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One Act performs their way to state

Scotus unites at Christmas Craft Boutique

Holiday 
Co-op 

Cookoff

By Cami Cox
Staff Reporter

By Hannah Pflum
Editor

By Abee Hutchinson
Staff Reporter

Christmas is a time of giving, 
so this year the Scotus newspaper 
staff asked students to donate baked 
goods. The newspaper staff held the 
Holiday Co-op Cookoff on Monday, 
November 29. They also judged the 
holiday treats Monday afternoon 
and voted on their top five treats. 
Junior Lily Dohmen is a member 
of newspaper and helped judge the 
treats for the cook-off.

“My favorite part of judging 
was tasting all the holiday treats 
that were made. I barely ate lunch 
that day because of how much food 
there was,” Dohmen said.

The cook-off had thirteen 
students and staff enter and had a 
total of fifteen different baked goods 
to try. The baked goods that were 
entered ranged from staff member 
Chris Mustard’s marshmallow 
wreaths to eighth-grader Sophie 
Parker’s cookie dough and Oreo 
layered brownie.

“I wanted another reason to 
bake so my mom would not be mad 
when I asked her if I could make 
something else,” Parker said. 

 There was even a family 
feud within the bake sale between 
eighth-graders Audrey Stoner and 
her reindeer brownies and her sister 
Elizabeth Stoner, who made frosted 
peanut butter cookies.

“I wanted a wider audience for 
my cookies. I also wanted to go up 
against Audrey,” Elizabeth Stoner 
said.

Some students even entered 
multiple baked goods in hopes of 
winning the cook-off. Freshman 
Abby Schumacher entered three 
different baked goods into the cook-
off. 

“For the cook-off, I baked 
peanut butter cookies with M&M’s, 
cornflake wreaths, and Christmas 
chow. I baked these because they 
are good, festive, and mostly easy to 
bake,” Schumacher said. 

Junior Claire Rickert placed 
third with her chocolate cupcakes 
with chocolate and whipped cream 
frosting. Freshman Jessica Jack-
son came in second place with red 
velvet and cream cheese frosting 
cookie sandwiches. The first-place 
winner was junior Libbie Brezens-
ki who baked caramel cheese-
cake cookies. The winners were 
announced Monday after school. 
Brezenski won a $50 gift card and 
Rickert and Jackson won $25 gift 
cards of their choice.

“Honestly, I do not even like 
baking and usually mess up the 
recipe, but I thought it would be fun 
to enter something in the cook-off,” 
Rickert said.

 Tuesday during snack break 
and Wednesday before school, 
students could buy the baked goods 
from journalism teacher Angie 

Angie Rusher / Journalism  Advisor

During the Christmas season, 
Scotus Central Catholic holds their 
annual craft boutique show. The 
craft boutique is one of the two 

main fundraising events that Scotus 
holds, and it is also a way vendors 
can publicize their items or busi-
ness. 

The craft boutique took place 
on Sunday, December 5th, inside the 
school. Vendors filled the hallways, 
the Dowd Activity Center, the 

Scotus juniors Lauren Houfek, Samantha Johnston, Emma Lindhorst, and Ashley Hoffman work 
together to decorate posters for the Scotus Craft Boutique. The Craft Boutique took place on 
Sunday December 5th.

Senior Luke Przymus switches between Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde while seniors Zoe Euteneuer and 
Chris Adame taunt him as the specters. The Scotus One Act team presented their home perfo-
mance of The Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde on November 28th. 

Gavin Brabec / Rock Bottom Staff

cafeteria, and Memorial Hall. Down 
in the cafeteria, chicken noodle 
soup and sloppy joes were served 
for lunch, along with breakfast and 
many different desserts.

The Shamrock Singers sing 
Christmas carols every year for the 
craft boutique. They could be found 

wandering the halls, gym, and cafe-
teria singing their season tunes. 

Senior Luke Przymus has been 
in Shamrock Singers for four years, 
and his favorite song to carol is 
“Silent Night.” 

“People who listened to us 
felt a personal connection with the 
music instead of just listening to the 
speakers,” Przymus said. 

Sophomore Cecilia Arndt is 
currently in her second year of 
Shamrock Singers, and she believed 
everyone seemed to enjoy the 
caroling. 

“It was fun to be able to bring 
some Christmas joy to the shoppers 
and crafters,” Arndt said. 

Scotus mother Julie Hoffman 
has been on the Scotus craft bou-
tique committee for the past four 
years. 

“This year my responsibility 
was to take care of the vendors. I 
handled vendor applications, vendor 
communication and booth layout,” 
Hoffman said. “There are many oth-
er responsibilities of the committee 
- from public relations/advertising, 
sign-up of volunteers, coordination 
of the event with the Scotus staff, 
to lining up the food and entertain-
ment.”

Rock BottomRock Bottom

https://stock.adobe.com
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The chilling sound of haunt-
ing music paired with the trill of 
deranged laughter echoes through 
the theatre. The flashing lights hide 
the dark truth of a mad scientist and 
his research, and the revolving set 
brings focus to the bright red door at 
the center of the stage. The audience 
experiences all of this and more at 
the Scotus One Act’s production of 
The Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and 

Mr. Hyde.
The team’s cast and crew have 

been preparing their production 
nonstop since the start of October 
with the dream of making it to state. 
They have competed in numerous 
meets and gave their home perfor-
mance on November 28th. Even 
though the team was unable to 
compete at conference, that did not 
stop their groove and on December 
3rd they competed at districts at the 
Central Community College here 
in Columbus. Senior Luke Przymus 
played the lead characters Dr. Jekyll 
and Mr. Hyde in the play.

“We have a well-balanced 
group of actors, a great crew, genius 
directors, and a drive to win,” Przy-
mus stated.

The team not only competed in 
districts but won it as well. Scotus 
has not won one act districts in over 
a decade making this only the third 
time it has been done in Scotus 
history. All three of the judges 
scored them as 1st place. Senior Zoe 
Euteneuer played the role of Specter 
2, one of the leads in the production.

“The specters I like to think of 
as the physical embodiment of the 
voices in Dr. Jekyll’s head telling 

him to go farther and farther with 
his research. We show the audience 
the first glimpse of Jekyll’s dark 
side and represent the evil inside all 
of us,” Euteneuer said.

Junior Kavanaugh Splittgerber 
played the role of Hastie Lanyon in 
the production and celebrated their 
team’s big win at districts.

“The moment when we all re-
alized we won was one of the most 
overwhelming experiences I’ve ever 
had,” Splittgerber stated. “We all 
freaked out at the same time and 
celebrated until our lungs gave out.”

The Scotus one act crew even 
won their own award. They received 
the award of being the best techni-
cal crew at districts. Senior Sydney 
Quinn has been a part of the crew 
for three years. This year for The 
Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. 
Hyde, Quinn ran the sounds for the 
performance and was excited to win 
an award specifically for the crew.

“It was breathtaking,” Quinn 
said. “To be a part of something like 
that is a once in a lifetime opportu-
nity!”

On December 10th, the team 
competed in the state meet at 
Norfolk’s Johnny Carson Theatre 
at 6:00p.m. and were the last show 
to perform. They were able to take 
4th place out of six teams. Senior 
Emiliano Rodriguez helped run 
backstage setup of tech as well as 
props as a part of Scotus’ crew.

“If I could use one word to 
describe my feelings while at state, 
it would be ‘proud.’ Scotus one act 
had not been to state in fourteen 
years,” Rodriquez stated. “However, 
our team broke that this year. With 

See ONE ACT, Page 2
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BOUTIQUE COOK-OFF
Rusher’s room for $1. The bake sale 
raised $180 for the Holdiay Co-op 
to give back during this Christmas 
season. Scotus Journalism donated 
$100 in gift cards for the prizes so 
that all the bake sale money could 
be donated. 

Seventh grader Ainsley Kuhl 
baked hot chocolate cookies for the 
cook-off.

“My favorite part of the Hol-
iday Cook-off was when the extra 
food was made into a bake sale. 
People told me they liked my cook-
ies so that made my day,” Kuhl said.

The Journalism team developed 
the idea of a cook-off and bake sale 
to give back to the community. 
With the first ever Holiday Co-op 
Cookoff being a success, Scotus can 
expect this new tradition for years 
to come. 

Scotus makes money from this 
event by charging a booth fee to 
vendors, admission for those who 
attend the event, and breakfast and 
lunch that is served in the cafeteria. 
The band department also has a 
bake sale in which the proceeds go 
towards the band.

“Even though there is a lot of 
work involved with this event, it is 
great to see how everything comes 
together the weekend of the event - 
it gets you into spirit of Christmas 
as we decorate the hallways and 
listen to Christmas music!” Hoff-
man said. 

There were over 150 adult 
volunteers and over 80 student vol-
unteers for this event. About three 
months prior to the event, mainte-
nance supervisor Joe Schoenfelder 
played a vital role in making sure 
the gyms and cafeteria are prepared. 
Marketing director Taylor Dahl was 
also actively involved with advertis-
ing and promoting the event.

“It is great to hear from vendors 
when they express their appreciation 
for all the help they receive from 
parents and students who volunteer 
to assist them in bringing in their 
handmade craft items into the gym 
for set-up,” Hoffman said. 

Junior Lauren Houfek was a 
student helper at the craft boutique. 
Her mom is part of the committee 
that runs it as well. 

“Doing this made me realize 
that helping someone can go a long 
way whether that was holding the 
door open or carrying in their crafts 
they always were,” Houfek said.

This year the committee con-
sisted of six people: Jolene Bock, 
Mindy Hash, Nicki Houfek, Carrie 
Maguire, Nicole Wangler and Julie 
Hoffman. Nicole Blaser was in 
charge of the kitchen.

“People appreciate when you 
helped them bring their crafts into 
the building for them and basical-
ly relieved some of the stress for 
getting set up,” Houfek said. “It’s 
always nice to help someone and 
know you put a smile on their face.”

Angie Rusher / Journalism Advisor

Students participated in the Holiday Co-op Cookoff on Novem-
ber 29, 2021. This new Scotus tradition was sponsored by the 
newspaper staff and raised $180 for the Holiday Co-op.

ONE ACT
our incredibly talented cast, crew, 
and co-directors, we were able to 
make it to state this year. I’m proud 
of everyone on the team this year, 
and I’m sure they’re proud of each 

other as well.”
Even though the one act team 

to get first or runner-up, senior 
Roxanne Beschaler was a part of 
ensemble and was glad to be a part 

of one act this year.
“I just had this feeling that our 

team was a special kind of amaz-
ing. I knew we would get far this 
season,” Beshaler concluded.

Angie Rusher / Journalism Advisor
Seniors Kyanne Casperson and Luke Przymus play the characters Ada and Mr. Hyde in this 
scene. The Scotus one act team placed 4th at state at the Johnny Carson Theater in Norfolk.
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F a c e  y o u r  f e a r ,  s a v e  a  l i f e

By Gavin Brabec
Staff Reporter

Several students at Scotus 
have coordinated blood drives 
the last few years. These 
service projects highlight the 
demand for blood throughout 
the country.

Every two seconds 

someone in the United States 
needs blood. People receive 
blood for life-threatening 
illnesses, blood disorders, 
traumatic injuries, and other 
conditions. COVID-19 has 
caused many blood drives 
across the country to be 
cancelled, leading to an even 
greater problem.

The Scotus community 
of age and eligibility should 
donate blood to help the 
overgrowing need in the 
medical community.

Many patients coming 
into a hospital will need 
blood transfusions. It is con-
sistently used for treatment 
of accident victims, cancer 
patients, hemophiliacs, and 
surgery patients. According 
to the American Red Cross, 
approximately 36,000 units 
of red blood cells are needed 
every day in the U. S. A single 

car accident victim can re-
quire as many as 100 units of 
blood. This tragic event alone 
can quickly deplete a blood 
supply. Blood and platelets 
cannot be manufactured or 
made in a lab. It can only be 
taken from humans, causing a 
dire need for donations.

Donating blood and 
getting poked with a needle 
is not as frightening as it may 
appear. The nurses will make 
sure someone is not looking 
at the needle before they 
insert it in the arm. The entire 
process is fairly short, with 
most donors staying at a do-
nation site no longer than an 
hour. Donors will only donate 
one pint of blood which the 
body quickly replenishes. A 
statistic from the American 
Red Cross states an estimated 
6.8 million people in the U.S. 
donate blood. It is a selfless 

act more people should be 
aware of. Donating blood can 
also be a way to have a free 
health screening, and first-
time donors will be able to 
find out their blood type. For 
teenagers, the first donation 
can be scary, but donating 
with a friend or parent at the 
Scotus blood drive can lessen 
the nerves of an experience.

When people turn 16, 
they are eligible to donate 
blood in the United States. At 
Scotus, Mrs. Dusel will speak 
to the sophomore and junior 
classes about donating blood. 
16-year-old donors will need 
a parental consent form. High 
school students ages 16-18 
must meet certain height and 
weight requirements found 
on the American Red Cross 
website. Females who are 18 
years old or younger must 
weigh at least 110 pounds 

or more depending on their 
height. For example, a 5’2” 
female must weigh 129 
pounds. Males who are taller 
than 5 feet must weigh at least 
110 pounds. After donating 
blood, a donor must wait 56 
days until donating again. 
The Red Cross encourages 
teens to be “healthy donors”, 
meaning maintaining iron 
levels and having overall good 
health are also basic require-
ments to donate.

Less than 38 percent of 
the U.S. population is eligible 
to give blood or platelets. 
Any eligible person willing to 
donate can contact a student 
coordinating a blood drive, 
sign up to donate at the Sco-
tus blood drive in February, 
or sign up on the American 
Red Cross website or app. The 
day of a blood donation, fill 
out the RapidPass to speed up 

the process at the site. It is a 
series of questions which take 
about ten minutes to fill in. 
The process of a whole blood 
donation only takes about 
8-10 minutes. Then, in a few 
weeks, donors will receive an 
email on where their blood 
donation was used.

Donating blood is a 
selfless act which saves lives 
across the country. A single 
pint from a donation can be 
used for surgeries and trauma 
victims. There is a constant 
need for the national blood 
supply and teen donors play a 
huge role in donations. Scotus 
students should strongly con-
sider the benefits of donating 
blood and enjoy the feeling 
of knowing the donation is 
helping save lives. Now, are 
you ready to save a life?

Wi nt e r  i s  s n ow  l au g h i ng  m at t e r

By Kavan Splittgerber
Staff Reporter

The holiday season is 
finally here as 2021 slowly 
comes to a close. The start of 
2022 will sadly not be a warm 
welcome as winter will be in 

full swing. On the surface, 
winter may seem peaceful 
as any other season, but this 
time of the year is full of cha-
os and freezing temperatures.
 Out of the four seasons, 
winter is the hardest to chill 
with. Jack Frost brews bliz-
zards which prevent anyone 
from going anywhere and 
enjoying the outdoors. Even 
if you are not threatened by 
winter, most of nature is, 
trees, plants, and animals all 
perish due to the freezing 
environment.

Winter is a huge atten-
tion seeker as when it rolls 
around; it makes sure every-
one knows. In fact, winter 
doesn’t want you to leave 
either. Winter makes sure 
you stay for its entire perfor-
mance. With roads frozen, 

powerlines shut off, and doors 
boarded up with snow, trying 
to leave the comfort of your 
home is a futile effort. Snow 
doesn’t stop causing problems 
there, it quickly covers the 
land and any chances you had 
of playing soccer with your 
friends.

 To top everything off, 
winter is the bleakest season 
of them all. Summer, spring, 
and fall are all full of vibrant 
reds, oranges, and yellows 
which keep life lively. Winter 
gets the boring colors of 
white and gray, which hardly 
brighten up anyone’s day. 
Even the days themselves feel 
shorter with the sunlight leav-
ing much earlier than usual. 
The trees lose their leaves and 
plants lose their color under 
the absurd amount of snow, 

which covers up all signs of 
life. A walk around town in 
winter is cold, bland, and qui-
et. Even people suffer from 
winter’s wrath as sicknesses 
are caught and spread easier 
than ever. Winter in Texas 
last year was so tragic the en-
tire state shut down and froze 
over; people lost their lives 
due to winter. The months 
with the highest mortality 
rates are January and Decem-
ber; the connection here is 
obvious.

 But what about the fun 
times winter can bring, such 
as playing in the snow and 
drinking hot cocoa? Noth-
ing is stopping you from 
drinking hot chocolate at 
any time; besides, there are 
plenty of chilly days in the 
other seasons which allow for 

a warm drink. As for playing 
in the snow, taking the time 
to put on all the necessary 
snow equipment to be warm 
outside is a major hassle. It 
only takes one mistake for 
you to get a face full of freez-
ing snow, and then, suddenly, 
you’re no longer having a 
good time.

If winter had any posi-
tives at all it would have to be 
Christmas, right? Although 
the holiday is fun for families 
and friends alike, it’s held 
back by the season it’s in. 
Many people travel during 
the holidays to see family 
around the country or go on 
a fun vacation and travel-
ling would be much easier 
if snowstorms and blizzards 
weren’t a concern. Travelling 
long distances on frozen 

roads can be dangerous at 
times and an accident is not 
something anyone wants to 
encounter during Christmas. 
Christmas is not a bad holi-
day but being in winter brings 
down how great it could be.

 The consequences of 
winter heavily outweigh the 
benefits and opportunities 
presented. With every other 
season being filled with color, 
life, and warmth, it’s hard to 
look forward to winter. No 
other season is nearly as re-
stricting or challenging to get 
through, but we must push 
on every single year. Some 
people are excited to see it 
arrive while I can only look 
towards its end.

Motivation Station(work in progress)

By Hannah Pflum
Editor

Imagine this. You are 
awoken from a nice warm 
slumber by an annoying 
alarm clock. You know you 
should get up. You should get 

dressed for school and work 
toward having a productive 
day. On the other side, you 
could just stay in bed and 
sleep. That sounds good, 
right? I think we have all been 
in this scenario where all we 
want to do is forget our wor-
ries and relax because we lack 
the motivation to complete 
our goals.

The Merriam-Webster 
Dictionary defines motiva-
tion as “the act or process 
of giving someone a reason 
for doing something” and 
“the condition of being eager 
to act or work.” It sounds 
simple enough, right? Wrong! 
Staying motivated is difficult 
enough on our best days, but 
adding on a cold bleak winter 
just puts the cherry on top. 

Even now with winter upon 
us, I find myself struggling 
to put the words together to 
bring you this article.
So how did I do it?

I find that when it comes 
to motivation there are three 
main steps you need to keep 
in mind. One, set up realistic 
goals. Two, always keep a 
schedule with deadlines for 
your goal. And three, be nice 
to yourself.

One of the most import-
ant steps for keeping your 
motivation strong is to have 
realistic goals to direct your 
efforts. It is important these 
goals are kept realistic and 
not something completely 
wild and out of the ballpark. 
A goal in which you wish to 
grow nine feet tall is a bit un-

realistic. Now, there are two 
types of goals you can step 
up for yourself, long-term 
goals and short-term goals. 
An example of a long-term 
goal would be getting into 
your dream college or job, 
and an example of a short-
term goal would be getting 
all of your studying done 
for your calculus test. It is 
important to have these goals 
set up because without them 
you would have nowhere to 
direct your motivation, and 
undirected motivation tends 
to fade away quickly.

The second step to 
staying motivated is to set up 
a schedule to follow. Hav-
ing a schedule will give you 
something concrete to work 
toward and prevent the all 

too familiar urge of waiting 
“just one more day” to start 
working. It is important this 
schedule not only have a 
“final due date” but several 
dates in-between the start and 
finish that serve as check-
points for your progress as 
well. In the case for studying 
for a test, the final date would 
be the dreaded test date and 
the checkpoints in-between 
would be working on the 
concepts each night. Keeping 
a schedule makes your goal 
more achievable and your 
motivation steady.

The final, and probably 
the most important, step to 
having strong motivation is 
simply to be nice to yourself. 
Do not be afraid to take a 
break and have some fun. If 

you are constantly in work 
mode 24/7, you could easily 
burnout and learn to hate 
whatever you are working on. 
Motivation tends to disap-
pear if you hate what you are 
doing. So, take that break and 
go hang out with friends. Just 
remember to come back and 
continue your work.

That is what I did for 
this for this article. I set up a 
goal of writing this article on 
staying motivated by No-
vember 22nd, and along the 
way taking breaks for movie 
marathons with my family 
and conversations with my 
friends. Yes, motivation can 
be hard, and my own motiva-
tion wanes often. But if you 
keep working at it, you will 
get there. I promise.

Maysa Kuhl/ Rockbottom Staff
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Grace Mustard / Rock Bottom Staff

Senior Gavin Brabec presents his closing argument at regional finals at the 
Seward’s Justice Center on Tuesday, November 16th. At this competition, the 
Scotus Gold team lost to York by one point.

New leaders push girls’ basketball

Freshman point guard Emma Brezenski runs the ball down the court at the 
game against Guardian Angels Central Catholic on December 7th at home. 
Brezenski was the lead scorer of the night with 13 points.

Abee Hutchinson / Rock Bottom Staff

The girls’ basketball 
season is now underway. The 
team is fighting against the 
top ten teams but, unfortu-
nately, coming up short at the 
start of the season. Consis-
tent improvement is on their 
minds. The season began 
with practices on November 
15th.

New strategies and 
gameplay have faced the 
team, making them adapt 
with the new season’s chang-
es.

“We completely 
scrapped our regular offense 
from last year. Everyone on 
the team has a specific role 
to play now. We are going 
through some growing pains 
that will just take time, but I 
am optimistic for the season,” 
senior point guard Grace 
Mustard stated.

Coming off one of their 
best seasons in a few years, 
the team lost five seniors. 
With an almost entirely new 
varsity lineup, girls’ basket-
ball must rely on each other 
even more this season.

Junior point guard 
Maysa Kuhl said, “There 
are definitely new leaders 
in the gym this year. Losing 
five seniors forced all of the 
upperclassmen to take up that 
role and lead the team.”

The young team has 
to learn how to coordinate 
and play with each others’ 
strengths to achieve the goals 
they are after.

“We have very good 
team chemistry. We have a 
perfect mix of serious and 
still have fun and make mem-
ories,” junior guard Kaelyn 
Dierman said.

The girls traveled to play 
first-ranked Hastings St. Ce-
cilia in C-2 for the first game 
of the season on December 
2nd. The hard-fought game 
resulted in a 27-30 loss for 
the Shamrocks. Junior post 
Hailey Steffensmeier was the 
lead scorer of the game with 
11 points.

“I am disappointed we 
lost, but I am proud of the 
effort we put into the game. 
Our defense was spectacular, 
and we had some good plays. 
It was hard to hang in there,” 
Steffensmeier stated.

The first game of the 
season set the tone for how 

the team needs to improve 
to play in their upcoming 
games.

Senior guard Kate Magu-
ire said, “We need to push the 
ball ahead more. We have a 
hard time getting open shots. 
If we push the ball ahead in 
transition, we will have more 
openings to score.”

The second game of the 
season was home on De-
cember 7th against Guardian 
Angels Central Catholic. The 
game ended with a score of 
34-37 which resulted in a 
loss for the Rocks. Freshman 
point guard Emma Brezenski 
was the lead scorer of the 
game with 13 points.

“Playing in my first 
high school game there were 
some nerves leading up 
to it because I didn’t want 
to let my coaches and the 
girls down, but I am super 
grateful for my teammates 
who encouraged and helped 
me out throughout the night,” 
Brezenski said. “I’ve never 
played in front of an actual 
crowd, so it was super fun to 
experience that part of it.”

The girls have a tough 
schedule before Christmas, 
playing eight games in total 
against high ranked teams.

“Our goal is to keep 
putting in our best effort 
and play to the best of our 
abilities, so we can hopefully 
come away with some wins,” 
Steffensmeier said.

The Rocks played Grand 
Island Central Catholic at 
home on Friday, December 
10th. The game ended with a 

win for the team. On Sat-
urday, December 11th, they 
played Humphrey St. Francis 
in the Dowd Activity Center. 
The final score was 38-36, 
resulting in a win for the 
girls. Then, they traveled to 
play Concordia on December 
14th. The next game for the 
girls is away against Pierce 

tomorrow.
“We have to play one 

game at a time. We cannot 
look too far ahead. We must 
focus on one game, practice, 
and then prepare for the 
next,” sophomore post Joan-
na Rusher concluded.

Boys’ basketball battles adversity

Junior Carter Filipi dribbles the ball against Guardian Angels Central Catholic on 
December 7th. The Shamrocks took a 52 - 45 victory.

Claire Rickert / Rock Bottom Staff

By Grace Mustard
Staff Reporter

As the winter sport sea-
sons are starting, the Scotus 
boys’ basketball team has 
high hopes for the season. 
Each year’s team has to re-
build after losing seniors, and 

this season is no different. 
Senior Nolan Fleming is a 
two-year varsity starter.

“We are starting fresh 
and doing everything dif-
ferent this year. [We have a] 
new coach, new team, new 
jerseys, and a new defense,” 
Fleming said.

The newest addition to 
the team is head coach Mike 

VunCannon. After Tyler 
Swanson stepped down at the 
end of last season, VunCan-
non hopped on the opportu-
nity to lead the boys this year 
after coaching the girls JV 
team.

“I thoroughly enjoyed 
my time with the girls last 
year, and to be honest, last 
year made me a better teacher 

of the game,” VunCannon 
said. “I’ve been coaching 
basketball for almost 25 
years, and all but one has 
been with boys.”

The transition into this 
season went smoothly overall 
for VunCannon. Coach Zach 
McPhillips returns for the 
season, and assistant prin-
cipal Brady Vancura is the 
new freshmen coach on the 
sidelines this year. 

“My biggest challenge 
was getting to know the boys 
that I didn’t know, mainly 
the juniors and sophomores,” 
Vuncannon said. “As far as 
where the season goes, we 
will just have to take one 
game and one practice at a 
time. The journey is why I 
coach because we will work 
to be a better team in Febru-
ary than in December. The 
process is half the fun!”

The first two weeks of 
season, the boys spent their 
nights in the gym after school 
at practice preparing for their 
upcoming games. 

“We have a lot of po-
tential, and we will continue 
to work together and grow 
as a team,” senior Carson 
Czarnick said.

Before the games even 
started, senior Garrett Oakley 
decided to undergo surgery 
on December 15th to repair a 
torn labrum. As if that wasn’t 
enough bad news for the 
team, senior Seth VunCannon 
went down with an ankle 
sprain in an early practice. 
After inspection, a possi-
ble 2-4-week recovery was 
issued.

“I am just trying to heal 
up and get back on the court. 
With my injury and Garrett’s 
surgery, our team is going to 
have to work twice as hard, 
and some guys are going 
to have to step up who we 
weren’t expecting to,” Vun-
Cannon said.

Starting off the regular 
season on December 2nd, the 
Shamrocks traveled to Hast-
ings to play the St. Cecilia 
Bluehawks. The game ended 

with a Shamrock loss, 28-46. 
Junior starter Jack Faust had 
nine points.

“It was the first game, so 
there are going to be ups and 
downs. We are moving past it 
and making ourselves better 
because of it,” Faust said.

The Rocks played 
Guardian Angels Central 
Catholic on their home court. 
After a tight first half, the 
Rocks pulled ahead claiming 
a 52-45 victory. Oakley was 
the team’s leading scorer with 
20 points and 10 rebounds. 

“It felt really good to get 
the first win of the season at 
home. We all played together 
and found a way,” Oakley 
said.

Just three days later, the 
Shamrocks took a loss to 
Grand Island Central Cath-
olic at home on Friday the 
10th. The final score of the 
game was 49-40.

The Shamrocks played 
Omaha Concordia away on 
Tuesday, December 14th. 

Claire Rickert / Rock Bottom Staff

Senior Garrett Oakley shoots a free throw during the Guardian Angels Central 
Catholic game. Oakley had 20 points and 10 rebounds.

Abee Hutchinson / Rock Bottom Staff

Junior guard Kaelyn Dierman dribbles the ball down the court in the Dowd 
Activity Center on December 7th at the game against Guardian Angels Central 
Catholic. The girls lost the game 34 - 37.

Abee Hutchinson / Rock Bottom Staff
Junior Ally Wemhoff and sophomore Nicole Peterson do a turn in the flag team’s 
state dance routine. The team performed this dance at halftime of the girls’ 
basketball game on December 7th.

By Gavin Brabec
Staff Reporter
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Swim team builds around young swimmers

Small wrestling team takes huge strides

The swim season is back 
in session with the swim-
mers starting two a days on 
November 15th. The team 
has two practices every day 
for the whole season in order 
for them to be fully prepared 
for their meets. The number 
of CHS swimmers always 
greatly overpowers the 
number of Scotus swimmers. 
The same is true for this 
year as there are only three 
Scotus swimmers competing 
for the Columbus swim and 
dive team. Sophomore Mary 
Faltys is out for her second 

By Kate Maguire
Staff Reporter

year of swimming.
“The team is working 

on getting the fundamentals 
just right this year, so we can 
build on them. We are also 
working to strengthen each 
person in their individual 
events instead of everyone 
doing the same thing,” Faltys 
said.

The team tested if their 
practices were paying off 
in their first dual against 
Fremont. In a dual, there are 
only two teams that compete 
against each other compared 
to in a meet where there 
are several different teams 
swimming against each other. 
Faltys competes in a number 
of different events. Against 
Fremont, she competed in 

200 IM, 100 freestyle, 400 
free relay, and 200 medley 
relay. She placed second in 
the 200 IM and fourth in the 
100 free.

“Our first meet helped 
us realize where we’re at and 
where we need to go. It also 
helped us bond as a team be-
cause we always cheer each 
other on at meets,” Faltys 
said.

Junior Alex Settje also 
competed in the meet in the 
100 freestyle and 100 breast 
stroke.

“It was our first meet 
together as a new team, so 
we all learned each other's 
strengths and weaknesses,” 
Settje said.

Since the swim team is 

made up of both Scotus and 
Columbus swimmers, this 
can provide an opportunity 
for students to form a rela-
tionship with someone from 
another school rather than 
always being in a sport with 
someone from their same 
school. Freshman Sophia 
Mowrey competes in mainly 
fly events at meets.

“I mean I am new to the 
team, and it is a nice change 
of people from Scotus. I like 
new, and it is good to see 
some of my old friends there 
which is great,” Mowrey 
said.

The team’s first big meet 
was the Hastings Invite. 
There were seven teams there 
which included Hastings, 

Abee Hutchinson / Rock Bottom Staff
Junior Alex Settje swims the freestyle during the teams’ time trials at the 
Aquatic Center on Saturday, November 20th. Settje competes in the 100 free-
style and 100 breast stroke.

Abee Hutchinson / Rock Bottom Staff
Sophomore Mary Faltys swims the breathstroke on Saturday, November 20th 
during the team’s time trials at the Aquatic Center. Faltys is one of the top re-
turning swimmers for the team this season.

Freshman Spencer Shotkoski challenges a North Bend wrestler during a match 
at the Lakeview Invite. The team placed 9th overall.

Senior Riley Eickmeier pins a North Bend wrestler during a wrestling match at 
the Lakeview Invite. Riley placed 2nd in the 170 weight class.

 While basketball 
practices after school, the 
wrestling team finds them-
selves in Memorial Hall roll-
ing out the mats before the 
sun is shining. Unlike other 
sports, the whole program, 
including junior high, practic-
es in the same gym together.

Scotus has nine boys out 
for high school wrestling this 
year. 

Along with football, 

By Claire Rickert
Staff Reporter

Linder is the head coach for 
wrestling. This is his second 
year coaching wrestling.

“It’s going well. The 
guys are working really 
hard,” head coach Tyler 
Linder said.

Sophomore David DeLe-
on has been wrestling since 
eighth grade.

“The best part of wres-
tling is the bond you get with 
people and coaches,” DeLeon 
said.

Having such a small 
team creates a tight-knit 
community between not only 

players, but coaches as well.
“We’re just working on 

our wrestling knowledge and 
getting better day to day,” 
Linder said.

The team had their first 
meet on December 3rd at 
Lakeview. It was a one-day 
tournament with thirteen 
different teams.

“It went very well, we 
had three placers, and we 
definitely know where we 
are at after that first meet,” 
Linder said.

Senior Riley Eickmeier 
went 3-1 with a second-place 

Columbus, Kearney, Norfolk, 
North Platte, McCook, and 
Scottsbluff. Columbus boys 
and girls both finished fifth as 
a team at the meet.

“I think it was good to 
have six other teams there to 
remind us of the intense com-
petition we will face through-
out the season, even when we 
can’t see it all,” Faltys said.

On any team, it is im-
portant to have a good group 
of leaders who can lead by 
example and create a positive 
environment. However, there 
may not always be a lot of 
experience returning to a 
roster.

“This year we have a lot 
of new swimmers. We lost 
eight seniors last year and 

only have five this year. Even 
though our team is a little 
more inexperienced than last 
year, we are still doing pretty 
good,” Faltys said.

Columbus hosted a dual 
and a meet this year. The 
dual was against Lincoln 
Northeast where the boys 
placed … and the girls placed 
… overall. Their home meet 
hosted teams from … The 
boys placed … and the girls 
placed … overall.

Settje concludes with his 
predictions for the rest of the 
year.

“It’s going to be a good 
swim season,” Settje said.

Audrey Sprunk / Yearbook Staff Audrey Sprunk / Yearbook Staff

finish, sophomore Spencer 
Wittwer also went 3-1 plac-
ing third, and DeLeon went 
2-2 with a fifth-place finish. 
Sophomores Evan Kiene, 
David Deleon, Rudy Brunk-
horst, and freshman Spencer 
Shotkoski had their first high 
school wins.

“The Lakeview meet 
really opened my eyes to how 
serious high school wrestling 
is, compared to junior high,” 
freshman Joseph Cornwell 
said.

The team placed ninth 
with 52.9 points out of thir-

teen teams.
“If we can take the 

things we did well and con-
tinue to sharpen those skills, 
we are going to be in good 
shape come districts,” Linder 
said.

The team will have 
competed in fourteen meets 
before districts.

The team competed in a 
dual against Raymond Cen-
tral on December 10th. 

“We competed in five 
duals and only won one. That 
was expected because in 
order to be a great dual team, 

you need a full roster, which 
we do not have,” Linder said.

Out of the five teams, 
they beat Weeping Water.

DeLeon went 3-2, 
Wittwer went 3-1, and Riley 
Eickmeier went 2-1.

The boys are competing 
in a triangular with Aquinas 
Catholic and Central City 
today in David City.

The teams next meet will 
a one-day tournament this 
Saturday in Logan View.

“Never give up! GO 
ROCKS,” freshman Spencer 
Shotkoski said.

Band director Kristen Cox receives a bouquet from the band seniors at the 
Christmas concert. Seniors Emiliano Rodriquez and Alaina Dierman handed her 
the bouquet before they performed.

Seniors Avery Dierman and Camille Cox play their trumpets for jazz band at the 
Christmas concert. Both Dierman and Cox are section leaders for the trumpets 
in band.

Grace Mustard / Rock Bottom Staff Grace Mustard / Rock Bottom Staff
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When the holiday season 
approaches, families start 
their annual traditions. These 
traditions include having 
Christmas movie marathons, 
looking at Christmas lights, 
setting up holiday deco-
rations, or making special 
holiday foods.

On November 12, a 
survey was sent out to the 
Scotus students’ emails about 
making holiday foods. They 
were asked what foods they 
enjoy making, who makes 
them, and why do they enjoy 
making them.

“The holiday season is 
when I eat too much food,” 
junior Jase Christensen said.

According to spoonuni-
versity.com, the three most 
common types of holiday 
foods eaten are pecan pie, ap-
ple pie, and peppermint bark.

“My family makes Krin-
glas (a Norwegian sweet-
bread), which has been in 
our family for years,” junior 
Maysa Kuhl said.

Kringlas are a type of 

Holiday foods bring families together

Students have giving hearts for the holiday

Snow much fun outdoors this season

Photo Courtesy Maysa Kuhl

Photo Courtesy Eden Broberg
Senior Eden Broberg smiles along with Abbie Tessendorf and Denise Kollath be-
hind the baby care products she collected and donated to Center for Survivors. 
Many Scotus students took the opportunity with their service projects to help 
those in need during the holidays.

Junior Maysa Kuhl makes Kringlas, a Norwegian Sweetbread at her home for 
the holidays. The Kuhl family makes them every year during the holiday season.

By Maysa Kuhl
Staff Reporter

By Grace Mustard
Staff Reporter

By Lily Dohmen
Staff Reporter

Christmas sugar cookie, 
which originated from Nor-
way.

“We make Christmas 
cookies. Every year my 
grandma comes over, and we 
make what she calls her ‘se-
cret recipe,’” seventh grader 
Calben Pelan said.

Many students men-
tioned baking different types 
of cookies and decorating 
them with their families.

“I love making Christ-
mas cookies because it is fun-
ny how my younger brother 
always makes a mess. Our 
only job is to put frosting on 
the cookies, and my brother 
will get it ALL OVER him-
self,” seventh grader Brooke 
Krienke said.

Traditional holiday din-
ners feature turkey, stuffing, 
mashed potatoes and gravy, 
cranberry sauce, and vegeta-
bles. Some families incorpo-
rate their culture and heritag-
es into their holiday meals.

“My mom makes a Sal-
vadoran pane, which is bread 
with broth, chicken, and 
veggies in it,” eighth grader 
Alejandra Lopez-Martinez 
said.

Families either stick with 

traditional foods for their 
holiday dinner or they try out 
new foods or recipes.

“We have prime rib 
every year, and we try out 
the different recipes for it,” 
senior Callie Backman said.

Some families decide 
to split up food preparations 
between members. For ex-
ample, one person may cook 
and bring meat and another 
person may bring a vegetable 
tray.

“My grandma makes all 
the food and our family each 
individually brings a separate 
food item such as vegeta-
bles,” eighth grader Devin 
Reidmiller said.

Food can bring families 
together during the holidays. 
It can make a love bond.

“[I like making these 
foods] because it makes my 
other family members hap-
py,” Reidmiller stated.

The website christmas-
treeassociation.org stated that 
foods and decorations make 
families happy during the 
holiday season because this a 
chance for families to make 
memories together.

“Sometimes it can be fun 
because I’m making mem-

ories with my family. Other 
times I hate how much time 
it takes to make all the food,” 
junior Shay Smith said.

John 3:16 states “For 
God so loved the world that 
he gave his one and only Son, 

With the change of Liv-
ing the Faith hour require-
ments, Scotus students have 
taken part in more acts of 
service than ever. The service 
projects have opened new 
doors to giving this year, and 
many kids have taken this as 
an opportunity to give back 
to those in need. 

One act of kindness 
was seniors Eden Broberg’s 
and Chris Adame’s “Project 
Pastel”. Baby supplies such 
as blankets, diapers, clothes, 
toys, and formula were col-
lected and donated to Center 
For Survivors for those in 
need throughout the Colum-
bus area.

“This experience helped 
me to become more humble 
and grateful for everything I 
grew up with,” Broberg said. 
“It has really impacted me to 
continue to help give these 
babies all a chance to be giv-
en quality care and supplies.”

Sophomores Cecilia 
Arndt and Ella Broberg 
hopped on the giving train 
and collected breakfast foods 
such as cereal, oatmeal pack-

ets, and granola bars to give 
to the Open Door Mission in 
Omaha. This mission house 
provides beds, meals, and re-
sources to over 1,000 people 
in need.

“We are grateful for our 
food and appreciate how 
much we have. Some people 
don’t even have the means to 
eat breakfast, so we are trying 
to help them,” Arndt said.

Juniors Jack Faust and 
Izic Pillen hosted a “Coat 
Drive” for their service proj-
ect, which will greatly impact 
families in the Columbus area 
this winter. Boxes were set 
out at Scotus, NPPD, and Pil-
len Family Farms for people 
to donate.

“Many people donated, 
and we got well over 100 
coats. We donated them all 
to the Simon House,” Faust 
said, “It was a pretty simple 
project, but it feels good to 
help others in need.”

Along with coats, Simon 
House also received other 
clothing items from freshman 
Evan Steffensmeier as his 
act of service. He started in 
his own closet with items to 
donate then reached out to 
friends and family to pitch in.

“Not everyone has the 

luxury of having nice pos-
sessions, so we need to give 
of ours to help them out,” 
Steffensmeier added.

Senior Calder Obal 
offered his time along with 
fellow seniors Tyler Stuart 
and Gavin Brabec organizing 
a blood drive. All three boys 
recruited donors, helped with 
setup/teardown, and checked 
on participants throughout 
the day.

“There is a lot more that 
gets put into these drives than 
I thought. It was awesome 
seeing all the donors saving 
lives,” Obal said.

Not only are students 
giving back to the community 
with their service projects, 
but there are also several 
opportunities in other ways to 
offer this season. Members of 
the junior high student coun-
cil took ornaments off the St. 
Bonaventure Holiday Co-op 
giving tree to help families in 
the community.

Along the same lines 
as junior high, the Campus 
Ministry team put together 
their own giving tree by 
brainstorming gift ideas for 
what teenagers would like to 
receive for Christmas.

“People usually select a 

Frostbitten fingers and 
runny noses are a common 
product of the cold, but this 
does not stop anyone from 
bundling up in their hats and 
mittens to go and play in the 
snow.

Based off LiveScience.

com, snow and freezing 
temperatures can cover up to 
70.9% of the United States 
each year. This means almost 
70% of the citizens living 
in the United States have 
experienced the wonders of 
games in the snow. These 
activities can vary from 
snowball fights, to skating, to 
skiing down icy slopes.

“I love to go out in 

the snow with my dogs and 
watch them pop up their 
heads since they are so short 
being corgis,” 8th grader Ava 
Bettenhausen said. “I also 
enjoy skiing in South Dakota, 
but it has been a while since 
I’ve gone.”

A common activity for 
children and adults alike 
during the winter is going 
outside and playing in the 
snow. One can do almost 
anything in the snow if they 
put their mind to it, whether 
building the world’s largest 
snowman or simply making 
a snow angel, anything is 
possible. A popular activity 
which takes place over the 
holidays is sledding. With 
the advantage of living in a 
rural town, which can receive 
anywhere from two to twelve 
inches of snow in a few 
days, sledding is a common 
pastime. 

“I sled at home for fun 
with my siblings or at my 
grandparents,” sophomore 
Serena Swiatek said. “Some-
times, they take the side by 

side out and tie a rope to the 
sleds.”

While not being as 
attainable as sledding, ice 
skating is still a popular 
activity during the winter 
season. This activity can be 
difficult to get the hang of, 
but most people report they 
still can have a good time, 
even if they cannot stay on 
their feet. 

“I love ice skating!” se-
nior Eden Broberg said. “It is 
a fun time to go with a group 
of friends and just skate 
around while hanging out.”

Another popular winter 
activity in the Midwest is 
skiing even though living in 
Nebraska means one would 
have to travel to participate in 
it. A common state for skiing 
is Colorado which contains 
up to 32 ski resorts. A close 
relative to the ski family is 
cross-county skiing which 
entails someone skiing on a 
flat piece of land. This sport 
is featured in the Winter 
Olympics along with skiing, 
snowboarding, and tobog-

ganing. 
“I like snowboarding the 

most because it challenges 
me and helps me to learn to 
get back up and keep trying,” 
8th grader Brynn Homolka 
said.

Whether a person enjoys 
sledding or skiing, skating 
or snowball fights, or simply 
playing in the snow, they can 
all find warmth in a nice cup 

that whoever believes in him 
shall not perish but have eter-
nal life.” The true meaning 
of the holidays is to love and 
during the season families 
can come together by making 
special treats and meals.

“Food is a way to bring 
us together, whether that’s 
at the table or in the kitch-
en,” eighth grader Elizabeth 
Stoner said.

of hot chocolate waiting for 
them inside. 

“I enjoy drinking hot 
chocolate while it is snow-
ing outside,” 7th grader 
Emma Splittgerber said. “It 
is comforting to know I’m 
inside toasty inside a heated 
building while there are kids 
outside freezing their toes 
off.”

child or a family to provide 
gifts for, but oftentimes the 
teens don’t get selected or 
don’t receive much. The 
gifts we donate are used as a 

supplement to the things they 
asked for specifically,” cam-
pus minister Dana Ritzdorf 
said. “We love doing this 
because it makes sure teenag-

ers in need in our community 
still get to experience the joy 
of Christmas with a few nice 
gifts.”
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Students debate Christmas festivity plans

By Kate Maguire
Staff Reporter

The winter season is a time for 
family. No matter what they do, 
families enjoy the time they get to 
spend together during the winter 
break. However, all families spend 
this time differently. Some fami-
lies are more of the grab a blanket, 
a bowl of popcorn, and turn on a 
movie type, while other families 
book a flight, pack a suitcase, and 
get on a plane to their annual winter 
vacation.

Freshman Caroline Klitz’s 
family prefers to spend their time 
together in the comfort of their own 
home.

“We prefer to stay home. My 
grandparents live just a few houses 
down from us and all our cousins, 
aunts, and uncles come to us for the 
holidays. No need to travel down 
more than a few houses,” Klitz said.

Most families will decide 

whether to travel or not based on 
where their extended family lives. 
Seventh grader Grant Jakub spends 
his holidays out of town.

“We travel for the holidays 
because we have no family here 
in Columbus. We either drive to 
Lincoln or up to Montana to be with 
them,” Jakub said.

Family reunions are a reason 
to travel for the holidays for many 
families. Seventh grader Emma 
Splittgerber likes to travel rather 
than stay in.

“I personally prefer to trav-
el somewhere during the winter 
holiday. The trip doesn’t have to be 
extravagant, just a simple family 
reunion to a grandparent’s house. I 
love to stay busy, and I believe that 
the holidays are a great time to go 
somewhere and have fun with fami-
ly and friends,” Splittgerber said.

Families may not always do the 
same thing each year. They switch 
up where they celebrate the holi-
day. Senior Grace Mustard’s family 
either stays in town or travels 

depending on the year.
“I like being in a comfortable 

place like home to celebrate with 
my family, but I can’t complain 
when we are celebrating the new 
year on a beach in Florida,” Mus-
tard said.

Junior Gabrielle Young contra-
dicts this idea.

“I prefer staying in the house 
100 percent for the holidays. Keven 
Mcallister said, ‘There’s no Christ-
mas trees in Florida’ and I live by 
that,” Young said.

Staying in and traveling both 
have their good and bad aspects. 
Freshman Aubree Beiermann pre-
fers to stay in but knows both the 
pros and cons of staying in versus 
traveling.

“When you stay inside, you can 
drink hot chocolate, stay in bed, and 
watch movies. However, then you 
have to deal with making supper, 
cleaning, and the cold,” Beiermann 
said. “When you travel, you get 
to see new places, be somewhere 
warm, and just be able to get away. 

To do all that, you have to book 
airplane tickets, find hotels, and plan 
things to do.”

No matter if families stay at 
home or travel for the holiday, 
the Christmas season is a time 
for giving. Thomas Monson said, 
“Christmas is the spirit of giving 
without a thought of getting.” Senior 
Eden Broberg’s family follows this 
motto while they stay at home for 
the holiday.

“When we are at home for the 
holidays, my family enjoys baking 
Christmas cookies together to take 
around to our family and friends. We 
spend about three days baking up 
all different cookies and Christmas 
snacks,” Broberg said.

It does not matter where or 
how families spend their holidays 
because the most important aspect 
of the season is family time. Edith 
Sitwell said, “Winter is the time for 
comfort, for good food and warmth, 
for the touch of a friendly hand and 
for a talk beside the fire: it is the 
time for home.”

planetware.com barnhillchimney.com

Tis’ the season to be hunting
By Cami Cox
Staff Reporter

Photo illustration by Garrett Oakley

Top left : Senior Garrett Oakley and his dad Chad Oakley hold up their deer, 
which they shot during rifle season this year.
Above: Seniors Devon Borchers, Tyler Stuart, and Oakley pose for a photo behind 
the ducks they shot this year.

Out of every hobby in the 
book, everyone seems to have their 
favorite activity to enjoy during the 
winter. Here, in the atmosphere of 
Scotus, hunting is a popular and 
new rising hobby. Seventh grader 
Trevor Niedbalski likes to hunt, 
and he believes that it is a game of 
patience and skill. 

“I like to go pheasant hunting 
and deer hunting in the winter with 
both bow and gun,” Niedbalski said. 

When hunting, one can use a 
bow or gun. There are set dates and 
seasons, so it is important to pay 
attention to Nebraska’s guidelines 
if thinking about starting to hunt. 
Senior Garrett Oakley likes to go 
hunting with his friends and his dad.

“I enjoy bow hunting, but I also 
like to hunt deer, ducks, geese, and 
pheasants with a gun,” Oakley said. 
“Whenever I go out with friends 
of family, we always have a fun 
time cracking jokes and making 
fun of each other, and I also like to 
experience a little alone time in the 
nature.”

Nebraska holds permit require-
ments for each season or animal. 
Usually, there are youth permits for 
those under 16 years of age that are 
available. Uncommon to popular 
belief, hunting is not only for boys. 
Senior Callie Backman mostly 
goes hunting with her dad, and she 
prefers to use a bow.

“My whole family hunts, so it 
is always fun to see who can man-
age to have the biggest kill of that 
year,” Backman said. “My brother 
shot a deer that was still in velvet in 
November.”

When one sees deer with 
fuzzy antlers, they are seeing a 
deer in velvet. That velvet provides 
nutrition and growth to deer antlers. 
This tissue is a type of skin, filled 
with blood vessels and nerves, that 
regenerates every year.

Sophomore Kyra Bowen enjoys 
hunting, and she goes with her dad 
and uncles.

“Hunting is such an enjoyable 
hobby because I get to spend time 
with the family, there is no tech-
nology interruptions, I can see my 

grandparents, and hunting allows 
you to see nature at its finest,” Bow-
en said. 

Before going out hunting, one 
must know what to bring, wear, and 
who to go with. It is also important 
to find a permitted space to go hunt-
ing. Eighth grader McKenzie Hille 
enjoys to hunt, and she has done it 
for a long time.

“We bring lots of food and 
board games,” Hille said. “I go with 
my grandpa and my dad, and some-
times my cousins come along too.”

Hunting requires that one wears 
proper attire in order to blend into 
the environment. This can include 
camouflage 
clothing such as 
hats, extra coats, 
and boots. Eighth 
grader Peter Fal-
tys went hunting 
on the opening 
morning of deer 
season, and he 
got a 5 by 5 deer.

“This year 
was pretty funny. 
The deer I shot 
ran in a circle, 
and it looked 
like it was going 
to drop, then it 
stopped for a sec-
ond, and it took 
off in the other 
direction,” Faltys 
said. “We could 
not find a drop 
of blood, and my 
dad walked along 
the tree line look-
ing for blood. I 
went to go look 
in by the creek, 
and I did not 
see it. I turned 
around, and I saw 
it five feet away 
from me.”

According to 
Outdoor Nebras-
ka, hunting is one 
of the activi-
ties that makes 
remarkable 
memories, and 
Nebraska offers 
the best environ-
ment. Freshmen 

Sophia Mowrey likes to hunt in the 
winter. 

“Recently, a buck was looking 
right at us, I got my gun out, and he 
left. We waited, and within 20 min-
utes or so, he came back out, and 
boy, was I ready! My dad whispered 
to take my time, and I took a breath 
because I knew I was not going 
to mess this up,” Mowrey said. “I 
aimed to the middle of his chest 
(this was because he was facing 
me), and I fired a minute after my 
dad had spoken. My dad then said 
that he was pretty sure I shot the 
deer since he heard a thump, and 
I didn’t jerk the trigger. We went 

down in the dark, and an hour later 
after looking for blood, we traced 
the blood until we found my 5x5 
deer.”

Overall, there are many people 
at Scotus who enjoy the activity of 
hunting. Many have shared their sto-
ries that made life-long memories. 

“Hunting is a great hobby to 
have and once you are introduced to 
it, it usually sticks with you,” Oak-
ley said. “Get out of your comfort 
zone and go hunting with a family 
member or a friend, I’m sure you 
will enjoy it.”

Students’ favorite 
winter activities

“I really like to build ambush 
forts in snow piles with my siblings 
because they are something we can 
all help on, enjoy doing, and it’s 
so much fun to ‘ambush’ cars with 
snowballs as they drive by (here’s 
a tip: don’t drive by my house on 
snow days!)”

-Caroline Klitz 9th

“I like to stay home in my bed 
with a warm blanket and drink hot 
cocoa while watching a movie,” 
-Osmar Sanchez Hernandez 8th

“My favorite winter activity to 
do is ice skating because I think it 
is pretty neat, and it reminds me of 
roller-skating but cooler.”

-Isabella Chasteen 8th

“[I like to] build a snowman; 
you get to make a cute little friend, 
and it is so fun.” 

-Joanna Rusher 10th

“I enjoy skiing because of the 
different types of mountains you 
encounter, and there is never a dull 
moment when skiing.” 

-Mason Gonka 10th

“I like to snowboard. It is a lot 
of fun, and it is super fun to point 
your board down the mountain and 
see how fast you can go.” 

-Peter Faltys 8th

“[I like to] stay inside cozy 
and drink hot chocolate. This is 
my favorite because it is relaxing, 
and you can just take a break from 
everything and drink some nice hot 
chocolate.” 

-Emma Splittgerber 7th

“[I like to go] sledding with a 
four-wheeler. It is incredibly chal-
lenging and fun to watch others.” 

- Nicholas Zoucha 11th

“[I like to build] snowmen be-
cause we always get a ton of snow 
in our yard.” 

- Helene Chard 8th
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M o c k  t r i a l  t a k e s  t o  t h e  c o u r t
By Kavan Splittgerber

Staff Reporter

By Lily Dohmen
Staff Reporter

By Jasmine Jackson
Staff Reporter

Camille Cox / Rock Bottom Staff

Seniors Kyanne Casperson and Ashley Steiner prepare their materials before 
the trial begins at the Platte County Courthouse on Thursday, November 11th. 
The team spent over 70 days preparing for competition.

 Although the American 
Justice System was officially 
started in 1870, its principles 
have been around since the 
Bill of Rights in 1791. Since 
then, the justice system has 
gone through many changes 
to be what it is today. Mock 
trial is an opportunity for 
students to experience the 
modern justice system in a 
realistic setting while repre-
senting their school. 

The mock trial team 
went to the Platte Country 
Courthouse on November 
11th, 2021, to compete against 
other teams in a fictional 
scenario while mimicking 
a proper court case. The 
team spent the entire season 
reviewing the case and pre-
paring an argument to present 
for competition.

“This year our case in-
volves potential manslaugh-
ter. As the defense, we must 
prove our witness innocent, 
and as the prosecution, we 
must prove them guilty,” 

senior attorney Kyanne 
Casperson said.

During the competi-
tion, Scotus divided into 
two teams, a Scotus gold 
team which included all the 
seniors, and a Scotus green 
team full of juniors and soph-
omores. Each team competed 
in three different rounds with 
round different opposing 
teams each time. During a 
round, one team takes the 
role of prosecution while the 
other plays the defense. 

“Personally, my favorite 
part about debating is how 
many different approaches 
each team can take on the 
case with all the same infor-
mation just emphasizing dif-
ferent things,” senior witness 
Grace Mustard said.

At the Region 7 competi-
tion in Columbus, the Scotus 
Gold team went undefeated 
beating Lakeview, Howells/
Dodge 1 and Howells/Dodge 
2.  The Scotus Green team 
also competed in the Region 
7 competition in Columbus 
where they went against 
Howells/Dodge 2, York, and 
Lakeview. “During districts, 

our last round stood out the 
most because the other teams 
objected so much. It just 
made our attorneys object 
even more,” senior attorney 
Gavin Brabec said.

 Every member of the 
team takes the role of a 
distinctive character related 
to the case. Some of the roles 
involve the team member 
acting as a fictional character 
who was present at the scene 
of the crime while other roles 
are more standard such as the 
attorneys. 

“I played the role of Dr. 
Willa J. Hunter, the forensic 
pathologist who performed 
the autopsy in this case and 
certified the death. My role is 
unique because of the sheer 
amount of material I needed 
to memorize,” senior Hannah 
Pflum said.

Both teams take turns 
explaining their reasoning for 
their position, either defense 
or prosecution, while bring-
ing in various people to help 
their argument and prove the 
opposition is incorrect.  

“When playing defense, 
we tried to stick to a theme 

that prevented the prose-
cution from proving the 
defendant was guilty beyond 
doubt,” junior attorney Ted 
Fehringer said.

All participants need to 
pick their words carefully as 
every question asked is an 
opportunity for new informa-
tion to arise or a trap to catch 
the opposing team off guard.

“Mock trial challenges 
participants to think ‘on the 
fly’ so you never really know 
what to expect in a match,” 
junior witness Maysa Kuhl 
said. 

Their goal is to con-
vince the judge and jury their 
stance is correct. The senior 
team competed on Tuesday 
the 16th for their next compe-

tition. At the Region 7 finals 
which were held in Seward, 
the Scotus Gold team was 
defeated by York by 1 point.

“Activism and standing 
up for ideals is important. 
Despite preparing both parts, 
we work to prove that our 
word is necessary for jus-
tice,” junior attorney Jasmine 
Jackson said.

M u s i c  c o n c e r t s  s p r e a d  h o l i d a y  c h e e r

From the carols of cheer 
to the ringing of bells, if 
anyone wandered down the 
4th floor hallway these past 
few months, they would 
have certainly recognized 
the presence of Christmas 

in the air. The Shamrock 
Singers and the Scotus band 
have been preparing for their 
annual Christmas concerts 
since October, and they re-
cently showcased their efforts 
on December 9th and 13th, 
respectively.

The Shamrock Singers 
have not only caroled through 
the class periods, but they 

have spent time practicing 
outside of class. Junior Mark 
Buhman has been a part of 
the singers’ group since his 
freshman year. 

“Ms. Salyard posted a 
assignments with set dura-
tions, [and] we practiced our 
carols for the concert. The 
practices ranged anywhere 
from ten to twenty minutes,” 

Buhman said. 
Four songs were chosen 

for this year’s concert, and 
vocal music director Laura 
Salyard chose the songs with 
the Christmas theme in mind. 

“We needed songs that 
were contrasting. ‘Mary, Did 
You Know?’ and ‘Wexford 
Carol’ were slower and more 
solemn carols. ‘It’s Begin-
ning to Look Like Christmas’ 
was a secular song, so it was 
more upbeat, and ‘Rudolph 
the Red Nosed Reindeer’ 
had a 50s doo-wop style,” 
Salyard said. 

Four songs in under 
three months was a challeng-
ing task for the group who 
typically sings three songs. 
Sophomore Nicole Peterson 
was one of two sopranos who 
sang the second part. 

“The memorization 
portion has been difficult for 
the choir overall. We were 
struggling a bit, but we im-
proved!” Peterson said. 

The vocal concert oc-
curred in Memorial Hall on 
December 9th. It was the first 
concert since last year the 
singers and audience mem-
bers did not have to wear 
masks. 

“The concert went really 

well. Everyone did a fantastic 
job. It was nice to get back 
to some sense of normalcy, ” 
Salyard said.

The Scotus band’s early 
mornings have been devoted 
to concert preparation. This 
was freshman baritone player 
Caroline Klitz’s first year in 
high school band. 

“The biggest difference 
was the change in music. 
Junior high music was easier, 
and baritones were often 
in the background. This 
year, baritones have a more 
difficult part to play and are 
significant to the songs,” 
Klitz said. 

One significant challenge 
for the band was the absence 
of band director Kristen Cox, 
who recently had surgery. 
Junior Hailey Steffensmeier 
is one of four high school 
trumpets this year. 

“Without Mrs. Cox, 
learning the tempos with 
numerous conductors made 
preparing for the concert dif-
ficult,” Steffensmeier said. 

However, despite the 
absence, Cox, who is still 
on her way to full recovery, 
directed the band concert on 
December 13th held in the 
Dowd Activity Center. 

“Returning two days be-
fore the concert was difficult, 
but I’m thankful I was back 
to direct,” Cox said.

The band performed 
two songs, ‘Hallelujah’ and 
‘Christmas Eve’, and the 
jazz band performed three 
pieces, ‘A Charlie Brown 
Christmas’, ‘All I Want for 
Christmas is You’, and ‘Baby 
it’s Cold Outside’”.

 Senior Emiliano Rodri-
guez played in both the jazz 
and regular band.

“The concert went better 
than expected, despite the 
many challenges. We were 
able to play all the music 
perfectly and up to tempo!” 
Rodriguez said. 

As the stress of the 
holidays and semester finals 
approaches, the Scotus music 
department provided to all 
who tuned in to a chance 
to pause and simply enjoy 
Christmas music. 

Freshman flute player 
Lily Humphrey has partici-
pated in band since her the 
7th grade.

“We worked really hard 
on our music; this is an amaz-
ing band, and it takes a lot to 
put on a concert,” Humphrey 
concluded.

F l a g s  h o s t  c a m p  f o r  f u t u r e  d a n c e r s

Claire Rickert / Rock Bottom Staff

Sophomore Kalee Ternus dances in the middle of the flag camp girls, acting as a 
guide during the halftime performance of the girls basketball game in the Dowd 
Activity Center on December 7th. She helped the 3rd and 4th graders learn the 
Candy Remix routine.

Whether the flag team 
is performing at a sport-
ing event or marching in a 
parade, the girls are always 
focused on flags. When they 
are off the dance floor, they 
are practicing to improve or 
fundraise. They were espe-
cially busy this month with 
a candy fundraiser and a flag 
camp for younger girls.

The Scotus flag team 
is coached by vocal music 
director Laura Salyard. The 
team performs during half-
time shows at football and 
basketball games. They also 
compete at state dance.

“We always have fun 
during practices and perfor-
mances,” sophomore Nicole 
Peterson said.

This year the flag team 
lost a majority of their danc-
ers because many dancers 
graduated in 2021. Now there 
are only nine girls on the 
team. 

“I am a part of flags 
because since I was little, 
I always loved going and 

seeing my aunt perform for 
[her] high school flag team. 
[Since then] I knew I wanted 
to be on the team because of 
my aunt,” junior Shay Smith 
said.

All the girls have a dif-
ferent reason for wanting to 
be on the team.

“I’m a part of flags be-
cause I absolutely love danc-
ing with my life,” sophomore 
Kaitlyn Fleming said.

Even though flags has a 
small team this year, each girl 
has made a different impact 
on the team.

“I’ve helped with 
technique and new styles of 
dance,” junior Ally Wemhoff 
said.

Wemhoff helped some 
of the girls with hip hop 
portions of the “Immortals” 
routine. This routine was per-
formed at the homecoming 
pep rally and football game.

“Dancing is harder to 
learn, but [the flag portion] is 
harder to clean [and] perfect,” 
Fleming said.

Learning the flag portion 
can be harder for others 
because it can cause injuries, 
and they must be precise.

“The flag portion [is 

harder] because I usually hit 
myself in the head, but then 
I have to keep going because 
Ms. Salyard is yelling at me,” 
sophomore Caitee Hutchin-
son said.

On December 1st the 
team held a flag camp for 
younger girls who are inter-
ested in dance.

“[The camp] is important 
because it gets kids excited 
about joining while promot-
ing flags at the same time,” 
Peterson said.

There were thirty-eight 
young girls who participated 
in the camp.

“It opens up the oppor-
tunity for girls to explore and 
try something new which, 
they have an option to be a 
part of in the future,” Wem-
hoff said.

The team split up the 
younger girls by grades. Then 
split themselves up amongst 
the grades.

“It gives us flag girls a 
chance to teach and get out of 
our comfort zone,” Peterson 
said.

Before the younger girls 
split up into their groups, the 
flag girls took turns teaching 
the routine in a big group.

“It went smoother than 
I expected. My favorite part 
was when I was teaching the 
girls a portion of the song,” 
Fleming said.

The younger girls danced 
to a candy remix. The whole 
routine and music were about 
candy, sugar, and having fun.

“All the girls picked up 

on the routine quickly, and it 
was fun teaching,” Wemhoff 
said.

The younger girls 
performed their dance on 
December 7th during halftime 
of the boys’ basketball game.

“The performance went 
well, and the little girls 
looked cute on the court 

performing,” junior Brianna 
Belzer said.

The flag team performed 
their state dance during half-
time of the girls’ basketball 
game also on December 7th.

“I recommend trying out 
if you love dancing,” Wem-
hoff concluded.

Hannah Pflum / Rock Bottom Staff

Freshman Henry Chard sings in a reindeer costume to ‘Rudolph the Red-Nosed 
Reindeer’ next to sophomore Kaitlyn Fleming, freshman Sophia Mowrey, and 
senior Zoe Euteneuer at the Shamrock Singers concert on December 9th. Chard 
and the rest of the singers closed the concert with this performance.
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Winter formal takes on earlier date

Jasmine Jackson / Rock  Bottom Staff

Autumn Ball candidates seniors Ashley Steiner, Camille Cox, Chance Bailey, Riley Eickmeier, Liz Adamy, 
Nicholas Ehlers, Berlin Kluever, Calder Obal, Seth VunCannon, Callie Backman, Ruby Martinez, and Jin 
Lin Yang pose in front of the backdrop. Ehlers and Kluever were crowned the 2021 Autumn Ball King and 
Queen. 

Jasmine Jackson / Rock  Bottom Staff

Senior Makenna Svehla dances to the “Cha-Cha Slide” at the Autumn Ball. The 
dance was originally called the Winter Formal, but the date change led to a new 
name.  

Jasmine Jackson / Rock  Bottom Staff

Juniors Jack Faust, Bohden Jedlicka, and senior Calder Obal participate in “the 
Wabble” at the Autumn Ball. “The Wabble” is a popular line dance the students 
do.   

By Maysa Kuhl
Staff Reporter

Spooky scarecrows, 
piles of leaves, and warm 
fall colors were part of the 
theme for Scotus’ most recent 
high school dance. Earlier 
than usual, the Autumn Ball, 
previously known to current 
students as the Winter For-
mal, made a comeback this 
year after being removed last 
year due to COVID-19.

Even before the Win-
ter Formal, the dance was 
known as the Sweetheart 
Dance which took place in 
February. Then the dance was 
changed to a winter date in 
January, then it was pushed 
into December, and lastly, its 
most recent and earliest date, 
November.

These changes over the 
years are leaving students 
puzzling whether or not 
the dance will be moved 
up again. With the reviews 
from the November date, this 
change would not be well 
liked by students.

“I personally do not like 
how early the dance was,” 
senior Gavin Brabec said. “It 
was too close to homecom-
ing, and there was not a lot of 
anticipation leading up to the 
dance.”

Students were able to 
vote this year for an Au-
tumn Ball king and queen, 

which was scrapped last year 
along with the dance itself. 
The winners this year were 
seniors Nicholas Ehlers and 
Berlin Kluever.

“I was not really expect-
ing it but overall was super 
excited and in shock when 
they said my name,” Kluever 
said. “The dance was a lot 
of fun until everyone started 
leaving!”

Taking place on Novem-
ber 13, 2021, the “Fall Ball” 
has moved from its chilly De-
cember date to warmer No-
vember date. Some students 
wonder if this change had 
been made to make way for 
another dance next semester. 
This change received a large 
variety of reactions from the 
high school students. 

“I don’t really like how 
the dance was earlier,” senior 
Dominic McPhillips said. “I 
think it’s nice to have it later 
because it acts as a sort of 
morale booster when every-
one is drained from school.”

A major difference 
between this dance and 
homecoming is the number 
of attendees. Many students-
report there is a noticeably 
fewer students at the Au-
tumn Ball compared to other 
dances. Some students argue 
this makes the dance less fun, 
while others find it better 
with more space to dance and 
sing.  

“[I noticed] there were 

less people there,” sopho-
more Kensey Micek said. “I 
thought it made it easier to 
dance and more fun for me 
and my friends.”

Another standout 
difference to this dance is 
the number of slow songs 
played. The Autumn Ball 
featured more slow songs to 
allow dates to dance together 

compared to the homecoming 
dance. Many students have 
mixed feelings about these 
slower songs. 

“[One thing they should 
change is] that they should 
play less slow songs,” junior 
Haley Leise said. “This is 
because there were a lot of 
people dancing with their 
best friends or sitting at a 

table when a slow song came 
on.”

This dance also struggles 
with its new name, many 
students were left wondering 
whether it was the Winter 
Formal, the Autumn Ball, 
or the Fall Ball. Another 
question posed with this 
dance is whether or not next 
year’s dance will take place 

in the winter or fall. These 
questions and others can only 
be answered by time, but one 
thing is for certain, the Au-
tumn Ball was quite a ball!

“Overall, I had a great 
time!” senior Eden Broberg 
said. “It was very enjoyable, 
and I got to hang out with a 
lot of my friends.”



10December 2021Entertainment
Disney shows movie magic through the ordinary

Swift’s Red remembers heartbreak “All Too Well”

B a t t l e  o f  t h e  B a r b i e  B e s t  M o v i e s

By Abee Hutchinson
Staff Reporter

By Jasmine Jackson
Staff Reporter

By Claire Rickert
Staff Reporter

https://www.google.com/search?q=encanto&rlz

amazon.com/Barbie-Dancing-Princesses-Ashleigh-Ball/dp/B0012KJNXC

nypost.ocm/2021/11/12/critics-say-taylor-swifts-red-is-even-better-second-time-around

The cover of Encanto shows the Madrigal family in front of their home. Encanto 
premiered in theaters on November 24, 2021 and will premiere on Disney+ on 
December 24, 2021.

Taylor Swift poses in a red convertible during her Red album photoshoot, which 
was posted on November 12. The re-recorded album, Red (Taylor’s Version), 
has sold over half a million copies and has had 26 songs chart on the Billboard 
Hot 100

Genevieve, the main character in Barbie and the Twelve Dancing Princess, 
dances with her twelve sisters secretly, during the night, in a magical world. 
This movie was released in 2006.

Many of Disney’s mov-
ies center around a character 
with magical abilities and 
how they save their friends, 
family, or world. Disney’s 
new movie took a slightly 
different approach with the 
main character being com-
pletely ordinary in a family 
full of extraordinary people. 
Disney’s new animated 
movie Encanto premiered on 
November 24, 2021.

Encanto follows the 
story of Mirabel, a third-gen-
eration child of the magical 
Madrigal family. After the 
Madrigal children come of 
age, they receive a magical 
power and a magical room in 
the family home. However, 
15-year-old Mirabel never 
received her gift, and the 
fate of her family rests in her 
hands. 

As a huge fan of Disney, 
I was super excited to see 
this movie when it came out. 
Naturally, I dragged all my 
friends to the movie theater 
to see the opening show. 
I went into this movie not 
knowing that much about 
the actual plot, only that the 
animation looked great, and 
the music sounded amazing. 
I was not disappointed, this 
movie ranks within my top 
five favorite Disney movies 
of all time. 

When the movie started, 
and we first met Mirabel and 
her large and magical family, 
I was surprised to learn that 
Mirabel was just a normal, 
clumsy, fifteen-year-old girl. 
Despite being a little older 
than her, I felt like I could 
relate to her more than I 
could relate to many of the 
other female Disney charac-
ters who had magical hair, 
or a carriage made from a 
pumpkin. 

I also saw this movie the 
day before Thanksgiving, and 
as I watched the Madrigal 
family get into arguments 
and saw the pressure that 
many of the family members 
felt, I realized that, not only 
can I relate to Mirabel, I can 
relate to the entire Madrigal 
family. This movie helped me 
to realize that, even though 
my family can also be crazy 
at times, and even though my 
sisters and I fight, in the end, 
they are still my family. 

The only issue I had 
with this movie was the large 
number of characters. The 
Madrigal family tree is large 
and complicated, and every 
family member is important. 
Mirabel has two sisters, three 
cousins, an aunt, an estranged 
uncle, and an extremely strict 
grandmother, and those are 
just the characters who have 
magical abilities. That is not 
including the non-magical 
people who married into the 

family, or the village people 
who make several appear-
ances throughout the movie. 
Although Disney knew this 
and provided us with a song 
to help us remember the 
entire family and their gifts, I 
was still confused between if 

From heartfelt lines, “I’d 
like to hang out with you for 
my whole life,” to scorned 
lyrics, “We are never ever, 
ever getting back together,” 

Taylor Swift is known for her 

epic and dramatic song-writ-
ing tales of relationships 

past, present, and future. On 
November 12th, Taylor Swift 
re-released her re-recorded 
version of her fourth studio 
album Red, which contained 

thirty songs. The album broke 
many streaming records, 

music sales, and topped the 

musical charts, receiving pos-
itive reviews among critics 
and fans, including myself. 

Taylor Swift’s Red 
encompasses the rollercoaster 
of emotions one experiences 
through the life and death of 
a relationship and the rebirth 
of oneself. Present through-
out the album, each song tells 

its own story. The open-
ing track “State of Grace” 
describes the rush of falling 
in love and the innocence 
associated. The renowned 
fifth track, “All Too Well” 
faces heartbreak head-on 
as it recalls the fallout of a 
relationship. However, in 
a personal favorite, “Holy 
Ground”, listeners are offered 
hope and a chance of rebirth 
as the story comes full circle; 
“Holy Ground” describes 
moving on and peacefully ac-
cepting an ended relationship. 
Throughout the album, Swift 
is raw and honest with her 
feelings; she never glosses 
over negative emotions. 

The re-recorded Red 
includes all original twenty 
songs, alongside ten new 
“from the vault” tracks, songs 
intended to be on the original 
album but did not make the 
final cut. This offers an incen-
tive to hear the album, as one 
can experience and explore 
Swift’s hidden discography. 
One anticipated release was 
the “10 Minute All Too Well” 
song, which Swift had orig-
inally cut to five minutes to 
fit her album. The ten-minute 
version paints the full picture 
of a true Taylor Swift break-
up and allows Swift to show-
case her songwriting and 
story-telling talents. A short 
film written and directed by 

Swift was released on the 12th 
to accompany the album’s re-
lease. The new songs featured 
other artists such as Phoebe 
Bridgers on the 23rd track 
“Nothing New”, a haunting 
song with the expressive line, 
“How can a person know 
everything at 18, but noth-
ing at 22?”, which describes 
the feelings of helplessness 
and uncertainty following a 
dramatic change in one’s life. 
Tracks such as “Babe” and 
“Better Man” were sold to 
other artists after they were 
removed from the original 
album, and Swift offers her 
take on the hits, previously 
sung by Sugarland and Little 
Big Town respectively. 

With the re-recordings, 
Taylor Swift puts a new take 
on her old, original work. 
Most of the songs remained 
unchanged lyrically, but 
musically the instruments 
and recordings are distinct 
and vibrant. Track 19 “Girl 
at Home” has transition from 
Swift’s typical country and 
folky rhythm to an upbeat 
and pop-fueled sound. A 
vocal distinction, due to the 
13-year gap between the 
new and original albums, is 
present. Swift’s voice echoes 
in a clearer, deeper, and more 
mature tone. The 9th track 
“Stay Stay Stay” has lost 
its childish sound with the 

replacement of Swift’s older 
vocals. 

Taylor Swift has released 
over ten albums and makes 
millions from music and 
brand deals. A re-recorded 
album can appear as a simple 
money-making scheme for 
the bare minimum. While I 
agree much of Taylor Swift—
and other artists’ music— can 
be overpriced and unneces-
sary, there is a deeper reason 
for the re-recordings tracing 
back to June 2019. The 
re-recording was Swift’s 2nd 
step in re-claiming owner-
ship of her master’s—her 
sophomore album Fearless 
was re-released earlier this 
year—due to a legal battle 
in which Swift’s ownership 
rights and works were sold 
unknowingly. Swift is known 
for defending the re-released 
works saying, “You deserve 
to own the art you make.”

Taylor Swift’s Red is 
re-making its mark on the 
world—and it is a worthwhile 
mark to listen to considering 
its relatable themes, new 
content, and original reverbed 
songs. So, the next time you 
feel, “happy, free, confused, 
and lonely, [potentially] at 
the same time,” remember to, 
“Take a deep breath… [and] 
put your headphones on…” 
and listen to Red.”

Any girls from ages 
thirteen to twenty-two know 
the utmost importance of the 
Barbie movies, especially 
the ones produced from 2001 
to 2013. If you have never 
felt the pure joy of watching 
these movies, I feel deeply 
sorry for you. 

For this review, I will be 
judging each movie based on 
the quality of the characters, 
music, and story line. Taking 
the many hours to go through 
all thirty-seven movies and 
having to pick only three was 
tricky. It takes a real Barbie 
fanatic to have this much 
dedication.

The third best Barbie 
movie is Barbie and the 
Three Musketeers. Barbie is 
portrayed as a country girl, 
Corrine, whose mother will 
not let her pursue her dreams 
of becoming a musketeer 
like her father once was. 
When she turns seventeen, 
she leaves home and travels 
to Paris where she will meet 
three other aspiring muske-
teers who will become her 

best friends. All four muske-
teers are strong, independent 
women with varying per-
sonalities and backgrounds. 
Prince Louis, similar to any 
other prince in the Barbie 
movies, is charming and 
kind. It would not be a Barbie 
movie if there was not a furry 
animal. The cat, Miette, who 
can talk and act human, is 
a crucial part in saving the 
day. The villains, Phillipe 
and Madam de Bosse, whose 
name precedes her, are 
absolutely evil and atrocious 
human beings. The featured 
song in this film, also the 
best one, is “All for One.” 
The girls come together for 
a singing and dancing scene 
that is positively delightful. 
The music overall in the 
movie is extremely good.

The runner-up is Barbie 
and the Diamond Castle. This 
movie is different from every 
other Barbie movie because it 
starts off in the normal point 
of view with Barbie telling a 
tale to her little sister, Stacie, 
to teach her about the true 
value of friendship. In the 
story, two poor peasant girls, 
who are also best friends, 
Liana and Alexa, find a magic 
mirror that reveals an evil 

plan to destroy the Diamond 
Castle, along with all music. 
The two girls, along with 
their new friends (love inter-
ests), Jeremy and Ian, go on 
a journey to save the day. All 
four characters just men-
tioned are lovely. The main 
antagonist is Lydia. Along 
with her dragon, Slyder, and 
magic flute, she sets out to 
destroy the Diamond Castle. 
“Two Voices, One Song” is 
the featured song but another 
great one is “We’re Gonna 
Find It.” Both songs instill a 
feeling of union and hope in 
the girls to keep trying.

And finally, the best 
Barbie movie of all time 
is Barbie and the Twelve 
Dancing Princesses. Barbie 
is named Genevieve in this 
movie. Genevieve and her 
eleven sisters love dancing, 
but are forbidden by their evil 
cousin, Duchess Rowena. 
One day, the girls find an 
entrance to a secret, magical, 
world where they can dance 
all they want, but their only 
chance to go is at night. Their 
dancing shoes get worn out 
from dancing all night so 
Prince Derek, the royal shoe 
cobbler, would bring them 
new ones. This is also my 

mom’s favorite because the 
girls all work together and get 
along fantastic, sometimes 
unlike her girls. My favorite 
character in this movie would 
have to be the cat, Twyla. 
This movie is the best one 
mostly because of the music. 
I am quite certain five-year-

old Claire had dreams about 
dancing her way into the 
magical world along to the 
music. 

If you are not informed 
on the importance of the 
Barbie movies, I hope my ar-
ticle inspires you to go home 
and watch all thirty-seven 

of them. If you are already 
familiar or in love with the 
movies like I am, I imagine 
this brought you much joy 
and nostalgia. 

As Barbie once said, 
“Constant as the stars above, 
always know that you are 
loved.”

she could grow flowers or if 
that was the other cousin. 

Despite the slight con-
fusion you may feel for the 
first half of this movie, I still 
encourage everyone to see 
Encanto. This time of year is 
spent with family members 

whom we may not have seen 
in a while, and it is import-
ant to remember that even if 
you fight and almost end the 
world, your family will be 
there to help you put it back 
together again. 
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