
Scotus Central Catholic Board of Education 
Meeting Minutes  

11/18/2021 
 

Kathy Steiner called the meeting to order at 6:31 p.m.  Present:  Fr. Patrick Harrison, Fr. Joe Miksch, Jon 
Brezenski, Dr. Scott Cameron, Mike Dreesen, Chris Hutchinson, Lisa Kaslon, Shannon Kosch, Matt 
Niedbalski, Jay Pelan and Kathy Steiner.  Also present: Jason Mielak, board member emeritus.  Absent:          
Fr. Mike Swanton.  Administrators present:  Jeff Ohnoutka, President; Merlin Lahm, Activities Director/Asst. 
Principal; and John Schueth, Development Director.   Administrators absent:  Brady Vancura, Asst. Principal. 
 
The meeting opened with prayer followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.  Jay Pelan moved, and Matt Niedbalski 
seconded a motion to approve the agenda and the motion carried.  The 10/21 minutes were approved as read.  
Chris Hutchinson moved, and Shannon Kosch seconded a motion to excuse absent board members and the 
motion carried. 
 
HANDOUTS – none 
 
VISITOR RECOGNITION/CORRESPONDENCE/INTRODUCTIONS – Pat Brockhaus, STO, and Joan Lahm, 
representing the Climate Committee.   
 
ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS (in addition to submitted printed reports in board packets) 
Mr. Lahm reported the following participation numbers for winter activities:  Speech (33), One-Acts (42), Mock 
Trial (18 who competed), Coop Swimming (3), Jr High Girls Basketball (31), Jr High Boys Wrestling (22), 
Wrestling (12), Girls Basketball (25) and Boys Basketball (31).  Mr. Schueth reported that the annual appeal has 
exceeded its goal with $115,249 raised from 406 donors.  He added that since we only have verbal cost 
estimates for the projects to be funded by the appeal, the campaign will continue in earnest through December 
to ensure we cover costs.  Scotus also received a $300 grant from Cornhusker Public Power Goodwill Fund to 
purchase first aid kits for classrooms.  Mr. Ohnoutka expressed his gratitude to the students and coaches for a 
very successful fall season of extracurricular activities.  He has begun the process of advertising and 
interviewing candidates for the following teaching positions, English, Mathematics and Spanish.  The vaccine 
mandate could be an issue for Scotus since the school has 102 employees (the school must include substitute 
teachers and part-time coaches in the count.)  With a recent court decision, OSHA has put a hold on enacting 
the mandate.  Work on changes to the science curriculum is continuing and there will likely be dual credit 
opportunities for students in this area next fall.  Since a significant number of Scotus graduates enter health 
related careers, the school is working on a partnership with Columbus Community Hospital to provide possible 
hands-on experiences for our students.  Mr. Ohnoutka also asked the board members to share their impressions 
from the Columbus Catholic Schools meeting.  He concurred with their observations that attendance at the 
meeting was much greater than expected, everyone came with a positive attitude, and everyone expressed a 
unified desire to make our schools even better.    
 
 OLD BUSINESS  

A. None. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 

A. Enrollment Report.  Mr. Ohnoutka reviewed the Columbus Parochial Schools enrollment report dated 
10/31/2021.  Catholic elementary school numbers by grade level were:  Kdg (78), 1st (63), 2nd (79),      
3rd (71), 4th 63). 5th (69), 6th (64), 7th (57), 8th (71), 9th (64), 10th (57), 11th (64) and 12th (58).  Scotus 
enrollment stands at 371. 

B. Climate Committee Report.  Joan Lahm presented data made available from the committee’s survey of 
7th grade students and 7th grade parents.  The student surveys reflected that 100% of the students feel 
safe at Scotus, they like their teachers, the upper-class students are friendly, and they requested some 
improvements to the restrooms.  55 parents responded to the survey with generally favorable comments.  
A few parents expressed concerns with “harassment” within the 7th grade.  Mr. Ohnoutka shared that 



anti-bullying is incorporated in the school’s curriculum and it is addressed immediately when it is 
reported.   

 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 

A. Finance Committee.  Mr. Ohnoutka asked the board to review the provided October profit and loss 
statements for both the general budget and cafeteria.  He pointed out that Scotus has been one custodian 
short for more than 4 months.  The school has been experiencing a “perfect storm” of technology issues 
resulting from a conversion to another platform, the failure of PowerSchool (at their end), a virus 
affecting the printers and a lightning-caused power surge that damaged the server.  It was pointed out 
that the students’ computers were not affected, and good progress is being made on the faculty and staff 
computers   Overall, the general fund’s year-to-date net income is $36,667 above expectations.  While 
reviewing the cafeteria report, Mr. Ohnoutka pointed out that the school finally received a Nebraska 
reimbursement in October and new ovens were purchased for the kitchen.  The year-to date net at the 
end of October for the cafeteria stands at $24,000 to the good of the budget.  Lisa Kaslon moved, and 
Mike Dreesen seconded a motion to approve the finance reports and the motion carried. 
 

B. ITEMS FOR FUTURE AGENDA 
A. Regular Meeting.  The next scheduled meeting is on Thursday, January 20, 2021, beginning at 6:30 

p.m. The finance committee meeting will begin at 6:00 p.m.   
B. Items for Agenda.  School President’s Contract, ACT 2021 Class Report, Setting Tuition for 2022-23, 

and Employee Benefits and Base Salary. 
 

ROUNDTABLE    
 Announcements were made by board members.   
 
Fr. Joe Miksch moved, and Chris Hutchinson seconded a motion to adjourn, and the motion carried.  The 
meeting adjourned at 7:29 p.m.   
 
Respectfully Submitted,  
John Schueth 
 
 


