
Scotus Central Catholic Board of Education 
Meeting Minutes  

6/14/2022 
 

Kathy Steiner called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.  Present: Jon Brezenski, Mike Dreesen, Chris 
Hutchinson, Lisa Kaslon, Matt Niedbalski, Jay Pelan and Kathy Steiner.  Also present: Jason Mielak, board 
member emeritus.   Absent: Fr. Patrick Harrison, Fr. Mike Swanton, Fr. Joe Miksch, Dr. Scott Cameron, and 
Shannon Kosch.  Administrators present:  Jeff Ohnoutka, President, Merlin Lahm, Activities Director/Asst. 
Principal, and John Schueth, Development Director.  Absent administrators:  Brady Vancura, Asst. Principal. 

The meeting opened with prayer followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. Mike Dreesen moved, and Matt 
Niedbalski seconded a motion to approve the agenda and the motion carried.  The 5/19/2022 minutes were 
approved as read.  Chris Hutchinson moved, and Jon Brezenski seconded a motion to excuse absent board 
members and the motion carried. 
 
HANDOUTS – Cafeteria budget for 2022-23. 
 
VISITOR RECOGNITION/CORRESPONDENCE/INTRODUCTIONS – Visitors were not present. 
 
ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS (in addition to submitted printed reports in board packets)                             
Mr. Lahm offered that since the last meeting the boys golf team won the state Class C title.  In the 2021-22 
NSAA Cup final standings for Class C, the Scotus girls finished at the top and the boys finished in second 
place.  In the All-School Division Cup, Scotus placed second.  Mr. Schueth reported that the Shamrock Open 
had ninety players participate and the event should net about $15,000.00.  Mr. Ohnoutka shared that he will be 
visiting with Creighton U. education department professors on June 17 to discuss governance models, the two 
new 54-passenger (2 per seat) leased busses are in Grand Island and should arrive any day, and Elaine Zoucha 
began her duties as the Scotus food services director this month. 

OLD BUSINESS None 
 
NEW BUSINESS 

A. 2022-23 Budgets.  Mr. Ohnoutka presented the school and cafeteria budgets for 2022-23 commenting 
that the general budget reflects a 5.4% increase, is based on an enrollment of 372, a 2% salary increase 
and a 50% increase in tuition assistance for students.  The cafeteria budget reflects an 18% increase 
primarily driven by inflation, the return of breakfast, and the continued service for both St. Bonaventure 
and Immanuel Lutheran schools.  Lisa Kaslon moved, and Jon Brezenski seconded a motion to approve 
both the general fund and cafeteria budgets for 2022-23 and the motion carried. 

B. Reading Scores Report for Grades 7-9.  Mr. Ohnoutka provided a detailed longitudinal report on the 
STAR reading test results for the Classes of 2025, 2026 and 2027—measuring growth in student 
instructional reading levels. 

C. Lunch price for 2022-23. Mr. Ohnoutka presented a proposal to increase student lunch prices by ten 
cents per meal over the 2019-20 price.  The 2019-20 lunch price was $3.15 and in the interim two years, 
lunches were provided free through government pandemic support.  The proposed price would be $3.25 
per meal.  Chris Hutchinson moved, and Jay Pelan seconded a motion to approve the student lunch price 
of $3.25 for the 2022-23 school year and the motion carried. 

D. Board Members for 2022-23.  Mr. Ohnoutka applauded Lisa Kaslon and Kathy Steiner for their years of 
service on the board, noting that their terms are expiring.  Mr. Ohnoutka added that since the 
Archdiocesan “Journey of Faith” process will change the governance model used by the parishes and 
Catholic schools in another year; he suggested to the pastors that they appoint new board members for a 
one-year term commitment.  Fr. Harrison has appointed Tim Harrington to replace Lisa Kaslon and      
Fr. Mike has appointed Jason Mielak to replace Kathy Steiner for the 2022-23 year.   



 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 

A. Finance Committee.  Mr. Ohnoutka asked the board to review the May profit and loss statements 
provided for both the general budget and cafeteria.  In the general fund, year-to-date net income was 
$49,672 below expectations, due in large part to a delayed transfer in of budgeted building fund and 
ACNM endowed fund support. Both transfers will take place in June.   For the cafeteria, year-to-date net 
income was $26,459 above expectations.  Matt Niedbalski moved, and Mike Dreesen seconded a motion 
to approve the finance reports and the motion carried.   

 
B. ITEMS FOR FUTURE AGENDA 

A. Regular Meeting.  The next scheduled meeting will be on August 18, 2022, beginning at 6:30 p.m.  
The finance committee meeting will begin at 6:00 p.m.  

B. Items for Agenda. 2022-23 Strategic Plan. 
 

ROUNDTABLE    
 Announcements were made by board members.   
 
Jay Pelan moved to adjourn (providing a “proxy motion from Fr. Joe”) and Chris Hutchinson seconded the 
motion to adjourn, and the motion carried.  The meeting adjourned at 7:47 p.m.   
 
Respectfully Submitted,  
John Schueth 
 
 


