
 
Scotus Central Catholic Board of Education 

Meeting Minutes 
11/21/2022 

 
Mike Dreesen called the meeting to order at 6:30 pm. Present: Jon Brezenski, Mike Dreesen, 
Tim Harrington, Shannon Kosch, Jason Mielak, Matt Niedbalski. Absent: Dr. Scott Cameron, 
Chris Hutchinson, and Jay Pelan. Administrators present: Jeff Ohnoutka, President, Merlin 
Lahm, Asst. Principal/Activities Director, and Brady Vancura, Asst. Principal. 
 
The meeting opened with prayer and Pledge of Allegiance. 10-17-22 minutes were read. Jason 
Mielak moved and Matt Niedbalski seconded to approve the agenda, and the motion carried. 
Jon Brezenski moved and Matt Niedbalski seconded to excuse absent board members, and the 
motion carried. 
 
Handouts - none 
 
Visitor Recognition - Joan Lahm representing STO and reporting on the Climate Committee. 
 
Administrative reports - Mr. Lahm reported that Jude Maguire ran 35th at State Cross Country. 
Volleyball ended 15-16 with a loss in the SubDistricts quarterfinals. Football ended 6-4 with a 
loss to the #1 seed in the first round of the state play-offs. Winter numbers: Jr. High wrestlers 
14, high school wrestlers 21, Jr. High girls basketball 34, girls basketball 29, boys basketball 32, 
1-act 38. Mock Trial is complete. To add to Mr. Schueth's Report, we have 407 donors to the 
Annual Appeal for $158,109. Mr. Ohnoutka reported he and Jason Mielak made a trip to visit 
the attorney who represents the Archdiocese  to present our plan which includes combining all 
the elementary schools and Scotus into Columbus Catholic Schools. There will be one corporate 
board overseen by the Archbishop. The plan was adjusted slightly and is collecting needed 
signatures. It has been presented to each parish council, several parent town halls, and the 
teachers. It received positive reviews. Mr. Ohnoutka reported that the textbook loan fund is 
several thousand dollars more than it has been in the past. Mr. Ohnoutka reported on the 
process of teacher evaluation and the hiring process. 
 
Old business - none 
 
New business - A. Climate Committee Report. Mrs. Lahm reported that the 7th grade parents 
were surveyed. 78% responded. A very small number of parents responded negatively to 
questions on the survey. When asked how they access Scotus information, the leading methods 
were the website and email. Overall the 52 responses indicated the Catholic identity of the 
school is obvious, 7th grade students have adjusted well, and they feel safe at Scotus. The 7th 
graders were surveyed. 0 said they rarely or never felt safe at Scotus. Most were positive, liked 
teachers, and had very few complaints. The largest number of complaints revolved around the 
length of lunch lines. 
 
B. Enrollment Report. Mr. Ohnoutka reported good numbers, especially at the lower grade 
levels.  
 



C. ACT Report. Mr. Ohnoutka presented ACT results for the last 5 years. Last year we averaged 
23.9, which is just below the median score of 24.0 for Scotus over the 5-year period. Half of all 
our students were deemed "ready for college" in all 4 areas (English, Math, Reading, and 
Science).  
 
Executive Session - None 
 
Committee reports - A. Mr. Ohnoutka reviewed the general budget and the cafeteria budget. 
The overall net income in the general budget is roughly $9,000 over-budget. The overall net 
expenses exceed budget by about $26,000. The budget looks good. The cafeteria budget is not 
as positive. Total expenses for the year are about $36,000 above budget. The main reasons are 
lower than expected breakfast sales and higher than expected food costs. Matt Niedbalski 
moved to accept the financials, Jon Brezenski seconded the motion, and the motion passed. 
 
B. The next meeting is scheduled for Jan. 16, 2023, 6:30 pm. Finance committee meeting begins 
at 6 pm. 
 
Items for agenda. 23-24 Tuition, 23-24 Teacher Salary. 
 
Roundtable - Board members shared thoughts. 
 
 Jon Brezenski Moved to adjourn, Shannon Kosch seconded, motion carried. The meeting 
adjourned at 7:38 pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Merlin Lahm 
 

 


