaring over the 
intercom. It took us a while 
to recover from that one,” 
Dierman said.

Each school was only 
allowed two teams instead 
of all the high school grades 
having a team. The junior and 
senior teams were the two 
teams allowed to compete 
this year. 

Senior attorney Maddie 
Blaser gives the closing state-
ments after each trial.

“My favorite trial was 
when we went against the ju-
niors because it’s always fun 
to question and go against 
people you know. They al-
ways put up a good fight, and 
it’s fun to see how much both 
teams have progressed over 

the years,” Blaser said.
While many other school 

mock trial teams are coached 
by a teacher, the Scotus mock 
trial teams have the privilege 
of being coached by real-life 
attorneys. The junior team is 
coached by Bre Anderson and 
Tonia Soukup. 

Junior attorney Ashley 
Steiner has been involved in 
mock trial since freshman 
year.

“Our attorneys real-
ly worked hard to help us 
prepare our questions. They 
know how court/law works 
and all of the language/vo-
cabulary used in a real trial 
which also helps prepare us,” 
Steiner said.

The senior team is 
coached by attorneys Jose 
Rodriguez and Emilee Hig-
gins. 

“I love our attorney 
coaches! They are able to tell 
us how lawyers actually do 
things. They have life experi-
ence that a teacher wouldn’t 
have, and that’s really 
helpful. We also get to see a 
little bit of what their lives 
are like, and we get to go to 
their offices, which is always 
a good time,” Blaser said.

The senior team com-
peted in districts on Tuesday, 
February 16th and put in some 
extra time to prepare.

Senior Noah Korth 
played the role of an attorney 
and delivered the opening 
statements before each trial.

“To prepare for the 
regional final, the attorneys 
spent a lot of time review-

Seniors Noah Korth and Ashtyn Preister observe as senior Maddie Blaser ques-
tions a witness. The senior mock trial team’s season ended in the district final 
against Lakeview.

Angie Rusher / Journalism Advisor

ing the rules of evidence 
and revising our questions. 
Witnesses prepared by mem-
orizing their questions and 
becoming familiar with their 
witness statements,” Korth 
said.

Despite the extra practice 
and preparation, the senior 
team lost to Lakeview in the 
district final.

Senior Ava Kuhl played 
the role of a defense witness 
in the trial.

“For underclassmen, I 
would say if you are not sure 
about trying or going out for 
Mock Trial, just do it! You 
never know how much fun or 
the relationships you could 
have until you try it,” Kuhl 
said.
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Cast reckons Oklahoma! was a hit
By Joel Schumacher

Staff Reporter

Directed by Ms. Lau-
ra Salyard and Mrs. Sarah 
Wacha, Oklahoma! made 
its grand debut at Scotus the 
weekend of February 12th 

through the14th.  
Set in a ranching 

community in Oklahoma, 
Oklahoma! features come-
dy, romance, suspense, and 
drama. Laughs and chuckles 
constantly echoed through 
Memorial Hall as Oklahoma! 
delighted the crowd between 
three different sessions: one 
on Friday, one on Saturday, 
and one on Sunday afternoon. 
Senior Emily Ferguson, 
who split roles between a 
cowhand and a part of the 
ensemble, was pleased with 
the performance.

“I feel like the musical 
was successful this year. We 
had lots of positive feedback, 
and everything ran really 
smoothly,” Ferguson stated.

There was much that 
went into making the musical 
a success. Because of the 
infamous COVID-19, there 
were also some unique 
challenges. Senior Janae 
Rusher, who played Gertie 
Cummings, commented on 
the circumstances.

“Musical this year was 

successful because we were 
almost completely memo-
rized right after Christmas 
break. We have never been 
that memorized that soon 
before. Mask wearing made 
acting harder than usual 
because we could not see 
facial expression all the way 
until show week,” Rusher 
explained.

Oklahoma! is a theatrical 
classic. Senior Josh Styskal, 
who played the key role of 
cowboy Will Parker, was up 
to the challenge.

“Oklahoma! is a well-
known musical, so it was 
bound to draw a big crowd. 
Because it was well known, 
pressure was on us to perform 
it well. We wanted to impress 
those in the audience familiar 
with the play,” Styskal said.

One of the aspects of 
performing Oklahoma! is 
the setting. The setting in 
southern Oklahoma requires 
the cast to have the famous 
southern accent. Senior Noah 
Korth, who played the major 
role of hired hand Jud Fry, 
knew the setting was going to 
be incorporated into the cast’s 
performance.

“All the characters in 
Oklahoma! have southern 
accents; we needed to master 
them to add to the comedic 
aspect of the musical,” Korth 
stated.

Despite the accent, there 

were other unique parts to 
this year’s musical. Freshman 
Joanna Rusher played the 
important role of Ado Anne 
Carnes.

“There was not very 
much dancing, and the setting 
stayed relatively the same. 
We did not have to change 
the stage very much,” Rusher 
said.

Underclassmen played 
a large role in in the play. 
Junior Camille Cox played 
the role of Laurey William, a 
main character in the play. 

“This year was very 
different for me personally, 
being a first-time lead. It 
was a lot of time and effort, 
but it was worth it. This was 
my favorite musical that I 
have done throughout high 
school. It took a lot of work 
and dedication, but I believe 
staying positive is the key,” 
Cox stated.

All the successes of a 
play like Oklahoma! can-
not happen without good 
leadership from among the 
cast. Though there were 
many leaders in the cast, one 
person in particular stood out 
amongst the crowd. Accord-
ing to Korth and Ferguson, 
fellow senior Maddie Blaser 
was crucial in helping the 
cast produce and perform the 
play.

“Maddie Blaser did 
a great job of leading us 

through vocal warm-ups 
before each performance. She 
was invaluable to the cast,” 
Korth explained.

“I would have to say 
Maddie Blaser helped the 
most. She loves acting and 
is such an encouragement to 
everyone,” Ferguson agreed.

In addition to senior 
leadership, every musical 

needs a good director. Blaser 
was impressed with the job 
done at the helm.

“Ms. Salyard did a great 
job with the blocking and 
music, while Mrs. Wacha 
really helped a lot with char-
acterization and our perfor-
mances,” Blaser stated.

The senior class per-
formed their final musical of 

their high school career. It is 
safe to say, Oklahoma! was a 
great way to end their musi-
cal careers. Cox appreciates 
their contribution.

“All the seniors were su-
per helpful this year; the rest 
of us will miss them a ton,” 
Cox explained.

Joel Schumacher / Rockbottom Staff

Senior Josh Styskal explains what Kansas City was like to a group of cowboys, 
junior Nathaniel Eisenmenger, sophomore Kavan Splittgerber, sophomore Mark 
Buhman, senior Cassie Kouma, junior Abee Hutchinson, and senior Emily Fergu-
son. Styskal played cowboy Will Parker.

Kamryn Chohon / Yearbook Staff Joel Schumacher / Rockbottom Staff

Freshman Joanna Rusher (Ado Annie) listens as junior Chris Adame (Ali 
Hakam) greets junior Camille Cox (Laurey Williams). Adame plays a peddler 
who does not want to get married.

Aunt Eller, played by senior Maddie Blaser, sits on a rocking chair and talks to 
Curly, played by junior Dominic McPhillips. Both Blaser and McPhillips played 
key roles in the performance.
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S u p e r  B o w l  p r e s e n t s  n o r m a l c y

By Camille Pelan
Staff Reporter

By Ava Kuhl
Staff Reporter

Safety scores with a touchdown message

Growing up with four 
brothers and a father who is a 
football coach, I have learned 
to love the sport of football. 
I have seen almost every 
football movie there is, such 
as The Blind Side, Remem-
ber the Titans, Friday Night 
Lights, and many more.

This past year, Disney+ 
released a new football movie 
called Safety. 

Safety is a movie cen-
tered around the true story of 
Clemson football player Ray 
McElrathbey and his journey 
of being a collegiate athlete 
while raising his 11-year-old 
brother at the same time. This 
is the perfect movie for all 
families.

First, Safety teaches the 
importance of family. 

Ray McElrathbey re-
ceives a full-ride scholarship 
to play football at Clemson 
University. Since Ray is a 
scholarship athlete, he is not 
allowed to share his perks 

or receive outside assistance 
from others. However, due 
to his mother receiving drug 
addiction treatment, Ray 
is tasked with raising his 
younger brother, Fahmarr, 
while also being a full-time 
college student-athlete. 
Raising Fahmarr in his dorm 
room is against the NCAA 
rules and could get Ray sus-
pended, but he takes the risk 
in order to avoid Fahmarr 
having to go into temporary 
foster care. Ray exemplifies 
what it takes to be a true 
older brother.

Throughout the mov-
ie, Ray repeatedly makes 
sacrifices for his younger 
brother. Once the Clemson 
administration and the NCAA 
find out about hiding Fah-
marr, Ray is asked to decide 
between football and his 
family. Without hesitation, 
Ray chooses his family. This 
teaches viewers of all ages 
the importance of family over 
everything.

Safety also teaches about 
the importance of relation-
ships and friendships built 
within athletics. 

After the NCAA finds 
out about Ray’s situation and 
forces him to choose between 
football and family, Ray 
decides to pursue a waiver 
from the NCAA allowing him 
to receive outside assistance 
to raise his younger brother 
while still being a scholarship 
athlete. The Clemson football 
community helps him on this 
journey, and he eventually 
receives the waiver. Without 
his team’s help, Ray could 
not have achieved this goal. 
Safety teaches its viewers the 
importance of building fa-
milial relationships between 
teammates and coaches.

Lastly, Safety teaches 
young children what it takes 
to have a proper work ethic. 

Athletics and academ-
ics in college alone can be 
tough to juggle, but Ray is in 
charge of raising his younger 
brother on top of school and 
football. Not many college 
students would be able to 
handle Ray’s schedule, and 
he teaches us the importance 
of working hard in order to 
become successful. 

Ray comes from a rough 

background, so he seems 
destined for an unsuccessful 
future. However, his work 
ethic, perseverance, and 
passion toward everything 
he does helps him to achieve 
success throughout the 
movie. Ray does not let his 
past define his future, and he 
is a great example for youth 
throughout the world. 

Some may argue that the 
topics of drug abuse, pover-
ty, and unreliable parenting 
are too sensitive for young 
audiences, but I think Safety 
does a great job of address-
ing these issues in a positive 
manner. Ray is also able to 
improve his character by 
overcoming the adversity 
brought forth from these 
sensitive topics.

Overall, Safety is a 
phenomenal family football 
movie. It teaches us how to 
love, how to sacrifice, and 
how to never give up. So, the 
next time you are trying to 
pick out a family movie to 
watch, consider Safety. You 
will not regret it!

https://www.imdb.com/title/tt10649016/ 
Clemson football player Ray McElrathbey carries 
his younger brother, Fahmarr, on his shoulders in 
the new Safety movie released on Disney+. Safety 
tells the true story of how Ray McElrathbey juggled 
school, football, and raising his 11-year-old brother.

The Super Bowl has 
been an event the United 
States has enjoyed for 55 
years. It is a time-honored 
tradition people everywhere 
prepare for. From parties 
to tailgates, almost everyone 
watches the Super Bowl. 

After watching Su-
per Bowl LV, there have been 
many mixed reviews over 
it. The most common reac-
tion has been it was boring. 
Nothing too exciting hap-
pened and nothing stood 
out. It was normal.  

Super Bowl LV was one 
of the most normal events to 
have happened since the 
pandemic last March. How-
ever, the normalcy was some-
thing people today greatly 
needed. 

The performance of 
the national anthem, which 
was sang by Jazmine Sullivan 
and Eric Church, was simple 
and normal. Nothing too 
exciting and nothing too jaw 
dropping occurred, and the 
game continued on.  

The halftime perfor-
mance was The Weekend this 
year. His performance had 
many mixed reviews ranging 
from being great to being 
boring. The Weekend put in 

$7 million for his production 
and had no guest performers 
which is seen as rare. Over-
all, his performance was seen 
as confusing and dull.  

Also, the game was 
merely another football 
game. There was no over-
time, no upsetting calls 
that went too far, no vi-
cious fights, and there was 
even a streaker, which is 
always common for the 
Super Bowl. In the end, Tom 
Brady won his seventh 
Super Bowl, and the Bucca-
neers toppled the Chiefs 31-9.  

Finally, let’s not forget 
what most people watch the 
Super Bowl for: the com-
mercials. In years past, there 

have been hilarious roll on 
the floor crying commercials 
and heart touching creative 
commercials. However, 
this year was nothing too 
spectacular. Yes, there were 
some funny commercials, for 
instance, the “No Way 
Norway” commercial featur-
ing Will Ferrell for General 
Motors. There were also a 
few good-hearted commer-
cials such as “The Middle” 
starring Bruce Springsteen 
for Jeep. Nevertheless, most 
people commented saying 
the ads were only so-so. 
People did not laugh as hard 
as they wanted to, and some 
felt a majority of the com-
mercials were simply re-

cycled ideas. One idea to 
keep in mind though: it was 
normal, and the commercials 
were still there for everyone 
to enjoy.  

Now, there were some 
instances that made history 
and were interesting and new. 
For one, the Super Bowl 
had its first female referee, 
Sarah Thomas. Also, the 
pregame of the Super Bowl 
was something new for 
fans. The NFL teamed up 
with TikTok to create an 
NFL TikTok Tailgate party 
before the game headlined 
by Miley Cyrus. In addition, 
Amanda Gorman, who had 
made her debut by perform-
ing her poem at President Joe 

Biden’s inauguration, per-
formed a poem before the 
game. Finally, the attendance 
record was significantly low. 
This is due to the atten-
dance limit put in place by 
the NFL. According to NBC 
Sports, 25,000 fans attend-
ed the game with 7,500 of 
them being healthcare work-
ers, and 30,000 cutouts were 
present.  

Yes, Super Bowl LV is 
not a Super Bowl people 
will talk about for years to 
come, but it was one of the 
more normal events to have 
occurred since March, and 
that is what made it great.

https://images.app.goo.gl/9ECZwCUspeBYhEDd6https://images.app.goo.gl/hanqiFCurQ67gPy6A
Sarah Thomas becomes the first female to referee for the Super Bowl on February 7th, 2021. Amanda Gorman also made history for Super Bowl LV by becoming the 
first poet to perform at a Super Bowl.

F o r g e t  h a r m f u l  f r i e n d s h i p s
By Gavin Brabec

Staff Reporter

Friends give another 
meaning to us in life. They 
are our confidants, emotional 
support, partners-in-crime, 
and biggest helpers. Friend-
ships are a source of happi-
ness and upliftment.

Some friendships may 
not have as positive an im-
pact as they should. A toxic 
friendship can take a toll on a 
person’s daily life. If some-
one is stuck in a bad friend-
ship, they may not realize the 
psychological toll it has on 
them. It drains them mentally 
and tears them down instead 
of bringing them up.

From maintaining social 
connections to making you 
happier, friends should 
always have a positive 
impact in our lives, but toxic 

friendships may not be the 
source of happiness you 
are looking for.

There are many signs 
a friend may be affecting 
your life in a negative 
way. The signs may be 
subtle and easy to push 
aside. A toxic friend will 
put their friends down. A 
joke may have gone too 
far, but they do not see a 
problem with it. Gossiping 
is another sign. A secret 
told in private and then 
revealed to your social 
circle the next day shows 
your friend’s carelessness 
toward privacy. If this 
happens repeatedly, it is 
not a coincidence or an 
accident.

In a toxic friendship, 
they compare different 
aspects of you to other 
people. Maybe your house 
is not as fun as another 

friend’s house, or the way 
you dress is not as nice as 
their other friend. Both are 
signs of a negative impact on 
your life.

The actions commit-
ted by a toxic friend affect 
your life more than you 
may imagine. Physical and 
emotional health are heavily 
impacted. The attachment 
to this friend may be stress- 
inducing. You may feel so 
close to this friend, but there 
is a crumbling foundation the 
relationship is built on. When 
they compare you to other 
friends, it leaves you lonely 
and isolated because of the 
unique attachment formed to 
the bad friend.

True friends offer sup-
port when their friend needs 
help or guidance. Malignant 
friends do not give the sup-
port and compassion which is 
sometimes needed. They are 

not there for you when you 
need a friend most.

Self-confidence and 
self-esteem take a hit as a 
toxic friendship progresses. 
They put you down and treat 
people poorly. You might 
even start accepting this be-
havior. Their put-downs and 
negative attitude make you 
doubt your own strengths and 
capabilities.

Another negative psy-
chological effect is feeling 
off-balance, meaning there is 
an uneasy feeling left behind 
from them. Friends should 
not make you feel nervous 
and unsettled. If you notice 
a friend easily irritated or 
upset by little actions and 
then acting normal in a few 
minutes, it builds a negative 
unpredictability a friendship 
should not have. Manipula-
tion is a common cause for 
this internal instinct. People 

who behave in toxic ways 
resort to manipulative tactics 
to get what they desire. You 
might feel as though you do 
not know how to describe 
the feeling you have, but it is 
present. 

You may recognize a 
friendship in your life in 
which these traits are present. 
There is a way to handle it. 
Some people want to give 
a second chance. If this is 
the case, be open about your 
feelings. Use “I” statements 
in dialogue to clearly express 
your feelings. Most people 
would try to improve on their 
behavior to prevent future 
conflicts.

Self-reflection may be 
necessary on how you acted 
in the friendship. Toxic traits 
can be passed onto you. The 
people around you might 
notice you acting similar to 
the friend hurting you. Focus 

on your own qualities as a 
friend.

A second chance, 
however, is not always the 
best option. There are people 
stuck in their ways, and they 
need time to mature. It is 
difficult to change a person. 
They must do this task on 
their own. If spending time 
with this person does not pos-
itively contribute to your life, 
it may be time to cut ties.

Toxic friends emphasize 
the importance of having a 
true friend in your life. Open-
ing up to others is a helpful 
idea to move on. Take time 
for yourself as well. Spend 
more time with loved ones. 
Focus on enjoyable hobbies. 
If it suits you, get sleep. Tox-
ic friends show you the value 
of having authentic friends in 
your life.
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