
Scotus Central Catholic Board of Education 
Meeting Minutes  

1/20/2021 
 

Kathy Steiner called the meeting to order at 6:31 p.m.  Present:  Fr. Mike Swanton, Mike Dreesen, Chris 
Hutchinson, Lisa Kaslon, Shannon Kosch, Jay Pelan and Kathy Steiner.  Also present: Jason Mielak, board 
member emeritus.  Absent: Fr. Patrick Harrison, Fr. Joe Miksch, Jon Brezenski, Dr. Scott Cameron, Matt 
Niedbalski.  Administrators present:  Jeff Ohnoutka, President; Brady Vancura, Asst. Principal. 
and John Schueth, Development Director.   Administrators absent: Merlin Lahm, Activities Director/Asst. 
Principal.     
 
The meeting opened with prayer followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.  Mike Dreesen moved, and Lisa Kaslon 
seconded a motion to approve the agenda with the additions of a technology report from Brady Vancura and 
approval of designated liquor license applications for the Alumni/nae basketball tourney and Gala. The motion 
carried.  The 11/18/21 minutes were approved as read.  Chris Hutchinson moved, and Shannon Kosch seconded 
a motion to excuse absent board members and the motion carried. 
 
HANDOUTS – none 
 
VISITOR RECOGNITION/CORRESPONDENCE/INTRODUCTIONS – Betsy Rall, STEAM teacher and 
representing STO. 
 
ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS (in addition to submitted printed reports in board packets) 
Mr. Lahm did not provide a report.  Mr. Schueth did not have anything to add to his printed report.  Mr. 
Ohnoutka shared that there have not been any significant issues with the school’s response to the pandemic. 
Approximately 30 students were out of school today but not all were Covid-related.  There have not been any 
problems with staff being ill and as long as teachers are here at school, instruction and activities at Scotus will 
continue as normal.  Curriculum changes for the 2022-23 school year are nearly finalized with most of the 
changes in the science department.  Junior high students will take 7th grade science and 8th grade science.  9th 
grade will take biology (previously taken by sophomores) and senior high students will be able to select from a 
variety of courses including a new advanced biology course and a conceptual physics course.  In the STEAM 
program, Betsy Rall shared that instead of offering STEAM 1, 2, 3 and capstone STEAM, she is offering the 
following new courses:  welding & building, horticulture, electronics, computer programming using Python 
language, STEAM engineering and STEAM art. A STEAM science course is also a future possibility.  Mr. 
Ohnoutka added that other new courses include marketing and entrepreneurship and that there will likely be 
new courses in the health sciences coming for the 2023-24 school year.  The next Columbus Catholic schools 
strategic planning committee meeting will be on Feb. 10.   
 
 
 OLD BUSINESS  

A. None. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 

A. SDLs for Gala and Alumni Basketball.  Lisa Kaslon moved, and Chris Hutchinson seconded a motion to 
approve Scotus’ application for a special designated license to serve alcohol at the alumni/nae basketball 
tourney banquet and the Gala dinner auction.  The motion carried. 

B. Teacher Salary.  Mr. Ohnoutka proposed a 2% increase in the faculty base salary for 2022-23 bringing it 
to $33,800.  He also proposed that Scotus offer a single health insurance plan for teachers who will take 
it.  The plan would be provided through the Archdiocese (United Healthcare) at a cost to the school of 
about $900 per month.  Chris Hutchinson moved, and Jay Pelan seconded a motion to increase the 
faculty salary base by 2% and to offer a single health insurance plan for teachers who will take it for the 
2022-23 teacher contracts.  The motion carried. 

C. Tuition.  Mr. Ohnoutka reported that he does not have the proposed budget for 2022-23 finalized and 
therefore asked for discussion on the topic but to postpone action on the topic until the next meeting.  



Tuition is $3,400 this year and the board’s model is to have the cost to educate a student be covered by   
40% tuition, 35% fundraising/endowment and 25% parish support. 

D. 2022-23 Calendar.  Mr. Ohnoutka presented the proposed calendar for the next school year.  Jay Pelan 
moved, and Shannon Kosch seconded a motion to approve the proposed 2022-23 calendar and the 
motion carried. 

E. President’s Contract.   At 7:36 pm Lisa Kaslon moved, and Chris Hutchinson seconded a motion to go 
into executive session and the motion carried.  At 8:00 pm Lisa Kaslon moved, and Chris Hutchinson 
seconded a motion to move out of executive session and the motion carried.  Lisa Kaslon moved, and 
Chris Hutchinson seconded a motion to approve Jeff Ohnoutka’s contract for the 2022-2023 year and 
the motion carried. 

 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 

A. Technology Committee.  Mr. Vancura reported on the state technology at Scotus.  He shared that Chris 
Hilliard has solved most of the issues that were being addressed during the first semester.  The focus 
during the second semester will be staff development.  Mr. Ohnoutka added that Scotus is ordering 
access points for all four Catholic schools through E-rate which should provide a cost savings for the 
elementary schools. 

B. Finance Committee.  Mr. Ohnoutka asked the board to review the December profit and loss statements 
provided for both the general budget and cafeteria.  He pointed out that Scotus is now fully staffed in the 
custodial area.  The substitute teacher expense line is higher than expected due to a teacher’s maternity 
leave.  Transportation costs continue to be higher than expected and hopefully the 2 new buses will 
arrive in February.   Overall, the general fund’s year-to-date net income is $19,100 above expectations.  
While reviewing the cafeteria report, Mr. Ohnoutka pointed out that the freezer is still under repair, but 
the cafeteria is managing the situation well.  The year-to-date net at the end of December for the 
cafeteria stands at $29,033 to the good of the budget.  Chris Hutchinson moved, and Jay Pelan seconded 
a motion to approve the finance reports and the motion carried. 
 

C. ITEMS FOR FUTURE AGENDA 
A. Regular Meeting.  The next scheduled meeting is on Thursday, February 17, 2022, beginning at 6:30 

p.m. The finance committee meeting will begin at 6:00 p.m.  
B. Items for Agenda.  Professional Contract Offerings, Tuition.  ACT 2021 Class Report. 

 
ROUNDTABLE    
 Announcements were made by board members.   
 
Fr. Mike Swanton moved, and Shannon Kosch seconded a motion to adjourn, and the motion carried.  The 
meeting adjourned at 8:20 p.m.   
 
Respectfully Submitted,  
John Schueth 
 
 


