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For a little over two years, 
COVID-19 has infected the world. 
Not only has this sickness affected 
overall physical health, but so many 
other factors such as mentality, jobs, 
schools, and even public outings. 
Many people often wonder when 
things will return to how they were 
before, but this pandemic may be 
the new normal. 

At Scotus, cases of COVID 
have been increasing. Students who 
test positive for the virus have to 
quarantine for five days and wear a 
mask for five more days when they 
return to school. 

“We have a few students who 
have informed us that they are 
COVID-positive,” Scotus Central 
Catholic President Jeff Ohnoutka 
said. “The main thing is that our 
staff has been able to stay healthy. 
That is the most important thing in 
order to keep the school open.”

Most people have assumed 
the pandemic would have cleared 
up by this point. Going forward, 
doctors anticipate it will be more 
manageable than what the world has 
experienced these last two years. 

“I guess I don’t really know 
how this year compares to last year, 
but the one common thing is that we 
are still dealing with the pandemic. 
A year ago at this time I would have 
assumed it would be over by now.” 
Ohnoutka said. 

Regarding Columbus Catholic 
Schools, Ohnoutka decides how the 
schools will operate during increas-
ing cases of sickness. 

“We have a couple options 
available. We can close the school 
for a short amount of time. The 
school could switch to mandatory 
masking if necessary for a period of 
time as well,” Ohnoutka said. “I do 
not plan to return to remote learning 
as an option at any time.”

Former administrator and cur-
rent English teacher Angie Rusher 
knows the struggles of having 
students out with sickness from two 
different points of view.

“We actually don’t have an 
unusual number of students out of 
school for January compared to 
years before COVID.  The dif-
ference is that many of them are 
staying out of school for many days 
either with COVID or as a precau-
tion.  This makes it much more 
difficult for students to get caught 
up in their classes and for teachers 
to keep track of the work, but it is 
still much better than the two-week 
quarantining from last year, Rusher 
explained.”

Despite the political arguments 
in relation to the pandemic, Ohnout-
ka finds it important to do whatever 
is possible to keep the schools open 
and healthy. 

“If you are sick stay home. I 
understand the desire to want to 
get tested. The main thing is to 

Hutchinson commits to military life

Photo Courtesy Abee Hutchinson

Senior Abee Hutchinson marches in full gear during her last 
week at Basic Combat Training. Hutchinson is a member of the 
Army National Guard and completed BCT the summer before 
her senior year.

Machine gun rounds fire as sol-
diers crawl under thick barbed wire. 
Explosions all around and bright 
red flares in the sky. Senior Abee 
Hutchinson recently experienced 
this and more during her training 
for the National Guard. The summer 
before her senior year, Hutchin-
son went through Basic Combat 
Training to join the Army National 
Guard.

The Army National Guard is 
a branch of the military which is 
community-based and reports to 
the governor of their state unless 
called to protect the United States 
during times of conflict or disasters. 
They are known as civilian sol-
diers and are able to hold jobs and 
attend school while conducting their 
military training part time. While 
Hutchinson is now a member of the 
Army National Guard, she first went 
to her recruiter with Navy on the 
mind.

“When I went to the recruit-
er, I mentioned I wanted to be in 
the Navy,” Hutchinson explained, 
“and after hearing the differences 
between the Navy and the Guard, 
I decided the Army was the better 
choice for me because I could join 
the Guard.”

To be a part of the Nation-
al Guard, Hutchinson had to go 
through an enlistment process. The 
first step she did was research on 
her own and meet with a recruiter 
to see if she qualified. This meant 
taking the Armed Services Voca-

tional Aptitude Battery (ASVAB) 
test, completing necessary waivers, 
and getting physically ready to 
join. The next step was to commit, 
which Hutchinson did by taking a 
full medical examination, picking 
her Guard job, signing her Guard 
contract, and completing an Oath of 
Enlistment Ceremony. From there, 
Hutchinson had to complete basic 
training and job training, which she 
did in the summer of 2021. 

“The first thing my recruiter did 
was hand me a packet of 40 pages 
of yes or no questions. She said go 
through and answer. If there are any 
you answer no to that is a problem,” 
Hutchinson said.

Basic Combat Training or BCT 
is where new members of the Guard 
are transformed from civilians to 
soldiers in ten weeks. Hutchinson 
prepared herself mentally by finding 
support from friends and family 
and by researching BCT. When it 
came to physically preparing for 
BCT, she was given a checklist of 
all the items she needed to pack. All 
of these items had to fit inside one 
medium-sized backpack and only 
contain the bare minimum. Hutchin-
son also reviewed all the rules as 
well as handled all her finances.

“Going into it, I wasn’t sad the 
day before I left. I got to hang out 
with my friends because I had a 
little going away party,” Hutchinson 
said.

During those ten weeks of BCT, 
the soon-to-be soldiers learned a lot. 
BCT is separated into four phases. 
Yellow/Green Phase was the first 
phase and took place in the first and 

Lehr finds passion in rodeo queening

Photo Courtesy Brooke Lehr

Junior Brooke Lehr waits to process around the arena at the 
Madison County Fair in July, 2021. After winning Miss Teen 
Rodeo Nebraska, Lehr travelled across Nebraska to promote 
different rodeos and will continue to do so in summer 2022.

Scotus junior Brooke Lehr 
received a prestigious title in the 
rodeo community this last summer. 
After competing the whole week 
before, all the hard work paid off 
when her name was called in front 
of the crowd for Miss Teen Rodeo 
Nebraska.

“This year was extreme. We put 
in a lot of dedication and focus,” 
Lehr said. “Throughout the summer, 
this is all I do on my weekends. It is 
a different rodeo every weekend, so 
when my name was called on stage, 
I was stunned. It’s honestly hard to 
explain the emotions I was feeling.”

The competition took place on 
June 18th, 2021, at the North Platte 
Community College Campus. The 
categories to try out for the Miss 
Teen Rodeo Nebraska competition 
include speech, interview, horse-
manship, congeniality, photogenic, 
and personality. Lehr competed 
against five other rodeo queen 
contestants for the title. In this 
competition, whoever wins the most 
categories and has the highest points 
in all of them is the winner. 

“Once you win, you have to go 
around for one year and try to hit 
as many rodeos as you can. You get 
involved with the crowd and bring 
people to the rodeo. If you get a title 
for a certain rodeo, it is your job 
to promote it by going to as many 

places as you can and helping where 
you’re needed,” Lehr explained.

Before pageanting, Lehr’s 
passion was barrel racing. After a 

severe horse accident sending her to 
the hospital in 2018, Lehr was timid 
going back to racing. This allowed 
for open doors into the world of 

rodeo queening. Lehr quickly fell in 
love with this type of competition 
and succeeded at it right away. 

“Horses are still a huge part 
of my life, but I used to be crazy 
about barrel racing. At that time in 
my life, I was at so many rodeos 
riding so many different horses and 
doing so many different things that 
the odds of me having an accident 
were high,” Lehr said. “The risk 
is high because at the end of the 
day, a horse has a mind of its own, 
but with great risk, there is great 
reward.”

Lehr has held multiple titles 
before competing for Miss Teen 
Nebraska including 2016 Little 
Miss Burwell Rodeo and 2018 Miss 
Old West Trail Rodeo Queen, which 
is located in Crawford, Nebraska 
over six hours away. Lehr also won 
Miss Clear Water Rodeo in the 
summer of 2020. Alongside Brooke, 
her older sister, Bailey Lehr, also 
competes at rodeos in Nebraska and 
across the nation.

“Trying out for Miss Teen 
Rodeo was super fun because Bai-
ley tried out, too [for Miss Rodeo 
Nebraska]. We were kind of double 
teaming it, and she got it,” Lehr 
said. “Bailey will be gone almost 
every week and weekend year-
round all over the country. I can go 
out of state with her, but I only have 
to travel around Nebraska during 
the summer.”

To celebrate the news and 
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stay home and get rest so that you 
can return to school,” Ohnoutka 
advised. “So many people want to 
politicize the mask, the vaccine, or 
the testing. I do not get caught up in 
any of that on either side.”

Despite the many challenges 
COVID has brought forth, Scotus 
has managed to stay open for in-

second week. Hutchinson learned 
the Army’s Core Values, traditions, 
and values in this phase. Red Phase 
took place in the third week and 
taught Hutchinson the fundamentals 
of soldiering. Next, Hutchinson 
completed the White Phase during 
weeks four and five. She focused 

on developing her combat skills. 
The last phase occurred in weeks 
six through nine. During this Blue 
Phase, Hutchinson improved upon 
her individual tactical training as 
well as leadership and teamwork 
skills.

“Basic training is the most fun 

(left) Senior Abee Hutchin-
son poses for a photo with 
her family, Preston, Cathy, 
Chris, Caitee, and Bella after 
graduating from Basic Com-
bat Training this summer. 
Abee graduated from BCT on 
August 19th.Photo Courtesy Abee Hutchinson

double as a fundraiser, Lehr’s threw 
an event to help Bailey’s cost of 
travel she will be doing throughout 
the year. Most of the attendees were 
other rodeo queens or participants, 
and the rest were friends and family 
who wanted to help Bailey out.

“It turned out really well and 
having a benefit helps,” Lehr said. 
“We collected items and auctioned 
them off. There was a chap dance 
which was where all the queens 
wore their chaps. Chaps are heavy, 
so they are not easy to dance in. 
Then, there was a meal and a live 
band after. We all just had fun and 
danced.”

This was the first year in Miss 
Rodeo Nebraska and Miss Teen 
Rodeo Nebraska history that sisters 
won both competitions. The odds of 

you will never want to have again,” 
Hutchinson said. “Yes, did I have 
fun? Sometimes. I met a lot of good 
people. I got to do some cool stuff. I 
also had to do a lot of push-ups, and 
I don’t like push-ups.”

Week ten was graduation. In 
this final week Hutchinson had to 
complete a week of field training 
and a 15-kilometer march back to 
base. All of this was done without 
sleeping for four days. Usually 
after this, soldiers would be given a 
day to catch up with their families. 
Unfortunately, in Hutchinson’s case, 
her company was the last to leave 
the site, meaning she had only four 
hours with her family. The next day 
was the graduation ceremony, sig-
naling she had graduated from basic 
and was ready to go home.

“Getting of the plane, I felt 
free. I had so much fun at basic, but 
it still felt like a weight lifted off my 
shoulders,” Hutchinson explained.

After completing BCT, 
Hutchinson will complete Ad-
vanced Individual Training which 
is specialized towards her military 
occupations. She will go to AIT for 
12 weeks starting June 2022.

“Basic Training was a great 
experience, and I learned a lot about 
myself and the world. I’m excited to 
go to AIT and continue my military 
career,” Hutchinson concluded.

school learning for the 2020-21 and 
2021-22 school year. 

“I look at how we deal with 
things now in comparison to 22 
months ago. We have learned to 
navigate all of this and keep our 
schools open. That is a big deal 
but not really a surprise to me,” 
Ohnoutka said. “The people who 

work here and the students who go 
to school here hold themselves to 
a high standard. They want to give 
their best effort to what they do. 
None of it has been easy and there 
have been protocols and strategies 
to mitigate the spread. You do what 
you must do so everyone can have a 
great experience.”

sisters competing and winning both 
titles are slim considering all the 
other competitors.

“My parents are kind of stress-
ing out now because we have to be 
in so many different places at the 
same time. Bailey will be on the 
road the entire year,” Lehr said.

Lehr plans to climb the ladder 
and continue her journey of rodeo 
work. With her sister as her ex-
ample, Lehr has big plans for her 
future.

“Promoting the rodeo and 
showing people what we do and 
why we do it is super fun. I will 
compete for a few more titles then 
run for Miss Rodeo Nebraska and 
eventually for Miss Rodeo Ameri-
ca,” Lehr concluded.
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Go big or go home on 
Valentine’s Day

Receiving dozens of 
bright, red roses, being 
serenaded down the school 
hallway, finding love notes in 
your locker. This is what I be-
lieve girls want on Valentine’s 
Day. In high school, making 
your love known to your 
significant other is especially 
important. The perfect way to 
do this is by going big or go-
ing home on this special day. 

Girls want attention and 
physical signs of security 
when in relationships. Phys-
ical things are obviously not 
the only important objects to 
focus on, but they are a nec-
essary branch in the system 
of a relationship. Gifts also 
open the door for an easier 
opportunity to remember the 
day. Whenever they put on 

the necklace or cuddle with 
the teddy bear given to them, 
they will remember the spe-
cial day when they received 
these memorable pieces.

Despite Valentine’s Day’s 
origin over hundreds of years 
ago, society has made this 
day into a day for giving and 
love. This day should not be 
used as an excuse for couples 
to slack off all the other days 
of the year; however, this is 
a holiday set out specifically 
for showing extra affection 
toward each other and should 
be treated as such. 

People may take this idea 
in multiple different ways. 
As I write this with an empty 
wallet, I should add that it 
does not necessarily all have 
to be expensive, but going 
above and beyond for your 
significant other should be 
where the mind wanders to 
celebrate this day with them. 
There are opportunities to 
spoil your S.O. without blow-
ing your whole month’s pay-
check such as a nice dinner 
out, chocolates, and/or a fun 
gift meant to be done togeth-
er. Jewelry is a hit or miss gift 
some people are picky about, 
so taking her out shopping 
would be best if the intent 
is to give her something 
memorable to keep around. 
Spending lots of money on 
her doesn’t hurt either, but it 
usually isn’t a deal breaker.

I can understand, after 
talking with your partner, 
both agreeing not to do 
anything extravagant. What 
I will not condone is chick-
ening out and caring about 
the opinion of high school 
boys and what they will think 
when you do something for 
your girlfriend. Contrary to 
popular belief, boys, if you act 
like you’re too cool to care, 
you can plan on kissing your 
girlfriend goodbye. Commu-
nication is always key, but 
raising the bar for boys and 
even doing something way 
outside the comfort zone 
will show your love interest 
you are not afraid to express 
how much they mean to you 
and how much effort you are 
willing to put in for them.

I am not writing this to 
make it sound like all girls 
are high maintenance or not 
easily pleased, but for one day 
out of the year, it wouldn’t kill 
a man to go out of his way 
to spoil his significant other. 
It is quite easy to get caught 
up in today’s busy world, so 
make sure Valentine’s doesn’t 
get tangled up in the blur of 
the same old day-to-day life. 
Exceed the expectation. Go 
the extra mile because if you 
have feelings for someone, 
don’t blow it by rolling your 
eyes on Valentine’s Day.

Valentine’s Day about 
memories not gifts

Valentine’s Day is a day 
many girls in a relationship 
look forward to. It is the day 
guys are told to pamper their 
girl with lots of chocolate, 
gifts, and love. It may be what 
guys feel they are obligated to 
do because of the stereotype 
surrounding Valentine’s Day. 
That stereotype being a girl 
expects to be given gifts by 
her significant other and go 
on a big, expensive date on 
Valentine’s Day because it is 
the day of love.

February 14th was not 
always the day of love. It 
was originally known as the 
feast day of an early Chris-
tian martyr named Saint 
Valentine. It was called the 
Feast of Saint Valentine or 
Saint Valentine’s Day. Today, 

we just call February 14th 
Valentine’s Day and instead 
of honoring a saint, we buy 
each other chocolate and 
cards to express our love. We 
have changed the origins of 
February 14th to a day where 
people, especially guys, are 
expected to buy their girl gifts 
to show their love.

However, I do not think 
guys need to go out of their 
way to buy a gift, pick out 
chocolate, or scrounge up 
the money to eat out at a big, 
luxurious restaurant to please 
their girlfriends. Girls do not 
care about getting gifts. They 
are happy with simply getting 
to spend time with their 
boyfriends. 

Girls do not expect to go 
out for dinner at an expensive 
restaurant. They would be 
happy sitting down at a more 
casual, cheap restaurant or 
even enjoying a home cooked 
meal together. Putting in the 
effort to make a meal together 
is more meaningful than 
throwing in money to eat out 
at a fancy restaurant.

Getting gifts is nice, but 
girls are not going to remem-
ber the gift they were given 
on Valentine’s Day. They are 
going to have the memory 
of what they do with their 
boyfriend on that day or 
what is said to each other. 
A girl is going to appreciate 
a guy complimenting her, 

showing her extra affection, 
or planning a day for them 
together more than a box of 
chocolates.

Boys or even some girls 
may argue it is one day out of 
the year, and it is not a lot to 
ask for a gift or an over-the-
top date with their significant 
other for Valentine’s Day. I 
do agree with this and think 
if someone wants to go all 
out for Valentine’s Day, then 
go ahead. Some guys need 
to realize though that gift 
giving on Valentine’s Day is 
not expected by all girls. Girls 
cherish more of the little mo-
ments rather than the gifts.

Valentine’s Day is sup-
posed to be a day about love 
not gift giving. I think couples 
should spend the day cher-
ishing and loving each other 
rather than guys having to 
worry about what they need 
to buy their girlfriends. 

Love and care are not 
shown through gifts. They are 
expressed through words and 
acts of service. Therefore, in-
stead of guys feeling the need 
to buy a box of chocolates or 
a bouquet of roses that will be 
gone in a week, they should 
simply be more attentive to 
their girlfriends and spend 
the day with them to create 
memories that will be more 
lasting than a gift.

A r m  u p  f o r  y o u r  f u t u r e 

By Abee Hutchinson
Staff Reporter

Four days without sleep, 
a ten-mile hike back to my 
bed, and live machine gun 
rounds being fired overhead. 
This is where I found myself 
on August 13th around 1 
a.m. While Scotus students 

were sleeping and preparing 
for their first day of school, I 
was crawling under barbed 
wire and preparing for my 
graduation from Army Basic 
Combat Training. This was 
only six days before my 
graduation on August 19, and 
seven days before my plane fi-
nally landed back in Lincoln, 
Nebraska. 

I joined the Nebraska 
Army National Guard in May 
of 2021, and only a few weeks 
later I was on a plane to Fort 
Jackson, South Carolina 
where I would spend 73 days 
with no contact from the 
outside world besides a fif-
teen-minute phone call once 
a week. 

After spending weeks 
learning about the rewards of 
being in the military, I believe 
all high schoolers should 

consider the military for their 
future. This means contacting 
a recruiter at a young age. 
Although there is no bad 
time to contact a recruiter, I 
recommend you start talking 
to someone around the end 
of your sophomore year. 
You can enlist in the Army 
National Guard at the age of 
17 if you are a junior in high 
school. The sooner you start 
the conversation, the more 
options you will have later. 

Many students, like my-
self, are worried about their 
futures, especially college and 
how they can avoid being in 
debt for the rest of their lives. 
This is what originally drew 
me to start talking to a mil-
itary recruiter. The military 
provides complete tuition 
assistance to most public 
colleges and universities and 

will provide a sizable portion 
of tuition for most private 
colleges.

People should also 
consider joining because of 
the experience, knowledge, 
and abilities they will gain 
from being in the military. In 
10 weeks, I learned how to 
fire a weapon, I jumped off 
a 40-foot tower, and I threw 
two live grenades. I lived with 
56 other girls and 158 other 
boys from all over the planet. 
In our company, there were 
over 25 different languages 
that were spoken, and we 
had people who were born in 
18 countries. I learned a lot 
about the world we live in.

I learned discipline and 
how to work with others in a 
high stress environment. That 
sentence came straight off my 
work resume. The military 

opens a world of possibilities 
in the civilian world. People 
are more likely to hire you, 
and you can make your re-
sume stand out from others. 
Depending on what your 
occupation is in the military, 
you can also receive several 
certifications that will also 
help you secure a job in the 
civilian world. 

Despite all the amazing 
things the military can do for 
your future, it does require 
hard work. Soldiers must ex-
cel in physical fitness and will 
have to pass several physical 
strength tests. The military 
also puts strain on your 
mental and emotional health, 
especially during training, so 
soldiers must have a strong 
willpower. There is also the 
possibility you will be de-
ployed. If you are in the Na-

tional Guard or Reserves, you 
will not be active duty and 
will live at home; however, 
you can still be deployed. You 
cannot be deployed while still 
in high school, but you can 
be deployed while in college. 
Training will push you past 
your comfort zone and show 
you that you can do so much 
more than you ever thought 
was possible. 

Whether you are a fresh-
man who has always wanted 
to be in the military or a 
senior who is not sure what 
they want to do, I encourage 
everyone to do some research 
and determine if the military 
is right for you. The sooner 
you start talking to a recruit-
er, the better off you will be 
and the more options you will 
have in your future. 
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Basketball girls compete through close games

The Scotus girls’ bas-
ketball team initially started 
off the season a little rough 
but has brought it back with 
much success. The team has 
fought many opponents since 
the start of the season as they 
now approach the post-sea-
son. The team has overcome 
many challenges and all their 
losses have been extremely 
close, by ten points or less.

“We all love our team 
so much. It makes it easy to 
play for them rather than for 
ourselves,” sophomore post 
Joanna Rusher said.

On December 11th, 
Scotus went against Hum-
phrey Saint Francis where 
they secured a clean win 
with a final score of 38-36. 
Later, on December 14th, the 
team competed with Omaha 
Concordia. This time their 
win was a crushing victory, 
48-13.

“I’m really excited to 
see what we can do. We have 
the ability to beat really good 
teams and go far,” junior 
point guard Maysa Kuhl said.

At Pierce, December 
17th, the Scotus team played 
a close game, losing to Pierce 
but only a few points, 31-34. 
The next game Scotus played 
was head-to-head with West 
Point-Beemer on the 18th. 
This game was even closer 
than the last with the final 
score being 42-40, a tight but 
secured victory for Scotus.

“We just have to all get 
a little better individually so 
that we can grow immensely 
as a team,” junior Elizabeth 
Brezenski said.

Scotus continued their 
winning streak for the next 
couple games until their 
loss against Lakeview at the 
Columbus Chamber Hol-
iday Tournament. Against 
Lakeview, Scotus lost 34 to 
35, their closest game this 
season.

“After losses, everyone 

is upset about it for the night, 
but the next day at practice 
attitudes quickly switch. We 
all showed up to practice and 
work harder to prevent anoth-
er loss,” junior guard Kaelyn 
Dierman said.

The game against St. 
Paul, January 4th, resulted in 
a defeat 34-40, but Scotus 
retaliated with a win streak 
of three against Bishop 
Neumann (29-26), Norfolk 
Catholic (53-18), and Lincoln 
Christian (42-28) on the 8th, 
the 11th, and the 14th. 

“The Neumann game 
stood out the most. They are 
a very talented, tough team, 
and we shut them down to 
secure a win. We also didn’t 
even perform our best offense 
for it either,” senior point 
guard Grace Mustard said.

Unfortunately, the team’s 
greatest loss was against 
Archbishop Bergan on the 
21st, where Scotus lost 27-37. 
However, on the first day of 
the conference tournament on 
January 25th, Scotus defeated 

Bergan with a final score of 
48-32. Their final game of 
conference ended with a loss 
with a final score of 29-46.

“So far, we have compet-

ed with every team we have 
played so I am confident we 
can beat any team we play 
against in the post-season,” 
senior guard Kate Maguire 

said.
The Shamrocks are trav-

elling to David City Aquinas 
to take them on at their home 
court tonight.

Ashley Hoffman / Yearbook Staff

Senior Grace Mustard dribbles down the home court at Scotus’ game against 
Lincoln Christian on January 14th. This game was the Scotus girls’ third win in a 
row.

By Kate Maguire
Staff Reporter

Boys’ basketball fights through tough schedule

The boys’ basketball 
team is now well over half-
way done with their season. 
After starting the season off 
1-2, the team went on a los-
ing skid throughout the next 

couple of games. 
Those games were 

played without senior post 
Garrett Oakley who had 
played in varsity games since 
his freshmen season and 
started his junior and part of 
what would have been his 
senior season. Oakley only 
played four games this season 

before undergoing hip sur-
gery which would take him 
out of the remainder of the 
season. With Oakley being 6’ 
5’’, this took away one of the 
only players for Scotus who 
matched up against the height 
of players on other teams.

“GICC was the last game 
we had with Garrett Oakley, 

so we had to learn how to 
play smaller and discover 
who we needed to step up to 
fill Garrett’s shoes,” senior 
post Carson Czarnick said.

Czarnick has been a 
part of the boys’ basketball 
program since his freshman 
year and plays a key role for 
the team this season.

“Playing bigger teams, 
we have to use strategy and 
discipline to give us the best 
chance to take their size 
away,” Czarnick said.

The team was having a 
hard time finding a way to 
win games during this losing 
stretch. Junior Carter Filipi 
is a first-year starter for the 
team.

“It was hard to keep 
losing because we would be 
practicing hard with a lot of 
energy, but there were no 
positive outcomes,” Filipi 
said.

In order to overcome 
their losing streak, the team 
switched tactics and focused 
on those elements they could 
control in practice more. Se-
nior Nolan Fleming has been 
playing on the varsity team 
since his junior season.

“In practice, we focused 
on playing together, defense, 
communication, rebounding, 
and working harder than 
our opponents. If you can’t 
rebound, then you can’t finish 
possessions,” Fleming said.

The team’s efforts 
in practice came into full 
display in the Columbus 
Holiday Tournament. The 
team won both their games 
against Twin River 66-15 and 
Lakeview 52-39 to take the 
Holiday Tournament title.

“Winning the Holiday 
Tournament showed us that 
we can win when we play 
together, especially on the 
defensive end,” Fleming said.

The team’s next game 
was against St. Paul where 
they lost 40-50 but may have 
shown their best persistence 
throughout the game so far 
this season. This could be 
said for the next couple of 
games too against teams like 
Norfolk Catholic, Lincoln 
Christian, and North Bend.

Junior Blake Wemhoff 
is a first-year starter for the 
team this season.

“We played hard, and 
there were some mistakes, 

but we have a really hard 
schedule, so it is tough but, in 
the end, will make us better,” 
Wemhoff said.

The boys team played 
two more tough opponents in 
Boone Central and Archbish-
op Bergan. They dropped 
both games, losing 41-69 to 
Boone and 48-58 to Bergan. 
The team may be better than 
their record shows, however, 
as they play one of the tough-
est schedules in the state.

“Seems like every other 
game is against a ranked 
team. We just have to be able 
to work harder than them. 
These games are preparing us 
by playing the types of teams 
we will see in the postseason 
which is where it really mat-
ters,” Fleming said.      

The team’s last couple 
of games were in Centenni-
al Conference Tournament 
where their first round was 
against Lincoln Lutheran. 
The Shamrocks fell to the 
Warriors, 39-45.

The team’s next game is 
away on Friday, February 4th 
against Bishop Neumann.

Sophomore guard Jackson Heng dribbles the ball up the court in a home game 
against North Bend on January 18th. The team lost the game 44-51 with Heng 
chipping in 8 points and 2 threes.

Emma Lindhorst / Yearbook Staff

Claire Rickert / Rock Bottom Staff

Junior Ted Fehringer films while communications and marketing director Taylor Dahl streams the boys bas-
ketball game on January 27th. The new Hudl camera is located above and to the left of them on center court.

Over the past two years, 
the capabilities of schools to 
stream games and activities 
for people to watch from 
home has grown exponen-
tially.  This fall Scotus added 
another device to continue to 
improve this access for the 
Scotus community.

Scotus’ new feature 
is the Hudl Focus camera 
located in the Dowd Activity 
Center. The Hudl camera 
was installed in November 
of 2021, and it has been used 
several times since then for 
many varied reasons like 
recording junior high, JV, 
and varsity games as well as 
practices. 

The camera is connected 
to the school’s Wi-Fi and then 
controlled through the Hudl 
Focus app. From anywhere 
Wi-Fi is available, the Hudl 
Focus app can control the 
camera, turn it on or off, and 
schedule a time for it to start 
to stream directly to YouTube 
or record a video.  When the 
streaming time is complete, 
the video is saved to the 
Hudl Library found within 
the camera’s app. Marketing 
and communications director 

Taylor Dahl, who is in charge 
of video production, Striv, 
and website management, has 
helped bring the Hudl Focus 
camera into the school.

 “I think it has gone 
really well, and I have heard 
a lot of positive feedback, 
not only from coaches, but 
from parents too,” Dahl said, 
“[They like] being able to 
have the games accessible on 
YouTube.”

One of the many reasons 
why the Hudl Focus was 
brought into Scotus was for 
coaches to be able to record 
and watch practices and 
games in the Dowd Activity 
Center. The camera can be 
scheduled to be turned on at 
the start of practice or a game 
and the footage can be ac-
cessed for the coaches to re-
play and show to the players 
as film of their plays.  Social 
science teacher and girls’ var-
sity basketball coach, Jarrod 
Ridder, is pleased with the 
purchase.

 “The Hudl camera 
allows us to film practice and 
gives the kids an opportuni-
ty to watch themselves and 
learn and grow from that,” 
Ridder said. 

Like all good things, 
there are downsides too. 
The Hudl Focus camera is 
controlled through an app, 

and it’s connected to Wi-Fi. 
If the school’s Wi-Fi crashes, 
the camera will shut down 
and not save the video taken. 
This goes the same for power 
outages. Since we are in 
Nebraska, if the weather 
happens to get bad and the 
game or practice for that day 
was not canceled, the footage 

of that game or practice 
could be lost. Even though 
there are drawbacks, Dahl 
feels streaming activities is 
necessary. 

“I think it is good.  That 
is how it is going to be 
going forward. I am glad 
we have embraced it,” Dahl 
said. “Even with Striv in 

the beginning, we had all the 
support from Mr. Ohnoutka 
and Mr. Lahm.  I think the 
fans appreciate it, too.”

Dahl recommends 
subscribing to the Scotus 
YouTube channel. 

“They can watch the 
games, but they can also see 
the other videos that highlight 

what we do at our school,” 
Dahl said.

There will be more to 
come with the Hudl camera.  
The school also recieved an 
outdoor Hudl camera along 
with the indoor Hudl camera, 
so Scotus can expect more 
streaming.

New Hudl camera improves streaming
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Practice ensures swim team’s success

By Jasmine Jackson
Staff Reporter

By Maysa Kuhl
Staff Reporter

Scotus wrestlers hold high hopes for state

The Columbus Discover-
ers swim team has been prac-
ticing for the swim season 
since November, and now 

they finally have the chance 
to test their efforts—and the 
waters with regular compe-
titions. 

The swim season offi-
cially began on December 2nd 

with Fremont vs Columbus 
High dual held at the Co-

lumbus Aquatic Center. Both 
the girls’ and the boys’ team 
lost; the final scores were 
124-33 and 100-58 points, 
respectively. Scotus has three 
swimmers on the Columbus 
Co-Op team including fresh-
man Sophia Mowrey.

“I compete in the 50, 
100, 200 freestyle; 200 med-
ley relay and the 100 but-
terfly. I feel good about my 
events due to the energy I put 
in them,” Mowrey said. 

The team typically has 
two meets per week, one of 
which is held at the Aquatic 
Center, and the other away at 
another team’s pool; occa-
sionally competitions are 
held on Saturdays. Sopho-
more Mary Faltys competes 
in a variety of events.

“I normally compete in 
the 200 IM, 100 butterfly, 
and 200 and 400 freestyle 
relay, although my events 
get switched around often. 
The Beatrice meet stands out 
to me because I dropped the 
time I had been wanting to. 
I also did events I don’t nor-
mally do, so it was exciting,” 
Faltys said. 

Practice is a valued 
concept on the team, which 
holds two-a-days the entire 
season. Junior Alex Settje’s 
main event has been the 

breaststroke ever since he 
first started swimming on the 
team his freshman year.

“We try to be in the pool 
by 4:00 sharp—no later. We 
don’t always make it, [but] 
we have all been dropping 
times and growing closer to 
one another,” Settje said. 

The team has 25 mem-
bers and is coached by Alyssa 
Dillon. Faltys has been on the 
team since her freshman year. 

“Since the start of the 
season, we have become 
more confident at meets and 
more experienced. We un-
derstand more of what works 
and what doesn’t. We’ve 
grown as a team, and it’s fun 
to be around each other,” 
Faltys said. 

After meets, the team 
returns to practice with ideas 
and exercises to improve 
strokes and times. Mowrey 
currently swims on the junior 
varsity team.

“Right now, we are 
working on our upper body 
strength because during 

freestyle, you pull [yourself 
forward] and right now we 
are working on improving 
that,” Mowrey said. 

As a result, Scotus 
swimmers have improved 
their event times. On January 
8th, Columbus High compet-
ed and won the dual against 
South Sioux City. Settje won 
twice in his events and scored 
for the boys’ team; the final 
score was 79 to 67. 

“I dropped time in my 
breaststroke, mainly at South 
Sioux City when I swam my 
fastest of 1 minute and 15 
seconds,” Settje said.  
 The season is in full 
swing, and the team has four 
meets left before state. Faltys 
hopes to qualify for state in 
both her individual and group 
events. 

“We are continuing to 
work on the small details, 
like turns and finishes, 
because every millisecond 
counts in a race,” Faltys 
concluded. 

Jasmine Jackson / Rock Bottom Staff

Freshman Sophia Mowrey swims the backstroke at the Columbus Aquatic Cen-
ter on January 18th during the Columbus vs. Beatrice dual. Mowrey also com-
petes in the freestyle, the butterfly, and a medley relay.

Four months of playing 
one sport can be exhausting, 
but it is the relationships that 
are built that keep athletes 
going. The wrestling team 
has built that bond through 
morning practices and several 
meets together.

“[The hardest part of 
wrestling is] trying to stay 
determined and not giving 
up,” sophomore wrestler 
Spencer Wittwer said, “but I 
love the people in it, we are a 
family.”

Currently ranking 1- 
15, the small boys’ team 
has faced a tough schedule 
following Christmas break. 
The team lost to some tough 
competition at the Wood 
River Dual Tournament, fac-
ing Gibbon, Amherst, Wood 
River, Syracuse, and an 11-0 
Aquinas Catholic team. 

“I think that our team is 
doing great, but we learn lots 
from losing,” Wittwer said.

Following that tourna-

ment, the boys turned around 
and went back to Wood River 
for an invite, resulting in a 
loss. Later that week, on the 
sixth, the boys went to face 
the Schuyler team. There, 
senior Riley Eickmeier re-
ceived his sixth head-to-head 
win in a row. 

“Watching the individual 
success our kids have had has 
been awesome.  Watching 
Riley place at every meet 
has been the highlight,” head 
coach Tyler Linder said. “The 
boys look up to Riley and 
try their best to match his 
success. He is the north star 
our guys have used to guide 
our team.”

On the eighth, the boys 
competed in the Aquinas 
tourney and placed 5th out 
of the eleven teams there. 
Eickmeier wrestled for a title 
at this event and ended it 
20-4 on the season. Freshman 
Spencer Shotkoski was the 
only other Shamrock to end 
that meet with a winning 
record, being 3-2. Wittwer 
made it to the quarterfinals 
but lost to an Aquinas wres-
tler in the end. 

“My season has gone 
good so far,” Shotkoski said, 
“I stayed at about 500 so far 
and plan to finish it that way.” 

The team hosted Ber-
gan and Boystown on the 
thirteenth, both resulting in 
a team loss, but several of 
the boys pulled out wins. 
Eickmeier, sophomore Rudy 
Brunkhorst, Freshman Joseph 
Cornwell, and sophomore 
Gabriel Gassen all received 
a win at that meet whether 
it was a forfeit or a head-to-
head win. 

On the 22nd, the boys 
competed in the Conference 
tournament. They then faced 
Boone Central and Lakeview 
in at a home meet resulting in 
Eikmier and Wittwer going 
undefeated. Later that same 
week, on the 29th, the boys 
traveled to wrestle Boone 
Central again where Eikmier 
placed 2nd and Wittwer 4th.

With the season nearing 
a close, the boys and coaches 
are eager to see how they 
will perform at districts this 
Saturday and are itching for 
individual opportunities at 
state.

“The goal of any team is 
to peak at the right moment.  
For us, that is districts,” 
Linder said. “If we can get 

a handful of guys wresting 
at their highest levels come 
February, then I anticipate a 
couple of guys making the 

trip to Omaha for the state 
tournament.”

Halle Langan / Yearbook Staff

Sophomore Evan Kiene is in the top position against a Fremont Bergan wrestler 
at a wresting triangular against Fremont Bergan and Boys Town on January 
14th in the Dowd Activity Center. Kiene accepted a forfeit earlier in his round 
against Boys Town.

Jasmine Jackson / Rock Bottom Staff

Junior Trenton Cielocha dribbles the ball against Twin River at the Columbus 
Chamber Holiday Tournament on December 28th in the Dowd Activity Center. 
The Shamrocks won with a final score of 60 - 15.

Halle Langan / Yearbook Staff

Senior Tyler Cline prepares to wrestle against a Boys Town wrestler at a home 
meet on January 13th. Several boys received wins at this meet.

Ashley Hoffman / Yearbook Staff

Sophomore Mary Faltys swims the freestyle at a meet against Norfolk on Jan-
uary 11th at the Aquatic Center in Columbus. Faltys competes in 200 IM, 100 
freestyle, 400 free relay, and 200 medley relay.

Ashley Steiner  / Yearbook Staff

Junior Libbie Brezenski protects the ball against a Lincoln Christian opponent in 
the Dowd Activity Center on January 14th. The girls defeated the team with a 42 
- 28 victory.
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By Lily Dohmen
Staff Reporter

Richard Williams is the 
father of Venus Williams, and 
he is the driving force behind 
her success. Therefore, the 

King Richard serves a fault
were fight scenes between a 
gang and Venus’s father. One 
fight scene should be enough 
because it gives viewers 
an inside look at what the 
father had to go through to 
get Venus to the top. These 
scenes were unnecessary in 
King Richard because the 
whole movie was supposed 
to be focused on Venus and 
not others. I was disappointed 
because I was starting to get 
tired during the movie and 
these unnecessary scenes 
made me angry.

The movie barely men-
tioned any positive outcomes 
in Venus’s life. It was all 
about the hardships she and 
her family went through. This 
made King Richard depress-
ing. For example, the movie 
always showed Venus losing. 
No one wanted to see her lose 
all the time. The only positive 
outcome was watching Venus 
grow as a person despite 
being attacked for her race. 
It was not normal for a black 
woman to play tennis or a 
sport in general because of 
discrimination in America. 

of Venus’s life.
Before seeing any mov-

ie, I watch commercials and 
trailers on the internet to have 
a short summary of films. The 
commercials and trailers for 
King Richard were mislead-
ing because they showed both 
Venus and Serena Williams 
creating tennis careers, but, 
in the movie, Venus is the 
only sister starting a career. 
I was expecting the movie to 
be about both. I personally 
hear more about Serena than 
Venus, so I went to see the 
movie to see her. Venus had 
her family’s support and en-
couragement throughout the 
whole movie while Serena’s 
tennis dreams were left in 
the dust. Instead of making 
commercials and trailers 
about both Williams sisters, 
producers should have made 
them about Venus alone.

  King Richard was 
a long movie, which be-
came boring after a while. 
There were also unnecessary 
scenes. Some scenes were 
repeated but had different 
settings. For example, there 

movie is named after him. 
Richard was Venus’s number 
one fan and supporter.

  The movie King 
Richard focused on the past 
life of Venus Williams. The 
movie taught viewers more 
about her love for tennis and 

When Venus was given the 
chance to become a child 
tennis star, the police and oth-
er whites became suspicious 
and tried to dig up dirt on the 
Williams family. Even though 
Venus was faced with many 
challenges due to her race, 
she was still successful.

There was one part 
of King Richard that was 
amazing. It was learning 
about Venus’s past. Venus 
came from nothing. The 
family barely had anything. 
They were barely making 
rent on their house. She had 
a hard life, but this can teach 
viewers a lesson. Celebrities 
made themselves known on 
their own no matter what 
happened in their past life 
because they had faith. Venus 
had confidence in herself, 
which helped her grow as a 
person, athlete, and influenc-
er.

There is no point in 
seeing this movie if you get 
bored easily and cannot focus 
to save your life. You will 
be lost many times and may 
occasionally fall asleep.

how she handled becoming a 
celebrity at an early age.

  I thought King Rich-
ard was not a good movie 
because the commercials and 
trailers were misleading, it 
was too long, and it was only 
centered around the hardships 

In the movie King Richard, Richard Williams and his family walk into Venus’s 
first tennis tournament. King Richard took place in Compton, California, in the 
early 1990s. 

“No matter what I do, 
no matter how hard I try, 
the ones I love will always 
be the ones who pay.” This 
famous quote was said by the 
one and only Spider-Man. Or 

New Spider-Man movie swings to top charts
Reviews of Recent

should I say one of many?
Spider-Man: No Way 

Home is the newest Mar-
vel movie released from 
the series. This movie was 
officially released to theaters 
on December 17th, 2021, 
and Marvel fans have been 
raving. 

In this new Spider-Man 

phenomenon, Peter Parker’s 
secret identity as superhe-
ro is revealed to everyone. 
News sources mock him, 
and they also accuse him of 
being a villain in disguise. 
As a result, not only does 
Peter suffer the consequenc-
es of these claims, but so 
do the ones closest to him. 

Peter confronts a wizard for 
help, Doctor Strange, who 
performs a spell that ends up 
going wrong and bringing 
villains and other characters 
from different universes into 
their world. 

I believe that Spi-
der-Man: No Way Home is an 
extraordinary movie, and it 
is definitely worth the watch. 
According to MSNBC, the 
film has become the sec-
ond-highest domestic open-
ing of all time with a total of 
over $121.5 million. Rotten 
Tomatoes gave it a score of 
100% on opening day, higher 
than what the film-review site 
gave “Avengers: Endgame,” 
which received a 94%. 

Spider-Man: No Way 
Home was also enjoyable to 
watch because of the per-
sonal relationships between 
the characters shown in the 
movie. The way Peter Parker 
cares about his Aunt May, his 
girlfriend MJ, and his best 
friend Ned, is an attribute that 
every character should have. 
When the rest of the world 
found out Peter’s identity as 
Spider-Man, he could have 
not cared and went on with 

his life. However, he saw 
how it affected the people he 
loved, and he did everything 
in his power to change that. 
During the movie, it is not 
only noticeable how much he 
is willing to sacrifice for the 
benefit of other people, but 
also how much they love him 
in return. 

Even though Peter is a 
superhero, he is humanized 
as a character, and he goes 
through circumstances that 
everyone faces. We often 
think of superheroes as 
supernatural beings who were 
granted gifts and are using 
them to help, but Peter is just 
as human as anyone else. 
Realizing this helps audi-
ences relate to situations that 
confront him. Although Peter 
is Spider-man, his ego is not 
over the roof, and he does not 
think too highly of himself. It 
is clear every action he per-
forms is for the greater good 
and not only himself. Not 
only does this movie enter-
tain, but it teaches lessons to 
every viewer, and it inspires 
people to be the best version 
of themselves. 

A common reason I have 

heard of why people do not 
want to see this movie is 
because Tom Holland, the 
actor who plays Peter Parker 
in the Marvel series, is not 
their favorite actor to be 
playing Spider-Man. Most 
people are aware of the other 
actors, Andrew Garfield and 
Tobey Maguire, who play 
Spider-Man in other series. 
However, this movie includes 
all three actors who have 
portrayed Peter Parker, and it 
is one of the reasons why it is 
so popular. Surprisingly, most 
people were quick to judge, 
but they were not aware of 
this fact. All three of them 
connect when they realize 
they have been through simi-
lar circumstances in different 
universes. They all lost some-
one dearly close to them, and 
Peter learns revenge will not 
benefit him.

Overall, I believe 
everyone should take time 
to go watch Spider-Man: 
No Way Home. There is no 
other movie like it, and this 
well-structured show will al-
ways be one of my favorites. theinsider.com

latimes.com

This image features all three Spidermen, Tobey Maguire, Tom Holland, and 
Andrew Garfield, who appeared in Spider-Man: No Way Home. The new Spi-
der-Man movie came out in theaters on December 17th, 2021.

[I watched] Spi-
der-Man: No Way 
Home, and people 

should watch this mov-
ie if they really enjoy 

Marvel and the original 
Spider-Man movies. It 
is overall just a great 
movie that mixes in a 
lot of elements from 

the previous movies.”
-Chris Adame-Herdandez

12th

“Spiderman: No Way 
Home is amazing 
because it is very 

eventful, and Andrew 
Garfield is really cute 
and makes the movie 

10 times better.”

-Jem Meyer
8th

“[I watched] 
West Side Story. 
It was a thrilling 
and suspenseful 
movie! It was 

also entertaining 
to see how the ri-
val gangs played 
out the fights and 
came together in 

the end!”
-Grace Hamling

7th

“I watched King Rich-
ard, and I think other 

people should go see it 
because it allows you 
to see the true story of 
Venus and Serena Wil-
liams in their journey 

to becoming pro tennis 
players at a young age.”

-Sierra Kravig
11th

“I watched Ghost-
busters: Afterlife. Peo-
ple should also watch 
it because not only is 

there comedy, but there 
are also scares and 

thrills. There are hi-
larious punchlines and 
moments where you 
are anticipating what 

will happen next.”

“[I watched] 
Ghostbusters: 

Afterlife; people 
should watch this 
movie because it 
had the original 
actors from the 
first movies.”

“[I watched] Spi-
der-Man No Way 

Home; people should 
watch this movie 

because it is literally 
the best movie of 

2021. The storyline 
is amazing, and 

the plot twists and 
ending leave you 

shocked.”

“I watched Spiderman: 
No Way Home because 
my friends were telling 

me about the movie, and it 
sounded interesting. It got 
confusing for me because 

I didn’t know who half 
of the villains were. I did 
like how there were funny 
comments. People should 
watch [it] if they like see-
ing fighting and action.”

-Emmalynne Splittgerber
7th

-Ava Bettenhausen
8th

-Katelyn Pensick
9th

-Abigail Schumacher
9th

By Cami Cox
Staff Reporter
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Blockbuster Movies

By Kavan Splittgerber
Staff Reporter

By Maysa Kuhl
Staff Reporter

World of Dune remastered better than ever

whatifi.com

The movie Dune features actor Josh Brolin as Garnes Halleck, Oscar Isaac as 
Duke Leto Atriedes, Timothée Chalamet as Paul Atriedes, and Rebecca Ferguson 
as Lady Jessica. Dune 2021 is a remake of the Dune movie made back in 1984; 
both of these movies are based on the book series Dune.

20,000 years into the fu-
ture, civilization has changed 
in many ways and human 
expansion has grown to the 

outer reaches of the galaxy. 
This story is not your usual 
adventure through space 
since, there is no guarantee 
that anyone will stay alive to 
reach the end.

 Dune (2021) follows 
the journey of a young man 

named Paul Atreides as he 
travels to the most dangerous 
planet in the galaxy, Arrakis, 
to secure a precious resource 
called spice for his people. 
The movie is also a reimag-
ining of the original Dune 
movie made in 1984 that 

was held back by the lack of 
technology in the time when 
it was made.

Dune (2021) is a faithful 
remake of a classic world that 
stays loyal while being fresh 
and creative at the same time. 
This new take on the universe 
is considerably more thought 
out and well-crafted com-
pared to the original. Now 
with better CGI and technol-
ogy, Dune builds a creative 
world filled with characters 
that stand apart from other 
sci-fi movies.

The greatest strength 
the new Dune has over the 
old one is the computer-gen-
erated imagery that looks 
downright heavenly when 
compared to the original 
movie. Movie technology has 
advanced tenfold since the 
80s with movies now having 
entire environments com-
puter-generated with them 
looking remarkably close 
to reality. The various shots 
of giant spaceships and the 
vast expanses of space look 
fantastic in Dune and help 
keep viewers immersed in the 
movie. This new Dune adapts 
the new generation of CGI 
greatly which helps the world 

feel real and impressive.
Of course, Dune (2021) 

is still a movie based on the 
book series also titled Dune 
written by Frank Herbert that 
started in 1965. The series 
has become a cult classic to 
many with its vast and com-
plex world filled with unique 
characters and environments. 
Dune follows the first half 
of the book well, but it still 
changes some aspects for the 
sake of time and plot progres-
sion. These changes do not 
take away from the movie or 
the original story as the world 
and plot are still adapted 
excellently onto the big 
screen. The world building is 
done fantastically as similarly 
strange props, backdrops, 
and objects all fit together. 
The costuming done for the 
different characters is also 
done well as the costumes 
look unique but still serve 
a noticeable purpose. All of 
this together makes Dune a 
fun and intriguing movie that 
feels well-thought out and 
correctly made.

From an outsider per-
spective, Dune may seem like 
a basic space odyssey that is 
no different than Star Wars 

or Star Trek with a standard 
storyline of different empires 
wanting more space. Dune 
may be a space adventure, 
but it separates itself from 
other stories by having 
unique characters with many 
different ordeals. The movie 
explores many different ste-
reotypes of characters which 
leads to multiple conflicts 
that reflect different govern-
ment perspectives and ideals. 
With Dune being based off a 
large, complex book series, 
its plot is interconnected and 
explores multiple subplots 
and twists along the way.

Dune 2021 is a new take 
on the classic Dune universe 
I think deserves its recogni-
tion as a fun and immersive 
science fiction movie that 
serves as a breath of fresh air 
with the lack of classic sci-fi 
media recently. This movie is 
only the first part of a series 
as well so anyone who enjoys 
this movie has more to look 
forward to. Overall, anyone 
who is a fan of sci-fi movies 
should give Dune a shot, but 
anyone who enjoys movies in 
general shouldn’t shy away 
from it either.

N e w  r e n d i t i o n  e x c i t e s  o l d  f a n s

encrypted.com

West Side Story characters Tony and Maria hold hands surrounded by the rival 
gangs, the Sharks and the Jets. West Side Story hit theaters on December 10th, 
2021.

Everyone knows of 
the timeless tale of Romeo 
and Juliet, but does Steven 
Spielberg’s rendition in West 
Side Story do it justice, and if 
so, is it worth experiencing? 
After watching this film, I 
would encourage others to 
do the same. Although I have 
not seen the 1957 rendition 
of West Side Story or read the 
book, I think that this movie 
would be pleasing to fans of 
these stories. 

This new rendition of 
the 1957 musical explores 
the difficulties in the young 
romance between Tony and 
Maria, two teens from rival 
gangs. The film also explores 
the struggles between the 
gangs as they are of differ-
ent races and social classes, 
and their fight to fit in with 
the changing city. The plot 
follows the story of Romeo 

and Juliet with a slight twist 
at the end. 

One standout character-
istic that makes this movie 
different than others is the 
classical feeling this movie 
omits. It feels as if watching 
an old classic grandparents 
would have kept on VHS. 
This is not only because the 
film is set in 1957, but it is 
because the film does not 
try to dazzle the viewer with 
insane graphics or extreme 
colors. Rather, it pulls the 
audience in with its terrific 
music and standout cast. 

Along with this film’s 
old-school vibe, it addresses 
the topic of racism toward 
the new citizens who had 
emigrated from Puerto 
Rico. The film does this in 
an appropriate manner, all 
while educating the watcher 
about the awful treatment the 
people experienced. It shows 
the city’s change of heart to-
wards the Puerto Ricans and 
allows the viewer to imagine 
what their lives will be with 

the fresh start. It does not shy 
away from the harsh realities 
which accompany this topic, 
and it expresses the cultures 
of the Puerto Ricans.

West Side Story also 
has phenomenal music with 
several classic songs most 
people didn’t know came 
from it. One which I was un-
aware came from the musical 
is “I Feel Pretty”, which was 
sung by Maria after going 
on her first date. Along with 
the music, the dancers in 
this film did an outstanding 
job. My breath was taken 
away watching them. The 
cast would dance for minutes 
straight all while acting and 
singing. 

Some might argue the 
movie is slow and has a 
predictable plot, but this is 
far from true. The film may 
follow a similar storyline 
as Romeo and Juliet, but 
there are several differences 
between the two. For starters, 
the movie focuses less on 
forbidden lovers and more 

on the societal problems 
between the two gangs. The 
movie may seem slow since 
it does not cut away and skip 
substantial amounts of day. 
Instead, it tells the story of 
two days without stopping. 

With only a few days 
left in the theaters, West Side 

Story is a must see to add 
to your list. With its catchy 
music, unforgettable dancing, 
and timeless tale this film 
is an instant success. It is a 
movie that can be enjoyed 
by all generations with its 
classical feelings and memo-
rable story. I believe that fans 

of the original movie and 
book, along with those that 
have never heard of the story 
before would enjoy this film. 
When compared to Romeo 
and Juliet, I would say West 
Side Story meets and even 
surpasses its expectations and 
is worth watching yourself. 

In a blast from the past, 
Ghostbusters hit theaters on 
November 19th, 2021, for 
the fourth time since 1984. 
Whether an original fan or 
not, the new Ghostbusters 
movie, Ghostbusters: After-
life, is a must see.

Personally, I am a major 
fan of the original Ghost-
busters movies and this new 
one is just as good, if not 
better than, the old ones. 

As opposed to the failed 
2016 reboot, this movie has 
been widely acclaimed by 
both fans and critics.

After moving into their 
grandfather’s old, run-down 
farmhouse in the middle of 
nowhere with their single 
mother, siblings Trevor and 
Phoebe find themselves with 
a connection to the original 
Ghostbusters. They soon end 
up in a whirl of adventure, 
along with some new friends.

Similar to most movies 

By Claire Rickert
Staff Reporter

Ghostbusters are back in business
today, the graphics are amaz-
ing. There are many action 
scenes throughout the film 
that are clear and easy to see. 
Even the monsters have an 
original, but also new, take. I 
could not imagine how long 
it would take to edit marsh-
mallows into tiny, moving 
people. The gory monsters 
are super realistic and do not 
look animated at all.

Besides the monster 
villain, I loved all the char-
acters. They all have distinct 
personalities that unite well 
together. Neither Trevor nor 
Phoebe fit the social norm 
in their new, small town, 
but they do not seem to care 
either. Their personalities, 
strengths, and talents end up 
coming in handy later in the 
movie. The addition of kids 
and return of the original 
characters to their respec-
tive roles makes it a family 
favorite. 

This movie does a fan-
tastic job incorporating not 
only characters, but also the 
smallest aspects of the origi-

nal movies. Even marshmal-
lows played a significant role 
in the movie. When mention-
ing the original ghostbusters 
or events that happened in the 
original movies, everything 
was accurate including quotes 
from the original characters. 
For me, it was super fun see-
ing all the little easter eggs 
from the first two movies. 
The plot also depends on the 
original movies which makes 
it even more interesting to 
watch if you have previously 
watched the old ones. 

This movie is also a 
heart-warming tribute to Har-
old Ramis, who played Egon 
Spengler in the original mov-
ies. Though he passed away 
in 2014, his spirit makes 
many appearances throughout 
the movie. 

The plot and ending 
suggest there will be at least 
one more movie after this 
one. Many Ghostbusters fans 
are patiently awaiting the 
(hopeful) announcement of 
the next film.

Some (old people) say 

the old movies are better. I 
could see how they would be 
more attached to something 
they have watched their 
entire lives. Because the first 
two movies were filmed so 
close together, they have the 

same feeling of nostalgia. 
This movie is a somewhat 
modern take which makes it 
harder for some to appreciate. 
While the old movies were 
excellent, this movie takes 
the cake. 

If you have not already 
seen this awesome movie, 
I highly recommend going 
home, frantically racing to 
the TV, and watching it on 
either Amazon, VUDU, or 
iTunes.  

Main characters of Ghostbusters: Afterlife, Phoebe, Podcast, Mr. Grooberson, 
Lucky, and Trevor prepare to battle ghosts with their proton packs and the 
Ecto-1. This movie came out November 19th, 2021.

eastmoji.com
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By Claire Rickert
Staff Reporter

J u n i o r s  t a k e  u p  a r m s  a n d  j o i n  t h e  w a r
By Abee Hutchinson

Staff Reporter

Competitive, personal, 
and chaotic. These are only a 
few words that could describe 
the junior class in the first 
weeks of 2022. The American 
History II class underwent a 
World War I simulation from 
January 10 to January 17. 
The students were assigned 
countries and objectives to 
recreate the intensity of the 
war. The simulation was 
monitored by history teacher 
Alexandra Meyer.

“I think the Junior class 
did really well this year. They 

really got into it for a few 
days,” Meyer said.

The students were given 
a packet of information about 
the war and their country 
which included their re-
sources, troops, and objec-
tives. An interactive map of 
Europe was projected onto 
the whiteboards and students 
had a chance to visualize 
the movement of troops and 
which countries were part of 
their alliances. Junior Kava-
naugh Splittgerber was Great 
Britain in the simulation.

“This activity got the 
entire junior class to talk 
and discuss history outside 
of class which hasn’t hap-
pened before. It was quite the 

unique experience,” Splittger-
ber said. 

The juniors quickly 
learned how costly even one 
mistake could be for the rest 
of the war. A few troops in the 
wrong country or misplaced 
trust could mean turning over 
the country to enemy hands. 
Junior Elizabeth Brezenski 
quickly learned this lesson.

“Well, I was Great 
Britain, and we were doing 
wonderful the first day, but 
then I missed one day for 
youth leadership and Russia 
and almost every other Allied 
Power was dead,” Brezenski 
said.

The students had to com-
plete objectives to earn points 

for their grade. These objec-
tives ranged from keeping 
their territories to convincing 
other countries to join the 
Central Powers. Each student 
had 2-6 objectives. Students 
who lost objectives could 
earn points back by making 
propaganda to hang in the 
classroom. By the end of the 
simulation, the history class-
room was covered floor to 
ceiling with propaganda from 
every student. Junior Kaelyn 
Dierman was Romania in the 
simulation. 

“I made 59 pieces of 
propaganda and still have to 
make some more if I want 
to get all my points back,” 
Dierman said.

Students also had the 
chance to make alliances with 
each other to complete objec-
tives or help each other from 
being invaded. This meant 
students making alliances 
and battle plans with each 
other outside of class. Many 
students also had certain 
enemies they had to defeat 
or defend from as objectives. 
Junior Jasmine Jackson was 
France in the simulation.

“Germany stole my terri-
tory from the Franco-Prussian 
war, and I needed it back. It 
was never their territory to 
begin with, so I did every-
thing, and I mean everything 
in my power to take it back. 
Austria-Hungary is also my 

enemy, because they teamed 
up with Germany and in-
vaded my territory FOR NO 
REASON,” Jackson said.

The simulation helped 
students learn about World 
War I and how war works in a 
new and fun way. It engaged 
the junior class and helped to 
increase participation in class. 
Junior Hailey Steffensmeier 
was Italy in the simulation. 

“War is not always 
what you expect. You have 
to be prepared for anything. 
Problem solving skills are of 
the essence,” Steffensmeier 
concluded.

Students walk for life despite challenges

Claire Rickert / Rock Bottom Staff

Juniors Faith Weber, Whitney Klug, Lauren Houfek, and Emma Lindhorst walk 
in the Omaha Walk for Life on January 21st. After the walk, students attended 
mass at the Newman Center. 

Every year on or around 
the anniversary of Roe vs. 
Wade, fifty students, teachers, 
and parent chaperones from 
the Columbus area take a trip 
down to Washington D.C. 
to take part in the March for 
Life.

On January 7th, 2022, the 
group who planned on going 
on the March for Life this 
year received disappointing 
news that the Archdiocese of 
Omaha had cancelled their 
buses attending the March, 
and the Scotus group can-
celled as well.

Belinda Keiter is the Co-
ordinator of Evangelization, 
Pastoral, and Stewardship 
for St. Bonaventure. She has 
been going on the March for 
Life since 2008.

“Washington DC has 
been shutting down day 
by day due to the uptick 
of Covid cases and their 
response to it. We received an 
email from the Archdiocese 
of Arlington, Virginia that 
they were cancelling their 
Life is Very Good Evening of 

Prayer/Rally, which we were 
scheduled to attend,” Keiter 
said.

According to the CDC 
website, on January 6th, 2022, 
the mayor of Washington 
D.C. issued a limited public 
health emergency, effective 
January 15th, 2022, until 
January 26th, 2022.

“Logistics to accommo-
date our travelers because so 
many venues are closed or 
have limited and time-based 
entries has been extremely 
difficult,” Keiter said.

The restrictions required 
any person over the age of 12 
to show proof of one dose by 
January 15th, 2022, and full 
vaccination by February 15th, 
2022, to enter any indoor, 
public area.

“I was really sad about 
the trip being cancelled be-
cause I was looking forward 
to seeing so many people 
around the world standing up 
for what they believe,” senior 
Liz Adamy said.

Even though they could 
not make the trip to Wash-
ington D.C., the group still 
attended the Omaha Walk 
for Life on January 21st, 
2022. They joined two other 

schools from the Omaha 
Archdiocese, Skutt Catholic 
and Gross Catholic.

“My favorite part of the 
Walk for Life was the chants 
while we were walking and 
seeing all the people come 
support the babies,” junior 
Haley Leise said.

Before going on the 
actual walk, one of the 
coordinators of the Respect 
Life Apostolate, which has 
organized the Omaha March 
for Life Pilgrimage for five 
years, Whitney Bradley, gave 
a small talk.

Angie Rusher is the 
Teens for Life sponsor at Sco-
tus. She has been the sponsor 
for five years and this would 
have been her fourth time 
going on the March for Life.

“I really appreciated our 
initial speaker. Her message 
was about changing hearts 
with compassion. This has 
also been a focus of ours as 
a Teens for Life group; for 
instance, we purchased all 
new signs last year with com-
passionate messages to hold 
during the Life Chain and 
March. In a society that is all 
about shaming and screaming 
at one another, it is important 

to reinforce love as the an-
swer for peace,” Rusher said.

For many of these 
students, standing up against 
abortion is extremely import-
ant in today’s society.

“Every human being de-
serves the right to live a life 
no matter how inconvenient 
it is for someone else. It’s im-
portant to give a voice to the 
babies who can’t speak for 
themselves,” junior Emma 

Lindhorst said.
After the 1.6 mile walk 

around Omaha, the group 
ended up at the John Paul II 
Newman Center where they 
had Mass celebrated by Arch-
bishop Lucas.

“The Mass afterward 
at the John Paul II Newman 
Center was awesome! It was 
such a beautiful chapel with 
great music,” freshman Sofia 
Karges said.

Though the students 
were quite disappointed they 
did not get to go to Washing-
ton D.C. to participate in the 
March for Life, they were 
excited to be a part of the 
Omaha Walk for Life. 

“We can all help change 
others’ minds about abortion 
in little ways, and the Walk 
for Life is one way that can 
happen,” sophomore Josie 
Sliva said.

Juniors Emma Lindhorst, Ashley Hoffman, Shelby Brandenburg, and Libbie 
Brezenski examine a real skeleton at the Central Community College in Colum-
bus on January 25th. The HOSA group toured an anatomy and physiology class-
room in the new science building on campus.

Lauren Houfek / Yearbook Staff

Jasmine Jackson / Rock Bottom Staff
Juniors Ella Nahorny and Claire Rickert make a poster for the WWI simulation 
in history class on January 17th. At the end of the simulation, Germany won.

Jasmine Jackson / Rock Bottom Staff
Juniors Ted Fehringer, Owen Rother, and Jack Faust strategize for the WWI 
simulation in history class. The simulation lasted from January 10th to the 17th. 

Taylor Dahl / Marketing Director

Junior Brianna Belzer measures water in a graduated cylinder in Mrs. Dusel’s 
chemistry class on January 12th. The junior chemistry class performed the Foun-
tain of Light experiment.
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Speech prepares for competitive season

Lily Dohmen / Rock Bottom Staff

Senior Roxanne Beshaler performs in Duet Acting at the Scotus Invite on Janu-
ary 22nd, 2022. The duet with senior Nathaniel Eisenmenger placed sixth at the 
meet. 

Lily Dohmen / Rock Bottom Staff

Senior Hannah Pflum gives her informative speech at the Scotus speech meet 
on January 22nd. Pflum’s speech topic is immune systems and how they respond 
to pathogens. 

Jace  Nelson / Rock Bottom Staff

Junior Daniel Cline presents his entertainment speech about driving at the 
Scotus speech meet on January 22nd. Cline received a 2nd place medal in junior 
varsity entertainment. 

By Lily Dohmen
Staff Reporter

After having many 
entries qualify for state last 
year, but not finishing as 
good as they had hoped, 
the speech team is back and 
ready for a new competitive 
season.

This year the speech 
team started their season off 
at the Pierce competition. The 
varsity team placed fourth, 
and the junior varsity team 
was runner-up. Junior Jas-
mine Jackson placed second 
in Entertainment. 

 “I am in Entertain-
ment because I love writing 
light-hearted speeches that 
make people laugh but [have] 
a central message. This year 
my speech is over quitting 
and encouraging people not 
to fear quitting because there 
are benefits,” Jackson said.

Not only are there En-
tertainment speeches but also 
Informative, Persuasive, and 
Extemporaneous. Freshman 
Caroline Klitz is an Extempo-
raneous speaker.

“I’m in an event called 
Extemporaneous where you 
write a speech in one hour 
about a real-world topic,” 

Klitz said.
Senior Hannah Pflum is 

an Informative speaker.
“I am in Informative 

because I love writing about 
topics, and I enjoy making 
boards,” Pflum said.

Pflum is also in OID. 
There are two OID groups, 
one varsity team and one 
junior varsity team. On Sat-
urday, January 22, 2022, the 
team held a home invite here 
at Scotus.

“To prepare for the home 
meet, on Friday [the day be-
fore the meet] after school we 
prepare classrooms to be used 
the next day and we always 
arrive to school very early 
Saturday morning to finish 
setting up,” senior Roxanne 
Beshaler said.

Sophomore Neve Pavlik 
is a new member of the team. 
She performs in OID and 
Serious Interpretation. At the 
Scotus home meet Pavlik 
placed first in Serious Inter-
pretation for junior varsity.

“We are working hard to 
memorize and make adjust-
ments in our speeches to 
do better up until districts,” 
Pavlik said.

District speech will be 
held at Scotus this year on 
Saturday, March 5, 2022. 
The team must practice at 

least two times a week, either 
before or after school.

“The team is practicing 
almost every day, and we are 
continuing to have our events 
reviewed to make sure they 
are the best possible,” sopho-
more Cecilia Arndt said.

The Pierce meet did not 
go as planned for the varsity 
team, but senior Luke Przy-
mus placed first in Serious 
Prose, senior Chris Adame 
placed first in Humorous, 
and senior Stephanie Hoenk 
placed third in Entertainment.

“Personally, it was pretty 
awful. I’m not proud of how 
well I did, but the joy I felt as 
I watched my teammates win 
their medals made up for it,” 
Beshaler said. “It was unbe-
lievably successful for all the 
underclassmen, and I was so 
happy for them.”

The junior varsity team 
had many entries break to 
finals and place at the Pierce 
meet. Sophomore Logan 
Erickson placed third in 
Humorous Prose, freshman 
Jessica Jackson placed first in 
Persuasive, and Klitz placed 
second in Extemporaneous.

 “I got 3rd in JV Informa-
tive. I was shocked by that 
since I was mostly making 
up half of the stuff I was 
saying,” freshman Rebecca 

Policky said.
The team this year is 

filled with many ten new 
members who have never 
spoken publicly before.

“We graduated a lot of 
great seniors last year, but 
our younger competitors have 
been stepping up to fill those 
shoes so I think we could 
have another good year,” 
head speech coach Melanie 

Mimick said.
The varsity had a come-

back from the Pierce com-
petition by placing second 
at the Scotus Invite. Senior 
Stephane Hoenk placed 
second in Entertainment and 
Beshaler and senior Nathan-
iel Eisenmenger placed sixth 
in Duet Acting. The team 
also had three first place wins 
with Przymus in Serious 

Prose, Adame in Humorous, 
and junior Kavan Splittgerber 
in Extemporaneous.

“Speech may be pretty 
stressful at times, but it’s 
always worth the memories 
made at meets with all my 
friends,” Splittgerber said.

 The speech team’s next 
competition will be held at 
Wayne State College on Sat-
urday February 5th, 2022.
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Live in practice, live in Lululemon

Boy, do I have some TEA for you!

https://shop.lululemon.com

The Lululemon At Ease  men’s shorts pictured here 
on the website are made for cooling down after 
workouts. The brand heavily focuses on workout 
gear with lightweight fabrics and breathable mate-
rial.

By Gavin Brabec
Staff Reporter

By Jasmine Jackson
Staff Reporter

By Hannah Pflum
Editor

New Year’s resolutions 
are now underway for the 
year. Many people chose 
hitting the gym and going for 
runs as their resolutions. One 
of the most important factors 
in this resolution is having 
the right workout gear.

The reflective logo of 
Lululemon apparel is a staple 
for many fitness fanatics. It 
comes with the prestige Un-
der Armour and Nike logos 
simply do not have. A reason 
for this is the high price tag 
attached to Lululemon. If 
someone is on a budget and 
wants well-made clothing, is 
Lululemon worth the price?

Lululemon apparel 
makes up for the high price 
tag with its comfort, perfor-
mance, quality, and purpose-
ful designs.

Gym clothes must be 
designed so people are 
comfortable in what they 
wear. This includes clothing 

which will lie comfortably 
against skin, stay in place, 
and keep an athlete as cool as 
possible. Lululemon workout 
gear contains sweat-wick-
ing fabric and quick drying 
features. Drysense and Metal 
Vent for men and Swiftly 
Tech for women are styles of 
shirts suitable for workouts. 
Stitched onto the inside of 
shirts are motivational phras-
es such as “Live in Practice.” 
The clothing is cut well and 
never shaped in an awk-
ward way. Along with high 
performance, quality is also 
purchased from Lululemon.

When paying a high 
price for a product, the 
consumer expects it to be 
well-constructed. The fabrics 
and detailed designs of Lulu-
lemon apparel are few and far 
between in workout cloth-
ing brands. The stitching is 
perfectly detailed to not itch 
or bother the wearer during 
a workout.  Both men’s and 
women’s running shorts are 
made from lightweight and 
breathable fabrics. There 

are also many useful pock-
ets sewn in to hold all the 
essentials. Women’s Track 
That and men’s T.H.E. shorts 
are worth the price for gym 
shorts which last. The brand 
comes with high perfor-
mance, quality, and equally 
important purposeful design.

With each item someone 
purchases from Lululemon, 
it comes with a tag of why 
they made a specific product. 
Each item serves a purpose 
in which it can maximize the 
performance of an activity. 
Men’s At Ease style shorts, 
sweatshirts, and pants are de-
signed to keep athletes com-
fortable after workouts. With 
my own pair, it is the perfect 
hoodie to wear when leaving 
the gym to cool down. Align 
leggings are widely popular 
among women for their “but-
tery soft” fabric. They were 
created so women would only 
“feel their practice,” rather 
than uncomfortable leggings.

The many positive 
aspects of the brand far out-
weigh the few downsides of 

Lululemon. Personally, on a 
highly used pair of License to 
Train shorts, a short segment 
of stitching has come undone. 
Some women’s leggings will 
start to pill unless washed 
properly. With any product, 
though, the more it is worn 
and washed, the use will 
eventually show. For the bud-
get conscious buyers, there 
is also an area of the Lulu-
lemon website entitled “We 
Made Too Much.” It holds 
sale items of all types where 
products can be as much as 
50% off.

 If you can afford to 
spend the money to invest 
in Lululemon clothing, the 
quality apparel is worth it. 
When on a budget, it is best 
to purchase one necessary 
item at a time rather than 
going on a shopping spree. 
The sometimes-high price tag 
should not deter people from 
wearing a well-constructed 
brand. Hitting the gym in 
new Lululemon clothes will 
make your New Year’s reso-
lution easily attainable.

https://www.hsph.harvard.edunutritionsourcefood-featurestea

Black tea steeps in a cup of hot water. Black tea is one of the most popular 
types of tea in the U.S. and is made from fermented tea leaves.

Whether it is a cold 
rainy day and you need to 
wind down, or the sun is 
just peaking over the hills 

and you need energy to get 
through the day, or you lose 
your voice and are feeling 
under the weather, worry not, 
because tea can solve all of 
your problems! Well, maybe 
not all but, at the very least, 
some.

There is a type of tea for 
everyone. There are caffeinat-
ed teas for those who need to 
stay awake, soothing teas that 
drift you off to sleep, and teas 
that help boost your immune 
system and stave off that 
sore, scratchy throat. Each 

tea has different benefits and 
taste, so if you do not like 
tea, maybe you just have not 
found the right one yet.

One of the most common 
types of tea in the U.S. and 
my personal favorite is black 
tea. Black tea is made from 
fermented tea leaves and typ-
ically has a stronger, bolder, 
and richer taste compared to 
other types of tea. According 
to Nourish’s article “Types 
of Teas and Their Health 
Benefits” written by Julie 
Edgar, black tea may protect 
lungs from damage caused by 
exposure to cigarette smoke 
as well as reduce the risk of 
a stroke by supporting your 
heart’s health. Plus, it is the 
most caffeinated of the tea 
types and can have up to 90 
milligrams of caffeine per 
cup.

Green tea is another 
popular kind of tea. Green 
tea is made from steamed 
tea leaves and is described 
as having a light and fresh 
flavor. It is also the most 
heavily studied type of tea 
and has been proven to have 
many positive effects. Pique’s 
article “The Ultimate guide 
to Different Types of Tea and 

Their Benefits” written by 
Jessica Ederer in February of 
2021 says green tea supports 
mental alertness, supports 
your heart, and supports brain 
health. It can also improve 
cholesterol levels and reduce 
stress. Green tea also contains 
caffeine but at a much lesser 
degree than black tea.

White tea is lesser 
known than its more popu-
lar variants, but it is still an 
amazing kind of tea. It is cre-
ated from fresh leaves of the 
tea plant, meaning the leaves 
are uncured and unfermented. 
White tea has the most deli-
cate flavor out of all the teas 
and is slightly fruity in taste. 
According to Edgar’s article, 
because it is not as processed 
as other teas, it exposes the 
drinker to health benefits not 
available in other teas. White 
tea has antioxidant proper-
ties, supports your brain, 
helps your body respond to 
inflammation, and can help 
your dental health because it 
contains fluoride, catechins, 
and tannins. Sadly, this is not 
the type of tea to drink if you 
are looking for energy. White 
tea has almost no caffeine 
content.

All the teas listed be-
forehand were made from a 
single type of plant known 
as camellia sinensis. Only 
brews made from this plant 
are considered “true” teas. 
The herbal teas we know and 
love are not made from the 
tea plant, and therefore, are 
not a “true” tea. Instead, they 
are technically tisanes, but 
for the sake of uniformity, I 
will refer to them as teas. The 
most common herbal teas are 
chamomile, ginger, hibiscus, 
and mint tea. In Ederer’s 
article, she states chamomile 
tea can help a person with 
sleep and digestion. Ginger 
aids with nausea and motion 
sickness. Hibiscus can help 
your liver and is high in an-
tioxidants, and, finally, mint 
tea is known to be energizing 
without actually having any 
caffeine content.

Tea is truly a magical 
drink that can help us make 
it through the day. I hope you 
have discovered tea is for 
everyone. So, boil some wa-
ter, steep some tea, and add a 
spoonful of sugar to change 
your life.

Photo Illustration By Jessica Jackson

The characters and stories of Catch-22, In Cold Blood, and Pride and Prejudice 
are depicted in the photo illustration above. All of these books and more can be 
found in the Scotus library.

Classics reawaken the readers inside us
Everyone loves hearing a 

great story; however, it feels 
as if no one loves reading a 
great story, particularly, the 
stories of the past: classics. 
The vivacious reader in 
everyone has been dormant 
for too long, but it can be 
reawakened with classical 
literature. Classics have been 
preserved for a reason. Clas-
sical literature holds import-
ant stories full of necessary 
lessons, captivating writing, 
and unforgettable characters. 

Classics have memorable 
stories with memorable les-
sons. Jane Austen’s Pride and 
Prejudice follows the atypical 
love story of Elizabeth Ben-
net and Fitzwilliam Darcy. 
Characters are responsible for 
how they present themselves 
and how that affects people’s 
opinions of them. Mr. Darcy 
and Elizabeth both battle 
pride and prejudice, respect-
fully, and they must choose 
whether overcoming their 
faults is worth the pursuit of 
love. From this 1800s classic, 

we can learn that when char-
acters are governed by pride, 
relationships are damaged; 
prejudice blinds characters’ 
opinions of others. False 
rumors unjustly ruin some-
one’s reputation and prevent 
potential relationships. Pride 
and Prejudice tells us to look 
past the faults in ourselves 
and others and form our own 
opinions. To find if Elizabeth 
and Mr. Darcy overcome 
their struggles, pick up Pride 
and Prejudice to learn how 
to deal with similar struggles. 
Bonus: there is a movie!

When picking up a book, 
the first aspect anyone notices 
are the words. Writing can 
make or break a book; how 
one decides that is person-
al, but classical literature is 
known for its unique writing. 
Non-fiction is a genre many 
hesitate to venture into; 
however, Truman Capote’s 
In Cold Blood is one to be 
explored. In Cold Blood 
is exactly what the perfect 
detective desires. It follows 
the infamous murder of the 
Clutter family in Holcomb, 
Kansas. Capote writes from 
the perspectives of the per-
petrators, the Clutters, and 

the people of Holcomb. The 
work is filled with captivating 
dialogue and new perspec-
tives. Capote spent years 
perfecting the book by inter-
viewing and re-interviewing 
those involved. For those 
who have never heard the 
tale, this is the perfect book 
with writing that will keep 
you on your toes and awake 
at night. 

Some of the most unfor-
gettable people are found in 
the classics. Joseph Heller’s 
Catch-22 presents charac-
ters to readers in a way that 
remind us of companions. It 
follows fighter pilot Yossari-
an during World War II who 
desperately wants to get out 
of the war; he fears dying 
during deadly missions. 
However, there is a catch—a 
Catch-22. If Yossarian wants 
to leave the military, he 
must prove insanity; yet, by 
recognizing the dangerous 
effects of flying, he proves he 
is sane, and, therefore, must 
continue to serve. Heller 
crafts intriguing and hilari-
ous characters as Yossarian, 
(Major Major Major Major 
is a personal favorite), and 
each chapter focuses on a 

new character, which seems 
daunting, but it echoes sim-
ilar situations in our lives. If 
history and comedy are your 
interest, Catch-22 is the clas-
sic you need. Bonus: there is 
a TV show!

Classics are known for 
being older novels, so the 
books seem difficult to read 

and understand. In some cas-
es, this proves true, but every 
book faces this dilemma. 
Luckily, there is an immense 
gallery of classics available. 
For difficulty, there are many 
online sources that clarify 
story details, and learning 
about the setting and plot 
helps in understanding. 

Today’s literature is built 
on the past’s; hence, it is 
important we go back to read 
those important stories, les-
sons, writing, and characters 
through the classics. The next 
time you feel the urge to hear 
a story, travel back in time 
and read one, awakening the 
vivacious reader inside you.
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