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Gallino exchanges Italy for Scotus

After over twenty-five hours 
of travel, Francesca Gallino finally 
arrived in Columbus, the place she 
would be spending the next five 
months of her life.

Gallino is Scotus’ only foreign 
exchange student this year and is 
also the first Scotus has had since 
Covid.

Superintendent of Columbus 
Catholic Schools, Jeff Ohnoutka, is 
one of the people who knows the ins 
and outs of the process of having a 
foreign exchange student at Scotus. 

“I think it is important for our 
students to be exposed to someone 
else from another culture. It is great 
for them to get to know somebody 
like Francesca, who is from Italy, 
and for her to tell you about what it 
is like to be a teenager in Italy, and 
for her to experience what it is like 
to be a teenager here in America,” 
Ohnoutka said.

There are many behind the 
scenes tasks that must happen for a 
foreign exchange student to have a 
smooth transition from their home-
land to Columbus. 

“In the past, we had been 
working with a company where I 
would interview students over zoom 
because I think it is important to see 
how good of a grasp they have on 
the English language because if they 
do not, they come here and they 

are going to struggle in our class-
rooms,” Ohnoutka said.

Gallino is from Turin, Italy, 
where she lives with her parents 
and twin brother. She has had to 
adjust from everything she has ever 
known, to the extremely different 
life of living in the United States.

“I like it here, but it is definitely 
much different than Italy,” Gallino 
said.

In Italy, it is common for 
students to do an exchange year, 
primarily during the fourth year of 
high school.

“My Italian school is called 
Liceo Scientifico Galileo, and I go 
there because there we get to choose 
what subject we want, and high 
schools have different programs,” 
Gallino said.

Because Gallino chose science 
as her subject, she takes classes 
such as physics and anatomy and 
physiology, as well as other required 
classes, here.

“School here is also different 
because in Italy we do not have any 
school sports, not as many activ-
ities, or fun classes; it is just the 
school part,” Gallino said.

Italian and American schools 
have many contrasting values and 
routines. From the way they are 
ran to how classes are taught, she 
explained how the experience at 
Scotus is different from Italian 
schools.

“My type of school in Italy 
is harder because we have twelve 

subjects and thirty hours of school 
every week without study hall. We 
also have random oral tests practi-
cally every day, and the questions 
are never multiple choice, but rather 
long, open questions. All the classes 
are theoretical, not fun classes, and 
in some of them you cannot get 
more than 80%,” Gallino said.

Adjusting to life in a whole 
new country can be hard, and Galli-
no has had to adapt to many new 
aspects of life, especially the way 

By Claire Rickert
Staff Reporter

Change comes 
to Scotus chapel

By Mary Faltys
Staff Reporter

The Scotus building was 
constructed in 1878, but it has not 
always had a chapel. 102 years 
later in 1980, a chapel was added. 
The Scotus chapel was extensively 
remodeled another 42 years later, 
this past summer.

Lola Doerneman, a freshman in 
campus ministry, has experienced 
the latest updates to the chapel since 
school has resumed.

“I think the upgrades with the 
chapel are very beautiful and much 
needed. They are definitely positive 
changes,” Doerneman said.

Changes made to the chapel 
include new carpet, additional pews 
for extra seating, a portable altar, 
new lighting and color scheme, and 
a brand-new confessional (still un-
der construction). The most notable 
change, however, is the tabernacle 
area where the Eucharist is dis-
played. 

“The tabernacle is the most 
impactful because the colors and the 
marble around the monstrance make 
it the center of everything,” Doer-
neman said. 

It is easy for students and staff 
to take advantage of the remodeled 
chapel; there is something in there 
every day before school starts. 
Jeff Ohnoutka, the Scotus presi-
dent, leads a rosary on Mondays 
and Thursdays. Each Tuesday and 
Friday, Fr. Heithoff celebrates Mass. 
On Wednesdays campus ministry 
has Worship Wednesdays once a 

Senior foreign exchange student Francesca Gallino smiles with her host family’s kids, Kate, 
Logan, and Lydia Sell at the Omaha airport when Gallino arrived in Nebraska. Gallino will attend 
Scotus the first semester of her senior year.

Photo Courtesy Francesca Gallino

By Maysa Kuhl
Staff Reporter

Seniors Shelby Brandenburg, Mark Buhman, Emma Lindhorst, Alex Ferguson, Lindsay Ohnoutka, 
Jack Faust, Ashley Hoffman, Neleigh Sliva, Carter Filipi, Jace Nelson, Ted Fehringer, and Trenton 
Cielocha pose on the football field for a photo of the homecoming candidates. The theme of this 
year’s dance was “Neon Lights.”

Janae Rusher / Rock Bottom Staff ‘21

Scotus lights up homecoming dance

Vivid, colorful lights, energet-
ic students dancing joyously, and 
melodious music filled the Scotus 
cafeteria once again for the annual 
Homecoming Dance. The theme of 
the dance was “Neon Lights”, which 
was also the featured theme of the 
senior hallway. 

“Since it was my first Home-
coming, I had high expectations, 
and it fulfilled all of them,” fresh-
man Kenzie Hille said.

This year’s dance was more 
“typical” to past dances with the 
exception of the last two years. 
This year’s homecoming dance was 
held at a more traditional date when 
compared to prior years. The 2021 
dance was held on August 28th, 
2021, which was quite early for a 
homecoming dance. Typically, the 
dance is held the week after Labor 
Day, but with schedules the date can 
fluctuate any time after.

“I liked it at this time,” senior 
Paul Littlefield said. “We are all set-
tled into school and activities, and it 
just seems to be more convenient.”

The football team played DC 
West and beat them 14-6 before the 
homecoming court candidates were 
announced and the winners were 
declared. This year’s Homecoming 
King and Queen were Jack Faust 
and Ashley Hoffman. 

“It felt good to win king,” Faust 
said. “Many people were cheering 
for me, which was really nice.”

A tradition for Scotus’ home-
coming week is decorating the 

senior high hallways, and students 
dress up in a variety of themes 
for designated days. This year the 
dress up themes were ‘Sleepover’, 
‘Adam Sandler’ and ‘Anything but 
a Backpack Day’, ‘Zoom Day’, and 
‘Spirit Day’. 

“My favorite theme was the 
Adam Sandler day,” senior Sierra 
Kravig said. “Every time I saw one 
of my classmates wearing the baggy 
shirt and shorts combo, I couldn’t 
keep myself from laughing.”

This year featured many new 

additions and ideas to the home-
coming dance brought about by the 
student council. One of these ad-
ditions included light-up bracelets, 
which students could wear through-
out the dance and a new DJ with 
a set playlist, rather than students 
requesting music.

“The DJ and theme were 
awesome, and they really made it a 
great experience,” freshman Audrey 
Stoner said. “The bracelets, howev-
er, were a bust because they didn’t 
stay on and got dropped and shat-

tered everywhere on the floor to be 
stepped on, and half of them didn’t 
even light up in the first place.”

The dance ended at 11 P.M. 
with a drawing for a variety of gift 
cards taking place at 10:45 P.M. 
for the students who stayed. These 
cards included Runza, Hy-Vee, Big 
Apple Bagel and more.

“I thought it was a great last 
homecoming, and I’m glad I spent it 
with my best friends,” senior Haley 
Leise said. “It was one to remem-
ber.”

Americans talk and treat each other.
“Everything is new, and you 

have to be used to learning new 
habits and making new friends. The 
way everyone talks is also different; 
you guys give so many more com-
pliments. We do in Italy too, but it is 
way different here,” Gallino said. 

Around Scotus, Gallino is 
mostly known as the foreign 
exchange student, but she wants 
everyone to know she is more than 
that.

“I love trying new things, 
which is one of the reasons I decid-
ed to be a foreign exchange student. 
It has been going great so far, and I 
am excited for the rest of the year,” 
Gallino said.

Gallino would like to leave 
readers with some of her wise 
words.

“You guys use so much air-con-
ditioning,” Gallino said.
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month. Students can also spend time 
in Adoration during their study hall, 
or any other time, because there is 
perpetual Adoration. 

Dana Ritzdorf, the head of 
campus ministry and 8th grade reli-
gion teacher, introduced a new idea 
to her campus ministry team this 

Freshman Peter Faltys and senior Tom Melliger pray in the 
newly renovated chapel during Worship Wednesday. Worship 
Wednesday is a time of prayer and Adoration before school for 
everyone in attendance.

Mary Faltys / Rock Bottom Staff

summer as a result of the remodeled 
chapel. Each student in campus 
ministry was highly encouraged to 
visit the chapel during their study 
hall and sign in.

“One of the things we’re trying 
to do is have a team Adoration goal. 
We want to get to a combined 1,000 
minutes this semester,” Ritzdorf 
said. 

The students who have taken 
up the challenge have already expe-
rienced the benefits. Josie Sliva is a 
junior in campus ministry, and she 
enjoys the challenge Ritzdorf has 
given them. 

“It really makes you think 
about why you are going, and it’s 
nice to have some encouragement,” 
Sliva said. 

There is a brand-new addition 
to the chapel that is still coming: a 
confessional. Soon, two sacraments 
will be readily available at school. 

“I love that we have a confes-

sional. It’s not finished yet, but I’m 
excited for that because we can start 
offering Confessions before school,” 
Ritzdorf said. 

Scotus students and staff are 
not the only people to benefit from 
the renovated chapel. More people 
use the chapel now because there is 
perpetual Adoration. The remodel-
ing was highly anticipated by many, 
and it exceeded some expectations 
put in place when the project began.

“I get a lot of compliments 
from people outside the Scotus 
building, whether it is adorers or 
parishioners in town, who talk 
about how it is such a great place 
to go,” Ohnoutka said. “There are a 
few things that turn out better than 
you ever anticipated they would 
turn out, and this is one of those 
rare instances where something far 
exceeded my expectations. I’m very 
proud that it is part of our school.”

Sophomore Henry Chard and seniors Mark Buhman, Daniel 
Cline, and Owen Rother sing at the Homecoming Dance on 
October 1, 2022. This year’s DJ had a set playlist rather than 
taking requests.

Jasmine Jackson / Rock Bottom Staff

Senior Francesca Gallino poses with her family, twin brother 
Lorenzo, mom, Patricia, and dad, Marco, at the airport before 
she leaves for the United States. Though the plan was for 
Gallino to stay only a semester, she is considering staying the 
whole year.

Photo courtesy Francesca Gallino

HOMECOMING GALLINO
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By Jasmine Jackson
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Tr o u b l e s  t o w e r  o v e r  t a l l  g i r l s

B r e a k i n g  t h r o u g h  t h e  b i a s e s

P o n d e r  p o p u l a r i t y ’s  p u r p o s e

“Wow, you’re real-
ly tall!” “You must play 
basketball.” “What shoe size 
do you wear?” “How tall are 
your parents?” Every day it 

gets more difficult to politely 
answer all these questions. 
People don’t understand 
there’s more to tall girls 
than just being tall. Being 
a tall girl is really hard, so 
next time you want to say 
something, have some under-
standing.

First, I want to address 
the constant questions. Let’s 
get some things straight. Yes, 
I’m tall, yes, I ironically play 
basketball, but you don’t 
ask everyone you see on the 
street if they play basketball, 
so don’t ask me. That’s like 
me saying, “Wow, you’re 
short! Do you play mini 
golf?” You wouldn’t be too 
happy, would you? Also, 
you can quietly assume to 
yourself that my parents are 

tall. You don’t need my help. 
Second, you need to know 
I’ve heard it all. Calling me 
a giraffe, saying my legs are 
long, big foot, and so much 
more. Sure, it might be funny 
to you, but I’ve heard it 
already, so please be nice.

Being tall has its strug-
gles, but especially when 
you are a girl. Clothes for 
example. Shopping online is 
simply out of question. If I 
can’t try it on, I can’t buy it. 
Pants are too short, sleeves 
don’t reach my wrists, 
dresses show too much, and 
women’s shoes don’t sell 
enough sizes. No clothes can 
be borrowed either. Tall girls 
will get the most excited over 
clothes than anybody because 
when something fits, it is a 

huge deal. P.S., if you work 
in retail, don’t comment on 
how tall the girl is. Say the 
outfit is cute and leave it at 
that.

There are everyday 
struggles tall girls have to 
deal with, too. For example, 
don’t ask one of us to move 
your car unless you are 
planning on not being able 
to reach the pedals when 
you get back in. On another 
note, don’t ask us to sit in the 
backseat. That’s just cramps 
and knee aches waiting to 
happen. I apologize, but we 
can’t help it.

In addition, I would like 
to apologize for tall girls 
everywhere for any acci-
dents, spills, or injuries we 
may have caused. Tall girls 

are generally clumsier than 
the average person. Long 
limbs are hard to control! 
Stairs are awful because our 
feet are big enough that they 
don’t completely fit on the 
step. Big feet also contribute 
to a lot of “tripping over 
nothing”. Also, if we have a 
bruise on our arm or leg, we 
probably don’t know where it 
came from because stuff gets 
in the way.

Now, there are benefits 
to being tall, too. For exam-
ple, playing sports is easier 
in most cases. Also, we get 
from place to place fast. 
Long strides are hard to keep 
up with, so don’t walk next 
to us if you aren’t prepared 
to run. One time, we were 
walking through Target, and 

this random guy (who was 
probably 5’5’’) gave my 6’6’’ 
dad a high five just for being 
tall. Where’s my high five? I 
guess shopping has its ben-
efits, too. We never have too 
many choices, so decisions 
are easy. Some stores have 
started carrying pants with 
the label “longs”, which is 
highly appreciated.

In conclusion, please, 
I’m asking you on behalf of 
all tall girls, next time you 
see one, don’t say the first 
thing that comes to mind. 
Treat them like you would 
any girl you see because, 
trust me, it means a lot.

I discovered myself in 
a commonly dreaded situa-
tion: without a bus partner. I 
scoured the aisle for an empty 
seat half-filled with a friend. 
Within seconds, I located the 

desired spot, but it was not 
filled with a friend. I resisted 
the urge to frown as I slid 
into my seat. This would be a 
long bus ride...

Even prior to meeting 
my soon-to-be bus partner, I 
had formed, what I believed 
to be, a credible, reasonable 
bias. I failed to realize the 
foundation on which I built 
that bias. This foundation is 
a common acquaintance that 
lurks throughout the school 
hallways and classrooms: 
gossip.

Gossip is defined as 
casual or unconstrained con-
versation about other people, 
usually involving details not 
confirmed to be true. We are 
all victims and perpetrators of 
gossip, and the consequences 
are more than present in our 

school environment through 
biases. We must seek truth 
and form our own opinions 
about a person from personal 
experience or face repercus-
sions. 

Outside of our school en-
vironment, biases have neg-
ative impacts. Workplace bi-
ases involving race, religion, 
or gender prohibit diversity 
and company growth and 
instead fuel discrimination 
and inequality while decreas-
ing company productivity. 
These biases stem from the 
refusal or failure to seek the 
truth about a person or group 
of people. 

In our school environ-
ment, biases take on a similar 
form. One passing glance 
down a hallway or into the 
cafeteria reveals bias. Every 

day we sit near and talk to 
the same people, our friends. 
At face value, there is not 
a problem with this, but 
consider my dilemma on 
the bus, which ended with 
me having to be seated by 
someone I did not care about. 
What I presumed would be a 
wasteful, boring hour of my 
life, turned out to be quite 
insightful. I realized I held an 
unreasonable bias against this 
person. Most of the rumors 
about them were not true, 
and the gossip surrounding 
them had been stretched into 
a completely unrecognizable 
story. Still, I was in control 
of whether I believed those 
stories or not; unfortunately, 
at first, I did. When we refuse 
to confront our biases, seek 
the truth, and form our own 

opinions, we miss out on 
potential relationships.

Gossip can be benefi-
cial, though, right? If based 
on reason and experience, it 
can perhaps warn others of 
bad company. Sometimes, 
there may even be an aspect 
of truth to gossip. However, 
it is still gossip, and gossip 
stays gossip until it is proven 
fact. We must confront the 
source(s) to receive the facts.

There are over 400 
people in this school. We 
don’t have to be friends with 
everybody, but as we enter 
another school year, consider 
if we have a valid reason not 
to associate with the rest of 
our peers. If so, what is that 
opinion, and what is it based 
on? If it is anything unrelated 
to your personal experience, 

ponder whether that bias is 
reasonable and justifiable. 
Consider also if it is relevant; 
fortunately, there are plenty 
of differences between the 
person we are now, and the 
person we were years ago. A 
second chance may be due.

So, switch up the not-so-
arranged seating charts at the 
lunch tables and classrooms. 
Walk to the other side of the 
hall and talk with another 
person. Sit with someone 
new on the bus. Change is 
simple but impactful; if we 
start here in Scotus, we can 
begin to change the outside 
world around us. 

Maysa Kuhl /  Rock Bottom Staff

We have all been there 
before, even if it was only for 
a split second, desperately 
wishing we could be ‘cool’ 

like the popular kids. 
So many high school-

ers’ lives are consumed by 
the overwhelming desire to 
obtain a ‘popular’ status.

Being popular in high 
school is not everything, and 
it might actually be bad for 
you in some cases.

I am not saying being 
popular is always bad be-
cause it can be good at times! 
You need to be conscious of 
your actions because even 
one little mistake could make 
you popular for something 
bad. Being popular for 
something bad is a nega-
tive thing. You do not want 
people knowing who you 
are because you have a bad 
reputation. You also need 

to make sure you surround 
yourself with people who will 
lead you down the right path. 
Negative friends can lead to 
bad consequences.

Change for the better is 
awesome; in fact, I greatly 
encourage it, but never, ever, 
change yourself in order 
to become popular. Do not 
lose yourself because you 
think other people will find 
it ‘cool’. It is impossible to 
please everyone. Once the 
cool crowd ditches you, what 
are you going to do with your 
fake personality? It might 
sound incredibly cliché, but 
only you know who you truly 
are! 

According to an article 
by Insider, new research is 

showing that being popular 
in high school is sometimes 
connected to developing 
issues with mental health. 
This does not mean that 
because you are popular, you 
will now have bad mental 
health. The studies have 
shown kids who are ‘popular’ 
seem to have more stress 
to act, look, and overall be 
someone they are not, and, 
therefore, their mental health 
worsens. Popular kids also 
typically have a larger group 
of friends. Rachel Narr, a 
Ph.D. candidate in clinical 
psychology explained that in 
terms of friends, quality is 
better than quantity. She also 
said that since adolescence is 
a major time when people are 

developing self-concepts, it 
helps when you have a close 
friend who makes you feel 
good about yourself. 

Being popular also 
only matters to popular high 
school kids. I can guarantee 
that no adults, who are nor-
mal, care how popular their 
kids are in high school. Even 
if you think you care about 
being popular, just know you 
will not in a few years. After 
high school, you will not see 
that many people from your 
class anymore. They are not 
going to worry about how 
popular you were, but rather 
how you treated them and 
how you made them feel. 

I know what some of 
you are thinking right now, 

“Isn’t it great to have lots 
of connections and have 
everyone know who I am?” 
Yes, it is great to have those 
accomplishments, but it 
really matters how you got 
those connections. Were you 
nice to a kid some people do 
not usually approach, and 
now he remembers you? Or 
do people know who you are 
because you publicly made 
fun of them, and everyone 
laughed? 

I would like to leave 
you with one of my favorite 
quotes, “Sure, popularity is 
the thing in high school. Let’s 
see how that’ll work for you 
in the real world where no 
one cares.”
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Youngsters propel football to success

G i r l s  g o l f  p u t t i n ’ o n  a  s h o w

By Kavan Splittgerber
& Ted Fehringer

Staff Reporters

By Joanna Rusher
& Brennen Jelinek

Staff Reporters

By Claire Rickert
Staff Reporter
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Mark Buhman / Rock Bottom Staff

Sophomore Luke Wemhoff attempts to evade a St. Paul defender as junior Jack-
son Heng looks on at Memorial Stadium on September 9th. Scotus ended up 
defeating St. Paul with a final score of 28-18.

Junior Cecilia Arndt swings at the conference tournament on September 24th. 
Arndt placed 1st at district golf and has broken both the 9-hole and 18-hole 
records this year.

For the second straight 
season, the Scotus football 
team has gotten off to a phe-
nomenal start. Entering week 
eight, the Shamrocks have an 
impressive record of __wins 
and only one loss coming 
at the hands of top-ranked 
Pierce High School. (Subject 
to change) 

Scotus opened the season 
with an impressive victory 
thanks to a goal line stand 
over archrival Aquinas Cath-
olic 13-7 on August 26th. The 
following week, the Sham-
rocks fell to Pierce 7-45. 

Coming into the season, 
the football team had ques-
tion marks regarding multiple 
key positions that were held 
by influential seniors last 
year. The Shamrocks were 
forced to fill this void in the 
offseason. 

“We have six different 
sophomores starting and 
some fresh juniors who’ve 
never played varsity,” senior 
captain Alex Ferguson said. 
“We had a different left tackle 
for the first three weeks of the 
season.” 

Last year, the Shamrocks 
boasted an experienced squad 
led by a skillful group of 
seniors. 

“We are younger so 
there’s not a lot of varsity ex-
perience, but I feel like all the 
classes are a lot closer and 
are better friends this year,” 
senior quarterback Trenton 
Cielocha said.

Despite a youthful 
squad, the Shamrocks have 
still managed to rack up 
__wins and a strong ranking 
of __ in Class C-1. Even 
with this success, the team 
wants to minimize their 
mistakes down the stretch to 
reach their ultimate goal this 
season. 

“We like to take one 
game at a time, but we are 

working to get back to the 
playoffs,” senior running 
back Jack Faust said. 

The Shamrocks have 
found success in recent 
weeks against West-Point 
Beemer and Arlington behind 
strong performances on both 
sides of the ball. Scotus 
crushed West-Point Beemer 
49-0 and Arlington 35-8. 

“The West Point- Beem-
er game was the most memo-
rable game so far. We played 
well as a team and did all the 
little things right on offense 
and defense, which led to a 
blowout win,” Faust said.

Even with lopsided 
victories, the Shamrocks have 
shown they can dig deep to 
win close games. On Septem-
ber 9th, Scotus defeated St. 
Paul 28-18 in an entertaining 
matchup at Pawnee Park. 

“We were leading by 
only one touchdown against 
St. Paul. In the third quarter, 
we were determined to put a 
solid drive together by run-
ning the football and taking 

over the line of scrimmage. 
We made a lot of mistakes, 
but we ended up winning the 
game,” Ferguson said.

Another gritty perfor-
mance for Scotus came on 
September 30 when they 

defeated DC West 14-6, pro-
pelling them to seventh place 
Class C-1 wildcard points. 

The last game played by 
the football team was against 
Wahoo at Memorial Stadium 
on October 7th. 

Scotus’ schedule will 
wrap up with games against 
Schuyler on October 14th and 
crosstown rival Lakeview on 
October 21st. 

Softball finishes district runner-up

Zach Schultz / Yearbook Staff

Sophomore 2nd-baseman Hanna Chohon slides onto 3rd base at their home 
game against Lincoln Southwest on August 23rd, 2022. They had a double 
header and lost 1-11 and 5-13.

With fall sports under 
way, it is apparent that girls 
golf is an “end-of-summer” 

sport with the whole season 
wrapped up in seven quick 
weeks. Despite the season 
seeming so short, the team 
was off to a quick start. In 
eleven total meets, eight of 
which are varsity, they have 
four team wins and countless 

medalists. These wins include 
huge invites, broken tourna-
ment records, and the confer-
ence tournament. They have 
placed at almost every meet, 
and they are not planning to 
slow down. 

Sophomore varsity 

player Quinn VunCannon is 
optimistic for her team.

“I think we have a good 
shot at winning state; we just 
have to perform well the rest 
of the season,” VunCannon 
said. 

The season started out 
with a couple of duals and 
triangulars. Then, on Sep-
tember 8, the team had a big 
meet against ten other teams 
at Quail Run Golf Course. 
The team ended up winning 
overall, kicking off their 
extremely successful season. 
Following this big win was 
an even bigger win two days 
later at the Pierce Invite.

“My favorite meet was 
the Pierce Invite,” VunCan-
non said. “I medaled individ-
ually, and there was a three-
way tie for the team, and we 
ended up winning that, too.”

Along with the Pierce 
Invite, the team’s other big 
wins included the Lakeview 
Invite, Fullerton Invite, and 
the Conference Tournament. 
Although they have had a lot 
of success, there are always 
aspects of the game the 

whole team can improve on. 
Senior varsity golfer Kaelyn 
Dierman pointed out their 
main issue.

“I think we can im-
prove on short game; it’s the 
hardest, but if you’re good in 
short range, your scores will 
be a lot better,” Dierman said. 
“All we need to do is work 
on the little things and knock 
off a couple strokes.”

Junior Cecilia Arndt has 
been having a successful 
year. On top of winning five 
meets this year and tying 
for first in a sixth, Arndt has 
broken two school records. 
She broke the 9-hole school 
record by shooting a 34 at the 
Fullerton Invite on September 
20. At that same meet, she 
rebroke her 18-hole record, 
beating her old record of 73 
by 4 strokes.

“I am the most proud of 
my 18-hole record because I 
have been working extremely 
hard, and it is amazing to 
break 70 in a tournament,” 
Arndt said.

The team added to their 
sweet victories with a home 

invite. The team won the 
Scotus invite overall with 
a team score of 363. Arndt 
won with a 76, Dierman 
placed third with an 83, and 
VunCannon and senior Ella 
Nahorny also placed. On 
top of the varsity win, the 
junior varsity team won too, 
with second and third place 
medals from juniors Kaitlyn 
Fleming and Kenna Barels 
and places from three other 
players.

The team’s most recent 
win was the District tour-
nament, played this past 
Tuesday in Oakland Craig. 
They won with a team score 
of 382, beating the second 
place team by 20 strokes. 
Individually, Arndt, Dierman, 
and VunCannon all medalled 
placing first, seventh, and 
tenth. Girl’s golf is state-
bound!

Next Monday and Tues-
day, the team will compete in 
the Girl’s Golf State Tourna-
ment at Elk’s Country Club 
here in town.

Through both ups and 
downs, the Columbus High 
School softball team contin-
ued to work hard and gain 
confidence, as well as skill 
throughout their season. 

Scotus Central Catholic 
and Columbus High School 
have done co-op softball for 
countless years. This year, 
four Scotus girls are out for 
softball.

“The teams overall focus 
for this year was to play for 
each other and really work 
hard and push ourselves 
despite who we’re playing,” 
senior second baseman Lind-
say Ohnoutka said.

Because Scotus co-ops 
with Columbus High School, 
the players from Scotus have 
had to get used to playing 
class-A schools, unlike the 
competition Scotus plays, 
who are mostly class-C1.

“The teams are definitely 
extremely competitive and 
there are more kids, so there 
usually are more experienced 
players,” sophomore third 
baseman Katelyn Pensick 
said.

Their season started out 
strong with two wins at a 
triangular hosted by Omaha 

Westview. The games ended 
13-1 against both Omaha 
Westview and Omaha Buena 
Vista.

“At the beginning of 
the season, we were really 
looking to work together as a 
team and celebrate our differ-
ences,” Pensick said.

After six consecutive 
losses, three of which were at 
the LPS softball invitational 
in Blair, Nebraska, the team 
won against Lincoln High 
11-0. 

“There are times where 
the other team just gets their 
bats going, and we allow that 
to affect our defense. That is 
when our errors start piling 
up, but we shake it off and 
bounce back the next inning 
or the next game,” Ohnoutka 
said.

The team attended the 
Norfolk Invitational and left 
with one more win than when 
they came. They came out on 
top against Kearney, winning 
11-6. 

“Softball is a game of 
success and failure. If you 
have confidence and push 
yourself, then you can beat 
whatever team you’re put up 
against,” Ohnoutka said.

After a few challeng-
ing games, the team played 
Omaha Central at home and 
won 11-0, making their total 

number of wins five. 
“We control what we can 

control, and there are games 
where we have just been 
defeated from the beginning, 
but we have gained so much 
confidence getting farther 
into the season. We have 
picked ourselves back up 
and are ready to get after it,” 
Ohnoutka said.

The team had two dou-
bleheaders against Fremont 
and Lincoln Southeast and 
won both games against 
Lincoln Southwest. They won 
11-7 and 6-3. 

“Our game against Lin-
coln Southeast stood out to be 
the most because it was our 
last home game; we stayed at 
our level, did not give up at 
all throughout our game, and 
we took the win,” sophomore 
second baseman Hanna Cho-
hon said.

After losing to Elkhorn 
and Lincoln Southwest, the 
team came away from the 
LSE Invitational with a win 
against Norfolk 8-7. The team 
considers this a huge win be-
cause they had previously lost 
to Norfolk at the beginning of 
the season. 

“I remembered the Nor-
folk game because it showed 
us we can go up against 
teams just like us and com-
pete better,” Pensick said.

They split a double head-
er against Kearney, one game 
8-9 and the other 7-5. The 
team also competed in the 
Heartland Athletic Confer-
ence and lost 4-9 to Norfolk, 
0-8 to Lincoln Southwest, 
and won 4-3 against Fremont 
and 11-6 against Lincoln 

High. 
“I have loved getting 

the chance to grow closer to 
my friends and make new 
ones throughout the season,” 
junior right field Kyra Bowen 
said.

The team went 2-1 on 
the first day of districts, beat 

Fremont 12-5 on the second 
day, but lost to Lincoln East 
in the championship, bringing 
home the district runner-up 
plaque.

“It has been such a great 
opportunity to play for Co-
lumbus softball,” Ohnoutka 
said. 
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Junior Logan Erickson and sophomore Ian Karges run at the home meet held at 
Lutjelusche on September 15, 2022. Both teams placed second overall.

The Scotus volleyball team celebrates after winning a point in their game 
against Lincoln Christian on September 22, 2022. The team won the game 3-0.

Sophomore Jacob Rother winds up to return the 
ball to his South Sioux City opponent in his singles 
match on September 6, 2022 at Pawnee Park. 
Rother won the match 8-2, and the Discoverers won 
5 out of the 9 matches in the dual.

As the sun beats down, 
fatigue sets in, the gun goes 
off, and the race begins. This 
is a typical scenario for the 
start of a cross country race.

The Scotus Central 
Catholic cross country team 
is used to this scene. Many 
weeks of training help pre-
pare them for these moments. 
As the team approaches the 
latter parts of the season, 
however, the format for their 
daily workouts changes. 

“As we head toward 
districts and state, we are 
starting to shorten [the work-
out] intervals and speed them 
up in hopes to create more 
speed. [We] also taper the 
amount of the workout,” co-
head coach Betsy Rall said.

The team experienced a 
change in the coaching staff 
this year. Activities director 
Merlin Lahm retired from 
coaching this past year. Mrs. 
Rall and St. Anthony’s prin-
cipal Amy Sokol took over 
the position with the help of 

Scotus business teacher Cody 
Mroczek.

“We have to be under-
standing that the new coaches 
are trying to figure this out 
just as we are,” junior Kam-
ren Kudron said.

The teams’ first meet was 
at Boone Central on Septem-
ber 2, 2022. The girls’ team 
placed fifth, and the boys’ 
team came in fourth, with top 
runner Jude Maguire placing 
thirteenth, earning a time of 
nineteen minutes and twenty 
seconds.

“We are adjusting really 
well [with the new coaches], 
and we are definitely run-
ning better than we did last 
season,” Maguire said.

Junior Logan Erickson is 
on varsity for the third year 
in a row.

“For a normal routine of 
practice, we have two hard 
days, a hill day, and then pre-
meet for a week’s practice. 
Then we run on the weekends 
for extra practice,” Erickson 
said.

The Wahoo meet, held 
at Lake Wanahoo, moved its 
course to a new part of the 
lake this season. The boys 

placed fourth in the meet 
but first out of all the Class 
C schools competing in the 
event. 

“My favorite meet this 
year was the Wahoo meet 
because it was a brand new 
course. It was also a hard 
course, which makes it more 
fun,” Maguire said.

The Scotus Invite, held 
at the Lutjelusche course, 
took place on September 15, 
2022. Both teams placed sec-
ond overall. Sophomore Ian 
Karges placed seventeenth in 
the race.

“I enjoyed the home 
course this year because it 
was the first meet I got top 
twenty in a varsity meet,” 
Karges said.

The teams traveled back 
to Boone Central on Sep-
tember 23, 2022. The boys 
finished first while the girls 
took second. Junior Josie 
Sliva placed tenth overall.

“[My favorite meet was 
the] second Boone Central 
meet [because] it was perfect 
running conditions,” Sliva 
said.

On September 26, 2022, 
the varsity teams traveled to 

Kearney for the annual Class 
C meet. The boys’ team came 
in tenth, and the girls’ team 
finished twelfth.

“We have some work to 
do, but Kearney was a very 
good step forward toward 
meeting that goal of getting 
to state,” Rall said.

Both teams competed at 

the conference meet on Octo-
ber 4, 2022, at Pioneers Park 
in Lincoln.The girls placed 
second overall and the boys 
place third overall.

“It isn’t [the] running 
that people enjoy most. It 
is the people that make the 
sport more enjoyable. They 
are competing with friend[s] 

they love,” junior Alex Medi-
na said.

Both varsity teams will 
be competing at districts on 
October 13, 2022, at Douglas 
County West in Valley, NE. 
The girls begin at 4:30 pm, 
and the boys follow up at 
5:15 pm.

Out of the thirteen boys 
on the Discoverer’s tennis 
team, nine are Shamrocks. 
Many of them are bringing 
their experience from last 
year back to the team as well. 
The team used their experi-
ence as a foundation to build 
their team consistency and 
made small adjustments to be 
able to compete at a higher 
level.

Senior Bohden Jedlicka 
is one of the returning Scotus 
players and has been on the 
team for four years. 

“The biggest challenge 
we have faced is trying to 
compete at the level the big 
schools in Omaha and Lin-
coln compete at. We are more 
experienced and competitive 
this year, and I am excited 
to see how we do at the state 
and HAC conference tourna-
ments,” Jedlicka said.

In the face of the in-
creased competition, the team 
is trying to center themselves 

around their consistency in 
each stroke.

Senior Alex Zoucha has 
played on the team for three 
years. He has seen the some 
of the improvements the team 
is trying to make. 

“We are getting more 
consistent and finishing the 
shots we need to,” Zoucha 
said.

The Discoverer season 
started off with an overall 
team loss to Grand Island on 
August 25; however, Jedlic-
ka’s doubles team won their 
match and Zoucha won his 
singles match.

 Since the beginning of 
the season, the Discoverer 
Co-op team has had similar 
wins and losses in duals and 
had individual successes as 
well. The #1 doubles team 
consisting of Scotus seniors 
Blake Wemhoff and Zoucha 
has a 17-11 record. Jedlicka 
also plays on a doubles team 
with a teammate from CHS, 
and they have gone 20-9 in 
#2 doubles. 

On September 2, the Dis-
coverers hosted an invite with 
multiple teams. Because their 

team is small, it is hard to get 
a team win, but some players 
had individual successes.

Senior Blake Wemhoff 
has played for three years and 
had an impressive win at the 
Columbus meet.

“[The most memorable 
meet was the] Columbus 
meet because it was the first 
meet I ever got first,” Wem-
hoff said.

Another highlight this 
season was their home dual 
against South Sioux City. On 
September 6, the Discoverers 
brought home wins in five out 
of the nine varsity matches. 
The wins that afternoon came 
from the Wemhoff/Zoucha’s 
doubles team, Jedlicka’s dou-
bles team, Zoucha’s singles 
match, and sophomore Jacob 
Rother’s singles match.

A few weeks later on 
September 22, the Discov-
erer team lost their dual to 
Norfolk, but some of the 
players and doubles teams 
had individual wins. 

On September 27, the 
tennis team played both 
North Platte and York at 
York. They triumphed over 

North Platte, once again 
winning five out of the nine 
games. They had similar re-
sults when they played York 
later that day. 

Senior Sam Meyer, 
sophomores Callen Jedlicka 
and Brody Splittgerber, and 
freshmen Hudson Kloke and 
Jake Demuth make up the 
rest of the Scotus players on 
the team. They all have vary-
ing years of experience.

Demuth is one of the 
few new players this year 
and looks up to the returning 
players for guidance and 
support.

“[My favorite player is] 
Blake Wemhoff because he 
never shows his anger when 
playing,” Demuth said.

Although the boys come 
from different levels of 
experience and have faced 
many challenges, they enjoy 
the companionship they have 
built with one another.

“The people on the team 
are close, and it’s like a fami-
ly,” Jedlicka said.

The conference tour-
nament concluded Friday, 
October 7, so the boys are 

preparing to compete at state. 
The tennis team hopes to fin-

ish strong at state in Omaha 
on October 13th and 14th. 

The girls volleyball team 
is approaching mid-season, 
and so far, the team has 
experienced varied results. 

Currently, the team holds an 
11-10 win-to-loss streak. Se-
nior Maysa Kuhl is a varsity 
setter. 

“We are working on 
getting more consistent wins, 
but our team has a lot of 
heart, and that helps us get 
through a lot of the ups and 
downs,” Kuhl said. 

The team didn’t begin 
the volleyball season with 
outstanding results. Their 
first loss was against Kearney 
Catholic on August 25th, the 
start of the season. Senior 
Ashley Hoffman is a varsity 
defensive specialist. 

“Going in we knew Ke-
arney Catholic was second in 

C-1, but we still managed to 
take a set off them,” Hoffman 
said.

This loss did not con-
tinue, as the team went on 
the following weekend to 
win their next games against 
Plainview, Boyd County, 
and Stuart, respectively, at 
the Planview Round Robin 
Tournament. 

The girls volleyball team 
has battled many challenges, 
both individually and as a 
team. The girls faced and lost 
against tough competitors 
such as Pierce and Lincoln 
Lutheran, teams who have 
12-2 and 19-0 win-loss 
streaks, respectively. Senior 
Faith Weber is libero on the 
varsity team.

“We have an entirely 
different roster this year, so 
we’ve been focusing the most 
on becoming mentally tough, 
fixing our mindsets, and lim-
iting errors,” Weber said.

Following an alternat-
ing win-loss streak, the girls 
won against Aquinas (3-1) 
on September 15th but lost 
against Battle Creek (0-3) the 
following Tuesday. Junior 

Joanna Rusher is a varsity 
middle hitter. 

“Playing Battle Creek 
was a big deal because it 
really showed us everything 
was all in our heads, and that 
we needed to play more con-
fidently. I’m hoping we can 
stay more consistent because 
we’ve seen how competitive 
we can be,” Rusher said. 

On September 22nd, the 
girls beat Lincoln Christian 
(3-0). Senior Hailey Stef-
fensmeier is the other varsity 
middle hitter. 

“The team played well at 
the Lincoln Christian game. 
We blocked, hit, and dug ef-
ficiently, which allowed us to 
play in three sets. It was also 
one of our few home games, 
so it was great to have the 
Scotus community supporting 
us,” Steffensmeier said. 

 There are thirteen 
varsity players this year with 
only six of them returning 
from last year. Head coach 
Janet Tooley had some input 
on the team’s challenge of 
having so few returning play-
ers.

“We’re really looking at 

a totally different group of 
girls with different skill sets 
and levels of development. 
There are times when we 
might have three sophomores 
out there, which is unusual 
in the years I’ve been around 
Scotus volleyball. It can be 
frustrating because you want 
to see growth and develop-
ment faster, but it’s a matter 
of being patient,” Tooley 
said.

The girls lost their game 
against Lakeview (1-3) on 
September 27th. Despite this 
loss, the team’s priority is 
to qualify for state. Libbie 
Brezenski is a player on the 
varsity team.

“Everyone is in rebuild-
ing mode, so the competition 
is all similar. We need to fo-
cus on consistency and limit 
our own errors,” Brezenski 
said.

The girls competed at 
Lincoln Lutheran on October 
6th and at Aquinas on Octo-
ber 8th for their conference 
tournament. The girls vol-
leyball team will compete on 
October 11th against GICC 
at home. 
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Kids graduate from high 
school, go off to college, 
graduate from college, and 
move away, but sometimes 
they come back to their 
hometown to start their 
careers.

Former student and ath-
lete Cody Mroczek decided 
to return to Columbus this 
year and teach new business 
classes at Scotus.

“I never thought I would 
be back in Columbus. I had 
two good job options, one 
at Scotus and one at Lincoln 
Pius,” Mroczek said. “It came 
down to how grateful I was 
for what Scotus did for me. 
When I got to college, Scotus 
set me up for success, and I 
wanted to give that opportu-
nity back to Scotus.”

Mroczek attended the 
University of Nebraska 
Lincoln, where he majored 
in Business, Marketing, and 
Informational Technology 

Equations, numbers, and 
math in general are typically 
not crowd favorites, but stud-
ies indicate 46% of students 
actually enjoy classes with 
math. With a societal stigma 
over the subject and a lack 
of teachers going around, 
Scotus Central Catholic hit 
the jackpot when it comes 
to Algebra I and II teacher 
Wendy Shotkoski. 

“I was ready for a 
change” Shotkoski said. 
“After 23 years of teaching, I 
wanted something different, a 
smaller school, just some-
thing different.”

Shotkoski opted to work 
at Scotus at the start of the 
2022- 2023 school year after 
past teacher Alison Timon-
ey left in 2020. During the 
year 2021-2022, the math 
department was teaching 
an overload of classes. The 
addition of Shotkoski to the 
department has reduced the 
number of classes for each 
teacher in it. Shotkoski had 
been a teacher at Columbus 

In 2022, the Spanish 
program at Scotus Central 
Catholic was without a Span-

Mroczek brings business back to Scotus

Shotkoski, latest addition to  math department

Scotus says hola to Ms. Johnson

By Lily Dohmen
Staff Reporter

By Joanna Rusher
Staff Reporter

By Maysa Kuhl
Staff Reporter

ish teacher. Using a program 
called Rider, they were able 
to continue Spanish while 
having a teacher teach the 
class over Zoom. The teach-
ers taught schools all over the 
country, so they could only 

come for about thirty min-
utes of the class. They also 
couldn’t come on days Scotus 
had an unusual schedule.

Many schools transi-
tioned to this way of learning, 
but Scotus was fortunate 

enough to only have this for 
one year. Among the five new 
teachers hired this year, was 
Ms. Autumn Johnson who 
was hired to teach Spanish 
I and II. She is a first-year 
teacher who, before coming 
to Scotus, was student teach-
ing at Aquinas and Lutheran 
High Northeast in Norfolk. 
She grew up in Fremont, 
Nebraska, graduated from 
Fremont High School, and, 
most recently, graduated 
Concordia University. She 
graduated from with a major 
in Spanish Education. Many 
of the Spanish II students 
were excited to hear there 
would be in person learning 
again this year.

“In person learning is 
better because it is so much 
easier to ask for help if we 
need it,” junior Spanish II 
student Tori Dush said. 

Many students say they 
didn’t learn as much last year 
as they should have because 
of the online aspect. 

Sophomore Jacob Rother 
is also taking Spanish II this 
year.

 “I feel like I am learning 
a lot more, but it is much 
harder,” Rother said. “I think 
it’s because we have an in-

Education. He also minored 
in Coaching.

“I student taught at Lin-
coln Pius. Lincoln Pius was 
not an option at that time, so 
I emailed my supervisor to 
see if I could go here because 
I really wanted to be in the 
Catholic school system,” 
Mroczek said.

Mroczek graduated from 
Scotus in 2017 and ran cross 
country, track, and played 
basketball.

“[I wanted to become 
a teacher because] I really 
liked the idea of being in a 
school setting and coaching,” 
Mroczek said. “I was very 
hesitant at first because com-
ing out of high school I never 
thought I would be a teacher. 
As soon as I did student 
teaching last year, I fell in 
love with it. It was fun being 
in a classroom with kids.”

Mroczek has many goals 
for his future at Scotus.

“My goals are to not 
make any rookie mistakes 
like forgetting my laptop or 
other materials at home. I 
also want to make sure my 

students are having fun in my 
classes because I know stu-
dents talk, and I do not want 
a negative perspective on my 
classes,” Mroczek said.

Mroczek teaches six 
courses altogether, Entrepre-
neurship, Intro to Business, 
Accounting, Marketing, 
Careers, and Video Produc-
tion. Three of these classes 
are new for students to take 
this year.

“The lunches, admin-
istration, and classes have 
changed [since I went here]. 
I was not able to bring my 
own lunch. Mr. Ohnoutka 
used to be just in charge of 
Scotus and not all Colum-
bus Catholic schools. The 
steam lab, steam courses, and 
business courses are new,” 
Mroczek said. “Scotus is 
doing a lot more for students 
to be successful outside of 
high school than it did just 
five years ago.”

Mroczek’s biggest influ-
ences on teaching were coach 
John Petersen, chemistry 
teacher Jane Dusel, social sci-
ences teacher Pat Brockhaus, 

activities director Merlin 
Lahm, and former English 
teacher Becki Zanardi.

“It is weird working with 
former teachers. I still call 
them all Mr. and Mrs. It is 
fun being on the other side 
of the perspective. Some of 

High School for nearly 23 
years where she taught math 
courses. There are not only 
differences in the classroom 
she teaches in but topics such 
as curriculum, class periods, 
and students, too.

“Scotus is a smaller 
school, with fewer number of 
students overall, but more in 
the classes I teach individu-
ally,” Shotkoski said. “There 
are also different schedules, 
and getting used to the short-
er class periods has been a 
real big change for me. I’m 
used to teaching in a 50-min-
ute class period, where now it 
is 41 or 42 minutes, which is 
a little shorter.”

Shotkoski grew up in 
Columbus and graduated 
from Columbus High School. 
From there she attended Cen-
tral Community College and 
then transitioned to the Uni-
versity of Nebraska-Kearney 
where she majored in 7-12 
Math & Physical Education. 
Shotkoski’s son, Spencer, 
also attends Scotus, and he 
is involved in several sports 
and activities. Her daughter, 
Emma, is a senior at CHS 

this year as well. 
“I enjoy the nice, family 

atmosphere. I know every-
body,” Shotkoski said.

Shotkoski was inspired 
to teach by her own math 
teachers throughout her 
youth. She was even able to 
teach with one of these men-
tors at CHS for a few years. 
This led to a love of teaching 
and expressing her love of 
math with students and help-
ing them grow to understand 
the material.

“I enjoy sharing my 
passion of math with my 
students,” Shotkoski said in 
an interview with communi-
cations director Taylor Dahl 
over the summer. “I love 
working with young people...
watching them mature over 
the school year or throughout 
high school.”

Shotkoski has found a 
passion in helping students 
who struggle with math. It 
has made her job more fulfill-
ing and is a driving force in 
her career. 

“My favorite part about 
teaching math is seeing kids 
who struggle and then all of 

a sudden, they figure it out,” 
Shotkoski said. “It is like see-

ing the lightbulb on; it’s what 
really inspires me to keep 

them call me Mr. Mroczek, 
which is also weird to hear,” 
Mroczek said.

Mroczek joins the busi-
ness department helping Mrs. 
Kris Wurtz, who was new last 
year, with the new classes.

“It has been a fun year so 

Lily Dohmen / Rock Bottom  Staff
Assistant cross country coach Cody Mroczek talks to head coach Betsy Rall at 
practice about the workout on Wednesday, September 21, 2022. Mroczek came 
back to Scotus to teach business courses this year.

far, and I am looking forward 
to the rest of the year. I hope 
the students are having fun. I 
want to create a new culture 
yet still incorporate the old 
Scotus culture,” Mroczek 
concluded.

class teacher now, and we 
have to catch up for what we 
missed last year.”

The difference between 
Spanish II and Spanish I 
students, who didn’t have to 
take an online class last year, 
is clear when it comes to 
excitement.

 “The Spanish I students 
come in ready to learn, and 
they’re excited, and that’s 
fun,” Johnson said. 

Johnson has been work-
ing hard to catch up Spanish 
II students while teaching 
new material to both sections. 
She learned some of her best 
tips and tricks from important 
teachers in her life. 

“I have always wanted to 
become a teacher,” John-
son said. “My mom was a 
teacher, so she was kind of 
my first inspiration, and I had 
a lot of teachers growing up 
who were pretty influential 
to me.” 

Apart from rebuilding 
the Spanish department at 
Scotus, Johnson will be help-
ing with the music aspect of 
One Act.

 “I have been a musician 
my whole life. I am excited 
to contribute to that aspect of 
the show,” Johnson said.

Johnson is being kept 
busy with the added extracur-
ricular activity because she 
teaches Spanish I and Span-
ish II which is six sections of 
131 students, total. Luckily, 
she really enjoys teaching.

“I like teaching because I 
get to share my passion with 
students, and I love watching 
students grow and be proud 
of the knowledge they gain,” 
Johnson said. “I think teach-
ing Spanish, specifically, is 
really rewarding because I 
get to help students not only 
learn a new language, but 
also learn about different 
people and cultures. I believe 
we become more empathetic 
when we try to understand 
other ways of life.”

Like all teachers, John-
son has goals for her students 
and for the future of the 
Spanish program.

“I hope in the future we 
can offer a Spanish III and 
maybe even IV so students 
can continue in their study 
of the language,” Johnson 
said. “I also want my Spanish 
students to leave my class-
room with enough confidence 
to use the language outside of 
school.”

Joanna Rusher / Rock Bottom Staff

Spanish I and II teacher Autumn Johnson teaches her class a new concept 
during Spanish I, period 7. Aside from teaching the Spanish classes, Ms. John-
son wil also be helping with the music for one act this season.

going and to keep teaching 
math.”

Maysa Kuhl / Rock Bottom Staff
Algebra I and II teacher Wendy Shotkoski teaches her class in her new class-
room on second floor. This is Shotkoski’s first year at Scotus, but she taught at 
Columbus High School for 23 years prior.
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Tenopir takes on new challenges

Wallick edits the English classroom
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English teacher Alaina Wallick ponders the answer to sophomore Rebecca 
Kusch’s question during 8th period sophomore English class. Wallick graduated 
in 2018 from Scotus and officially began teaching this year. 

Most Scotus students 
know Fr. Heithoff as the 
priest who they see occa-
sionally walking down the 
hallways. However, there 
is more to Fr. Heithoff than 
meets the eye. Martin Luther 
King Jr. once said, “The ulti-
mate measure of a man is not 
where he stands in moments 
of comfort and convenience, 
but where he stands at times 
of challenge and controver-
sy” (National Park Service: 
Quotes). Fr. Jim Heithoff is a 
man who has endured many 
challenging moments and en-
gaged in controversial issues 
throughout his life.

Born and raised in 
Cedar Rapids, Nebraska, Fr. 
Heithoff was the oldest of 
four children. His parents 
and siblings were practicing 
Catholics; they attended 
Church almost every Sunday 
and prayed the rosary with 
each other many nights. 
However, they were not the 
ardent leaders at the front. 
They served whenever possi-
ble but did not often overstep 
their bounds. Heithoff spent 
first through eighth grade at 
a Catholic elementary school 
then attended a public high 
school. Throughout his time 
of primary and secondary 

education, he grew in knowl-
edge. However, few careers 
sparked an interest in him.

“Nothing really motivat-
ed me,” Heithoff said.

Throughout much of 
his adolescence, he figured 
he would become a teacher, 
but that did not satisfy him. 
He lived on a farm, but farm 
work was not a passion of his 
either. Amidst the uncertain-
ty, Fr. Heithoff received some 
advice that would later play a 
key role in his life. A com-
ment by a former acquain-
tance to pursue the priesthood 
always found its way back 
into the forefront of his mind.

“For some reason, being 
a priest came back to me,” 
Heithoff stated.

There was something no-
ble about being a priest, and 
it motivated him. Unfortu-
nately, after graduating high 
school in 1969, Heithoff had 
nowhere to go; the seminaries 
were full. As a result, he was 
forced to wait to enter his 
vocation. First, he attended 
Wayne State College. Next, 
he followed up with four 
years of college seminary at 
St. John Vianney Seminary 
in St. Paul, Minnesota. He 
then received four years of 
theology school at St. Mary’s 
Seminary in Baltimore, 
Maryland. He was ordained 
in 1977, and with that, he was 
a priest. However, in the first 
few years after his ordination, 

a resentful disposition came 
over him; an unhappiness 
filled him, centered around the 
promise of celibacy, which he 
had been required to take. This 
did not last long; however, 
as at his ten-year high school 
reunion, he saw many of his 
former classmates who were 
married and yet who also had 
many struggles. This realiza-
tion enabled him to face a hard 
truth.

“You know, my life is 
probably as fruitful as theirs,” 

Heithoff concluded.
After that experience, 

the oath of celibacy no 
longer felt to him like a 
requirement but as a rea-
sonable promise to make. 
Heithoff realized if one gen-
uinely intended to become 
a priest and fulfill the duties 
of the office, then it would 
make sense if he did abstain 
from marriage.

“Celibacy is meant to 
give witness to the King-
dom of God that is greater 

than ourselves,” Heithoff 
said.

Not only does the prom-
ise of celibacy allow priests 
to focus primarily on their 
parishes and pointing people 
toward the Kingdom of God, 
but it also enables priests, 
like Fr. Heithoff, to offer their 
service to various schools in 
the role of a chaplain.

“It’s been a good expe-
rience for me to be here at 
Scotus,” Heithoff stated.

Fr. Heithoff may seem 

like any normal priest to 
some, but he has much to 
say if one strikes a conversa-
tion with him. For forty-five 
years, Fr. Heithoff has devot-
ed his life to the priesthood 
and plans to continue that for 
the rest of his life. To him, 
there is a purpose to being a 
priest, far greater than what 
meets the eye.

“It is about bringing God 
to others and others to God,” 
Heithoff concluded.

You may have seen a 
new face at Scotus, probably 
wearing a black messenger 
bag across his chest while 
roaming the halls during 
passing period, subbing for 
teachers, planning retreats, or 
proctoring study halls. A few 
years ago, the possibility of 
working at Scotus for Nate 
Tenopir was far-fetched.

 “I was interviewing 
Mr. Ohnoutka for a profile 
on Community Champions 
for the Telegram, and he 
mentioned, ‘I think someday 
you’re going to teach and 
coach at Scotus.’ At the time, 
I was like, ‘No way.’ I have 

been to college twice. I have 
two degrees. I don’t want 
to go through college again. 
Luckily, you don’t have to 
go through the whole college 
process again to teach and 
coach,” Tenopir said.  

Although he is new to 
the building as an instructor, 
Tenopir graduated from Sco-
tus in 2000. 

Mr. Tenopir acknowl-
edged how formational his 
faith has been in his life, but 
early on, he struggled with it.

 “It’s not that I didn’t 
apply myself. It was just 
different. I could tell you 
the Ten Commandments, 
the Mysteries of the Rosary, 
and the seven deadly sins, 
but I didn’t understand the 
2000 years of the faith and 

where it comes from and how 
the Old Testament connects to 
the new, and just all the things 
that make the Catholic belief 
logical.”

With this experience of 
struggling with his faith at a 
young age, Tenopir wants to 
help Scotus students strengthen 
their faith in God by learning 
the Church’s history and logi-
cal evidence for his existence.

 “There’s historical facts, 
personalities, and events that 
concretely show evidence for 
God and everything we believe 
in him. Being able to help 
students understand that is my 
top priority. Exposing students 
to this evidence will help, so 
when they go out in the world, 
they can say the logic and 
reason behind the faith and 

be able to engage in those 
conversations.”

Mr. Tenopir believes 
reinforcing this foundation-
al evidence will increase the 
chances of Scotus students 
staying loyal to the faith as 
they grow up. 

“Question your faith 
and you’re going to wonder 
sometimes why things are 
the way they are. But if 
you’re equipped to un-
derstand, there’s a better 
chance that you’re going to 
stick to your faith.” 

Tenopir has started the 
Men’s Group at Scotus to 
implement his plan of edu-
cating the youth. He wants 
to offer something that 
will “change the culture, 
especially among the boys 

Comma rules, chapter 
books, and constant com-
prehension quizzes—this is 
often called a typical English 
class. However, former Sco-
tus graduate Alaina Wallick 
would suggest otherwise. As 
the new 8th grade and 10th 
grade English teacher, Ms. 
Wallick is enthusiastic about 
her goal to reinvent English 
class and inspire students the 
same way Scotus inspired her 
years ago. 

Wallick graduated from 
Scotus in 2018, having 
attended the school since the 
7th grade. 

“It’s a different expe-
rience to return as a faculty 
member. When Mr. Ohnoutka 
reached out, I was excited to 
see what had changed about 
Scotus and how I can help 
make it better by giving back 
to a school that gave so much 
to me,” Wallick said. 

A University of Ne-
braska Omaha graduate, 
Wallick received a major in 
Secondary Education with 
an English Language Arts 
endorsement in the spring of 
this year. She completed her 

student teaching with schools 
in Omaha and Council Bluffs 
but chose to return to Scotus, 
a place closer to her heart. 

“When it comes to ac-
ademic, athletic, and extra-
curricular excellence, there’s 
nothing better than Scotus. 

Students know their expecta-
tions, and they know how to 
push themselves further. As a 
teacher, it’s rewarding to see 
students want to achieve great-
ness,” Wallick said. 

 Along with her return 
as a faculty member, Ms. 

Wallick has also replaced 
former English teacher 
Becki Zanardi who retired 
at the end of last year. 

“As a student, Mrs. 
Zanardi was one of the first 
teachers who instilled in 
me a love for English and 

at Scotus.”
Working at Scotus has 

changed his normal routine. 
As a journalist, Tenopir 
worked long, late hours cov-
ering high school sports. 

“In the past, I didn’t get 
up until 10 or 10:30 because I 
was at a game in the eve-
ning,” Tenopir said. 

This change is something 
he has enjoyed. 

“Now, between working 
out before school, working 
in school during the day, and 
coaching football, I have 16-
hour days. This may sound 
horrible, but I enjoy it.” 

Mr. Tenopir has experi-
enced another major dif-
ference between his former 
profession and his new one. 

 “In my prior career, I 

got to meet a lot of student 
athletes, but I don’t get to 
meet as many anymore. 
Luckily, I get to be around 
the same group of student 
athletes every day. You get 
to develop a deeper relation-
ship.”

If you are interested in 
joining the Men’s Group or 
need someone to talk to, you 
can find Mr. Tenopir in room 
305 as he works to attain his 
substitute teaching license 
and eventually, his full-time 
teaching license.    

“The transition to Scotus 
hasn’t been very difficult. 
Working here just feels like 
something I was meant to 
do,” Tenopir concluded. 

finding the meaning in things. 
I have enormous shoes to fill, 
and it can be a lot of pressure, 
but she left me with a lot of 
useful resources. I’m using 
what she left me and making 
it my own,” Wallick said. 

In her new position, Wal-
lick teaches 8th-grade and 
10th-grade English, which 
includes over 110 students. 
She notices the difference in 
how students view English 
versus other core classes. 

“It’s easy to put English 
on the back burner because 
students think we don’t need 
to know these comma rules 
or stories when I’m older, and 
that’s not wrong. However, 
English is a great opportunity 
to look at the deeper meaning 
of life, reflect on the people 
who came before us, and look 
at their journeys and expe-
riences to apply them to our 
own lives,” Wallick said. 

Wallick intends to alter 
this perspective of English by 
building a different culture in 
the classroom. She recently 
included a 9/11 unit after re-
ceiving student interest about 
the event.

“I definitely want a 
classroom community based 
on respect, engagement, and 
opportunities for hands-on 
learning. I also want to con-

sider student input. Hope-
fully, I can incorporate field 
trips during our Holocaust 
unit to help with more visual 
experiences,” Wallick said. 

Ms. Wallick isn’t only 
focused on the classroom, 
though. Outside of class, 
she is the flag corps assis-
tant coach, and as a student 
participated in a variety of 
extracurriculars from golf to 
theatre to mock trial. How-
ever, one of her passions is 
speech. 

“I am excited to be on 
speech with Ms. Mimick. 
I’ve learned a lot from my 
experiences with high school 
speech, state, and being an 
NSAA judge in college. I’m 
eager to build up the program 
and have multiple students go 
to state each year,” Wallick 
said. 

As the school year pro-
gresses, Wallick aspires to do 
more than the typical English 
classroom of chapter books, 
comprehension quizzes, and 
comma rules. 

“I want to boost ACT 
and reading scores, and hope-
fully have more writing elec-
tives once I get my schedule 
worked out. I also hope to 
see more students outside of 
the classroom in activities,” 
Wallick concluded. 

Scotus staff member Nate Tenopir looks on while setting up for Mass with campus minister Dana Ritzdorf 
and school chaplain Fr. Heithoff. Tenopir graduated from Scotus in 2000, and Heitoff has been in the 
priesthood for over forty-five years. 
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Campus ministry rallies faith at Scotus

New lunch staff brings program and meals

SCC transportation gets an upgrade
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Senior Mark Buhman, junior Cecilia Arndt, and freshman Audrey Stoner sing at 
Mass during the 7th grade retreat on September 9th. Campus Ministry has 
taken on the roles of leading singing, lectoring, and serving at Mass.

Seniors Tom Melliger, Sam Meyer, Ted Fehringer, Bryce Follete, and Mark Buh-
man wait in line at the salad bar. This school year, more salad bar options are 
available than ever before.

One of the new Scotus buses waits to be used in the school parking lot. Both of 
the new buses arrived on June 21, 2022.

According to the Na-
tional Center for Education 
Statistics, there are almost 
35,000 Christian high schools 
in the United States. Scotus 
is one of these schools and 
has the privilege of having a 
campus ministry team to help 
lead its students in their faith. 
At Scotus, campus ministry 
is involved in the day-to-day 
life of the school. The cam-
pus ministry advisor, Dana 
Ritzdorf, had clear goals for 
the group this year.

“My biggest desire for 
this year is that the students 
would have more ownership 
over what’s going on with 
campus ministry, and that 
they would really step out 
and be leaders,” Ritzdorf 
said.

Campus ministry has 
made many changes to how 
they operate this year. One 
of the biggest changes made 
was breaking the full group 

into five different groups. 
These groups consist of the 
retreat team, music com-
mittee, school environment 
team, prayer team, and the 
special events committee. 
Each of these groups has a 
leader who oversees making 
sure the tasks for each group 
are completed. Cecilia Arndt 
is the leader of the music 
committee and is extremely 
excited about supervising this 
group. 

“I chose the music 
committee because I love 
singing and leading worship. 
We are in charge of Worship 
Wednesdays, singing at re-
treats, or anything that needs 
music to help with worship,” 
Arndt said. 

The campus ministry 
team also went on a retreat 
this summer, which was 
brand new this year. They 
traveled out to Camp Moses 
Merrill in Lindwood to try to 
grow in their faith together 
as a team. They participated 
in team building activities 
and went on a long hike. 
They had Mass and a time for 

prayer in the morning and ad-
oration and confession in the 
evening. Samantha Johnston, 
who assists Ritzdorf, said 
the retreat was a wonderful 
experience. 

“When I attended the 
retreat, I felt God’s presence 
the most during adoration or 
meeting new people. I grew 
my relationships with people 
that I had never talked to 
before,” Johnston said.

Campus ministry offers 
students a way to grow in 
relationship with God with 
the help of friends. This year, 
campus ministry has taken 
over the important roles of 
finding altar servers, lec-
tors, and EMHCs for Mass, 
which each class took turns 
doing last year. Through this 
Ritzdorf hopes to keep the 
faith alive in the members of 
campus ministry.

“Ultimately, the whole 
point of all of it is that they 
would know God and want 
to grow in their relationship 
with him,” Ritzdorf said.

Campus ministry pro-
vides students of all ages an 

easy way to come to know 
God and grow in faith. Many 
of the members of campus 
ministry have enjoyed their 
years spent as a part of this 
team. Caroline Klitz, the 
leader of the prayer team, 

summed up her experience in 
campus ministry and invited 
other students to be a part of 
the fun.

Klitz concluded, “Cam-
pus ministry has provided 
and encouraged so many new 

and reformed ways of expe-
riencing our faith. I advise 
that every student, Catholic 
or not, to take advantage of 
the opportunities. God is 
waiting!”

Kids waiting in line, 
cooks scrambling to serve 
food, a buzz of kids talking 
to their friends, and the smell 

of freshly made food. This is 
the Scotus cafeteria during 
lunchtime. The new school 
year brings with it many new 
ideas and features, a big one 
being the difference in the 
lunch program. The Scotus 
lunch program looks differ-
ent this year with new staff, 

new food, and new feelings 
towards the cafeteria food in 
general.

Perhaps the most notable 
change in the cafeteria this 
year is a change of staff. 
The newly hired head of the 
cafeteria is Elaine Zoucha. 
Zoucha has been a registered 

dietician since 2001 and 
has owned a long-term care 
consulting company which, 
up until this year, was her 
sole occupation. Due to her 
introduction to the cafeteria 
staff, she brought along much 
change in the cafeteria and 
the kitchen.

“Because we are trying a 
lot of new things and we have 
all brand-new staff except 
for a couple of people, we 
are making sure everyone 
is up to speed and knows 
their roles,” Zoucha said. “I 
am learning the school food 
nutrition program, which is 
completely different from 
what I have done over the 
past twenty years.”

It is true; nearly all 
cafeteria staff members are 
new this year, save for three. 
These staff members serve an 
average of 650 meals per day 
between the three schools of 
Scotus, St. Bonaventure, and 
Immanuel Lutheran School 
and Daycare.

The main facet of a caf-
eteria is its food, and many 
enjoy the new food options 
available. 

“I like the fresh fruit 

option. The watermelon has 
been a personal favorite of 
mine!” senior Hailey Stef-
fensmeier said.

Every day, there are 5-8 
different fruits and vegetables 
available to pick from at the 
salad bar, along with new 
protein options and a salad of 
the day.

The watermelon and can-
taloupe, specifically, are pur-
chased by the cafeteria from 
local growers, allowing them 
to have a fresh taste. Seconds 
are now available for every 
entrée every day for those 
who are not satisfied with the 
single portion. New entrées 
have also been introduced, 
with additional entrée options 
planned to be available every 
day in the future.

Not only has lunch 
been expanded, but the most 
important meal of the day is 
being served once again at 
Scotus. 

“I get a better break-
fast after morning practice 
instead of just a granola bar,” 
8th grade volleyball player 
Brooke Krienke said.

Years ago, Scotus served 
breakfast before school, yet 

it was stopped. Zoucha has 
brought it back due to the 
importance for students to 
start the day healthy and 
ready to learn. The meal has 
been a success in the cafete-
ria with between 40 and 90 
students taking advantage 
of the nutritious start to the 
day. Four or five items are 
available every day. Three of 
these items must be chosen 
to eat, one being a half cup of 
fruit. Such items offered are 
French toast, scrambled eggs 
and cheese, and blueberry 
muffins.

Much of the student 
body welcomes the changes 
to lunch and the reintroduc-
tion of breakfast. 

“I feel more energized 
for the last three periods. 
I used to feel sluggish and 
tired,” senior Evan Ostdiek 
said. 

The cafeteria staff is 
certainly proud of what they 
have done and are hopeful for 
the future of the program. 

“It is a great program,” 
Zoucha said, “and it has been 
exciting to do something 
different and help give back 
to the school.”

Part of being a high 
school student is participating 
in all sorts of different events 
and activities. From sports 
to retreats, students will 
always have the need to get 
around the state for different 
reasons. That’s where school 
buses come in; they function 
as transportation vehicles 
for students that find use 
quite often throughout the 
year. Like any other vehicle, 
school buses start to wear 
down after so much driving, 
so Scotus decided it was time 
for an upgrade.

“There was a need... you 
know our newest bus was 
fourteen years old, and it was 
time to do something,” Sco-
tus activities director Merlin 
Lahm said.

  Something was done 
indeed. Two new buses were 
introduced to Scotus students 
and staff alike for use this 
year. These buses are an im-
provement over the old buses 
in more ways than one.

“The two old buses had 
a capacity of 54 and 33 with 

two per seat. Both new buses 
have a capacity of 56 with 
two per seat; they have air 
conditioning, so the comfort 
level is greater. Otherwise, 
the underneath storage is 
larger,” Lahm said.

The weather control of 
the new buses has already be-
come an improvement worth 
noticing for many Scotus 
students. 

“I love how you can cool 
down with actual cold air in-
stead of feeling no difference 
between inside and outside 
the bus,” sophomore Emma 
Brezenski said.

The new buses should be 
much more effective during 
the winter, so comfort on the 
buses should not be an issue.

“The climate control 
has been very nice for this 
time of the year, being able 
to go to places in 90-degree 
weather with air conditioning 
is pretty nice. The older buses 
also had issues with heating. 
In the winter the buses didn’t 
heat very fast, and if they 
weren’t started and warmed 
up soon enough, they would 
never catch up to the cold 
temperature,” Lahm said.

Although the new buses 
have been helpful, they may 

not be exactly what Scotus 
is looking for. Scotus has 
buses for now, but that is still 
subject to change based on 
the school’s circumstances in 
the future.

“We have these buses 
over a five-year lease, so at 
the end of that five-year peri-
od, we will make a decision 
on what we want to do with 
these buses. We will have the 
option to buy them or make 
another five-year lease on 
other new buses or decide it’s 
time to go toward a different 
avenue,” Lahm said. “There 
are schools that hire someone 
to do all their transportation; 
some companies out there 
provide the driver, provide 
the bus, and sign you a con-
tract for services.”

Scotus owns their own 
buses because the school 
is fortunate enough to have 
multiple bus drivers who 
can transport kids and staff 
around for their events.

“I want to credit the peo-
ple who drive our buses, Vern 
Younger and Ed Brezenski. 
These guys are long time 
Scotus supporters in one way 
or another, and they help us 
out by driving the buses,” 
Lahm said. “Dean Hefty has 

been the bus maintenance 
supervisor for years, and he 
drives for us as well. We also 
have a number of coaches 
who drive: Mr. Ridder, Krien-
ke, Jakubowski. Without 
those people, it probably 
wouldn’t have been possible 
to do things the way we do.”

Scotus felt there was a 
need for new buses, but Sco-
tus is still in possession of the 
old buses for now. Although 
anything could happen, as it 
stands the buses may be here 
to stay as they still find plenty 
of use.

“There is the question 

on what will we do with the 
buses we have, the two older 
buses. Right now, the plan is 
to keep all four buses and see 
how it goes for the fall season 
because there are instances 
where our schedule fills up, 
and we need the extra buses,” 
Lahm said.
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The senior retreat is one of the many 
highlights during a senior’s last year at 
Scotus, and one of the last times the whole 
class is together in one place. This retreat is a 
bittersweet way to start off the year and leaves 
the senior class with long-lasting memories 
together. 

On August 31, the senior class along with 
chaperones Mrs. Ritzdorf, Mr. Tenopir, Mr. 
Brockhaus, Mr. Dall, Ms. Brichacek, and Fr. 
Heithoff took a bus and two vans forty-seven 
miles southwest to Timberlake Ranch Camp 
located south of Central City. 

Mrs. Ritzdorf is in charge of organizing 
for the senior retreat and plans for it months 
in advance.

“I book the date with Timberlake in the 
spring and then plan the schedule for the day 
when it gets closer to the date. Each year is 
similar, so I can just pull up the agenda from 
previous years and make changes as needed,” 
Ritzdorf said. 

Students began the day with having Mass 
outside led by Fr. Heithoff.

“It was very peaceful being outside with 
God’s nature. It reminds us that God can be 
seen and felt anywhere,” senior Hailey Stef-
fensmeier said.

After Mass, the seniors did a class bond-
ing activity before having the opportunity to 
explore the 600 acres of wilderness the camp 
has to offer for a half an hour.

Seniors Brianna Belzer and Lily Dohmen 

went on a meaningful walk during their 
downtime. 

“On the walk [with Lily], we talked about 
our future plans and how it felt unreal to be a 
senior already,” Belzer said.

The final two hours of the retreat consist-
ed of the seniors having the options to go on 
a high ropes course, a blob, obstacle courses, 
canoeing, or simply hang out with each other. 

Senior Isaac Dreher was ecstatic when he 
heard about the high ropes course.

 “When I heard about it, I knew I needed 
to do it. I’m not scared of heights; I’m just 
scared for my safety at those heights. I loved 
it all the way through,” Dreher said. 

Senior foreign exchange student Frances-
ca Gallino had a great time participating in the 
pole climbing obstacle. 

“The pole climb was scary but standing 
above all the people was cool. I’d say it re-
leased a lot of adrenaline, and my classmates 
were being supportive,” Gallino said. 

Senior Nick Zoucha participated in the 
blob activity. The blob was a giant inflatable 
where students could sit on the end and be 
launched into the pond by their peers who 
jumped off a platform. 

“I loved the blob. I have always wanted 
to do one of those; however, I do wish it was 
a deeper lake so we wouldn’t have as many of 
those restrictions,” Zoucha remarked. 

Overall, the senior retreat was a success, 
and it was a well spent day of making memo-
ries and class bonding. 

Senior Whitney Klug concluded, “Take 
in time with people and enjoy things while we 
have the opportunity to do so because it’ll be 
over fast.”

Seniors soar at the 
senior retreat

(top left) Seniors Bohden Jedlicka, 
Francesca Gallino, Shelby Branden-

burg, Nick Zoucha, Zach Schultz, Isaac 
Dreher, Lily Dohmen, Blake Wemhoff, 

Whitney Klug, Jack Faust, Jasmine 
Jackson, Jace Nelson, Brennen Jelinek, 

Mason Roberts, and Brooke Lehr par-
ticipate in different activities offered 

at the senior retreat. The seniors had 
a couple hours in the afternoon to do 
a variety of activities such as a high 

ropes course, a blob, ziplining, and pole 
climbing to name a few.
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Bringing Halloween in a new jack-o-light

Bookstore modernizes historic downtown
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Pictured above is the classic Runza fries and ranch. Of all the fast food places 
Libbie Brezenski reviewed, this combination was the winner.

In the photo above is the new bookstore Terrace Books, which is located on 11th Street in downtown Co-
lumbus. Terrace Books opened on April 30, 2022.

“Would you like some 
fries with that?” This is a 
commonly asked question 
that almost every fast-food 
venue will ask in hopes to get 
the consumer to buy more. 
Eating fast food is practical-

ly in America’s name, and 
according to fastfoodmenu-
prices.com, fries are the most 
common purchase in that 
category. What goes perfectly 
with a side of fries? Dipping 
sauce, of course! Ranch is 
among the top-most popu-
lar generic dipping sauces 
according to mashed.com, 
and the flavor can range from 

extremely tangy and sour to 
sweet and creamy.

The quality of fries and 
their dipping sauce partner 
has both made and broke 
my whole eating experi-
ence before, and I do not 
want anyone else to feel the 
disappointment of having a 
wonderful entree and being 
crushed with soggy fries and 

sour ranch. So do not worry, 
friends! I have tasted and 
rated each of the fast-food 
fries around town by them-
selves and along with their 
coinciding ranches and have 
found the best, mediocre, and 
worst places to get a side of 
saltiness. 

The gold medal winners 
were McDonald’s and Run-
za’s fries tied for first, and 
Runza’s ranch took the solo 
medal. Both fries are well-
known hits in the Columbus 
area and are a classic choice 
for the top. Some may say 
these two are both overrated; 
however, the competition was 
just no match for them. Both 
fries were perfectly salted 
with enough to give it flavor, 
but not enough to make your 
mouth feel as if it was in the 
Dead Sea. If I had to choose 
only one, I would go with 
Runza’s because they were 
bigger in size, crispier, and 
had more potato. The Runza 
ranch was a perfect combina-
tion of flavor to go along with 

its co-part and was sweet and 
creamy to taste.

In second place for fries 
is Freddy’s. Freddy’s fries 
were seasoned nicely and 
were addicting to eat. The 
only complaint I have is 
they are very thin. They do, 
however, give the customer a 
big plate of the fries to make 
up for the lack of fry in the 
fry.  The second-place ranch 
was Dairy Queen. This ranch 
resembled McDonald’s ranch 
in taste but was costly. One 
dip of ranch costs around 
seventy cents and only holds 
up to two ounces. 

The fries at Dairy Queen, 
Wendy’s, and Arby’s curly 
fries tasted good; however, 
none of them stuck out to 
me in order to be placed as 
one of my favorites. I do not 
have bad things to say about 
these fries, they just were not 
memorable and did not give 
me a wow factor.

The most vile, disgusting 
fry award had to go to Arby’s 
crinkle fries and Sonic ranch 

separately. These two were an 
absolute let down and ruined 
my entire mood after eating 
them. Arby’s crinkle fries 
are NOT to be confused with 
their curly fries. These fries 
tasted as if they were left at 
the bottom of a freezer to 
burn since 2020. They were 
soggy, undercooked, and just 
absolutely disgusting. Sonic’s 
ranch was a complete let 
down even after their fries 
made my hopes go up. It 
was sour and tangy and left 
a weird funk in my mouth I 
would not even wish on my 
worst enemy.

After completing this full 
review of the fast-food fries 
in the area, I have concluded 
that Runza’s fries and ranch 
give the most flavorful and 
fulfilling combination with 
McDonald’s fries being the 
best on their own. If you are 
looking for a yummy, salty 
snack, I would recommend 
these two places time and 
time again. 

As students, we are 
always looking for a quiet 
yet aesthetic place to study 
or read a book. We also want 
books that cannot be found in 
our school library. Many cit-
izens have always wanted a 
Barnes and Noble in Colum-
bus, and now we basically 
have one. On April 30, 2022, 
Dee Howerter opened Terrace 
Books in historic downtown 
Columbus. The bookstore 
is an independent, fami-
ly-owned business. Terrace 
Books has a warm, happy, 
and inviting environment and 
friendly staff. It adds modern 
spice to the downtown area 
yet keeps the aesthetic.

Inside the store, they 
have a small reading nook 
and a free coffee and tea bar. 
Who does not love reading in 
a comfy chair with a steam-
ing hot beverage? In the back 
of the store, there is a door 
that leads to a patio. This 
patio is another reading nook. 
It has a bunch of metal chairs 
and tables to study or read 
at. It even has a mini wooden 
patio. There is a fountain, 

tons of flowers, and green-
ery for a modern aesthetic. 
Whether a person has their 
nose in a book or studying 
for classes, the patio brings a 
sense of calmness. Birds sing 
sweet melodies like honey, 
the wind slightly rustles 
through the branches of the 
trees, and people whisper 
about their books. It feels 
like being at home except 
in nature. It is easy to focus 
and there is no judgment 
because everyone is minding 
their own business. Even the 
workers are reading.

Terrace Books has a 
variety of genres for all 
ages and special orders are 
welcome. Terrace Books also 
specializes in finding rare 
and collectible titles for all 
ages and interests. The store 
sells new books, used books, 
and literary-themed gifts. 
Whether a customer wants 
a fictional little kid book or 
a romance novel, Terrace 
Books has it all.

The bookstore has many 
events for all ages. On April 
30, 2022, Terrace Books 
celebrated Independent 
Bookstore Day. For every 
in-store purchase, customers 
had their names entered in 

three gift bag drawings. On 
August 6, 2022, they had 
a back-to-school party for 
preschool and elementary 
school children. At the party, 
Ms. Sinsi Miller from the 
Columbus Public Library 
read Llama Llama Back to 
School. The children also 
did a painting craft with the 
ladies from Artzy Haven. 

Before the party concluded, 
each child was given a snack 
from Wildflower Pastries and 
a gift from the bookstore.

There is one downside 
to Terrace Books; their book 
prices are expensive. Any 
customer could probably find 
a book they want from Ama-
zon for a cheaper price. It all 
depends on the type of book 

With fall now in full 
swing, the start of spooky 
season has finally arrived. 
The tenth month of the year 
brings many images to mind, 
such as golden fields, the 

changing colors of trees, 
and giant leaf piles being 
scattered by children who 
could not help but jump in. 
Although all these are great, 
October would not be Octo-
ber without Halloween being 
the focus of the month.

Halloween has been a 
widely recognized holiday in 
the U.S. since the 1840s, but 

it has always held itself as a 
niche festivity. The holiday 
has historically only held 
weight in children’s eyes 
up until they are 14 as then 
they are “too cool” to trick or 
treat. However, Halloween is 
so much more than a door-
to-door activity, it is a unique 
holiday that holds many 
advantages above other hol-

idays and should 
be celebrated 
more by people of 
any age. 

One of 
Halloween’s 
greatest strengths 
is its accessibility. 
Holidays such as 
Christmas, The 
Fourth of July, 
and especially 
Easter are not 
celebrated by 
everyone due to 
either their reli-
gion or location. 
People outside 
of America will 
not be firing off 
fireworks on July 
fourth, but people 
around the globe 

carve out pumpkins and make 
jack-o-lanterns for Hallow-
een. Halloween does not 
have any Christian history 
such as Christmas and Easter 
which is not a dreadful thing 
but also limits the amount 
of people who partake in the 
holiday globally. Christmas 
is still celebrated much more 
than most holidays, but the 
weather brings down the 
mood. It is hard to visit fam-
ily and friends in a blizzard 
where seeing past your own 
nose is a challenge. Luckily, 
Halloween does not have to 
deal with any weather issues 
as it is during fall with no 
snow or excessive storms. 
Getting around town on Hal-
loween is much easier than 
trying to shop on Christmas 
with the roads covered in ice. 
Speaking of shopping, part 
of Halloween’s accessibility 
is the cheaper prices when it 
comes to shopping. Buying 
candy in bulk is much less 
expensive than fireworks or 
fancy gifts for friends and 
family alike. Of course, the 
opportunity is still there if 
you want to go all out and 
spend big, but it is far from 

being required.
Halloween presents 

many forms of entertain-
ment which are unique to its 
spooky season. Halloween is 
the only holiday with an in-
tentional scary undertone giv-
ing it many more possibilities 
for providing entertainment. 
Haunted houses and scary 
movies take the frontstage 
during this holiday providing 
a fun yet unique way to cele-
brate the season. Dressing up 
has always been an important 
aspect of Halloween; this will 
not ever change. Halloween 
gives people a reason to 
try being someone else for 
whatever reason they want. 
People dress up as heroes 
and villains, both fictional 
and real with everything in 
between. The possibilities 
are endless as creativity can 
take any costume to crazy 
levels. Halloween parties 
are great events where many 
like-minded people can show 
up as whoever they want 
without being judged for it.

I can see why Halloween 
is not already the most pop-
ular holiday. Firstly, the re-
wards to be obtained are not 

as appealing when compared 
to Christmas, especially for 
kids; school is not off either 
if the holiday is on a week-
day so many people cannot 
celebrate Halloween. Luckily, 
these issues have easy fixes. 
If gifts display holiday spirit 
better, then people should 
send gifts on Halloween. This 
may seem strange; but there 
is no rule saying no gifts are 
allowed. Besides, I cannot 
think of a better time to send 
prank gifts to people than 
the holiday with the motto, 
“trick-or-treat.” 

Halloween has been a 
holiday widely recognized for 
as long as I can remember, 
and I think now is the best 
time for Halloween to take 
center stage. With Halloween 
just right around the cor-
ner, enjoy this season to the 
max and go try to see what 
Halloween is all about. Go 
out and explore abandoned 
buildings, enjoy a haunted 
house, go trick or treating, 
decorate, and dress up with 
friends. If this season is the 
nightmare before Christmas, 
then I hope this dream stays 
for a while.

a customer wants to read. 
Books can either be hardcov-
er or paperback, fiction or 
nonfiction, and new or gently 
used. Terrace Books offers all 
these different types, which 
makes the price worthwhile 
and why we should support 
them.

I think everyone should 
pay a visit to Terrace Books 

because it is not an ordinary 
bookstore. They offer all dif-
ferent genres and age-appro-
priate books, they have two 
reading and studying nooks, 
and they host many events 
for all ages. Terrace Books 
is a safe and happy place for 
booklovers of all kinds.

Maysa Kuhl / Rock Bottom Staff
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