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Priestly presence returns to Scotus
By Grace Mustard

Staff Reporter

Ruby Martinez / Yearbook Staff

Father James Heithoff celebrates Mass at the senior retreat in 
August. Heithoff has filled the role of part-time school chaplain 
for Scotus this year.

Campus minister Dana Ritzdorf 
has been helping to institute a more 
Catholic setting the past two years 
after the moving of Scotus’ school 
chaplain. Ritzdorf is especially 
thankful for the impact Father 
James Heithoff has brought to the 
school to fill that void.

“The entire Catholicity com-
mittee agreed that we really need 
a priest presence in our school,” 
Ritzdorf said. “Because Fr. Heithoff 
had been around quite a bit, Mr. 
Ohnoutka thought of asking him if 
he’d be interested in being part-time 
chaplain. When he agreed to do it, it 
really worked out well for every-
one.”

Heithoff made appearances 
around Scotus before taking up 
Ohnoutka’s invitation including 
morning Masses and a couple of 
all-school Masses. At the end of 
last year, Mr. Ohnoutka presented 
Heithoff with the idea of spending 

more time at Scotus.
“The idea of that had not really 

occurred to me, but the more I 
thought about it, the more it ener-
gized me. I am always impressed 
by the energy and vitality of young 
people. Eventually, I took him up 
on his invitation. Since I am retired, 
I didn’t want to be an instructor 
but was interested in sitting in and 
visiting classes,” Heithoff said.

Heithoff retired from the priest-
hood in 2017 after 40 years as a 
pastor celebrating weekend Masses, 
weddings and Baptisms, visiting the 
sick and elderly, and presiding at 
funerals.

“Priesthood has certainly not 
been boring but a new opportuni-
ty each day to serve. Challenging 
– yes, but always meaningful,” 
Heithoff said.

In his years before retirement, 
Heithoff served as a pastor in 
several parishes in the Grand Island 
Diocese including in Grand Island, 
North Platte, Kearney, and more.

“I also served as Director of 

Scotus honors Petersen with gym floor Retreats 
come full 

circle
By Abee Hutchinson

Staff Reporter

By Kate Maguire
Staff Reporter

Taylor Dahl / Marketing Director

John Petersen stands behind his 25 state finals trophies on the newly finished “John Petersen 
Court.” The court was dedicated to Coach Petersen on September 16 before the Scotus vs. Aqui-
nas volleyball game.

The gym floors in the Dowd 
Activity Center are resurfaced 
about every 10-15 years. This last 
summer, it was the yellow gym 
floor’s turn to be replaced. The new 
floor that was installed has words on 
it which no other Scotus court has 
had. This is because of a man who 
has contributed so many champion-
ships for Scotus. Those words are 
‘John Petersen Court’.

The court was dedicated to 
John Petersen on September 16 
before the Scotus vs. Aquinas game, 
where he was given an encased 
volleyball and a picture of him-
self standing with all his trophies 
positioned on the court by his name. 
Petersen took the time to talk to 
those in attendance before the start 
of the volleyball game.

“A little over a year ago, coach 
Lahm called me up on the phone 
and asked to talk to me. I didn’t 
know what he was going to want. 
He came over and said they were 
going to redo the floor and what 
they wanted to do, with my permis-
sion, was to name the court after 
me. It was shocking, but really 
humbling,” Petersen said.

Petersen coached every state 
championship team that has used 
the old gym floor. Eighteen state 
championships and Petersen had 
been a part of all of them. The new 
floor was Scotus’ way of recogniz-
ing his legacy.

“Then Lahm said, ‘We want 
to honor you before you die’. We 
just laughed. He was being very 
facetious, but it was kind of funny. 
I mean I am very humbled by it, 
and it is a great honor, but it is also 
an honor for those who played and 

coached under me,” Petersen said.
Petersen may have never been 

the one to make a basket, serve up 
an ace, or get a kill himself, but 
he was the man who coached all 
the players who helped lead to the 
success of the teams.

During his 37 seasons of coach-
ing volleyball at Scotus, Petersen 
lead 27 teams to state with 15 state 
championships and 7 runner-up fin-
ishes. His volleyball teams went to 
the state finals 14 years in a row and 
went on a 115-match winning streak 
from 2001-2004, which is unheard 
of in Nebraska high school sports. 
He compiled a head coaching record 
in volleyball of 863-136.

Not only did he have a great 
career as the volleyball coach, but 
he was also the head girls’ basket-
ball coach for 23 seasons leading 
teams to 3 state championships and 
one runner-up finish. He compiled a 
head coaching record in basketball 
of 358-148.

“Sometimes it’s difficult to 
imagine all the things that happened 
and all the success that we had. 
When everything was going on and 
we were getting to the state tour-
nament year after year and doing 
really well with winning state cham-
pionships, sometimes I didn’t enjoy 
it as much as I should have because 
I was focused on the next year,” 

Petersen said. “So, I think I appre-
ciate it more now than I did then. 
Looking back, its hard to imagine 
the success we had, but it wasn’t 
just me. I would like to think I was 
a part of it, but I had great people to 
work with and great kids to coach.”

Petersen was awarded nine 
coach of the year honors, and in 
2012, he was named the National 
Coach of the Year by the Nation-
al High School Athletic Coaches 
Association. Petersen retired from 
coaching at Scotus after the 2013 
season, but his legacy and floor will 
never be forgotten.

In the early days of fall, Scotus 
sees a full circle of events with the 
seventh grade and senior retreats 
just under a month away from each 
other. Seventh grader Salette Adame 
was excited about seeing how much 
the seniors had learned in their time 
at Scotus.  

“The most memorable part of 
the seventh-grade retreat was writ-
ing letters to our future senior selves 
that we will read later on in our 
Scotus journey,” Adame said.

The letters that the students 
write as seventh graders are kept 
and given back to them at their se-
nior retreat. Senior Nathaniel Eisen-
menger enjoyed looking back and 
seeing how much he has changed in 
the past five years.

“The best part of the senior re-
treat was reading our seventh-grade 
letters. I didn’t even remember 
writing them, so it was an amazing 
surprise and really made me reflect 
on how I’ve grown,” Eisenmenger 
said. 

The senior retreat was held on 
August 16 at Timberlake Ranch 
Camp and was an all-day event. The 
senior class started their day with 
Mass outside and exploring the area. 
The seniors spent the day playing 
volleyball and soccer, swimming, 
canoeing, and getting launched off 
of a large inflatable tube, called the 
blob, into the lake.

 Senior Payton Schroeder grew 
closer to his classmates during an 
activity that involved turning off the 
lights and turning on a candle when 
the student agreed with a statement.

“Seeing everyone else having 
the same thoughts on their future in 
the circle really comforted me and 
knowing that God will there for all 
of our battles,” Schroeder said. 

The seventh-grade retreat was 
held on the afternoon of September 
10 in the Memorial Hall. This was 
a time for the seventh graders to get 
to know each other and try to know 
God a little more. The students 
participated in ice-breakers, games, 
small group discussions, and Adora-
tion. The seventh graders listened to 
testimonies given by seniors Chris 
Adame and Camille Cox. 

Seventh-grader Lillian Miller 
enjoyed getting the opportunity to 
grow closer to God.

“Adoration was amazing. The 
music was beautiful and hit a soft 
part in my heart. The stories that the 
seniors shared were also inspiring. 
It is amazing how much God does 
for us,” Miller said.

The retreats are a time meant 
for learning more about classmates 
and God. Seventh-graders can 
see how much growing they have 
left and seniors can look back and 
admire how much they have grown 
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(above) Seniors Makenna 
Svehla, Grace Mustard, and 
Chloe Walker canoe during 
the senior retreat on August 
16th at Timberlake Ranch 
Camp. Along with team build-
ing activities and prayer, the 
seniors participated in volley-
ball, soccer, obstacle courses, 
and swimming.
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Vocations for the Diocese of Grand 
Island. This ministry involved 
visiting with young men consider-
ing a vocation to the priesthood and 
accompanying them during their 
years in the seminary. It was always 
rewarding to see a seminarian be 
ordained a priest,” Heithoff said.

Heithoff’s ministry at Scotus 
boiled down to two goals for him: 
to help students appreciate the Cath-
olic faith and to help them under-
stand the faith.

“For me as a priest, everything 
begins with the Lord as we cele-
brate Eucharist, and everything ends 
with the Eucharist as we come to 
give praise and thanks,” Heithoff 
said. “In all my years as a priest, I 
have had the opportunity to bring 

the Lord to others, but people have 
also brought the Lord to me in so 
many ways, and I am sure that will 
be same here at Scotus.”

Heithoff will be visiting each 
religion class and participating on 
subject matter students are cover-
ing. His perspective will be from a 
Catholic priest and fellow Catholic 
helping others to understand and 
appreciate the faith.

“I will be at school on Tues-
days, Wednesday mornings, and 
Thursdays. If I am not visiting a 
classroom or celebrating Mass, I 
will be in my office, Room 305. Stu-
dents are always welcome to stop 
by to say ‘Hello’ or to visit as they 
wish,” Heithoff concluded.

in their past years at Scotus. Senior 
Eden Broberg enjoyed seeing how 
far she had come in her time at 
Scotus. 

Broberg concluded, “I definite-
ly grew closer to God with be-
coming more confident in the gifts 
and talents that He has given me. 

I have accepted the person He has 
made me to be, and I want to share 
my happiness and positivity with 
everyone.”

(left) Seventh grader Kea-
gan Bowen and senior Ruby 
Martinez paticipate in an 
activity at the seventh grade 
retreat in Memorial Hall on 
September 10th. The retreat 
included small group discus-
sions, ice-breaker games, and 
Adoration.

Gavin Brabec / Rock Bottom Staff
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Mental illness needs compassion

Becoming the prolife generation

R e v i v e d  R o w d y  D o w d i e sR e v i v e d  R o w d y  D o w d i e s

By Claire Rickert
Staff Reporter

By Lily Dohmen
Staff Reporter

“Love one another as 
I have loved you” (John 
13:34). Everyone knows this, 

but the question is if we truly 
live our lives accordingly. 
Many people today personal-
ly struggle with mental health 
issues, or they know of some-
one who does. This topic is 
often hard to talk about and is 
overlooked or thrown under 
the bus. It is time to make a 
change and bring attention to 
the general problems sur-
rounding mental illnesses. 

Life can often be 
overwhelming. Plans can go 
wrong, stress can build up, 
and people can fail to meet 
the line of general expecta-
tions. Many individuals have 
struggled with maintaining 
good mental health. This is 
shown to be true when look-
ing at common statistics. The 

number of people who are 
facing any type of emotional 
disorders now compared to 
older generations has risen 
immensely. According to the 
CDC, the number of individ-
uals between 1999 and 2014 
who are using antidepressants 
has increased by 64%. This 
should be seen as a red flag. 
It is time to take a stand. The 
first step to be taken is to ed-
ucate ourselves on this topic. 

A common stigma is 
that people are too sensitive 
and soft of heart. There are 
many flawed aspects within 
this argument, and people 
should be more careful with 
what they say. This outward 
opinion can encourage others 
to bottle up their feelings and 

be reluctant towards getting 
help. Having a mental illness 
is not a choice. No one has 
ever willingly chosen to suf-
fer mentally. Our world often 
refuses to be understand-
ing of one another. It is so 
important to be there for each 
other and follow up as well. 
Today, it is common that peo-
ple turn against each other. 
However, this avoidable hate 
needs to stop. It is necessary 
to keep in mind that no one 
knows what anyone else is 
personally going through. 
The smallest details can make 
a dramatic difference. For 
example, a simple smile or 
gesture toward someone who 
may be left out frequently 
could make their day.

When reflecting on 
your own mental health or 
another’s, keep in mind that 
prayer is essential. God is 
bigger than every anxiety, 
fear, high, and low. Praying 
for one another can have an 
enormous impact in every-
one’s life. Many often forget 
that Jesus was betrayed and 
heartbroken, so he can relate 
to our hardships personally. If 
anyone is struggling internal-
ly with something, remember 
it is okay to ask for help. It is 
such a brave step, and there 
are so many people who are 
willing to lead others in a 
better direction. Stepping up 
for oneself or others is cou-
rageous, and it is an inspiring 
motive. 

Overall, mental health 
is a pressing issue in today’s 
society. Genuine kindness is 
extremely important and nec-
essary. When taking steps to 
provide awareness, remember 
to reach out to others even 
when it is difficult. It may 
be hard at times, but praying 
is also impactful. Love one 
another and be authentic. 
Let’s make a change and 
support one another through 
this journey we call life. Each 
and every person was created 
with a significant purpose, 
and it is important that every-
one knows they were put on 
this earth for a reason. 

According to liveaction.
org, every ninety seconds an 
abortion happens at Planned 
Parenthood. 2,363 babies 
die each day. Abortions are 
a physical and emotional 
living, changing event. Abor-

tions end lives, and the babies 
can never regain them. Today, 
abortion is at its lowest rate 
since 1973. Together, lets 
become the prolife generation 
and save the babies. 

Prochoice believers say 
a baby is “a clump of cells” 
and women have the right to 
choose. A baby is a person, 
and, as people, we are all “a 
clump of cells.” “A clump of 
cells” with a heartbeat. When 
a baby dies from abortion, 
they are being murdered, 
because they have a heartbeat 
which means they are a living 
human being.

This September the 
state of Texas passed the 
Texas Heartbeat Law. This 
law bans abortion after six 
weeks of pregnancy or when 
a heartbeat is detected. Most 
women during this six-week 

range do not even know they 
are pregnant yet. There are 
no exceptions to this law 
even for the causes of rape or 
incest. Any citizen in the state 
of Texas can anonymously 
report others to a website 
if they seem suspicious of 
violating the heartbeat law. 
Private citizens have the 
power to sue providers. For 
example, these providers 
could be the abortion clinic 
or even the person giving the 
woman a ride to the clinic. 
John Seago, a Texas Right to 
Life member, said, “These 
lawsuits are not against the 
women.” These lawsuits are 
against the clinics. Texas 
prolife activists hope this new 
heartbeat law will encourage 
other conservative states to 
pass similar laws. 

To become the prolife 

generation, people should 
be aware of their own state’s 
abortion laws. Nebraska 
abortion laws are different 
than the new Texas law. After 
twenty weeks of pregnancy, 
abortion becomes a felony 
unless it is vital to a woman’s 
life or health. If an abortion 
happens after twenty weeks 
and it is not life threatening 
to a woman, then the physi-
cian can have up to five years 
of jail time and a fine up 
to $10,000. Once a woman 
receives a date and time for 
her abortion, she must wait 
twenty-four hours before she 
says yes to the clinic. During 
these twenty-four hours, she 
must go through counseling.

There are many prolife 
organizations. For exam-
ple, Students for Life, Live 
Action, and Let Them Live. 

Students for Life is an organi-
zation for students in middle 
school, high school, and col-
lege. Students for Life have 
experienced growth since 
they started. They went from 
100 groups to 1,250 groups in 
the past fourteen years. Their 
slogan is “Belong, believe, 
behave.” Live Action is one 
of the world’s leading prolife 
and human rights organiza-
tions. It was founded by Lila 
Rose at the age of fifteen. 
Their slogan is “Educate, 
expose, inspire and activate.” 
Live Action’s mission is 
to educate others about the 
preborn, expose the abuse 
of human rights, and inspire 
and activate a voice for the 
voiceless. Let Them Live is 
an organization that offers 
women financial assistance 
if they cannot afford having 

a baby. They host fundraisers 
for women on their website 
and have a volunteer pro-
gram. The volunteer program 
allows students to have a se-
mester long internship, peo-
ple can become social media 
ambassadors, or people can 
adopt-a-mom. Adopt-a-mom 
is an event where churches 
adopt a woman who is con-
sidering abortion. 

We can become the 
prolife generation by joining 
Students for Life, Live Ac-
tion, or Let Them Live. We 
can go on the March for Life 
with our school or participate 
in the Life Chain. Abortion 
ends innocent lives. Lets 
save those innocent babies 
together. 

Jumping on the bleach-
ers, trying to see the new 

cheer up on the senior white 
board, and cheering as loud 
as possible has become a part 
of every Scotus student’s 
weekly night entertainment. 
In previous years, this state-
ment has been a big fib. Par-
ticipation was an issue. This 
year, the upperclassmen have 
taken it upon themselves to 
take the student section from 
meh to monumental. The stu-
dent section this year is much 
better than previous years.

A big problem with 
participation in the student 
section the past few years 
has been kids going on their 
phones instead of watching 
the game. There is more 
interest in the game this year 

due to a variety of reasons, 
including better cheers. With 
fewer phones, there is more 
interaction in cheering and 
supporting the team playing.

Having more students 
come to watch the games has 
also contributed to this year’s 
outmatched student section. 
In previous years, the turnout 
has not been this great. At 
the past few games, there 
have been up to 100 students, 
which has to be an all-time 
high.

With more interaction 
comes more fun. In recent 
years, there has not been as 
much energy because of lack 
of interest in the game itself. 
The student section this year 

has much more energy due to 
the increase of interaction.

The upperclassman are 
also trying to vary the cheers 
by game, so it is not the same 
old cheers every game. This 
makes both participating in 
the student section and play-
ing the game more fun.

Some say this newfound 
enthusiasm is not as good as 
it may seem. Arguing they fo-
cus more on making a specta-
cle of themselves rather than 
supporting the team. Others 
worry the student section 
sometimes gets out of hand 
with certain cheers. Though 
this is somewhat true, the 
student section still supports 
the team greatly.

The student section 
looks better when every-
one wears the theme. With 
frequent changes, it is hard 
for students to keep up with 
the theme. To resolve this 
problem, I created a Rowdy 
Dowdies Remind group. In 
this group, I send reminders 
about the theme, time, and 
place. The code is @rowdy-
do, so, students, please join!

While these changes 
are great, there is one thing 
the student section will 
never change. After every 
game, students sit down and 
quiet themselves for prayer. 
Everyone prays three Hail 
Mary’s together and thanks 
our Mother Mary, Queen of 

Victory, whether it was a win 
or loss.

“I really like when we 
pray at the student section af-
ter the game, it really shows 
unity in Christ in all that we 
do,” eighth grader Sydney 
Stuart said.

I believe the student 
section is still a work in prog-
ress. Yes, it has made major 
advances, but it has a ways to 
go before it is truly magnifi-
cent. We need to find a way 
to keep the same energy and 
excitement, but at the same 
time, think of cheers and 
ways to help the team out.  
Go Rocks!

By Cami Cox
Staff Reporter

Claire Rickert/ Rock Bottom Staff
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Volleyball works to continue success

Young trailblazers take off toward victory

G o l f  d o m i n a t e s  c o m p e t i t i o n
Jasmine Jackson / RockBottom Staff

Sophomores Jude Maguire and Alex Medina race together in the Scotus home 
meet September 16th, Lutjelusche Course. Maguire finished the race in 19 min-
utes and 32 seconds; Medina finished in 20 minutes and 23 seconds.

Halle Langan / Yearbook Staff

Ashley Steiner /Yearbook Staff

Senior Chloe Walker celebrates with her team and fans in their home game 
against Kearney Catholic on September 16th. Walker is one of the six seniors 
who start this year.

Senior Avery Dierman tees off at the Lakeview Invite that took place at Quail 
Run on September 9th, 2021. The team placed second.

With six starting seniors, 
the Shamrock volleyball team 
has high hopes for this sea-
son. The team has played in 
four tournaments so far with 
only one game in between 
each one. They started off 
with a hard loss to Kearney 
Catholic, but soon made it 
up by winning six games in a 
row, with five of the six being 
tournament matches. 

“I’m really proud of their 
effort and pleased where we 
are at right now,” head coach 
Janet Tooley said.

The team won two big 
tournament matches against 
Platteview and Hardington 
Cedar Catholic at the Scotus 
Invitational but lost their 
third game to Lakeview.

They also lost their 
match against Wayne but put 
up a good fight as the game 
went five sets.

“Our big word is consis-
tency, because at times we do 

all big aspects of the game 
well, and it is just a matter 
of consistently putting those 
things together point in and 
point out,” Tooley said.

They competed in the 
two-day Malcolm tournament 
and came out with only one 
loss to Lincoln Lutheran, 
and four wins against four 
different teams, Fairbury, Fort 
Calhoun, Elmwood-Mur-
dock, and Louisville. 

“The Malcolm tourna-
ment stands out the most 
because by playing tough 
teams like Lincoln Lutheran, 
we learned the speed of play 
has to be faster in order to be 
top in the state,” senior libero 
Kate Maguire said.

With more games under 
their belt, the Shamrocks 
have figured out the skills 
they need to improve on.

They swept Aquinas in 
three quick sets on September 
16th for their eleventh win of 
the season.

The team has a wide 
variety of ages playing 
consistently on varsity. There 

are six seniors, three juniors, 
one sophomore, and one 
freshman. Compared to last 
year’s three seniors, having 
six is rare. All six seniors are 
on the court together in a few 
rotations.

“My favorite part about 
playing volleyball is being a 
senior this year and celebrat-
ing with the other five seniors 
on the court,” senior setter 
Audrey Sprunk said.

The Shamrocks have 
been working on improving a 
variety of skills as they move 
into the second half of the 
season.

“We are also focusing on 
keeping that first ball men-
tality, first serve, first pass, 
to get us started in the right 
direction,” Tooley said.

In a big week of compe-
tition, they came out with a 
total of three wins. Two in a 
triangular they hosted with 
Battle Creek and Crofton 
on Tuesday, and one five set 
road win against Lincoln 
Christian on Thursday.

The team played Lakev-

iew again at home and lost in 
four close sets.

With a winning record 
and power points in conten-

tion, the Shamrocks are in 
good standing. The voleey-
ball team will travel to the 
conference this Thursday and 

3.1 miles is equal to a 
total of 16,368 feet, which is 

the length of the races that 
cross country runners partake 
in. Running this distance is 
no easy task, but the run-
ners from Scotus manage to 
persevere over this daunting 
task every week over the 

duration of the cross country 
season. But this year, the 
athletes from Scotus are not 
only small in members, but 
are younger than ever as well. 
Only a few seniors are on the 
team, so everyone needs to 

pull their weight in the races. 
However, age doesn’t mean 
everything, and even though 
this team is younger and 
smaller, they are still finding 
plenty of success.

 “Before every race all 
the high school girls take a 
sharpie and write encourag-
ing messages on our arms,” 
junior Lily Dohmen said.

Every little bit of moti-
vation helps get these athletes 
across the finish line. So far, 
they have completed more 
than a few meets with their 
results only improving over 
time.

  The first prop-
er meet the cross country 
team participated in was at 
Boone Central. The girls had 
one medalist being junior 
Whitney Klug at 16th place 
with three others placing top 
40. Both sophomores Jude 
Maguire and Kamren Kudron 
medaled for the Scotus boys 
with Maguire placing 14th 
and Kudron placing 20th. The 
boys team placed 5th overall 
and the girls placed 7th.   

 “The best part about the 
meets is the atmosphere and 
the tough competition during 
the race,” Maguire said.

 Wahoo Invitational was 

the second meet of the sea-
son. The top Scotus runners 
for the girls were senior Liz 
Adamy at 19th and Whitney 
Klug at 20th, helping their 
team place 5th overall out of 
12 teams. For the boys team, 
Jude Maguire placed 23rd, 
Kameron Kudron placed 
26th, and sophomore Caleb 
Schumacher placed 28th. 
The team placement for the 
Scotus boys was 6th out of 14 
teams.

 “My favorite apart at a 
meet is being done with the 
race and playing music for 
the boys and junior high to 
help them with their races,” 
sophomore Josie Silva said.

 The Scotus home meet 
took place on September 16th, 
which is when the Scotus 
team really started to shine. 
Whitney Klug placed 7th 
for the girls team with Liz 
Adamy placing 14th and 
sophomore Serena Swiatek 
24th. Many of the Scotus boys 
managed to place in the top 
30 with Jude Maguire leading 
the group in 14th place. Fol-
lowing Maguire was soph-
omore Logan Erickson who 
placed 17th, Kamren Kudron 
at 19th, and Alex Medina at 
27th.

“My favorite parts about 
the meets is after we run, we 
cheer on the other racers. 
Meets are probably one of 
my top favorite things about 
cross country.” Adamy said

 At the Boone Central 
Meet, the Scotus cross coun-
try team found great success 
with Liz Adamy placing 4th 
for the senior girls. Whitney 
Klug placed first for the 
junior girls and Lily Dohmen 
placed 5th. Jude Maguire 
Placed first for the sophmore 
boys with Logan Erickson 
placing 2nd and Kamren Ku-
don placed 3rd. Both the girls 
and the boys teams placed 
first out of all the teams.

 Later this season the 
team will compete at Mal-
colm Branched Oak Lake 
for districts on Oct. 14, and 
the team hopes to compete at 
state. The state competition 
will take place on October 22 
at 12:30 p.m. in Kearney.

 Adamy concluded, 
“Even though not a lot of 
people do cross country, the 
bonds you make turn our 
friendships into a family, and 
the memories you make will 
last a lifetime.”

This year Scotus has 
been successful in many 
activities, one of them being 
golf. The Scotus girls golf 
team has leapt into their fall 
season with success and 
hopes ahead. The team had 
a total of eleven meets, and 
they have won numerous 
times so far. 

“I think we have a really 
good and experienced team 
this year!” senior Alaina 
Dierman said. “I think it will 
end up going really well.”

 The Lakeview Invite 
took place on September 9th 
at the Quail Run Golf Course. 
The golf team did well, and 
they placed runner-up. Soph-
omore Cecilia Arndt also 
broke a school record with a 
score of 73 strokes. 

“My most memorable 
meet has been the Lakeview 
Invite because I broke the 
school record with a 73. It 
was an extremely rewarding 
experience for all of us,” 
Arndt stated.

On September 11th, the 
team attended the Aurora 
Invite at the Poco Creek 
Golf Course. As a team, they 
received first place. Along 
with winning the meet, se-
niors Halle Langan and Abee 
Hutchinson, juniors Ella 
Nahorny and Kaelyn Dier-
man, and sophomore Arndt 
medaled individually. 

The team made more big 
moves later in the month. On 
September 23rd, the team set 
the school record for most 
invites won in one season, 
both boys and girls, along 
with Arndt setting a record 
for most invites won in one 
season both boys and girls, 
and most career wins, both 
boys and girls. 

“I think the team’s recent 
surge of sucess has been 
brought by the confidence in 
ourselves and our teammates.  
Also, we spend everyday, 
sometimes all day, together 
so we push each other to be 
the best,” Langan said.

On September 24th, the 
team participated in the Cen-
tennial Conference Cham-
pionship. Arndt placed first 

with a score of 78. Senior 
Avery Dierman placed 7th 
with a score of 94. Kaelyn 
Dierman ended with a score 
of 96 and received 9th place. 
Alaina Dierman received 10th 
place with a score of 98, and 
Langan ended with a score of 
100. Overall, the team had a 
score of 366, which resulted 
in them being the Centennial 
Conference Champions. 

“I love how close we are 
as a team, and I love being 
able to go out and play and 
leave my worries behind,” 
Alaina Dierman explained. 

District golf takes place 
on October 4th at Crooked 
Creak Golf Course in Lin-
coln, Nebraska. October 11 
and 12th is state golf which 
will be located at Elk’s Coun-
try Club here in Columbus, 
Nebraska. 

“I think I can speak for 
everyone when I say we 
want and expect to win both 
Districts and State. We are 
encouraged by the deals we 
made coach at the beginning 
of the season,” Kaelyn Dier-
man said.

Saturday.
“Catch us at state in 

November,” senior Grace 
Mustard said.

By Kavan Splittgerber
Staff Reporter

By Claire Rickert
Staff Reporter

By Cami Cox
Staff Reporter
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Football kicks off with win streak

Tennis improves skills for victory

By Gavin Brabec
Staff Reporter

By Lily Dohmen
Staff Reporter

Gavin Brabec / Rock Bottom Staff

Senior wide receiver Chance Bailey runs the ball to score a touchdown during 
the Aquinas game at Memorial Stadium on September 10th. The Rocks defeated 
their rivals with a 28 - 21 win. 

Sophomore Frank Fehringer serves the ball in a singles match during the Co-
lumbus tournament at Pawnee Park on September 4th. Fehringer also plays 
doubles with Carter Goc or Alex Zoucha. 

Scotus football has made 
a strong return for the season 

beginning with a winning 
streak of five games. This 
streak has given them domi-
nance and notability thus far 
this season in Class C-1.

The team is rebounding 
from a 4-5 record from their 

previous season and currently 
holds a record of 5-0. The 
team has hopes of improving 
along the way and ultimately 
making an appearance at the 
playoffs.

“We have started out 

really well. I think we were 
flying under the radar from 
a lot of people. We surprised 
ourselves in certain capaci-
ties, but the players have put 
in a ton of time and effort. I 
am pleased with the focus, 
leadership, and grit they 
have,” head coach Tyler 
Linder said.

The first game of the 
season was on August 27th at 
home against Wahoo. The ex-
citement began quickly with 
senior wide receiver Garrett 
Oakley scoring a touchdown 
only a couple minutes into 
the game. Other scorers in-
cluded senior captain Devon 
Borchers and junior quarter-
back Trenton Cielocha. The 
Shamrocks fought for a 31-14 
win.

“It felt really great to get 
the first game under our belt. 
After that win, our confidence 
increased, and we realized we 
can play with the best teams 
in the state,” Oakley said.

Following the Wahoo 
win, the Shamrocks traveled 
to Omaha to play the Concor-
dia Mustangs on September 
3rd. The team found their 
momentum quickly and se-
cured a great win with a final 

score of 63-20. Borchers tied 
a school record scoring six 
touchdowns in the game.

“We were all clicking 
during the Concordia game. 
The line had great open holes 
to run through, and we exe-
cuted the game plan well,” 
Borchers stated.

On September 10th, the 
Rocks were back at Memorial 
Stadium and played the C-2 
second ranked Aquinas Mon-
archs. Junior wide receiver 
Jack Faust had many success-
ful catches and runs. The in-
tense game left both sides on 
the edge of their seats until 
Borchers scored a touchdown 
in the last minute securing 
the win for the Shamrocks. 
Senior wide receiver Chance 
Bailey and Oakley also 
scored touchdowns, contrib-
uting to the 28-21 win.

“The Aquinas game was 
a lot of fun. Our offense has 
been playing well, and it 
felt great to get the win in a 
long-standing rivalry,” Faust 
said.

The boys traveled to 
Battle Creek on September 
17th and played the Braves. 
The game concluded with a 
28-21 victory for the Sham-

The Columbus High 
co-op tennis team has been 
off to a challenging start this 
season, but they have been 
improving their skills at 
practice. 

Junior Ted Fehringer is 
in his third year with tennis 
team. 

“We are working on our 
fundamentals to increase 
our chances of victory. This 
includes our serves and our 
ground strokes,” Fehringer 
said. 

Even though the boys 
have not had many wins, they 
have gone to many tourna-
ments, invitationals, and 
duals.

Sophomore Frank 
Fehringer has been playing 
varsity tennis for two years. 

“The Columbus tourna-
ment was my favorite meet 
because the competition was 
not very good,” Fehringer 
said.

Frank Fehringer won two 
of his three #1 singles games 
at the Columbus tournament. 

The tournament was held on 
September 4, 2021. 

Junior Bohden Jedlicka 
has been playing tennis for 
three years and is #1 on the 
ladder this year. 

“I liked competing with 
the good teams in Omaha,” 
Jedlicka said. “They are good 
because they can play year-
round and have more single 
sport athletes.”

Every Friday the boys 
have “Fun Fridays.” This 
helps them focus on improv-
ing their skills and have fun. 

Junior Blake Wemhoff 
has been playing tennis for 
two years, and this is his first 
year on varsity. 

“Fun Fridays are when 
we basically play games,” 
Wemhoff said. 

Tennis is not just a team 
sport but also an individual 
sport. Players play either 
singles matches, doubles 
matches, or both. 

“I like doubles more 
than singles because I enjoy 
playing with someone and 
playing at the net,” Jedlicka 
said.

Jedlicka and his doubles 
partner Ted Fehringer won 

both their #1 doubles matches 
at the Grand Island dual 
and at the South Sioux City 
Invite. 

“I like doubles more be-
cause I can sit at the net and 
slam the ball when it comes 
to me,” Wemhoff said. 

Wemhoff and Alex 
Zoucha won both their #2 
doubles matches at the South 
Sioux City and the Lincoln 
East Invites. 

“I prefer singles because 
I like having the whole court 
to make my shots,” Ted Feh-
ringer said. 

Ted Fehringer won 
his #1 singles match at the 
Millard North Invite and his 
#2 singles match at the South 
Sioux City dual. 

Frank Fehringer has won 
four #1 singles matches and 
one #3 singles match.  

“I like singles more 
because I like taking every 
shot,” Frank Fehringer said. 
“Tennis is with a great group 
of kids, and I enjoy it.” 

The next tennis meet is 
Friday October 7th at 4:30 
P.M. at Pawnee Park against 
the Norfolk Panthers.

Emma Lindhorst / Yearbook Staff

rocks. Borchers was the lead 
scorer with three touchdowns 
during the game. Senior wide 
receiver Nolan Fleming also 
scored a touchdown.

“The defense stepped up 
and took control of the game. 
Nolan Fleming’s touchdown 
right before halftime gave us 
the confidence we needed to 
score more and play strongly 
in the second half,” senior 
running back Zane Beier-
mann stated.

West Point Beemer paid 
a visit to the home field on 
September 24th. The game 
resulted in a 13-6 win with 
touchdowns from Beiermann 
and Borchers. The Rocks 
played North Bend Central 
away on October 1st. They 
will play Schuyler at home, 
this Friday night, on October 
8th.

“I want to be better every 
single week. We must focus 
wholeheartedly on every one 
of our opponents. As a coach, 
I like seeing a polished prod-
uct, so if we can eliminate 
mistakes and reduce turn-
overs, that is what I want to 
see,” Linder concluded.

Maysa Kuhl / Rock Bottom Staff
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Scotus Central Catholic 
has been standing for nearly 
140 years, and throughout 
its long existence, it has 
undergone many changes. 
The Summer of 2021 was no 
different as the school went 
through a few upgrades to 
improve the overall function 
for both students and staff 
alike. 

“We always want to 
continuously be in motion 
on trying to improve the 
experience that we all have 
here,” Scotus president Jeff 
Ohnoutka said. 

Various improvements 
included the new lighting 
system brought into the class-
rooms, the new road on the 
south side of the school along 
with the removal of the trees 
there, and all new buses that 
have yet to arrive.

One of the most notice-
able changes is the new LED 
lighting that was installed in 
the classrooms. 

Kavan Splittgerber / Rock Bottom Staff

Scotus Central Catholic recently removed all the trees on the south side of the 
school. This newly opened up area may be transformed into parking at a later 
date.

Upgrades completed to improve experiences
By Kavan Splittgerber

Staff Reporter

By Grace Mustard
Staff Reporter

By Jasmine Jackson
Staff Reporter

“I’m really happy 
with the changes made to 
the lighting in the school,” 
Ohnoutka said. “The LED 
lighting makes a big differ-
ence, the classes are much 
brighter, and it’s a cost saving 

measure.”
 The new lighting pres-

ents brighter classrooms that 
makes the school as a whole 
feel much more welcoming.

The road on the south 
side of the school was com-

pletely redone but now looks 
better than ever. These looks 
aren’t just for show as driving 
over the road is a much 
smoother experience. Sadly, 
the large trees along that 
road had to leave as it was a 

project being looked at by the 
school for a long time.

“The old trees were rath-
er large trees, so they were 
getting into our septic lines 
and uprooting the sidewalk. I 
hated to see the big trees go, 
but from a school standpoint 
it was something that we 
needed to do,” Ohnoutka 
said.

School activities 
have been using buses to 
get around for years, and 
although this method of 
transportation is not being re-
placed, it is being improved. 

“No doubt that the cur-
rent buses that we use have 
been a major disappointment 
with how many repairs we 
need to have. In January we 
expect two brand new 2022 
buses that will provide our 
school with reliable trans-
portation, which is of utmost 
importance to us,” Ohnoutka 
said.

With these new buses 
promising a much more ef-
ficient service, the old buses 
will be forced to retire.

This trend of upgrades 

does by no means plan on 
stopping as more upgrades 
are already being planned. 

“One project that we do 
have our eye on is trying to 
improve the north end of the 
building where everybody 
comes in. We want to create 
a situation where all the cold 
air doesn’t rush through 
there, maybe to create an-
other entrance to deflect cold 
air and improve the heating 
in the girls’ locker room,” 
Ohnoutka said. “We are also 
looking to improve the hot 
water system here in Scotus 
by bringing someone in who 
can get better flow through-
out our building and help 
the hot water get to different 
places more quickly.”

For nearly 140 years, 
Scotus Central Catholic has 
been upgrading its various 
facilities and functions to im-
prove everyone’s experience. 
With more improvements 
under Scotus’s belt than ever 
before, the school only plans 
to continue growing in every 
way possible for its students 
and staff.

S p a n i s h  t r i e s  n e w  s o l u t i o n s
With the retirement of 

Mrs. Gail Bomar, who taught 
Spanish IV at Scotus, this left 
Mrs. Jo Moody teaching all 
Spanish classes Scotus had to 
offer in the 2020-2021 school 
year. 

When Moody announced 
her news of leaving, Scotus 
brought in an instructor from 
Central Community College. 
Professor Juan Lara agreed 
to take on the challenge of 
teaching the fourth year of 
Spanish for the seniors at 
Scotus. Professor Lara has 
been teaching at CCC in 
Columbus for 17 years.

“I had actually known 
several staff and faculty here, 
so I thought it would be nice 
to go back and see some of 
the kids I had gone on trips 
with,” Lara said. “With high 
school students, there’s a lot 
of energy, so I wanted to be a 
part of that.”

Students taking this 
course are able to receive col-
lege credit. There were still 
some concerns the Spanish 
IV students had about taking 
the class.

Grace Mustard / Rock Bottom Staff
Professor Juan Lara from Central Community College lectures to his class of 
Spanish IV students. All Spanish classes, I through IV, at Scotus are taught by 
instructors from outside the building. 

“The first day we walked 
into class, everything was 
in Spanish. To say we were 
overwhelmed is an under-
statement,” senior Alaina 
Dierman commented. “After 
a few days, we were much 
more comfortable with the 
class.”

With Spanish IV taken 
care of, Scotus still needed 
a fix for the lower levels 
of Spanish. Principal Jeff 
Ohnoutka found another 
solution by reaching out to 
other schools who had expe-
rienced the online version of 
the class.

“There is no question 
that in certain teaching areas 
there is a shortage of appli-
cants across the state. Span-
ish is definitely one of those 
areas,” Ohnoutka explained. 
“We advertised for a few 
months, but it became clear 
to me that we were going to 
have to start looking at other 
options.”

The Rider Spanish 
program is the company 
Scotus found a solution with. 
The program includes online 
classes with twenty-min-
ute live zoom sessions. An 
obvious challenge among 

students taking Spanish 1 or 
2 is the virtual learning. Both 
classes are taught online, and 
Scotus brought in a teacher 
to proctor and help students 
in class.

“Online learning is much 
more difficult than learning 
from a teacher who is in the 
class. It’s easier to learn when 
you can ask questions, go 
into their room in the morn-
ings, and have a one-on-one 
experience with your teach-
er,” freshman Jessica Jackson 
commented.

 Mrs. Kristi Heng was 
hired to facilitate and help 
the students maneuver their 
online studies. With a total of 
125 students per day and six 
classes of Spanish I and II, 
Heng has a full class sched-
ule.

“I prepare and admin-
ister weekly study packets 
to all students, keep track 
of all daily work, adminis-
ter bi-weekly tests, grade 
assignments and tests, relay 
questions and concerns to 
the on-line teachers,” Heng 
explained. “Most importantly, 
I help the students to remain 
organized and current in all 
assignments, so they do not 

fall behind with this course 
which is continually moving 
forward.”

Despite the challenges 
Scotus students and faculty 
faced, the Spanish classes are 

running smoothly and setting 
students up for success.

“Spanish this year has 
been a learning experience 
for all of us. We are tackling 
this transition together as a 

school and making the best of 
the situation handed to us,” 
senior Gavin Brabec con-
cluded.

Change of service sparks change of heart

Throughout all of Sco-
tus’ 140 years of education, 
one theme has persevered: 
service. Students have accu-

Jasmine Jackson / Rock Bottom Staff
Senior Stephanie Hoenk tunes her trombone with St. Anthony’s student Jake 
Hespin during their lesson. Hoenk has been mentoring Hespin in the trombone 
for her service project.

mulated thousands of hours 
dedicated to serving their 
school, church, family, and 
community. Until this year, 
students were required to 
complete service hours with 
those tiers in mind, submit-

ting hours to their respective 
religion teachers, such as 
Tyler Linder, teacher of up-
perclassmen theology. 

 “We started to see a 
growing trend of impersonal 
service,” Linder said, “We 

had students submitting 
obligations like babysitting. 
While those are wonderful 
deeds, they don’t go outside 
of personal responsibility.”

Service hours have now 
been converted into service 
projects, where students 
are free to volunteer with-
out the pressure of specific 
categories. Campus ministry 
director and 8th grade religion 
teacher, Dana Ritzdorf, hopes 
this gives students a greater 
initiative to serve.

“The goal is that students 
find something they care 
about and do something they 
are passionate about so their 
service comes from a place of 
wanting to be a part of some-
thing,” Ritzdorf said.

Reception among the 
students has varied. Junior 
Samantha Johnston senses a 
potential negative effect of 
the change. 

“I personally do not 
like the new service project 
system. A lot of the places 
that used our help, no longer 
get as many volunteers be-
cause we do not need service 
hours,” Johnston said.

Other students favor a 
more positive outlook and are 

appreciative of the change. 
Freshman Quinn Vun-

Cannon said, “I really enjoy 
the new project system. It 
makes everything feel more 
meaningful because you are 
helping out with things that’s 
important to you.”

 The religion teachers 
hope the skeptical and hesi-
tant viewpoints will fade as 
time passes. 

“Anytime you make a 
big change, there’s going to 
be pushback because peo-
ple have to learn a whole 
new way of doing things,” 
Ritzdorf said.

Linder agreed, “I think 
once everybody gets into a 
rhythm and understand what 
they’re doing they will say, 
‘Wow, I enjoy this,’ and, 
‘This is fun.’”

Some students have al-
ready taken the initiative and 
begun their projects. Senior 
Eden Broberg has chosen a 
service project close to her 
heart. 

“My current service proj-
ect is a baby supply drive,” 
Broberg said. “I chose to do 
this because I absolutely love 
babies. I think every baby 
should be raised with care, 

and I want to help relieve the 
stress of having to get sup-
plies for families that struggle 
to afford items.”

The new system has 
also led students to choose 
projects they believe will 
help their future. Freshman 
Ana Galvis is interested in 
the medical field. 

“I will be volunteering 
in a hospital,” Galvis said. 
“I want to do this is because 
I want to be a nurse when 
I grow up and seeing how 
everything works there would 
inspire me to work harder.”

Junior Zachary Schultz is 
the HOSA president and has 
already taken an initiative to 
save lives. 

“I will host a blood drive 
because blood is in critical 
need for people around the 
world. Go donate!” Schultz 
said.

With the new service 
project change, students are 
taking service and volunteer-
ing to new levels. The fruit 
of their labor is still forming, 
and if all succeed, one idea 
is certain: service at Scotus 
has not only changed but 
improved. 
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Kate Maguire / Rock Bottom Staff

Business teacher Kris Wurtz, strength and conditioning coach Ryan Baker, assisstant principal Brady Van-
cura, and English teacher Sandy VanCura pose for a photo. Altogether, the four of them bring around 85 
years of teaching experience to Scotus.

New faces redefine Scotus
Mrs. Sandy Vancura

Mr. Ryan Baker M r s .  K r i s  W u r t z

Mr. Brady Vancura

Plans to become a 
substitute for Scotus quickly 
turned into a larger position 
at Scotus for one of the new 
teachers this school year. 
Mrs. Sandy VanCura is 
among the four new teachers 
on the Scotus staff.

With the late departure 
English teacher Bree Acker-
mann, Scotus had an English 
teaching position to fill, and 
VanCura changed over from 
substitute to teacher.

“I am enjoying myself 
here. The people have been 
so wonderful, from the facul-
ty and administration through 
the students and parents I 
have met,” VanCura said.

VanCura was a former 
teacher and principal at 
Hastings St. Cecilia. She 
taught a variety of classes 
including health, biology, and 
anatomy before becoming the 
principal. After 41 years, she 
retired there last spring.

“We have family here in 
Columbus, so my husband 
and I were at the age where it 
was time to move to be closer 
to family while we could,” 
VanCura said.

VanCura’s role consists 
of teaching English 12 and 
English 8, specifically enjoy-
ing literature as she is an avid 
reader.

“My favorite thing about 
Scotus is being able to pray 
with my students and being 
part of a community that is 
focused on the ultimate goal 
to get to Heaven,” VanCura 
stated.

In her first year at Sco-
tus, VanCura has some goals 
in mind.

“I hope I can serve my 
students and their parents as 
well as possible and become 
more involved in the com-
munity of Scotus,” VanCura 
said.

The VanCuras are famil-
iar with some Scotus faces. 
With her husband being a 
former volleyball coach at 
St. Cecilia’s, they previously 
knew John Petersen, Janet 
Tooley, and Jeff Ohnoutka, 
making an easier transition 
for her.

“I am not sure what the 
future holds. God has a plan, 
and I am going to follow 
whatever plan he has for me,” 
VanCura concluded.

A Scotus alum and 
school record holder in golf 
returned to the building after 
graduating ten years ago. Mr. 
Brady Vancura is among the 
new staff this school year.

With former assistant 
principal Angie Rusher 
returning to teaching, the 
administrative spot opened 
up.  Vancura became the new 
assistant principal and boys 
golf coach.

“I was ready for a shift 
into administration, and I 
am now able to hold kids 
accountable and watch them 
achieve their goals. Across 
the board, every student is 
held to that high standard,” 
Vancura stated.

Vancura is a former Sco-
tus graduate of the class of 
2011. As a Scotus graduate, 
he has more knowledge of 
Scotus as he started his new 
position.

“I want to get comfort-
able back in the building 
again and get comfortable in 
my role. One of the biggest 
challenges was learning the 
expectations that come from 
this position,” he said.

He was previously a 
business teacher at Columbus 
High School.

“It is nice having famil-
iar faces in the building, who 
I had as teachers or I have 
worked with in past places. 
We have a special draw to 
come back to this place,” 
Vancura said.

Vancura’s first year as an 
administrator has given him 
ideas on where to improve 
the school and what the 
school is lacking.

“I would like to see us 
develop the curriculum and 
tailor it to student interest in 
terms of our elective offer-
ings, so students have the 
opportunity to explore things 
here versus in college,” Van-
cura said. “They can make a 
decision here whether they 
like something or not instead 
of figuring it out a year later. 
We need to create some of 
those offerings.”

In his graduating class, 
he was voted “most likely to 
match on mismatch day.”

“Coming back has been 
a good experience for me. 
Being from Scotus I have re-
alized how special of a place 
this is,” Vancura concluded.

In all the years of weight 
lifting at Scotus Central Cath-
olic, Scotus has never had is 
a full-time weight coach. The 
job has always been split up 
between a couple of different 
teachers and coaches. This 
year, however, the responsi-
bilities of the weight room 
will all fall on one person. 
During the summer, Scotus 
hired its first ever full-time 
strength training coach, Ryan 
Baker.

“I was looking for a 
strength or PE job, and I 
already was living in Colum-
bus, working at Columbus 
High, and then I saw a job 
opening here at Scotus and 
went for it,” Baker said.

Baker got acquainted 
with his new job right away 
as summer weights were 
beginning for athletes. He 
implemented a new form of 
warm-ups to help activate 
and wake up the body while 
also designing specific work-
outs to help athletes grow 
faster and stronger in those 
sports they compete in.

“For me, I think a lot of 
times strength coaches get 
misunderstood as having an 
ego like, ‘Do this because 
I said so,’ but I like being 
able to say, ‘Do this because 
I think it will benefit you in 
whatever you are doing,’” 
Baker said.

Baker has created an 
environment in the weight 
room that is fun and personal. 
He wants to make sure kids 
know they are doing what 
will benefit them and help 
them in the long run. 

“I like the aspect of 
knowing a lot of people but 
having a relationship with 
each kid in the school. I think 
it is going to be huge, and I 
just really enjoy my day job,” 
Baker said.

Someone can always tell 
when Baker is in the weight 
room either by the blaring 
music over the speakers or 
Baker himself yelling words 
of encouragement. He makes 
it appear as though he isn’t 
even working but rather act-
ing like a kid himself at times 
and having fun with the kids.

“I really enjoy it. I am 
happy to be here. Go Rocks!” 
Baker said.

Last school year, Scotus 
lost its business teacher of 26 
years to retirement and was 
struggling to find a new busi-
ness teacher as there were not 
many applicants applying for 
the job. All the uncertainties 
with COVID-19 making an-
other rise could have played a 
part in that struggle. Howev-
er, an already retired teacher 
would be the solution and 
would become the new 2021 
Scotus business teacher.

Kris Wurtz retired from 
Columbus High in 2020 and 
was away from teaching 
for only a year before being 
called back into it.

“It was the middle of 
May and there was still an 
opening here at Scotus for a 
business teacher so between a 
series of text messages from 
Mr. Ohnoutka and Mr. Van-
cura, I agreed to come here 
to meet with Mr. Ohnoutka 
about the position and that’s 
how I got here,” Wurtz said.

Wurtz came out of 
retirement to take over the 
business department. She 

now teaches all the business 
classes, personal finance, ac-
counting, computer applica-
tions, and is the new sponsor 
of the FBLA group. Her room 
creates a very quiet and busy 
work area.

“I am really trying to 
teach kids that the Office 
Suite can be used for more 
than just day to day things 
like typing essays and doing 
PowerPoints. There is a lot 
more to the Office Suite that 
they can do with it, but then 
I also want to encourage kids 
to start inquiring what other 
business classes could they 
take that they might have an 
interest in,” Wurtz said.

Coming from a much 
larger school like CHS to a 
small school like Scotus is 
a huge change, but Wurtz 
appreciated the change and 
gladly took her welcome here 
at Scotus.

“I am really enjoying the 
environment and setting of 
a smaller school. The warm 
welcome I received from 
the staff, the students, and 
the families was absolutely 
fabulous. It was not what I 
expected,” Wurtz said.

By Gavin Brabec
Staff Reporter

By Gavin Brabec
Staff Reporter

By Kate Maguire
Staff Reporter

By Kate Maguire
Staff Reporter

Garden club starts growing

Grace Mustard / Rock Bottom Staff

STEAM teacher Betsy Rall waters the garden beds in the school’s courtyard. Rall 
started the Garden Club in order to maintain and expand Scotus’ gardens.

By Abee Hutchinson
Staff Reporter

Throughout the past 
years, the courtyard has seen 
many changes. With the 
addition of the greenhouse in 
2016 and the raised garden 
beds in 2020 the courtyard 
has become more beauti-
ful and more useful to the 
school. 

The Garden Club, run 
by STEAM teacher Betsy 
Rall, was created in hopes of 
maintaining and expanding 
the gardens and landscapes 
around Scotus. In previous 
years, this job was given 
to Rall’s STEAM classes; 
however, there were very few 
people who were able to help 
over the summer months. 

“I told them upfront I 
needed help. That is really a 
big reason why I was hoping 
people would be interested,” 
Rall said

Rall hopes the new club 

will be able to expand the 
gardens in the courtyard and 
add a larger garden in the 
south end of Scotus’s practice 
field. Senior Jesse Driefurst 
joined the club in hopes of 
learning more about garden-
ing.

“I am most excited to 
clean up the courtyard and 
add flowers and other things 
to make it look the best it 
can,” Driefurst said.

The club plans to add 
another garden on the south 
side of Scotus’s practice 
field to grow bulk items like 
potatoes and onions. Junior 
Jasmine Jackson is excited 
about planting a variety of 
plants and produce.

“I am excited to plant a 
variety of produce and reap 
the benefits of our produc-
tion,” Jackson said.

 Rall also mentioned the 
possibility of the club taking 
charge of the new landscap-
ing Scotus will install on the 
southside of the building after 
the construction is done. The 

students will learn how to 
propagate and grow house-
plants, as well as water aqua-
ponics using the aquaponic 
tanks in the STEAM room. 
Senior, Emiliano Rodriguez 
is a member of the club.

“I’m the most excited for 
learning about propagation, 
because it’s something I don’t 
know a lot about.” Rodriguez 
said.

They also plan to con-
tinue to utilize the garden 
beds and greenhouse in the 
courtyard to grow produce 
like cucumbers and toma-
toes and flowers like mums, 
poinsettias for Christmas, and 
sunflowers. 

“I adore sunflowers; they 
are gorgeous and supplemen-
tary addition of the sunflower 
seeds is only a plus and a 
must-have,” Jackson said.

The club hopes to use 
the produce to sell at farmers’ 
markets, donate to the school 
cafeteria, and share with 
people who typically cannot 
afford fresh produce. 

“I think it would be very 
nice for Scotus to be able to 
provide people who can’t 
afford produce or just don’t 
typically buy produce on 
their own to be able to get 

some,” Rall said.
The Garden Club has 

enormous potential to teach 
students about the food they 
eat and the environment they 
live in. 

Jackson concluded, “It’s 
a creative space where you 
can cultivate your own ideas 
– plant wise that is.” 
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The  Sco tus  band  i s  back  in  town

Shepherds and sheep make connections to keep

Cheer leaders  take  over  the  footba l l  f ie ld
By Jace Nelson
Staff Reporter

By Hannah Pflum
Editor

By Jasmine Jackson
Staff Reporter

Kate Maguire / Rock Bottom Staff

Senior drum major Nick Ehlers leads the band at the Columbus Days parade on 
August 15th. The band wore blue “wigs” to follow the parade’s theme of Dr. 
Seuss.

The sounds of horns 
blaring and the beat of the 
drums are back in the streets 
and in the gymnasium. The 
school song echoes through 
the gym as the band plays on.

Due to the COVID-19 
pandemic last year, the Sco-
tus band was unable to per-
form. That meant no parades, 
no support at varsity games, 
and very limited concerts. 
It took a toll not only on the 
band members themselves, 
but the fans as well. Fortu-
nately, this is a new year. The 
band is back in business!

“I’m ecstatic that it’s 
starting!” senior alto saxo-
phone player Vijay Wemhoff 
said. “Pep band is the best 
part of band because every-
one always has a good time!”

Last year was difficult 
for the players, so it is no 
surprise the start of pep band 
brings an air of excitement. 
This is especially true for the 
upperclassmen. Pep band has 
always been fun for both the 
band and for the fans of foot-

ball, volleyball, and basket-
ball. It was a way to shower 
the sports’ teams with support 
and cheer. Pep band is not the 
only band event coming back 
this year, but marching band 
as well.

“Marching band is just 
trying to keep up on tempo, 
playing, and turning at the 
same time,” sophomore bari-
tone player Neve Pavlik said.

As Pavlik said, marching 
takes everything hard about 
concert band and combines it 
with walking and memoriza-
tion. It takes a lot of practice 
which the band did during 
the summer. These practices 
led up to their performance 
of “Life is a Highway” at the 
Columbus Days parade on 
August 15. The band con-
tinues to practice marching 
at 7 a.m. for the Harvest at 
Harmony parade October 2 in 
Grand Island. Preparing for 
parades and games was not 
the only challenge the band 
has had to face this year.

“The trumpet section 
went from having twelve 
people to four, so Avery and I 
had to really step up this year 
as seniors,” senior trumpet 
player Camille Cox said.

Taylor Dahl / Marketing Director 
Senior shepherd Chris Adame helps 7th grader Michael Brandt navigate his 
locker. Shepherds show 7th graders around the school and remain a companion 
throughout the year. 

The sheep have found 
their shepherds! Recently, 
Scotus’ Shepherd Program 

has been revived with new 
and returning members, 
leaders, and seventh graders. 
Seniors Kate Maguire and 
Devon Borchers, alongside 
Campus Ministry director 
and religion teacher, Dana 

One of the greatest 
obstacles band had to deal 
with early this semester was 
the loss of band members. 
For the 2020-2021 school 
year the band had around 60 
members, this year there are 
about 40. This led the sound 
of the band to shift, causing 
the balance of the songs to 
shift away from the melody 
toward harmony.

“My favorite thing about 
marching season is that we 
are united as a band,” senior 
tuba player Dominic McPhil-
lips said.

Many band members 
say it is the band community 
and the memories they make 
together that cause them to 
come back every year. Most 
players enjoy the after-parade 
mall visits and cheering with 
the student section. These 
moments bond the band to-
gether. It can be overwhelm-
ing for newcomers, but with 
time, it becomes something 
great.

“It’s my first year and I 
can say, while it was over-
whelming at first, it’s a ton of 
fun!” freshman baritone play-
er Caroline Klitz concluded.

Gavin Brabec / Rock Bottom Staff

Senior Ruby Martinez and freshman Ava Rickert lead the junior cheerleaders during the homecoming per-
formance on September 10th. Over 96 cheerleaders performed their dance at the Aquinas Football game. 

Ritzdorf, work together to 
manage the program that 
prioritizes using upperclass-
men as “shepherds” to guide 
the new seventh graders, 
“sheep”, making them feel 
welcome and comfortable at 

school. 
The program recently 

had an introductory event on 
September 1st. Seventh grader 
Keagan Bowen said a variety 
of activities occurred during 
the event.

“Everyone was talking 
until [Borchers] called us 
to our shepherd. We start-
ed eating pizza until they 
handed out M&M packets for 
questions based on colors. We 
played a game, too,” Bowen 
said. 

The event was received 
positively among both the up-
perclassmen and the seventh 
graders. Seventh grader Ains-
ley Kuhl recalls a memorable 
moment from the event. 

“It was fun. I had a blast. 
The funniest part was when I 
fell playing the ‘I Have Mail’ 
game; it didn’t even hurt! I 
was laughing so hard that I 
was crying,” Kuhl said. 

The combinations be-
tween the upperclassmen and 
seventh graders are typically 
randomized, but requests 
are accepted. Seventh grader 
Chase Adamy and senior Liz 
Adamy are siblings who were 

paired together.
“Even though my brother 

and I live together, doesn’t 
necessarily mean I know him 
very well. We actually had a 
time to just sit down and talk, 
and I got to learn many new 
things about my brother,” Liz 
Adamy said. 

The Shepherd Program 
has united the upperclassmen 
and seventh graders for years. 
It is a constant chain of sup-
port for the current seventh 
graders who will later take 
the place of the current shep-
herds and help the incoming 
seventh graders of their time. 

Junior Hailey Stef-
fensmeier is seventh grader 
Audrey Naughton’s shepherd, 
and she described how this 
chain inspired her decision to 
be a shepherd. 

“I hope I can help her 
through the beginning of her 
journey at Scotus and give 
her some good advice. I want 
to be there for her like my 
shepherd Janae Rusher was,” 
Steffensmeier said.

It is not only the seventh 
graders who benefit from the 
program, Ritzdorf said the 

program also benefits upper-
classmen. 

“The main goal is that 
the seventh graders know 
there’s an upperclassman 
who cares about them. It also 
gives the upperclassmen the 
opportunity to care about and 
support a junior high kid,” 
Ritzdorf said.

Maguire has been a part 
of the program since the 
beginning of her junior year, 
and with her newfound lead-
ership role, has taken on the 
duty of organizing meetings. 

“We plan to have at least 
one event each quarter to help 
the shepherd and seventh 
graders stay connected,” 
Maguire said. 

However, connections 
stem further than quarterly 
meetings. Borchers has high 
aspirations for the seventh 
grade and upperclassmen 
pairings. 

Borchers concluded, 
“We hope everyone will stay 
in touch throughout the year, 
not only in the meetings we 
have.” 

Almost 100 cheerleaders 
took over the field during 
their Junior Cheer Camp 
performance. On September 
10th, 95 girls, grades kinder-
garten through sixth grade, 
performed their dances taught 
by the Scotus cheerleaders 
as a part of Junior Cheer 
Camp. For preparation of 
performance night, there had 
to be some pre-performance 
activities that occurred before 
the event. 

“[A word to describe Ju-
nior Cheer Camp would be] 
unpredictable, with 95 little 
girls, you never know what 
to expect,” senior Makenna 
Svehla said.

The activity was Junior 
Cheer Camp, which took 
place on Wednesday, Septem-
ber 8th. The camp started off 
by playing some ice breaker 
games, like Jigalo and Little 
Sally Walker, they danced to 
“Waka Waka” by Shakira to 
get everyone ready to start 
learning their dances, which 
was another crowd favorite.

“[My favorite part was] 
when we all danced to Waka 

Waka and no one knew what 
they were doing,” sophomore 
Addison Schoenfelder said.

During Junior Cheer 
Camp, the Scotus cheerlead-
ers taught the girls some 
cheers and sidelines they 
chanted at the football game 
the night they performed. 
After learning a couple of 
cheers and sidelines, as well 
as playing some more ice 
breaker games, the cheerlead-
ers divided into groups and 
taught the girls their dance 
they would be performing. 
The groups were divided 
by grade level and were as 
follows; K-1, 2nd-3rd, 4th- 6th 
and finally, group dance. 
Each cheerleader group came 
up with their dance before-
hand and instructed the junior 
cheerleaders at the camp. 
There were many dances and 
songs, but each cheerleader 
had a different opinion on the 
dances and different favor-
ites. 

 “I liked our kindergarten 
and 1st grade dance because 
the little girls really got into 
it,” senior Eden Broberg said, 
“even though the boy band 
we chose is old.”

After learning all the 
dances, the cheerleaders were 

performance ready. On per-
formance day, all 95 junior 
cheerleaders and the Scotus 
cheerleaders cheered at the 
football game. After cheering 
some cheers, the junior cheer 
leaders had learned at the 
camp, halftime came around, 

and it was time to preform.
“[My favorite moment 

during Junior Cheer Camp 
was] when I had to chase 
about ten little girls down the 
track because they just want-
ed to run,” Broberg said.

 After their performance 

was over, the night came to 
an end. From the beginning 
of the camp to the end of per-
formance day, the 95 junior 
cheerleaders definitely made 
it a night to remember for 
the Scotus cheerleaders and 
fans. Many new connections 

were made among the Scotus 
cheerleaders and the junior 
cheerleaders. 

“I loved when the stu-
dents my mom taught came 
up and hugged me because 
they knew I was her daugh-
ter,” Svehla said.
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Cafeteria crowded once again
By Maysa Kuhl

Staff Reporter

Freshman Sofia Karges walks to class in her 60’s/70’s themed outfit. The 
themes for homecoming week were Pajama Day, Country or Country Club Day, 
Monochrome Day, 60’s/70’s Fashion Day, and Spirit Day.

Seniors Zane Beiermann, Gavin Brabec, Kate Maguire, Garrett Oakley, Audrey Sprunk, Devon Borchers, 
Eden Broberg, Lyndon Obal, Makenna Svehla, Jamison Kozak, Grace Mustard, and Halle Langan pose for a 
picture of the 2021 Homecoming Court. Borchers and Broberg were crowned homecoming king and queen 
after the Shamrocks victory on August 27.

Juniors Mason Roberts and Blake Wemhoff partake 
in a conga line a the homecoming dance. This year’s 
dance was held in the cafeteria unlike last year, 
which was in the gym.

Claire Rickert / Rock Bottom Staff

Ashley Hoffman / Yearbook Staff Ashley Hoffman / Yearbook Staff

Blaring music, stomping 
feet, and energetic dancing 
is nothing new to the Scotus 
cafeteria. August 28, 2021, 
marked the 2021 Homecom-
ing Dance with the theme 
of Disco. The dance was 
moved forward this year from 
September 19, after Labor 
Day, to accommodate with 
activities’ schedules.

“I was a bit stressed out 
having it so much earlier, 
but it was fine!” senior Eden 
Broberg said. Broberg was 
crowned homecoming queen 
at the football game the night 
before the dance. 

Aside from the change in 
the date, the dance was also 
held in the cafeteria this year 
rather than in Memorial Hall 
where it was held last year. 
This change was made due to 
the rise in COVID-19 cases 
and a need for more space 
due to social distancing. 
Students have had a variety 
of opinions on these locations 

of the dances.
“I personally like 

homecoming in the cafeteria 
better; it is a tighter space 
and less awkward,” junior 
Kaelyn Dierman said. “It also 
allows people to sit down at 
the tables if they don’t want 
to dance.”

Another change made 
to this year’s homecoming 
dance was the absence of 
masks. Last year students 
were required to wear a mask 
to enter and participate in 
the dance. This change was 
also made due to COVID-19, 
along with the absence of 
masks during the school day. 
This change was received 
with positive response by 
many of the students, includ-
ing senior Adriana Cielo-
ha-Carreto.

 “No masks! I wasn’t dy-
ing this year with my mask!” 
Cieloha-Carreto stated.

A common change to the 
dance is the DJs who perform 
for the students. Every year, 
the DJs will offer the chance 
for students to write down 
songs for them to play, and 
this was present this year 

also. Many people have dif-
ferent opinions on the music 
played at the dance, but many 
students commented on this 
year’s DJs.

“Last year they played 
good music, and I never 
left the dance floor,” junior 
Libbie Brezenski said. “This 
year they barely played any 
good group dancing music.”

Adding on to the earlier 
date, many students and class 
officers were left scrambling 
to get themes and hallway 
decorations done on time. 
This year, the senior hallway 
had the theme of Disco, the 
junior hallway was Haunted 
Hallway, the sophomore hall-
way was Christmas themed, 
and the freshman hallway 
was Candy Land. The fresh-
man hallway won with their 
bright, candy-like balloons 
and game-like posters.

“Everyone really liked 
the idea of something color-
ful and something that would 
set it apart from the other 
hallways,” freshman Ava 
Rickert stated. “I really didn’t 
expect us to win, but that was 
only because Claire told me 

we were going to lose since 
that theme had been used be-
fore. Guess she was wrong!”

The homecoming dance 
is an opportunity for students 

to bond with one another and 
have a good time. 

“It was so much fun! I 
am really looking forward 
to the upcoming dances,” 

freshman Mallory Dresen 
stated. “It was awesome to 
see everyone having a great 
time with their friends and 
dancing to music.”
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The Soundtrack of Summer Sadness
By Hannah Pflum

Editor

By Maysa Kuhl
Staff Reporter

Photo Courtesy Aaron Bozarth

BEAST Gym owners Jeni and Aaron Bozarth pose outside of their building with 
their business sign after they took it down. BEAST Gym officially closed July 31, 
2021.

revolvermag.com

Singer and actress Olivia Rodrigo sings “Traitor” in her album Sour. The album 
Sour came out on May 21, 2021 right before the start of summer. 

Tucked behind Colum-
bus’ Runza sits a tan colored 
building which many people 
overlook, and, sadly, those 
people will never know what 
wonders were hidden behind 
the restaurant inside BEAST 
Gym. Since 2015, Aaron and 
Jeni Bozarth have owned 
and operated BEAST Gym, 
located on 3320 19th St. Un-
fortunately, on July 31, 2021, 
BEAST Gym officially closed 
its doors to the community.

Recently, Runza decided 
to expand its site, forcing 
BEAST Gym to find anoth-
er location. After consult-
ing with his wife, Bozarth 
decided the best option for 
their family would be to close 
the building and take up the 
job he was offered at Mid-
land University in Fremont, 
Nebraska. 

“It was incredibly hard 
to make that decision. When 
we went to find a town to 
open BEAST in, we prayed 
for God to close doors. There 
were many opportunities 

that all closed and led us to 
the building behind Runza. 
BEAST needed a place to 
expand and grow or close,” 
Bozarth said. “We prayed 
again for closed doors. Every 
opportunity closed, each 
building, each plot of land, 
and the Midland position was 
the door that was wide open.”

Even though Bozarth 
made a choice to benefit his 
family and one that made 
more sense for them, it leaves 
many in the community miss-
ing the gym’s presence. 

“I will miss Aaron the 
most,” senior Kate Maguire 
stated. “He created an envi-
ronment that was welcoming 
to any lifter, whether they 
were experienced or not.”

Some may argue Runza 
is in desperate need of more 
space because their current 
site can cause traffic prob-
lems, but is it worth the loss 
of the gym which led to many 
benefits in the community? 
BEAST Gym has left its 
members with several memo-
ries, which will keep the gym 
alive for years to come. 

Freshman Caleb Cam-

eron said, “[My favorite 
memory was] checking out 
the old shop downtown when 
the gym by Runza was being 
repaired. I also enjoyed Aar-
on teaching me how to squat 
correctly.” 

The gym was an import-
ant place to many people; I 
personally found it as my sec-
ond home. The people there 
would never judge and would 
lift each other up. It created 
such a positive and refreshing 
environment which is uncom-
mon in many places. BEAST 
Gym is an immense loss for 
the community. It leaves an 
ache in my heart knowing I 
will never get to spend my 
summer mornings in that old, 
poorly-lit building, lifting 
to old-school heavy metal 
music. BEAST Gym helped 
me gain confidence in my 
strength, and it was my inspi-
ration for what I now want to 
pursue as a career in personal 
training.

Aaron Bozarth has the 
ability to change the lives of 
people around him. As one of 
the previous members of his 
gym, I wish him the best at 

Summer should be filled 
with bright rays and fields 
of sunflowers. We should 
be going to water parks, 
lounging by lakeshores, and 
roasting marshmallows by 

campfires, yet this summer 
was singing a different tune. 
In the words of Lana del Rey, 
“I’ve got that summertime, 
summertime sadness.” 

This summer was filled 
with both new and old songs 
written with melancholy on 
the mind. There could be a 
plethora of reasons to why 

our summer was filled with 
sad songs instead of jams, 
but the most likely cause for 
this can be found in the CO-
VID-19 pandemic. The pan-
demic affected all of us, and, 
for some, it is still playing 
a major role in their lives 
causing extreme stress and 
depression. And what do we 

do when we are feeling sad? 
Ironically, we turn up the vo-
lume and drown our sorrows 
with sad ballads, and, luckily 
enough for us, this summer 
yielded numerous options to 
choose from.

By now Olivia Rodrigo 
has become a household 
name with her album Sour. 
We all know her song “Dri-
ver’s License”, but if you 
really want to listen to a song 
that is filled with both anger 
and misery, “Traitor” is the 
one to listen to. “Traitor” 
tells the story of a broken re-
lationship. With its haunting 
lyrics, it showcases the pain 
of breakups and the heart-
break and anger that comes 
from being replaced so 
quick. It is a go-to song for 
people dealing with breakups 
and betrayals hence the name 
“Traitor”.

Billie Eilish also 
released an album this 
year. The album Happier 
Than Ever took the world 
by storm, containing some 
songs that give off a sense of 
hope while others seem de-
termined to crush your soul. 

The song “Everybody Dies” 
is from the soul-crushing 
variety. The lyrics of this 
song task themselves with 
the difficult mission of telling 
the harsh truth about death 
and life. Billie Eilish sings 
softly about how death is a 
natural process, and how it 
is alright to not be ready. She 
sings about the fear of being 
alone that can control our 
lives. The softly sung song 
tells us that is okay to cry 
and breakdown because we 
are not alone in all of this.

To fans’ delight, Lorde’s 
new album Solar Power 
came out after years of anti-
cipation and contains many 
amazing summer songs. The 
song “Mood Ring” with its 
light sound and heavy lyrics 
tell the story of a person who 
feels disconnected from the 
world. Looking for ways to 
feel something, they turn to 
artificial means such as mood 
rings to tell them how to feel. 
It is a haunting story about 
numb and disconnected 
people struggling to feel, set 
to an upbeat tone which just 
adds to the heart-wrenching 

message of this song.
To counteract these 

sad songs, there were a few 
happy songs this summer as 
well. “A-O-K” by Tai Verdes 
talks about how life is a bit 
difficult, but focus on the 
good things and you will be 
a-o-k. From the same album 
as “Mood Ring” comes the 
song “Solar Power” which 
Lorde uses to describe sum-
mer and how it makes her 
happy. Actually, most songs 
from Lorde’s new album are 
positive. There were happy 
songs this summer; you just 
really have to dig for them.

This summer, like the 
one before it, was definite-
ly not like the ones we are 
used to, and that’s okay. It 
is understandable to think 
this situation can take a toll 
on our mental health. Sad 
songs are here to let us know 
we are not alone in these 
feelings. Someone out there 
somewhere understands us. 
So, the next time you feeling 
like crying, open up Spotify, 
and listen to a few of these 
songs. Trust me... you will 
not feel as alone anymore.

By Jace Nelson
Staff Reporter

Celebrities find new identities
What is a name? Is it 

merely a title a person goes 
by, or is it a meaningful 
description of who someone 
is? For celebrities, their name 
is vital and is a big part of 
who they are, and yet it has 
not stopped celebrities from 
changing their names. 

People have many 
personal reasons for chang-
ing their name, whether it be 
because they feel like they 

do not fit their name given to 
them at birth, do it for sen-
timental reasons, or just feel 
the need for a change. Chang-
ing your name for anyone is 
a long, boring process but 
could be worth it at the end, 
if you believe that it’s worth 
all the paperwork. Celebrities 
have the same excuses for 
changing their names. Here 
are three famous celebrities 
who changed their names, 
according to people.com.

Starting off these three 
celebrities is Dove Cameron, 
who was born as Chole Hoff-

man. Cameron’s reason for 
changing her name revolves 
around her father, who died 
when she was 15. Dove was 
his nickname for Hoffman; 
therefore, changing her name 
was a way to remember 
her father. Even though she 
changed her name, she still 
responds to both as her fam-
ily and close friends still call 
her Chole.

Next is Bruno Mars. 
Mars’ original name was 
Peter Hernandez. Since Her-
nandez was two years old, his 
father has called him Bruno. 

The name Bruno stuck with 
him ever since his father 
started calling him that. His 
last name, Mars, is because 
he wanted his new name to 
appear big, and he jokingly 
thought of Mars due to the 
reference of how far away 
Mars is from Earth. After 
this, Bruno Mars stuck with 
him as a sort of a nick name, 
until he decided to change it 
randomly one day to make 
Bruno his official name.

Finally, Kanye West. 
West’s reason for his need for 
change was to help his career 

and show the true meaning 
of his message to his follow-
ers. Following the release of 
his Ye Album, West legally 
changed his name to Ye. 
West gave no further expla-
nation to why he decided to 
change his name except for 
personal reasons, at first. But 
according to his interview 
with Billboard.com, there are 
religious reasons to why West 
changed his name to Ye. West 
stated that ‘Ye’ was the most 
used word in the Bible. Ye 
also means “you,” which he 
translates as calling himself, 

you and us. West wanted to 
reflect what all our good and 
bad has to offer the world and 
to be proud of it. West’s al-
bum, Ye, reflects who we are, 
which is what his reason was 
for changing his name to Ye. 

There are many reasons 
why people would change 
their name. Whether it be 
for personal reasons like 
how Cameron changed hers, 
or they just feel the need 
for a change randomly like 
Mars. Changing your name 
is changing who you are 
identified as. 

Midland and pray he contin-
ues to lead a successful life.

“It’s a weird feeling to 
close a business that by all 

accounts was successful and 
making a difference in peo-
ple’s lives,” Bozarth stated, 
“but we needed to trust where 

God was leading us even 
though we wanted to break 
down some of the closed 
doors.”

Kanye West (Ye), Dove Cameron (Chole Hoffman), and Bruno Mars (Peter Hernandez) are all celebrities who changed their names. Many people change their 
names due to personal or sentimental reasons.

https://www.latimes.com/entertainment-arts/music/story/2021-07-23/kanye-west-donda-album-not-out-yet https://www.connectradio.fm/2019/12/23/dove-cameron-gets-a-mean-ingful-new-tattoo-in-honor-of-cameron-boyce/ https://www.bookingentertainment.com/artists/r_b/Bruno-Mars.php
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