
Scotus Central Catholic Board of Education 
Meeting Minutes  

10/21/2021 
 

Kathy Steiner called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.  Present:  Fr. Patrick Harrison, Fr. Mike Swanton, Jon 
Brezenski, Mike Dreesen, Shannon Kosch, Matt Niedbalski, Jay Pelan and Kathy Steiner.  Also present: Jason 
Mielak, board member emeritus.  Absent:  Fr. Joe Miksch, Dr. Scott Cameron, Chris Hutchinson, Lisa Kaslon, 
Administrators present:  Jeff Ohnoutka, President; Merlin Lahm, Activities Director/Asst. Principal; Brady 
Vancura, Asst. Principal; and John Schueth, Development Director.    
 
The meeting opened with prayer followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.  Mike Dreesen moved, and Jay Pelan 
seconded a motion to approve the agenda and the motion carried.  The 9/16 minutes were approved as read.  Jay 
Pelan moved, and Jon Brezenski seconded a motion to excuse absent board members and the motion carried. 
 
HANDOUTS – Athletics Financial Report July 2020-June 2021 
 
VISITOR RECOGNITION/CORRESPONDENCE/INTRODUCTIONS –   Dana Ritzdorf, Campus Ministry. 
 
ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS (in addition to submitted printed reports in board packets) 
Mr. Lahm reported that it was a very good first quarter in all aspects of the Scotus experience. In activities, 
Girl’s golf placed 2nd at state and Cecilia Arndt was the individual state champion.  Volleyball is 20-10 going 
into sub-districts and the football team is 8-0 and plays Lakeview for the district title tomorrow. The softball 
team finished 19-22 and 5 of the 6 athletes who competed at state tennis were from Scotus.  Brady Vancura 
reported that the school’s computers are being switched over to a new domain on the backside.  This has created 
numerous challenges for the faculty and staff as the conversion gets completed.  The staff also began to use a 
multifactor authentication process to log into computers.  At the same time, but totally unrelated to the domain 
change, PowerSchool at all four Catholic schools went down and has been down for several days.  First quarter 
grades were due on Tuesday but that has been delayed.  Mr. Schueth did not have anything to add to his printed 
report. Mr. Ohnoutka reminded the board that they are invited to participate in the CCS Strategic Planning 
Committee meeting at Scotus on November 11 at 6:30 p.m.  The goal of the meeting is to discuss the areas of 
emphasis (domains) from which surveys can be built for distribution to our stakeholders.  The eventual goal is 
to use the survey data to construct action plans this spring.  He also reported to the board that considerable time 
is being spent to develop additional curriculum offerings in business, technology, and health sciences.  On 
October 29 he will attend a local meeting with other area schools and the hospital about health sciences options. 
This Monday, he will meet with the archdiocese over the phone to discuss how we might be able to bring 
religious sisters back to the Columbus Catholic schools.  Lastly, Scotus has been fortunate so far this fall to get 
the substitute teachers needed—this is not the case in the public schools. 
 
 OLD BUSINESS  

A. None. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 

A. Catholicity.  Dana Ritzdorf provided a detailed report on the activities of the Catholicity Committee and 
the campus ministry program. Just recently, 175 people attended the Life Chain in Columbus and today 
a group of students and staff demonstrated at an Omaha abortion clinic.  Last spring, the committee 
developed three priorities for the 2021-22 school year:  Sacraments, Formation and Service.  Under 
sacraments, Fr. Heithoff is directing retreats, offering more confession opportunities, and celebrating 
Masses in the chapel; religion classes are taking turns attending Mass as a class; teams and activities are 
attending Mass together once again and the school is continuing the monthly all-school Masses.  The 
Divine Mercy Chaplet is offered on Thursdays and Fr. Walter comes to Scotus twice each month to meet 
with students and faculty for prayer and confessions.  Under Formation, the Rock Talk program involves 
50 community adults working with our youth, and at retreats there is an emphasis of teaching students 
different ways to pray.  Teachers meet once a month to reflect on religious readings and to pray.  Under 
service, the Living the Faith program for students has been changed from its past “transactional” process 



to one that is truly more service-oriented.  It asks students to develop service projects.  Lastly, the 
committee would like to add family formation to its future goals. 

B. Athletics Financial Report.  Merlin Lahm reviewed the report with the board reminding them that 
attendance restrictions at the beginning of the year were at 25% and didn’t reach 100% until near the end 
of spring. He also reminded the board that many of the sports are budgeted to have negative net income.  
Overall, athletics finished $11,379.22 in the red for fiscal 2020-21.. 

C. Planned Giving Report. In the last twelve months, the school learned about two new planned gifts.  The 
current number of individuals with the school in their final plans is 66—not including three estates that 
are currently in probate. Donations received in the reporting period:  1) a total of $1,154.85 in annual 
gifts to pay the premiums for 3 insurance policies owned by Scotus, 2) a $5,776.23 life insurance policy 
payment from the Leo Thiele estate that was placed in the Seton scholarship fund, and 3) a $4,500.00 
first distribution from the Leonard Engler estate to establish the Leonard and Doris Engler Memorial 
Scholarship fund.  

D. Five Year Capital Improvement Plan.  Mr. Ohnoutka asked the board to review the 5-Year plan 
reflecting capital improvement goals and what fundraising activities will be directed to support those 
goals. 
   
 

D.  EXECUTIVE SESSION  none  
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 

A. Finance Committee.  Mr. Ohnoutka asked the board to review the provided September profit and loss 
statements for both the general budget and cafeteria.  He pointed out that custodial expenses are down 
because one of our custodians has been unable to work for several months.  Overall, the general fund’s 
year-to-date net income is $35,520 above expectations.  While reviewing the cafeteria report,              
Mr. Ohnoutka pointed out that the school had not yet received Nebraska reimbursements through the 
month of September. A reimbursement from the state did arrive in October and will be reflected in next 
month’s report. The year-to date net at the end of September for the cafeteria stands at $3,902 to the 
good of the budget.  Jon Brezenski moved and Mike Dreesen seconded a motion to approve the finance 
reports and the motion carried. 
 

B. ITEMS FOR FUTURE AGENDA 
A. Regular Meeting.  The next scheduled meeting is on Thursday, November 18, 2021, beginning at 

6:30 p.m. The finance committee meeting will begin at 6:00 p.m.   
B. Items for Agenda.  Enrollment Report, Climate Committee Report 

 
ROUNDTABLE    
 Announcements were made by board members.   
 
Fr. Mike Swanton moved, and Jon Brezenski seconded a motion to adjourn, and the motion carried.  The 
meeting adjourned at 7:41 p.m.   
 
Respectfully Submitted,  
John Schueth 
 
 


