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The class of 2021 is about to 
graduate. Many seniors have been 
awarded scholarships to help cut the 
costs of attending a university. Most 
students will find these scholar-
ships based on their financial need 
or academic merits. However, six 
lucky and talented seniors have also 
signed onto athletic and musical 
programs that will propel their ac-
ademic and extracurricular careers 
into the future. 

There is much that goes into 
being a full-time college student and 
participating in a collegiate level 
extracurricular activity. Scotus has 
helped prepare the signing seniors 
in many ways. Senior Janae Rusher 
will be singing in the choir at South 
Dakota State in Brookings, South 
Dakota and has personally benefited 
from the support of Scotus.

“Ms. Salyard gave many oppor-
tunities for solos in both singers and 
musicals. She also helped me with 
my audition. Scotus has given me 
many opportunities to pursue music 
along with my other activities,” 
Rusher said.

In addition to support, Sco-
tus’s sports programs have allowed 
seniors to pursue their dreams. 
Senior baseball player Kaden Young 
benefited from Scotus’s partnership 
with Columbus High. Young will 
be attending Northeast Community 
College to play baseball in Norfolk, 
Nebraska.

“My summer legion coach, 
Parker Smejkal, helped me develop 
as a player very well along with the 
other Columbus High coaches. I 
think in my two years I will have at 
Northeast, the coaches will do what 
they can to develop me into a divi-
sion 1 baseball player,” Young said.

There are many thing to 
consider when choosing the right 
collegiate athletic program. Senior 
Ava Kuhl had to decipher between 
several schools. After consideration, 
Kuhl will be taking her basketball 
skills to Doane University with the 
Tigers in Crete, Nebraska

“Choosing a college to play 
at started out as a difficult choice. 
I had six in person offers and a 
number of outside offers, so I didn’t 
quite know where I wanted to go. I 
would say to underclassmen looking 
to play sports in college that you 
shouldn’t just pick a school based 
on the money offered. Instead ask 
questions, find a program that will 

By Joel Schumacher
Staff Reporter

Seniors 
sign on 
to their 
dreams

See Signings, Page 2

Journalism qualifies 18 for state
By Emily Ferguson

Staff Reporter

Three teachers say farewell
By Kade Wiese
Staff Reporter

With the end of the 2020-2021 
school year closing in, Scotus Cen-
tral Catholic will be saying goodbye 
to three teachers. Two teachers will 
be moving on to different schools 
while one of them will be retiring. 

The first teacher who will be 
transitioning to a new school is 
Spanish instructor Jo Moody. 

Moody has been teaching 
at Scotus for the past six years. 
Throughout her years, she has 
taught Spanish I, II, III, and IV. 
Moody also assisted Patti Salyard 
with the Future Business Leaders of 
America club at Scotus. 

“I have valued my relation-
ships with my coworkers and have 
enjoyed teaching my students,” 
Moody stated. “Scotus is the first 
school where I worked with another 
Spanish teacher. I appreciated 
learning from Mrs. Bomar and the 

Angie Rusher / Journalism Advisor

State journalism qualifiers take a photo before being sent off to compete at state journalism on 
Monday, April 26th. Final results will be announced virtually on Friday, April 30th.

Mrs. Jo Moody taught Spanish 
I, II, III, and IV this year. She 
also assisted Mrs. Salyard in 
sponsoring FBLA.

Mrs. Patti Salyard taught 
keyboarding, computer apps, 
and personal finance. She was 
also the FBLA sponsor.

Mr. Jacob Duhey taught junior 
English and 8th grade liter-
ature. He also helped coach 
football and junior high track.

The school year is slowly com-
ing to an end; however, the activi-
ties are still in full swing. 

The state journalism competi-
tion was held on April 26th in Nor-
folk. Scotus had 18 students qualify 
for state journalism in 23 categories. 
State qualifiers were a combina-
tion of students from newspaper, 
yearbook, video production, and 
graphic design classes. Last year 
state journalism was only virtual 
due to COVID-19. However, this 
year students were able to go and 
compete in person. 

Journalism teacher Angie Rush-
er expressed her excitement about 
how many students qualified for 
state this year.

“I am so glad our students 
had the opportunity to compete in 
state journalism this year. We have 
great writers, and this venue allows 
students to celebrate their skills with 
language. I am disappointed the 
awards ceremony will be virtual, 
but for this year, we are all happy to 
be participating,” Rusher said.

Even though 18 students qual-
ified for state journalism, only 10 
students competed in Norfolk. This 
is because several of the categories 
were final, meaning their placement 
in the category was determined by 
the piece they submitted to qualify 
for state journalism. The other 10 

students’ events were not final, and 
they competed at state journalism 
by creating new pieces that will 
determine their placement. For all 
qualifiers this year, it will be their 
first time competing at state journal-
ism in person.

Senior Cassie Kouma competed 
in newspaper news writing.

“Going into state journalism I 
felt really confident in myself and 
everyone else competing from Sco-
tus,” Kouma said.

At state journalism qualifi-
ers only had one hour and fifteen 
minutes to compete in their indi-
vidual events to write or design a 
new piece based on a topic. Junior 
Gavin Brabec, who competed in 

sports news feature writing, felt 
very prepared at state, even with the 
time limit.

“I wrote a football article 
during the school year, and my state 
journalism topic was a football 
championship game, so that was 
very helpful in figuring out termi-
nology and facts,” Brabec said.

Scotus has a history of winning 
state championships in journalism. 
Scotus has won two state journalism 
championships in 2017 and 2018. 
The students competing at state 
journalism are hoping to continue 
the tradition and bring home another 
state title this year. Everyone who 
qualified for state journalism will 
receive a medal ranging from 1st 

through 8th in each of their events. 
The higher state qualifiers place, the 
more likely Scotus is to bring home 
a state championship. However, 
the state journalism qualifiers will 
not know the results until Friday, 
April 30th. The awards will be held 
virtually, and medals will be sent to 
coaches before then. 

Senior Noah Korth, who com-
peted in editorial writing at state, 
expresses the impact that journalism 
has had on his life.

“Journalism has helped me 
grow as a writer. I have learned a 
variety of skills that I will take with 
me to college. It has also helped 
me feel comfortable writing for an 
audience,” Korth said.

collaborative relationship we had.”
Instead of teaching Spanish, 

Moody will be a school counselor at 
Cross County Community Schools.

“ I will miss the people the 
most,” Moody said. “I’ve enjoyed 
getting to know my students and 
working with them during my time 
at Scotus.”

The second teacher who will be 

taking a new job is English teacher 
Jacob Duhey.

Duhey, unlike the other two 
teachers, has only taught at Scotus 
for one year. In his words, “Short 
and sweet like Big League Chew 
gum.” During his time here, Duhey 
taught Literature 8 and English 
11. He also helped coach football, 
baseball, and junior high track. 

Lastly, Duhey helped football coach 
Roger Kreinke supervise and coach 
students in the weight room every 
morning. 

“A few of my fond memories at 
Scotus include creating a metaphori-
cal fire in the Schuyler locker room, 
the countless hours spent discussing 
novels in my English class, making 

See Teachers, Page 2
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Signings

Teachers

be best for you, and pick the school 
that speaks you,” Kuhl explained. 
“After I talked to Coach Ryan 
Baumgartner and his staff, the de-
cision was easy, and I knew Doane 
was the school for me.” 

Senior Kamryn Chohon is the 
sole senior to be keeping her ath-
letic talents in Columbus. She will 
be a part of the Central Community 
College volleyball team.

“I chose CCC because I know 
the coaches really well and going 
there would help me toward my 
academic goals as well,” Chohon 
stated. 

Being a full-time student 
athlete can be a challenging and 
time-consuming undertaking. Senior 
Olivia Fehringer believes Scotus 
has prepared her for the challenge 
of college academics and athlet-
ics. Fehringer will be attending 
Benedictine College in Atchinson, 
Kansas to play soccer.

“I am nervous about balancing 
school with soccer while in college. 
However, Scotus athletics taught me 
what it meant to work hard every 
day. No matter if it’s practices or 
meets, you always need to work 
hard and put in effort. I’ve done that 
in the classroom as well at Scotus,” 
Fehringer said.

Signing on to college athletics 

and extracurricular activities is a 
rare and exciting accomplishment. 
Passion is a common denominator 
among the seniors signing onto their 
respective programs. 

“There is nothing I am looking 

Keira Feehan / Yearbook Staff

Senior Ava Kuhl dribbles past a Concordia defender during the 
game on December 15th. Kuhl will be playing basketball for the 
Doane basketball program next winter.

to gain from being a college athlete. 
I just want to keep playing the game 
that I love and further my basket-
ball knowledge from other college 
athletes,” Kuhl said.

conspiracy theorist-looking notes 
on the whiteboard, and every 5 a.m. 
lifting session with the legend Rog-
er Kreinke listening to heavy metal 
on blast,” Duhey said. “No one can 
truly understand the power granted 
by Metallica Monday.”

Duhey plans to teach English 9, 
English 10, and senior dual cred-
it English and coach baseball at 
Arlington High School. Although 
his time at Scotus was short, Duhey 
was greatly affected by the Scotus 
community.

“I am going to miss the stu-
dents the most. They have shown 
me that I chose the right profession 

because I wake up every morning 
with a fire in my heart. Though our 
time was short, all my students have 
made an immense impact on my 
life; I can only hope I have done 
the same for them,” Duhey stated. 
“Scotus left a footprint on my soul 
that can never be removed. I have 
learned a lot about myself as an 
educator and have grown a lot since 
my first few days of class, and I 
am excited to see what the future 
holds.”

The last teacher who will be 
leaving Scotus and retiring is busi-
ness instructor Patti Salyard.

Salyard has been teaching 

at Scotus since the fall of 1995, 
making it a total of 26 years. Her 
inspirations for staying for such a 
long time were the people she has 
worked with and the students who 
have attended Scotus. 

“They are some of the best 
people in all my years of teaching,” 
Salyard stated.

Through her years here she 
has taught Keyboarding 7 and 8, 
Computer Applications 9, and Ac-
counting I. Salyard has also been an 
FBLA advisor for the past 26 years, 
helping the club become as suc-
cessful as it is today. Some of her 
fondest memories at Scotus come 

from FBLA.
“There have been several 

students who placed at FBLA State 
Leadership Conference every year. 
Competing against hundreds of 
other members from across the state 
indicates our students are getting a 
well-rounded education at Scotus,” 
Salyard said. “It was so exciting to 
see them on stage, sometimes mov-
ing up to a 1st place finish.”

Although she will miss seeing 
her family every day, Salyard plans 
to finish several projects at home 
that include painting, sewing, play-
ing the piano, genealogy, and much 
more during her retirement. 

“Scotus is truly a family. With 
all the ups and downs in life, every-
one supports each other,” Salyard 
said. “Being able to share our faith 
keeps us strong.” 
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Junior high rocks spring activities
By Vijay Wemhoff

Staff Reporter

Photo Courtesy Becki Zanardi

Eighth graders Caroline Klitz, Lily Humphrey, Jessica Jackson, Brody Splitt-
gerber, Madden Saenz, Abby Schumacher, seventh grader Emily Young, eighth 
graders Rebecca Policky, Evan Casperson, and seventh grader Giselle Chila-
pa-Bello all pose with the winning trophy at speech at Grand Island Northwest 
on March 27th. There were ten junior high students out for speech this year, and 
they all medaled at the meet.

Camille Pelan / Rock Bottom StaffKamryn Chohon / Yearbook Staff

Eighth grader Jessica Jackson explains her science fair project to her judge at 
the first ever junior high science fair on March 18th, 2021. Her project was on 
How to Sneeze Safely, and she won first place overall.

A group of eighth grade boys try to distract eighth grader Katelyn Pensick 
during the volleyball tournament at the lock-in on March 31st. The lock-in was 
for seventh and eighth graders from 7p.m. to 7a.m.

Scotus junior high 
students had many activi-
ties throughout the spring. 
Aside from sports, four other 
activities emerged: speech, 
eighth grade science fair, the 
lock-in, and the spring play.

The junior high speech 
team had one speech meet 
this year. Their meet was held 
at Grand Island Northwest on 
March 27th. The speech team 
had ten people, and everyone 
placed in one of their events. 

“Our Scotus Junior 
High Speakers were incred-
ibly competitive this year!” 
speech coach Becki Zanardi 
said. “We faced disappoint-
ment in the beginning when 
our first meet was postponed 
and then cancelled, so it was 
quite exciting to, first, have 
the opportunity to compete 
and, second, to win the meet 
with our strong team of ten. 
Everyone competed in two or 
three events which was quite 
an undertaking. Our eighth 
graders will be an integral 
part of next year’s high 
school team.”

Science teacher Annie 
Sokol held a science fair for 
her eighth grade students 

on March 18th. Her students 
made many diverse types of 
projects. The science fair was 
held in the Memorial Hall.

“My project was about 
how different types of music 
could affect how fast or slow 
a person could run,” eighth 
grader Ella Hash said.

This is the first year that 
eighth graders have had a 
science fair. Many upper-
classmen helped judge the 
projects. Parents and teach-
ers came to see the projects 
displayed. 

“My favorite part about 
the science fair was having 
the judges ask questions, so 
I could explain my project 
more to them,” eighth grader 
Larkyn Mahoney said.

 Many students had 
different challenges and tasks 
to make sure their projects 
could be put together the way 
they wanted them to be.

“The weather was the 
hardest because it was hard 
to find a nice day to do the 
experiment,” eighth grader 
Katelyn Pensick said.

Many other preparations 
were made throughout every-
one’s projects. The students 
had to present their project 
and answer questions from 
the judges or even visiting 
people.

“To prepare for the sci-

ence fair, I had to go over my 
project and study what to say 
when presenting. I also had 
to think of possible answers 
to some of the questions the 
judges could have asked me,” 
eighth grader Olivia Nelsen 
said.

Overall, Jessica Jack-
son won first place with 
her experiment of How to 
Sneeze Safely. Sofia Karges 
won second place with her 
experiment of Gummy Bear 
Osmosis.

The junior high lock-in 
took place on March 31st. 
Seventh and eighth graders 
played many games through-
out the night. There was vol-
leyball, basketball, dodgeball, 
dancing, and board games. 

“My favorite part of the 
lock-in was dancing, it was 
the only reason I even stayed 
awake. I also liked the vol-
leyball tournament and being 
with my friends,” eighth 
grader Sofia Karges said.

Many upperclassmen 
also helped throughout 
the night with the lock-in, 
whether it was reffing the 
tournaments or helping with 
the music.

“The upperclassmen 
definitely made it more fun. 
They danced with us and 
played fun music. The refs 
for the dodgeball tournament 

were also fun to watch. I’m 
quite sure they had more 
fun than the people playing 
dodgeball,” seventh grader 

Hannah Heinrich said.
The last new spring 

activity for junior high is the 
spring play. Clyde Ericson 

is the director, and there are 
two performances: April 29th 
and April 30th at 7 p.m. with a 
free-will donation.



4May 2021Seniors

Madelyn Blaser
University of South Dakota

MAJOR: Political Science and 
Communications
FUN FACT: I broke my big toe 
by kicking my brother in the shin 
playing soccer with a balloon.

K atelyn bayer
Central Community College

MAJOR: Business Management, 
Digital Marketing, and Business 
Intelligence and Technology
QUOTE: “Sticky notes save lives.”

Laura  Bettenhausen
Wayne State College

MAJOR: Wildlife Conservationist 
and Biology
FAVORITE MEMORY: Mr. 
Brockhaus and Evan Ruskamp 
racing. Mr. Brockhaus won.

e v a n  B o c k
Mount Marty University

MAJOR: Undecided

FUN FACT: I love taking 
pre-workout.

ACTIVITY: Baseball

gillian Brandt
University of Nebraska - Kearney

MAJOR: Nursing
FUN FACT: I’m related to Carey 
Dean Moore (the last person 
executed in Nebraska).

Shelby Bridger
University of Nebraska - Kearney

MAJOR: Elementary Education
FAVORITE MEMORY: 7th grade 
history with Mr. Ridder; there was 
always a bottle flip or tic-tac-toe 
tournament going on.

K aira dallman
Southeast Community College

MAJOR: Dental Assisting
FUN FACT: I can touch my tongue 
to my nose.

A l l i  D e m u t h
University of Nebraska - Kearney

MAJOR: Pre-Dental
FAVORITE MEMORY: When one 
of our history subs fell out of his 
chair, and it made a loud thud.

kamryn Chohon
Central Community College

MAJOR: Communication 
Disorders

FAVORITE MEMORY: When Mr. 
Coulter ate the banana peel after a 
basketball game.

ACTIVITY: Volleyball

J o s h  f a u s t
University of Nebraska - Kearney

MAJOR: Biology
FAVORITE MEMORY: Cheering 
in the student section.

Matthew  Dolezal
University of Nebraska - Lincoln

MAJOR: Business Management
FUN FACT: I have a football card 
collection worth $2,000.

K e i r a  F e e h a n
University of Nebraska - Omaha

MAJOR: Graphic Design

FAVORITE MEMORY: When I 
squished myself into a locker in 8th 
grade.

ACTIVITY: Dance Team

Olivia Fehringer
Benedictine College

MAJOR: Nursing

FUN FACT: Yes, I am the girl that 
believed in blinker fluid.

A n n a  E h l e r s
University of Nebraska - Omaha

MAJOR: Biology

FAVORITE MEMORY: 
Chasing down the guy who stole 
Elliott Thomazin’s mom’s purse.

ACTIVITY: Track and Field ACTIVITY: Soccer

emily Ferguson
Wayne State College

MAJOR: Elementary Education
FUN FACT: I can play three 
instruments: clarinet, saxophone, 
and I am learning to play the 
ukulele.

Brennan  Frewing
Univeristy of Nebraska - Lincoln

MAJOR: Business Finance

QUOTE: “It just cost a dime, just a 
nickel a shoe, but there’s a million 
dollars worth of good for you.” 
- Johnny Cash

ACTIVITY: Band

SebastiEn Fritz
United States Military

BRANCH: Marine Corps
FUN FACT: I’m going on a paid 
vacation this summer.

Bryce Foreman
Workforce

QUOTE: “Your success and 
happiness lie in you.” 
- Helen Keller

Trenton Hamling
Central Community College

MAJOR: Undecided
QUOTE: “Cupcakes are muffins 
that believed in miracles.” 
- Unknown

Michael Gasper
University of Nebraska - Omaha

MAJOR: Aviation
QUOTE: “Don’t confuse school 
with education. I didn’t go to 
Harvard, but the people that work 
for me did.” - Elon Musk

Nathaniel Gokie
Central Community College

MAJOR: Business Administration 
FUN FACT: I only sleep three 
hours a night.

jake Heesacker
Northeast Community College

MAJOR: Electromechanical 
Technology
FAVORITE MEMORY: Mr. 
McPhillips getting hit in the face 
with a dodgeball by Mr. Coulter.

BENjamin Juarez
Andrews University

MAJOR: Physics
FUN FACT: Needles make me 
laugh.

o l i v i a  K l u g
Oklahoma State University

MAJOR: Animal Science
FAVORITE MEMORY: Lunch 
senior year. (Just so everyone 
knows, the other Olivia was a fibber 
when she was in kindergarten.)

Clarissa Kosch
University of Nebraska - Omaha

MAJOR: Business
FUN FACT: Waffles make me 
hiccup.

N o a h  K o r t h
University of Notre Dame

MAJOR: Political Science
QUOTE: “Make your life a 
masterpiece; imagine no limitations 
on what you can be, have, or do.” 
- Brian Tracy

B e n  K a m r a t h
University of Nebraska - Lincoln

MAJOR: Mechanized Systems 
Management
FUN FACT: I once slept on a 
picnic table.

CAREER: Foreman Lumber
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E s t e  L e s i a k
University of Nebraska - Lincoln

MAJOR: Agricultural 
Communications
QUOTE: “There is no script. Live 
your life. Soak it all in.”
- Dick Costolo

Michaela Kresha
University of Nebraska - Lincoln

MAJOR: Pre-Medicine
FAVORITE MEMORY: Biology 
class, Mr. Fly was the sub, when 
Joel took Mrs. Lahm’s rat out of the 
cage, held it up, and sang to it.

B e n  M e r r i L l
Central Community College

MAJOR: Undecided
FUN FACT: Two years ago I broke 
my neck from diving in a pool 
during the summer.

A V A  k u h l
Doane University

MAJOR: Biochemistry

FUN FACT: I have the smallest 
hands in the senior class. 
#toddlerhands

ACTIVITY: Basketball

Grant  Neville
United States Military

BRANCH: National Guard
QUOTE: “There’s Joel.” 
- Ms. Timoney

A l e x  n o v i c k i
University of Nebraska - Kearney

MAJOR: Business Administration 
FAVORITE MEMORY: When 
Ruskamp biffed it in the showers 
after morning basketball practice.

ChaU “lily” Nguyen
Central Community College

MAJOR: Nursing
FUN FACT: I hate running, but I 
am in track now.

S i m o n  P i c h l e r
Southeast Community College

MAJOR: Information Technology 
FUN FACT: My front door is 
green.

L i z z i e  P a r k e r
University of Nebraska - Omaha

MAJOR: Secondary English 
Education
QUOTE: “Striving, not perfect, 
because perfect doesn’t exist.” 
- Sarah Swafford

Camille  pelan
Wayne State College

MAJOR: Biology
FAVORITE MEMORY: Helping 
with the JH lock-in my senior year. 
I think I had more energy on the 
dance floor than any JH kid.

Jaelyn PodOlAk
University of Kansas

MAJOR: Nursing
FAVORITE MEMORY: When Mr. 
VunCannon fell out of his chair as a 
sub our 8th grade year.

Nicolas Schultz
University of Nebraska - Lincoln

MAJOR: Engineering
FAVORITE MEMORY: When 
Mr. Lahm yelled and jumped up and 
down in excitement for getting first 
at the UNK XC meet. 

E v a n  R u s k a m p
Southeast Community College

MAJOR: Electrical
QUOTE: “If you ain’t first, you’re 
last.” - Ricky Bobby

J a n a e  R u s h e r
South Dakota State University

MAJOR: Interior Design

FUN FACT: I’m missing part of 
my left ear lobe.

ACTIVITY: Choir

J u s t i n  S l i v a
Southeast Community College

MAJOR: Diesel Mechanics
QUOTE: “Die with memories, not 
with dreams.” - Unkown

Simon Schumacher
University of Nebraska - Lincoln

MAJOR: Business
FAVORITE MEMORY: When 20 
people stopped to watch me drill an 
extra hole in Joel’s belt with a nail 
so that it would fit. 

Jordon Skipton
Workforce

CAREER: Police Officer
FUN FACT: I have never ridden in 
an airplane.

Joshua St ysk a l
University of South Dakota

MAJOR: Music Education

QUOTE: “The future is the home 
of our deepest fears and wildest 
hopes.” - Meredith Grey

C a s s i e  K o u m a
University of Nebraska - Kearney

MAJOR: Secondary English 
Education
FUN FACT: I was late to every flag 
practice this year.

Ta n l e y  Mi l l e r
Southeast Community College

MAJOR: Undecided
QUOTE: “Feeling flexy?” 
- Andrew Sheridan

Christina Oakley
University of Nebraska - Kearney

MAJOR: Visual Communication 
and Design Comprehensive
FUN FACT: I’ve fallen down the 
stairs here more than I’ve gone up 
them.

Ashytn Preister
Northeast Community College

MAJOR: Pre-Medicine and
Biology
QUOTE: “Ravioli, ravioli, give 
me the diplomioli.” - Spongebob 
Squarepants (kinda)

Joel Schumacher
University of Nebraska - Lincoln

MAJOR: Psychology
FUN FACT: I’m missing a toe nail 
on my left pinkie toe because a nail 
went through it when I was 6.

K a d e n  Y o u n g
Northeast Community College

MAJOR: Athletic Training 

FAVORITE MEMORY: The 
yelling and screaming in Mr. 
Brockhaus’ Modern Problems class 
this year.

Madison Wittwer
Peru State College

MAJOR: Biochemistry

FUN FACT: I can belly dance.

K a d e  W I e s e
University of Nebraska - Lincoln

MAJOR: Agribusiness
FAVORITE MEMORY: Mr. 
Salyard always doing or saying 
something crazy in Calculus. . . 
everyday.

R o s s  T h o r s o n
University of Nebraska - Kearney

MAJOR: Biology
FAVORITE MEMORY: Street 
Law and Modern Problems junior 
year with Mr. Brockhaus, Connor 
Wiehn, and Jared Beaver.

ACTIVITY: Dance Team ACTIVITY: Baseball

ACTIVITY: Band and Choir



Growing up, my parents taught me that if I wanted 
something, I would have to do the work and earn it. Life 
won’t just hand you things, and if you had things handed to 
you, it wouldn’t mean as much. They showed me I would 
have to work hard to achieve my goals, and the journey 
to reaching my goals would teach me the most in the end. 
Whether the goal was getting A’s in school, doing well in 
my weekend job, or excelling at basketball or soccer, I knew 
I would need to do the work to be successful.   

I was never the most athletic, fastest, or coordinated 
growing up, so I never thought sports would go far for me. 
In all honesty, I planned on quitting sports after eighth grade. One night, my dad asked if 
I wanted the opportunity to go to a basketball camp in Minnesota the summer before my 
freshman year. That summer changed my life. Not only did I take a deep dive into the game 
of basketball, but I was given the gift of the most incredible mentor a kid who was struggling 
could ask for. My mentor and coach at the camp didn’t just teach the game of basketball; he 
taught me how to be a successful human being. I learned if I wanted to achieve my aspi-
rations, I would have to put in countless hours and dedicate my time to it. No excuses, no 
shortcuts. 

That summer, and the summers to follow, I shot over 500 shots a day and got better. I 
worked on dribbling and moves until the ball felt connected to my hand, and I even joined an 
AAU team looking to get playing time and more hours on the court. I practiced and played 
any chance I could. I worked on lifting more and getting faster so no one could tell me, “You 
can’t play because you are too short.” I wanted to prove everyone wrong. I was going to 
prove I was worthy of playing. Little did I know it would amount to so much more than that. 

The summer before my senior year, I was only focused on finally starting for the varsity 
basketball team. I spent the summer working and playing with my AAU team. We worked 
hard and had fun while doing it, but I never thought people were watching and evaluating 
me.  Playing at a collegiate level had never even crossed my mind. Over the next few weeks, 
I started getting offers and began thinking about playing at the next level and grasping the 
amount of work I would have to put into it. 

 I then received the text from Coach Baumgartner at Doane University. I visited cam-
pus twice, and on the way home the second time, I told my mom to turn around because I 
was ready to verbally commit. Hearing my new coach tell me I was the player the program 
needed, that I was his first recruit for Doane, made all those years of hard work, tears, and 
skinned knees totally worth it.

I had worked my butt off to get what I wanted, I wasn’t handed any of it, and I don’t 
plan to be handed anything in the future. I know how to do the work to become the person I 
want to be.

If you want something, go get it. Don’t let people say you can’t do something...just 
work harder and get it. In the words of Kobe Bryant, “Great things come from hard work and 
perseverance. No excuses.” 

This is Ava Kuhl, signing off. 

My stomach was rolling as I looked down at my peanut 
butter sandwich sitting on my lap in front of me. My final 
cross country race at state was only four hours away, and I 
was so nervous that I could not get myself to eat. Suddenly, 
my phone buzzed, and I glanced to see a text message from 
one of my old teammates and friends. The message was 
similar to several other sweet messages I had received that 
day wishing me luck, but one part stood out to me from the 
rest. She stated, “The best piece of advice I can give you 
is to just soak every last bit of it up. Take mental pictures 
throughout the day and appreciate the small moments of it 
just as much as the bigger ones. Even during the race, try and just look around every once in 
a while and realize how blessed you are.”

This simple message from my teammate was exactly what I needed to hear to calm my 
nerves on my way to state cross country, but it was also a powerful message that has stuck 
with me: live and embrace every moment in life.

High school has been an amazing experience for me in my life, but at times it has also 
been stressful. Trying to balance homework, extracurricular activities, family time, friends, 
and everything else in between is stressful and exhausting. To be honest, most days at school 
I feel like I am running around like a chicken with my head cut off trying to get everything 
done. However, these moments of stress are not what made high school so memorable and 
worthwhile for me. The moments I have enjoyed most were when I truly relaxed and let 
go and let God. When I finally stopped worrying about what I had to do next, I was able to 
truly live in the moment and embrace where I was at and enjoy the people I was around. The 
worry and stress are temporary, but the memories will last forever.

Another lesson high school has taught me is to not worry when life does not turn out 
how you planned. When I was in eighth grade, I thought I had all my activities for high 
school figured out. I was going to do volleyball, basketball, track, band, and be on the flag 
corps team. At the time, God was probably chuckling at me thinking, “Oh, just you wait.” 
Even though many of my plans did not come true, God revealed several new opportunities in 
my life that were even better. I ended up joining cross country, speech, musical, and several 
other activities I fell in love with and discovered talents I never knew I had. Doors in your 
life will close, but God will always be there leading you to a new door that is even greater 
than you can imagine.

I remember being told by the upper classmen when I was a freshman, “Enjoy every mo-
ment of high school because it goes by fast.” At the time I thought they were crazy, but once 
I hit senior year and started doing things for the last time, I realized how right they were. 
High school goes by quickly, so do not wish your time away. Enjoy every moment and day 
you have been given and make the best of it. 

No matter where you are at in life, it is never too late to start living in the moment. Do 
not worry about the small things in life, but instead embrace every moment. Be thankful for 
each day God has given you.

This is Emily Ferguson, signing off.
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Cassie Kouma
High school is a time of uncertainties, especially of the 

future. As a senior, this uncertainty has been hanging over 
my head all year. For my entire life, I have mostly done the 
same activities and known the same people. I have also been 
blessed with support from my family, friends, and teachers. 
However, as the end of my Scotus career approaches, I know 
all of this will change. I will leave behind everything I have 
known and grown comfortable around to take the next steps 
of my life. The weight of the uncertainties has continued to 
grow heavier on my shoulders, but I have managed not to 
feel crushed by it. 

One lesson I learned this year was to step back, take a 
deep breath, and trust everything will work out. I need to constantly remind myself God has 
an amazing plan for me, and I need to trust Him. Even though I may not see the purpose of 
something, that does not mean it is not there. 

I will never forget the analogy Mr. Linder taught us this year in religion class. He 
explained how looking at the Mona Lisa from only a couple inches away would result in an 
unimpressive blob of colors. However, taking a few steps back and looking at the big picture 
allows a person to see its beauty and the way each little section comes together to form the 
whole painting. The way we live our lives is up close. We are only able to see the moment 
we are in, and it is impossible to understand the ways each little event will come together to 
form the intricate paintings that are our lives. 

One instance of how my doubt was proven unnecessary was my video productions class 
this year. It was the last day of summer, and I still had one open class period. Ms. Brichacek 
and I emailed back and forth trying to figure out what class for me to take. The first day 
of school came, and I reluctantly walked into the video productions room. This reluctance 
stemmed from the fact that I did not know what to expect from the class, and I did not talk 
much to any of the other students in it. 

However, I ended up really enjoying the class, and I developed a great friendship with 
the person I sat next to. In the end, I had found a class that pushed me beyond my comfort 
zone and allowed me to become friends with someone I might have otherwise not gotten the 
chance to know. It all worked out.

Despite having learned most things will eventually work out and be for the best, I am 
still finding myself worrying for the future. I have picked a college I love and am excited 
about, and I know what I am passionate about studying. Yet, the doubt keeps creeping in, 
making me wonder if I have made all the wrong decisions about where I go after my high 
school career. In these moments, I need to remind myself God has my back. He is leading me 
down the path I need to be walking, and He is not going to let me wander off course. 

This is Cassie Kouma, signing off.

Noah Korth
Have you ever noticed the extreme lengths people will 

go just to fit in? I see it all the time in high school. We laugh 
at jokes that aren’t funny, try to impress people we don’t 
actually like, and gossip about the people we truly love. I 
went into high school with the same goal as everyone else 
– to fit in. However, I now realize fitting in is a needless 
waste of time. No one in high school feels like they fit in. 
Certain people are always going to judge you regardless of 
who you are, so stop wasting your breath living your life in 
accordance with someone else’s narrative. Live for you. 

High school is an opportunity to choose who you want 
to be. Every choice you make will define you – even the 
small ones. One of the first defining moments of my life happened my freshman year when 
I decided to sign up for one act. Today, one act is one of my favorite activities, but I wasn’t 
always certain about participating. In fact, I almost didn’t go to auditions my freshman year 
because I was afraid of the attention that the stage offered. I can’t imagine how that one 
small decision could have changed the course of my life. The experience of my first one act 
inspired me to stick with fine arts throughout high school. If I had succumbed to my fear, I 
would have missed out on making amazing memories and meeting incredible people. 

The stage has taught me so many lessons, but the first and most important rule of theater 
is to never be afraid of making a fool of yourself. My directors always say, “If you don’t feel 
utterly ridiculous on stage, you’re doing it wrong.” In many ways, that lesson can be applied 
to other aspects of life. Regardless of what you do, someone is always going to ridicule you 
for doing it. If not, then what you are doing is probably not worthwhile. 

If you have ever read my opinion articles in the Rock Bottom, you must know I am un-
ashamed of letting my opinion be heard – even when it is unpopular. However, this was not 
always the case. I used to be afraid of voicing my opinion, especially when it was unpopular. 
I rarely raised my hand in class, I was timid in Socratic seminars, and I was reluctant to let 
anyone read my writing. Everyone has an opinion, but few have the courage to make theirs 
known. Over the years, I have come to realize God does not ignite fires in our bellies so 
that we can put them out. Rather, we should cultivate even the tiniest spark that lies within 
us and let it grow into a roaring fire. There will always be people who detest the flame’s 
warmth and radiance, but this is all the more reason for letting your inferno burn. 

In high school, living in the icy shadows might seem like the safest option. However, 
while there may be no one to judge you for who you are or what you believe, there’s also no 
one to admire those parts of yourself. Fitting in is overrated. Stand out, and never apologize 
or second-guess yourself for doing so. When you take that final bow in life, have no regrets. 

 This is Noah Korth, signing off.

Ava KuhlEmily Ferguson

Camille Pelan
Friends come and go, but the greatest friendships last forever. As I have grown up, I have had many friendships that have developed over time, and I am 

beyond grateful for each one of them. However, there is one specific friendship I want to highlight.
High school has been a crazy journey for me. These past four years have been the greatest (and also the most stressful) years of my life thus far. However, 

I am so grateful to have had my best friend by my side through it all. Who is this friend, you might ask? Well, you have all heard of Him. He goes by the name 
of Jesus Christ.

Many people do not think of Jesus as a friend. To be honest, before freshman year, I never did either. I used to picture Him as an intimidating man who is 
too busy with everyone else in the world to think about me. However, once freshman year hit and the chaos began, I realized I was completely wrong. Jesus is 
the best friend you could ever ask for, especially in high school. He is the one person who has been with me every step of the way.

High school is crazy. It is full of athletics, academics, extra-curriculars, friendships, drama, figuring out college, etc. The list goes on and on, and even 
though you may try to avoid them, there will always be mental breakdowns and moments where you feel as if nobody in the world is on your side. In reality, 
however, Jesus is always there. Jesus wants to experience high school with you, and He wants to be with you through the ups and downs. The greatest part 
about having Jesus as your friend is He quite literally is with you to support you in every single thing you do.

What many people do not realize is you can have normal, friendly conversations with Him whenever and wherever. It does not always have to be at Church, at the dinner table, or before 
class reciting the memorized prayers we all know by heart. Some of my greatest conversations with Him have been in left field of Gerrard Park waiting for a ball to get hit to me, at half court 
of the Dowd watching one of my teammates shoot a free throw, in my little blue colored car driving to Wilderness Park before soccer games, at my desk in Mr. Salyard’s room before calculus 
tests, on my living room floor during my chemistry mental breakdowns, and in the khaki Scotus halls walking from class to class. In each of these moments, I knew He was right with me to 
give me the support I needed to succeed in whatever I was doing or to simply be my rock when I was down on myself. Because I have developed such a strong friendship with Him throughout 
these last four years, I now know that whatever life has in store for me after high school, Jesus will only continue to give me the graces I need to succeed.

If you can take away one bit of advice from me, I want you to realize how important it is to develop a friendship with Christ. We are so fortunate to learn about Jesus in our religion class-
es, but the most important part of our faith is developing a relationship with Him. Jesus wants to be right by your side to experience the ups and downs of high school with you. I can promise 
you having Jesus to lean on makes the four years of high school some of the greatest years of your life. 

This is Camille Pelan, signing off.

May 2021



Junior high through high school is an interesting time, 
perhaps the most interesting and nuanced time of a life. 
The seventh grade version of myself was discovering and 
exploring the new possibilities of junior high. The freshman 
version of myself was trying to fit in at high school and 
was worried about the social scene. The senior version of 
myself was much more independent and self-accepting of 
what really matters. Basically, I can say little seventh grade 
Joel was about to embark on an amazing educational and 
self-exploratory mission at Scotus Central Catholic, and the 
graduating senior Joel has a sense of accomplishment and 
pride as he departs for college. Here is a list of much of what I have learned.

One of the biggest mistakes I have made during these years is trying to be someone else 
or following the crowd. I cannot tell you how big of a mistake this is. You will never be hap-
py or satisfied trying to play a role you are not made to play. God has a role for you. God has 
a place for you, but if you are trying to be someone you’re not, then you’re not being who 
you are. Perhaps you are different, be different. Perhaps you are weird, be weird. Perhaps 
you feel like you’re not like anyone else, then feel that way. No matter how you feel, there is 
a God who knows, who is intimately acquainted with every aspect of you and still loves you 
with the most perfect love imaginable. Perhaps you do not know who you are. That’s okay; 
it is in these years age 13-18 where you’ll discover yourself. Just do not use someone else 
or a group of someone elses as a blueprint for who you are. Be bold for goodness sake. Who 
really cares who someone else wants you to be? Be who you want to be. Do what you want 
to do. Don’t listen to the crowd; it’s just a crowd.

 Another great point I’ve learned is on the concept of truth. It is best for your own sake 
to approach life in truth. Be true to who you are. Be true to the God who made you. This 
corresponds to being bold. Truth and boldness, they mean going after what you want, being 
who you want, and doing it in the right manner. Do not falter or fall to the wayside on your 
path of truth and boldness. What can ruin a high school experience, or a life’s experience, 
is this faltering. Faltering has a lot to do with going with the crowd or the societal norm. Do 
not enter destructive practices or habits because “everyone else is doing it.” Peer pressure is 
real and will push you to participate in activities that are not the best for you. I have expe-
rienced this firsthand and have been dealt the consequences.  If you know what you want, 
don’t be deterred by the mistakes of the masses. Follow the path you want, take the road 
less traveled on if it’s the road that leads to the most success. High school and life are more 
fun when you live against the norm and know you are going in the right direction when the 
masses aren’t.

Lastly, orient your life for the good. Good is what you desire. It’s what you seek. The 
biggest mistake so many people in our generation make is their good is evil. It amazes me 
how people can have the goals they are seeking be evil concepts and not good. I have done 
this too, but unlike many people, I’ve learned and have cared to learn. There is no greater 
good, I have seen and tasted and touched, than God, than Jesus Christ. After I met Jesus 
Christ, my life improved so dramatically and in ways words cannot describe. The same can 
happen for you.

I am beyond excited for what the future holds for me. Scotus has been a big part of 
educating and setting the stage for my life, and I am very grateful. Take it all in, its all gone 
before you know it.

This is Joel Schumacher, signing off.
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I imagined high school being the peak of my teenage 
years. I wanted to be a three-sport athlete, get straight A’s, 
have lots of friends, and get a date to every dance. Little did 
I know, I would not be able to check any of these items off 
my list. High school is not perfect. There are good days and 
bad days, and sometimes I let the bad days define me. I let 
my identity be created by the expectations of high school, 
and I never considered that God had a different plan.

In Moana, she sings to the ocean monster at the end of 
the movie saying, “I know your name. They have stolen the 
heart from inside you, but this does not define you. This is 
not who you are. You know who you are.” I compare myself 
on the bad days to this monster who was once the beautiful island of life. The expectations I 
tried to live up to defined me, but really, my heart and my identity are defined by who I am 
in my heart and to God, not by what others think.

As I searched for my identity the last six years, I tried to find it in sports and people. I 
found that even though I was one of few to make varsity volleyball as a sophomore, I was 
lonely. I had a little bit of hope that because I was on varsity it would bring me more friends 
or popularity. I thought my identity revolved around being a volleyball player or starting on 
the basketball court, but even though I desperately wanted those things to be my identity, I 
could not find the joy in it. 

Having lots of friends did not bring me joy either. Even though it seems having lots 
of friends is better than being lonely, I can attest to the fact that sometimes it is better to be 
lonely alone than lonely in a group. A few authentic relationships outweigh several fake 
friend groups. When finding authentic friends, it can be lonely, and it is hard, but real friends 
are worth the wait. When you find true friendships, you will be able to let your identity shine 
without worry or thought of what it needs to be. Just be patient.

High school is about waiting and growing. There will be growing pains, but without 
growth are you ever going to get anywhere in life? Grow in relationships with true friends, 
grow as an athlete, and grow as a musician, but most of all, grow in your faith. The only 
way to conquer high school, find your identity, and find what truly matters is to let God live 
through you. Do not leave Him on the sideline and ask His opinion occasionally. Trust that 
His plan for you and the trials in your life are forming your identity in Him and the person 
you are meant to be.

 C. S. Lewis once said, “You thought you were going to be made into a decent little 
cottage; but He is building a palace. He intends to come and live in it Himself.” Before I fig-
ured out that every struggle, every triumph, and every lonely day would lead to a newfound 
identity, I thought my cottage would be exactly how I planned it out. God was not helping 
me build the cottage I wanted. He was building a palace, but palaces are not built in two, 
three, four, or ten years. A palace takes decades to complete with additions and renovations 
occasionally. Let God build a palace out of your high school experience, your identity, and 
your life.

This is Janae Rusher, signing off.

Janae Rusher
It’s true. Remember when they told you high school goes 

by fast? Yeah. . . they weren’t wrong. Here I am writing my 
senior sign off wondering to myself how it went by so fast. Not 
too long ago I was walking into Scotus with baggy shorts and 
20 pounds of useless equipment, and now, in a week, I will be 
walking out of Scotus with a cap and gown and a diploma in 
my hands. Where did time go?

After the first semester tests in seventh grade, I remember 
thinking to myself, “Six years in this cube is going be a long 
time. I wish I could be a senior already.” Don’t wish that wish. 
Embrace the time you have here at Scotus. Yes, there will be 
times when you don’t want to come to school.  I know the days 
at Scotus can go by super slow, but the months and years during high school go by extremely 
fast. Scotus offers us countless opportunities, so if you see one, take it! It took me until my 
senior year to realize Scotus has done so much more for me than I will ever know, and there 
is nothing I can do to ever repay Scotus. 

With the time you have left at Scotus, embrace these three things:
The culture. High school is one of the few times where you will have the whole city 

behind your back. No matter who you are, there will always be parents, teachers, and alumni 
cheering you on during your high school career. Whether it be in sports, theatre, or chess 
club, the Scotus community will always be here for you. You may never know how much 
support and love you had during high school until you graduate, so embrace it. 

Your friends and teachers. Most of the people you know now might never show up in 
your life ever again after high school. Spend some extra time with those you do not usually 
talk to because they might have an everlasting impact on your life. Maintain authority and 
control over the underclassmen, but be kind to them. Be a role model for them and don’t let 
your pride ruin their experience at Scotus because you were in their shoes not too long ago. 
Respect your teachers and listen to what they have to say. Some of the material you learn in 
class might feel pointless, but the life lessons they embed into the curriculum will forever 
stay with you. Scotus has some of the best teachers in the state of Nebraska, so embrace them 
while you have them.

The memories. You learn and live a lot in high school. During these short six years, you 
will make more memories than you will ever imagine. When I was sitting with my family 
and cousins last month, we talked about all the good times and funny memories we had 
during high school. There were so many memories we laughed and screamed at that four 
hours passed without any of us knowing. These memories are a part of you, and it is import-
ant to not forget them because it’s what makes life living for. I know so many people who 
still talk about their high school years, and they are in their mid-50s. High school is one of 
the only times in your life where you can be free and not worry about taxes and bills to pay, 
so embrace these times. 

I wish I knew these things before I became a student here. My time at Scotus passed by 
in a blink, and it truly does go by fast. Embrace the time you have here. Make memories. 
Spend time with your friends. Hold onto the life lessons the teachers give you. Smile and 
trust in God’s plan. High school goes by fast. 

This is Kade Wiese, signing off.

Kade Wiese

Joel Schumacher

“Every group of newspaper seniors I have is unique.  If I had to choose 
a word to describe this group, it would be thoughtful.  They have been 
thoughtful in their ideas, in their writing and layouts, in how they treat 
each other, and in their prayers for class. They have not been my loudest 
group, but it isn’t because they are without things to say.  I am proud of 
how much time and effort they have put into everything for newspaper 
this year. It is has made it a year like no other.  I love them all, and they 
will be missed!” ~Mrs. Rusher
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Track strives for postseason medals

By Janae Rusher
Staff Reporter

By Cassie Kouma
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Staff Reporter

Grace Mustard / Rock Bottom Staff

Senior Anna Ehlers clears the bar at high jump at the Boone Central Invite. 
Ehlers has won high jump and triple jump at different meets this season.

Spring seasons are in full 
swing, and the track team has 
participated in seven meets. 
Both the girls and boys have 
been placing well in their 
events. 

The track team started 
their season a little differ-
ently than usual because 
of meet cancellations. In a 
normal year they would have 
participated in two indoor 
meets before any normal 
meets started up, but because 
of COVID-19, the Wayne in-
door was moved outside and 
the Wesleyan indoor meet 
was cancelled. 

At the Wayne College 
Invite both girls and boys 
placed in many events. The 
girls won four events includ-
ing senior Clarissa Kosch 
winning both long and triple 
jump. 

“My favorite events 
would be both jumps because 
they are different and fun!” 
Kosch said. “I enjoy flying 
through the air. I also like the 

suspense between getting up, 
seeing how far I jumped, and 
then the guy announcing the 
distance.”

After a successful first 
meet, the Shamrocks held the 
Jim Puetz Memorial Track 
Meet on March 30th. This 
meet was more difficult than 
the previous, but the Sham-
rocks still competed. The 
boys’ varsity 4x800 meter 
relay placed third and was 
composed of seniors Michael 
Gasper, Nic Schultz, Ben 
Juarez, and freshman Jackson 
Heng. 

“So far I am happy with 
the season,” Schultz said. 
“I have been getting lots of 
personal bests, but I need to 
work on the 800 to help me 
in the open 800 and 4x800.”

After the Puetz Memo-
rial Meet the track team was 
back in Wayne for the Blue 
Devil Invitational. Junior 
Grace Mustard won her third 
100 meter hurdle race in a 
row and placed second in the 
300 meter hurdles. Mustard 
is .2 seconds from getting 
the school record in the 100 
meter hurdles.

“My season is going very 
well,” Mustard said. “I was 
slightly worried how it would 
go after breaking my ankle 
during basketball, but I’m 
getting really great times.”

Mustard placed third in 
the 100 meter hurdles race at 
the Nebraska Track Festival 
April 21st in Papillion. She 
and several other teammates 
qualified for this meet with 
great times and distances. Se-
nior Anna Ehlers won triple 
jump and Kosch placed third.

“I think we just have to 
keep working on our events 
while staying in shape with 
conditioning,” Ehlers said. 
“We are a really good team, 
and I believe we have poten-
tial to be better.”

As a team, both girls 
and boys have been shaving 
off time and adding distance 
all around the track. Senior 
Michael Gasper has been 
consistently placing in the 
two mile and 4x800 meter 
relay throughout the season, 
and he is also runs the mile.

“My favorite event to 
compete in is the 4x800 
meter relay because running 

with a team is so much more 
enjoyable,” Gasper said. 
“When we place high, we are 
all happy and celebrate. It is 
fun to compete against each 
other also and see who can 
run the fastest split.”

Not only upper classman 
have been placing well at 

meets, however. Sophomore 
Hailey Steffensmeier and 
junior Chloe Walker have 
been consistently placing in 
the throws.

“I think this season is 
going really well, especially 
for the girls track team,” 
Steffensmeier said. “I’ve 

been able to get my personal 
best numerous times, which 
is good as well.”

The track team competed 
at Schuyler and Lakeview in 
the past week, and they will 
be competing at home at the 
Centennial Conference Meet 
this Saturday, May 1st. 

Girls’ soccer makes up for lost season

Cassie Kouma / Rock Bottom Staff

Senior Camille Pelan prepares to pass the ball during the March 29th game 
against Omaha Concordia. The Shamrocks won the game 6-0 with four different 
players scoring goals.

Despite not having 
been able to play last season 
and many new faces being 
featured on the field, the 

girls’ soccer team is finding 
success. Thirteen out of the 
twenty players had never 
worn a Scotus soccer jersey 
before this year, but they 
have still won a majority of 
their games with a current 
season record of 8-4. Senior 

Ava Kuhl is the center back 
on defense.

“Overall, the season has 
been going good,” Kuhl said. 
“We hit some rough patches 
early just with little things 
and fundamentals needing to 
be sharpened, but as a team 

we are improving and finding 
our stride here now.”

The season began on 
March 19th with a 2-0 win 
against Lakeview. The next 
day, the Shamrocks lost 0-10 
against Gretna. After this 
difficult loss, the team began 
making improvements. Junior 
Kate Maguire plays as a 
center back.

“Everyone is rusty from 
not playing for a couple 
years, but we are starting to 
find a rhythm,” Maguire said. 

The team went on to win 
a 6-0 game against Omaha 
Concordia on March 29th. 
They then lost to Lincoln 
Lutheran 0-1. 

“The Lincoln Lutheran 
game stands out to me be-
cause it was close the whole 
game. Neither team was get-
ting many shots on goal, and 
it was a defensive game. We 
ended up losing in a shootout, 
but the game showed us we 
can play with good teams,” 
Maguire said.

The Shamrocks went on 
to win 4-0 against Norfolk 
Catholic, lose 0-6 against 
Lewis Central, and then have 
three consecutive victories. 

April 9th brought a 2-0 win 
over Glenwood, the Grand 
Island Northwest game on 
April 12th ended in a 10-0 
sweep, and April 13th ended 
2-0 against Kearney Catholic. 

“The game against 
Grand Island Northwest was 
one of our better games this 
season because we played 
together as a team and did a 
lot of little things right. We 
connected our passes which 
allowed us to score,” senior 
midfielder Camille Pelan 
said. “We need to work on 
playing quicker with more ur-
gency because as the season 
goes on, the teams we play 
will only be better.”

These wins are thanks to 
the improvements the team 
has been working toward this 
season.

“Our defense is really 
strong for us this year which 
allows us to be able to stay 
in games,” Maguire said. 
“We just need to work on our 
touches and speed of play. 
We struggle when we play 
faster teams, so in order to 
overcome that, we need to 
possess the ball better and 
pass to feet.”

These improvements 
have been pushed by coaches 
Kristie and Jon Brezenski as 
well as Bridget McPhillips. 
Junior Elizabeth Adamy 
plays left defender and left 
midfielder.

“I don’t like it. I love it,” 
Adamy said of her position 
on the field. “Soccer hasn’t 
been much different com-
pared to the past years, but 
my confidence level has 
grown tremendously because 
the team and the coaches can 
really boost up your confi-
dence.” 

April 20th resulted in 
a 1-4 loss to Blair, but the 
Shamrocks came back with 
an 11-0 victory over Schuyler 
two days later. Elkhorn then 
lost to the Scotus team 5-1 on  
April 24th. 

“I am super excited for 
this year, and I think with 
this group of girls and what 
skills we have, we can go far 
and accomplish a lot,” Kuhl 
said. “We have a strong and 
fast back line, some great 
finishers with strong legs, and 
overall great chemistry as a 
team. This year is going to be 
great and fun.”

Noah Korth / Rock Bottom Staff

Sophomore Isaak Liebig dribbles the ball against his opponent from Northwest 
on April 12th. The Shamrocks lost to Grand Island 0-2.

Boys’ soccer battles tough competition
The boys’ soccer team is 

a young team this year. After 
not having a season last year 
due to the pandemic, they are 
looking to gain as much ex-
perience as they can. Junior 
Chance Bailey plays forward 
for the team. 

“We are a young team 
with not much experience, 
but I feel we are the most 
athletic we’ve ever been,” 
Bailey said.

The boys’ soccer team 
started their season with 
the Columbus Tournament 
with their first game against 
Lakeview on March 19th. The 
next day they played Gretna, 
who is currently 13-2. Senior 
Matthew Dolezal is one of 
two seniors this year for the 
team.

“We were shut out by 
Gretna, and we got to learn 
what type of team we were 
by how we were going to 
respond after that game,” 
Dolezal said. 

The following week 

after having a game against 
Lakeview canceled due to 
weather, the boys competed 
well in another tournament 
with tough competition, Skutt 
and Mount Michael. Fresh-
man Manuel Cabellero plays 
striker this year for the team. 

“Some difficulties were 
just getting the ball in the 
back of the net,” Cabellero 
said. “The plans are just 
[work harder.”

The soccer team then 
played Omaha Concordia 
March 29th and Lincoln 
Lutheran April 6th. The boys 
won both games, beating 
Concordia 8-1 and Lutheran 
4-0.

“The Concordia game 
was the game we beat the 
team by a lot, which showed 
we were capable of winning,” 
Dolezal said. 

After having another 
game canceled due to weath-
er, the soccer team went on to 
play Grand Island Northwest, 
losing 0-2.

On April 13th, the team 
traveled to Kearney to face 
off against Kearney Catholic. 
Scotus ended up winning 5-3 

in a shootout. Junior Adam 
Quinn plays winger for the 
team.

“Kearney Catholic was 
one of our best games of the 
season,” Quinn explained. 
“We knew that the game was 
important, so we buckled 
down and made sure to give 
it 100%, and we won.”

That week, the team 
competed in another tour-
nament, the Omaha Bryan 
Tournament. The boys faced 
off against Burke and Millard 
South, both class A schools. 
However, Scotus lost both 
games with close scores. 
Junior Luke Przymus plays 
midfielder and holder for the 
team. 

“This year is different 
due to the lack of experience 
on the team, making it possi-
ble for a lot of younger guys 
to step in and fill some roles,” 
Przymus explained. “Some 
surprises that have appeared 
have been multiple freshmen 
who have shown they can 
compete at a varsity level.”

On April 20th, the soccer 
team went to Blair. Scotus 
came out with a huge win 

5-3 against the Blair Bears. 
Senior Ross Thorson plays 
holding/defensive mid and 
is one of the captains for the 
team this year.

“It was a great win for 
us,” Thorson said. “Coming 
out and playing our game 

was what allowed us to win 
against Blair.” 

That Thursday, the boys 
played Schuyler winning 3-2, 
another tough team on their 
schedule, and Norfolk Catho-
lic on Saturday winning 6-0.

With districts quickly 

approaching, the team looks 
to make a run at the end and 
reach the state tournament.

“We realized we need 
to start putting in more work 
and getting our heads into the 
game, so we can finally reach 
a state match,” Quinn said. 
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By Camille Pelan
Staff Reporter

The Scotus Central 
Catholic golf team has been 
off to a strong start. With 
three freshmen on the varsity 
roster, the team has limited 
experience in competitive 
high school golf, but that has 
not stopped the Shamrocks 
from having success on the 
range.

“The team has improved 
with our younger guys,” 
junior Seth VunCannon said. 
“The early meets were good 

experience for them to help 
them get into the swing of 
things.”

Even though three of the 
five are first-year high school 
golfers, the squad is extreme-
ly talented. The varsity roster 
includes juniors VunCannon 
and Nolan Fleming and fresh-
men Patrick Arndt, Mason 
Gonka, and Nick Fleming. 
The Shamrocks also have 
several talented junior varsity 
golfers.

Because there are 
numerous skilled golfers on 
the roster, each golfer plays 
a large role in the success of 

Golf success on par with state goals
the team at each meet. With 
each meet, the Shamrocks 
have learned to play with and 
for each other.

“We have bonded as one 
whole group, and we have 
improved together throughout 
the season,” Arndt said. 

The Shamrocks start-
ed off their season placing 
first at the Aquinas Invite 
on March 31st. Four of the 
Shamrocks placed in the top 
ten, and they were led by 
VunCannon who shot an 82. 
The Rocks then placed sixth 
at the Norris Invite on April 
8th and were led by Nolan 

With spring sports in full 
swing, the baseball team is 
coming out of the first half 
of their season with above a 
.500 record of 10-9.  They 
started the season on a three-
game win streak with two 

Baseball looks to overcome challenges
wins against Norfolk and one 
against Seward. The Discov-
erers ran through Norfolk the 
first game with a 12-2 win 
then took the second game 
of the double header with a 
4-1 win. Seward challenged 
the team more in their third 
game, but the co-op team still 
came out with a 10-8 win. 
Senior Kaden Young plays 

first base for the varsity team.
“We felt very confident 

playing whoever after starting 
off 3-0. We didn’t care who 
we played, and we felt like 
we could challenge anyone,” 
Young said.

Part of the reason for this 
success is the experience and 
high skill level of the players 
on the team this season. 

“We have seven seniors 
going on to play college base-
ball, and I can’t remember 
anything like that happening 
for a long time,” Young said.

One of those seven 
players going to play college 
baseball is Young himself. 
He will play with the Norfolk 
Northeast Hawks next year.

Despite starting off the 
seasons strong, the team 
struggled to find ways to win 
in the next games. The Dis-
coverers lost the next handful 
of games which made the 
team realize in order to help 
add games to the win column, 
they needed to focus more on 
getting batters on base.

“We need to be success-
ful hitters at the plate to con-
sistently beat teams through-
out the season,” Young said.

Sometimes it takes not 
only a physical change, but 
also a better mind mentality 
to win games. Junior Trevor 
Schumacher thinks the team’s 
chemistry and a more mental 
aspect will help make the 
team more successful.

“The trust we have in 
each other and the mentality 
that we bring into each game 

will help us perform better,” 
Schumacher said.

Part of being mentally 
tough means overcoming 
mistakes and struggles and 
not letting those errors ruin 
the rest of the game. Sopho-
more Nicholas Zoucha plays 
first base for the JV team and 
pointed out a few struggles 
the team has faced.

“[We need to be] able 
to hit the ball consistently 
and produce runs. Also, [we 
need to] have some damage 
control and not let mistakes 
and errors snowball,” Zoucha 
said.

Not only must the 
players be able to produce 
an offense with hitting, but 
in order to hold teams from 
getting runs themselves, they 
have to be strong defen-
sively. Freshman left and 
center fielder Jude Maguire is 
playing his first year of high 
school baseball.

“If we can pitch consis-
tently and well, I think we 
will have a very successful 
rest of the season,” Maguire 
said.

After focusing more on 
fundamentals in practice, the 

Discoverers went on to win 
the next seven of their eleven 
games. One of those games 
came against a 14-3 Norris 
team, who is the number one 
team in Class B.

“I think the Norris game 
will be the most memora-
ble for me. It will be hard 
to forget the time we beat a 
number one team,” Young 
said.

Even though there are 
only a few Scotus players 
who combine with many 
Columbus players, the boys 
have all played together 
since they were young. This 
allowed for better team 
camaraderie and the players 
being able to connect on 
the field better. Senior Evan 
Bock plays third base for the 
varsity team.

“We have been playing 
together since we were eight, 
so we know a lot about each 
other,” Bock said.

The Discoverers will 
look to keep their win 
percentage above .500 when 
they face off against Elkhorn 
South at their home field later 
today.Christina Oakley / Yearbook Staff

Senior Kaden Young eyes the ball in as it is pitched. Young will further his base-
ball career at Norfolk Northeast Community College next year.

Ava Kuhl / Rock Bottom Staff

Fleming with an 83. This 
meet, along with a majority 
of the meets this season, was 
a challenge due to the weath-
er conditions.

“The wind makes golf 
so much harder because you 
have to hit your shot next to 
perfect if you want it to go 
where you want it to,” Nolan 
Fleming said.

On April 12th, the Rocks 
traveled to David City for 
a triangular and placed six 
members in the top ten to 
come up with the win. The 
junior varsity then traveled 
to Stanton on April 13th and 

finished second. The varsity 
squad also competed at the 
York Invite on April 15th. The 
Shamrocks placed 6th and 
were led by Nolan Fleming 
who placed second with a 77. 

“We are getting into the 
swing of things now, and I 
think we are ready to go per-
form,” VunCannon said.

The Shamrocks still have 
several meets in the future 
with the most notable being 
conference, districts, and 
state. Nolan Fleming believes 
the conference meet will be a 
great test for the squad.

“The conference meet 

will show us where we stand 
among some of the best 
competitors in our class and 
district,” Nolan Fleming said. 

With the season winding 
down, the Shamrocks have 
set their sights high for the 
end of the season. With the 
season being stripped away 
from the team last year due to 
COVID-19, the team believes 
they are ready to compete 
at the top level and take the 
team far this year.

“We are slowly getting to 
our full potential to reach our 
goals,”  Nolan Fleming said. 
“Look out for us at state!”

Christina Oakley / Yearbook Staff

Freshman Patrick Arndt putts the ball in the hole during a varsity triangular on 
April 26th at Quail Run. Arndt is one of three freshmen on the varsity squad this 
year.

Taylor Dahl / Marketing Director
Junior Nolan Fleming looks to putt the ball during a varsity invitational at the 
Elks Country Club. The invitational was postponed from April 20th and resched-
uled to April 27th due to weather.
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S p e e c h  s u c c e e d s  a t  s t a t e
Coming off their first 

centennial conference win in 
18 years, the Scotus speech 
team continued that success 
at districts coming home as 
district B-3 runners-up and 
qualifying seven performers 
for state. Junior Chris Adame 
was part of the district 
tournament champion OID 
team, and he qualified third in 
Humorous Prose.

“My favorite memory 
this year from speech was 
getting to state in both events. 
When I qualified for state 
at districts, I felt extremely 
proud,” Adame added.

 State speech was held at 
the University of Nebraska 
at Kearney on March 18th 
and 19th. Senior Noah Korth 
was the district tournament 
champion in Serious Prose 
and went into state with a 
winning attitude.

“I was very pleased with 
how I performed at state. 
I was runner-up in Serious 

Prose and fourth place in 
OID. My goal at the begin-
ning of the season was to be 
a double medalist at state, 
so the result was extremely 
gratifying,” Korth said.

Senior Maddie Blaser 
and junior Luke Przymus 
placed fifth in duet acting. 
Their performance consisted 
of a dramatic display of an 
unhealthy and abusive rela-
tionship.

“I was very pleased with 
how we did. Our OID and 
duet performed the best we 
had all season,” Blaser said.

The Scotus OID team 
came home in fourth place. 
At almost every meet 
throughout the season, they 
had won first or second place. 
They performed a classic and 
chilling Macbeth-a Tale of 
Darkness.

“I will miss this team the 
most this speech season. We 
are all so close together it is 
like being with a second fam-
ily. I am going to especially 
miss the seniors because they 
have been such great lead-

ers,” Adame said.
The nerves were high 

going into state as most of 
the competition had not been 
seen before. Senior Emily 
Ferguson was the district In-
formative tournament cham-
pion and found out anything 
can happen at state.

“My first round went 
really well, but then my 
second round I blanked twice 
during my speech, which had 
not happened all season,” 
Ferguson said.

Senior Josh Styskal was 
the district Informative run-
ner-up and sixth place OID. 
Styskal placed second in the 
first round at state but did not 
break into the final round.

“It was amazing to have 
had the state speech experi-
ence with all my friends and 
coaches. Cheesy, I know, but 
I will always cherish all the 
memories I made those days 
in Kearney and all my years 
in speech,” Styskal added.

Coaches Melanie 
Mimick and Becki Zanardi 
are graduating seven seniors 

from the Scotus speech team 
this season.

 “With last season being 
cut short due to COVID-19, 
we were grateful to have the 

chance to compete and com-
plete our season. The seniors 
really stepped up this year 
and not only became great 
leaders, but great speakers as 

well. They really let their 
talent shine and helped set 
high standards for the un-
derclassmen for the years to 
come,” Mimick concluded.   

Senior Noah Korth smiles on the stage with his medal in Kearney at state 
speech. Korth was lass B runner-up in Serious Prose and placed fourth in OID.

Keira Feehann / Yearbook Staff 

By Gavin Brabec
Staff Reporter

Students revel in “normal” prom
The juniors and seniors 

danced the night away at 
prom on Saturday, April 10th. 
The Dowd Activity Center 
and cafeteria were trans-
formed into an enchanted 
forest for the night. The Prom 
was filled with dancing, 
laughter, and fun as they cele-
brated the last school dance 
of the year.

Last year, prom was held 
late in the summer at Ag Park 
with less activities due to 
COVID-19 restrictions. This 
year, seniors had the privilege 
of attending prom at Scotus 
with a full meal, dance, and 
post prom.

Senior Katelyn Bayer 
said, “Last year, we did not 
have a post prom after prom. 
We also did not have a meal 
before dancing at prom. Last 
year, the parents supplied 
food that we could help our-
selves to at any time instead 
of having a designated time 
for a meal.”

The night started off with 
Mass at St. Isidore’s parish. 
Most students and many 
parents attended the service 
to prelude an enjoyable night 
ahead.

The meal was catered 

by Hy-Vee and consisted of 
a choice of steak or chicken 
and sides including green 
beans, baked potato, rolls, 
and a cupcake.

Senior Jaelyn Podolak 
said, “The dinner at prom 
was amazing. The dinner roll 
and cupcake left me speech-
less.”

The dance followed the 
meal, and many people were 
having fun on the dance 
floor dancing to great hits 
including “Sweet Caroline,” 
“Wobble,” “Cupid Shuffle,” 
and “Ice, Ice Baby.”

“Ben Policky had some 
sick moves in the dance 
circle and had a dance battle 
with Joel Schumacher. It was 
epic,” junior Grace Mustard 
said.

Post prom was held after 
the dance and hosted by the 
junior parents. It lasted until 
four in the morning and had 
many games such as Spike-
ball, a bouncy house obstacle 
course, Kan Jam, cornhole, a 
virtual reality trailer, a money 
machine, and karaoke.

“My favorite post prom 
activity was the obstacle 
course because I was able to 
dive headfirst over the hill we 
were supposed to climb up,” 
junior Eden Broberg said.

The main show of the 

night, however, was the 
hypnotist. A group of twenty 
seniors were part of the show 
and under the hypnotist’s 
spell.

“My favorite part of 
prom overall was the hypno-
tist that came for post prom. 
His whole show was so enter-
taining and mind-boggling! It 

was a great first prom experi-
ence!” Broberg said.

Throughout the 90-min-
ute performance, most of the 
group was mindlessly per-
forming actions the hypnotist 
told them to do.

Senior Alex Novicki 
said, “My favorite part of 
post prom was the hypnotist. 

I do not remember a thing.”
Following the hypnotist, 

prizes were drawn for the 
junior and senior classes. 
The big prizes included mini 
fridges, televisions, Lulu-
lemon backpacks, and Keurig 
coffee makers. Smaller prizes 
of cash and gift cards were 
given out as well. No student 

Juniors Audrey Sprunk, Makenna Svehla, Berlin Kluever, and other junior girls sing along to a song at prom 
in the Scotus cafeteria on April 10th. The theme for the dance was “Enchanted Forest.”

Angie Rusher/Journalism Advisor

Stations portray the Passion of Christ
Before going home for 

Easter break on March 31st, 
Scotus students gathered in 
the dim, candle-lit Dowd 
Activity Center to watch the 
presentation of Stations of the 
Cross. Stations of the Cross is 
a Scotus tradition, but many 
aspects of Stations were 
different this year. One major 
change was campus ministry 
advisors Dana Ritzdorf and 
Kelly Koranda supervising 
Stations for the first time. 

Also, unlike past years, 
all students were encour-
aged to participate – not just 
seniors. Because of these 
changes, the preparation pro-
cess required great sacrifice 
and patience from everyone 
involved. Senior Emily 
Ferguson played the part of 
Mary for the presentation.

“It was difficult to find 
time for everyone to practice 
together as a group,” Fergu-
son said. “Also, with new 
leadership and no one ever 
having been part of Stations 

By Noah Korth
Staff Reporter

before, it took time to figure 
everything out.”

Despite difficulties such 
as limited practice time and 
recasting roles, many stu-
dents involved felt that Sta-
tions was a triumph. Senior 
Josh Styskal was one of four 
narrators for the presentation. 

“I enjoyed watching 
it come together and then 
presenting it for the student 
body,” Styskal said. “The 
reflections read during the 
presentation are powerful and 
very applicable to our ev-
eryday lives. I hope students 
enjoyed the time of prayer 
and reflection before Easter 
break.”

One of the main premis-
es of Stations of the Cross is 
helping Christians contem-
plate the Passion of Christ 
on a deeper level. These 
reflections can be even more 
impactful through active 
participation in Stations.

“I enjoyed playing the 
role of Mary because I got to 
imagine what she was expe-
riencing during those hours 
when she was watching her 
Son suffer,” Ferguson said. 

“It was very humbling.”
Students are drawn to 

participate in Stations for a 
variety of reasons. For some, 
it’s just another activity to 
occupy their day. However, 
other students sought a deep-
er connection with their faith 
by signing up for Stations. 
Senior Maddie Blaser volun-
teered to help lead in sing-
ing response hymns during 
station transitions.

“I participated in Sta-
tions because I wanted to be 
able to grow closer to God 
during Holy Week,” Blaser 
said. “I think it is extremely 
important to get the school 
involved in more faith-based 
activities.”

Because Stations are per-
formed in front of the entire 
school, some students felt un-
easy about signing up. Senior 
Nicolas Schultz played the 
role of the good thief and one 
of Jesus’ Apostles. 

“Before Stations, I had 
never acted in front of the 
school,” Schultz said. “How-
ever, it is not as scary as you 
think it would be.”

Unlike many activities 

at Scotus, Stations requires 
little experience or skill to 
participate. It might demand 
some self-sacrifice, but that is 
part of bearing witness to the 

Passion of Christ.
“Participating in Stations 

is a Scotus tradition,” senior 
Janae Rusher said. “You 
don’t have to play Jesus or 

Mary, but you should still be 
a part of it because it is a very 
beautiful way to participate in 
Holy Week.”

Senior Nicolas Schultz and Ben Kamrath pose frozen in the spotlight for Sta-
tions of the Cross. The role of Jesus had to be reassigned after a scheduling 
conflict, and Kamrath was willing to take on the role last-minute.

Halle Langan / Yearbook Staff 

went home empty-handed.
Junior Vijay Wemhoff 

concluded, “[Prom was] a 
great time, and it’s fun to 
enjoy these last two years 
together with my class before 
everyone goes their separate 
ways.”
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